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Understanding the AP Lang 2020 Practice Exam 3
MCQs: Your Comprehensive Answer Guide

The AP English Language and Composition exam is a rigorous test of critical
reading, rhetorical analysis, and argumentation skills. For students
preparing for this challenging exam, particularly those focusing on the 2020
administration, understanding the nuances of the Multiple Choice Questions
(MCQs) is paramount. This article serves as a definitive guide to the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs, offering detailed answers and explanations. We
delve into the specific passages and question types encountered in this
particular practice set, aiming to demystify complex rhetorical devices,
authorial intent, and stylistic choices. By dissecting these questions,
you'll gain invaluable insights into how to approach similar challenges on
your actual AP Lang exam, boosting your confidence and your potential score.
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Practice Exam 3 MCQ Answers

Navigating the complexities of the AP English Language and Composition exam
requires dedicated preparation, and understanding past administrations is a
cornerstone of effective study. This article is specifically designed to
provide comprehensive answers and in-depth explanations for the 2020 AP Lang
Practice Exam 3 MCQs. We aim to equip students with the knowledge and
analytical tools necessary to confidently tackle the reading comprehension
and rhetorical analysis questions presented in this crucial practice set. By
thoroughly examining the passages and the specific questions posed, you will
gain a clearer understanding of what the College Board looks for in
proficient AP Lang students. Our objective is to demystify the often
challenging MCQ section, making your preparation more focused and ultimately
more successful.

AP Lang 2020 Practice Exam 3: Answering the
MCQs

The AP Language and Composition exam’s multiple-choice section is a critical
component of the overall assessment, testing a student's ability to analyze
various aspects of written texts. Practice exams, especially those from
recent years like the 2020 administration, offer an invaluable opportunity to
hone these skills. This section will focus on providing detailed answers and
explanations for the MCQs presented in AP Lang Practice Exam 3 from 2020.
Understanding the rationale behind each correct answer is as important as
identifying it. We will break down the passages, the questions, and the
reasoning that leads to the correct choices, emphasizing the rhetorical
concepts tested.

Rhetorical Situation Analysis: Context and Purpose

The ability to analyze the rhetorical situation of a text is fundamental to
mastering AP Lang MCQs. This involves understanding the author, the audience,
the purpose, the context, and the exigence of a piece of writing. In the 2020
Practice Exam 3, questions often probe these elements, requiring students to
identify how an author’s choices are shaped by these factors. For example, a
question might ask about the author's intended audience based on their
language and arguments. Correctly identifying the audience helps in
understanding the author's persuasive strategies and their overall purpose in
writing. The context, including the historical, cultural, or social
environment in which the text was produced, also plays a significant role in
shaping the author's message and the way it is received.

Understanding the exigence, the specific occasion or event that prompts the



author to write, is also crucial. Many questions in the 2020 Practice Exam 3
MCQs will center on identifying the underlying reason for the text's
creation. By closely examining the language, tone, and content, students can
infer the author’s motivation and the problem or issue they are addressing.
This analytical approach is key to unlocking the deeper meaning of the
passages and answering questions accurately.

Analyzing Argumentative Strategies and Appeals

Arguments are built upon various strategies and appeals, and the AP Lang exam
heavily emphasizes identifying and evaluating these. The 2020 Practice Exam 3
MCQs will frequently test your understanding of ethos, pathos, and logos.
Ethos, the appeal to credibility and character, might be established through
the author's expertise or their demonstration of good sense and goodwill.
Pathos, the appeal to emotion, can be evoked through vivid language,
anecdotes, or specific examples designed to stir the audience’s feelings.
Logos, the appeal to logic and reason, is often seen in the use of evidence,
statistics, and logical reasoning.

Questions might ask to identify the primary appeal used in a specific
paragraph or to explain how an author uses a combination of appeals to
strengthen their argument. Beyond the classical appeals, authors also employ
various rhetorical devices and logical structures to persuade. Recognizing
fallacies, understanding the effectiveness of counterarguments, and
identifying persuasive organizational patterns are all critical skills tested
in the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs. A thorough analysis of these
argumentative techniques allows for a deeper comprehension of the author’s
persuasive intent.

Identifying Tone and Diction in AP Lang MCQs

Tone and diction are inextricably linked and are central to understanding an
author's attitude toward their subject and audience. Diction, the author's
choice of words, significantly shapes the tone of a piece. The 2020 Practice
Exam 3 MCQs will often require students to discern subtle shifts in tone
based on the specific vocabulary employed. For instance, the use of formal or
informal language, abstract or concrete terms, or words with strong
connotations can all contribute to the overall tone.

Questions might ask students to identify the dominant tone of a passage or to
explain how a particular word choice affects the reader's perception.
Understanding the nuances of diction is crucial for accurately interpreting
the author's attitude, which can range from critical and sarcastic to
appreciative and nostalgic. Semantic variations in word choice can convey a
wealth of information about the author’s perspective and their relationship
with the subject matter. A close examination of the specific words used



allows for a more precise understanding of the author’s intent and the
overall message being conveyed.

Understanding Figurative Language and Sound Devices

Figurative language and sound devices are the tools writers use to add depth,
imagery, and musicality to their prose. The 2020 Practice Exam 3 MCQs will
test your ability to identify and analyze common figures of speech such as
metaphors, similes, personification, and hyperbole, as well as sound devices
like alliteration, assonance, and consonance. These devices are not merely
decorative; they serve to enhance meaning, create emphasis, and evoke
specific responses from the reader.

For example, a question might ask to identify the effect of a particular
metaphor on the passage's imagery or to explain how the use of alliteration
contributes to the rhythm and emphasis of a sentence. Understanding how these
literary techniques function within a text is essential for a comprehensive
rhetorical analysis. By dissecting the various ways language is used beyond
its literal meaning, students can better grasp the author’s artistry and the
impact of their stylistic choices on the reader’s comprehension and
engagement with the material.

Interpreting Authorial Purpose and Audience in 2020
Practice Exam 3

A recurring theme in AP Lang MCQs is the author's purpose and intended
audience. In the 2020 Practice Exam 3, questions will likely delve into why
the author wrote the passage and for whom. The purpose can be varied: to
inform, to persuade, to entertain, to express oneself, or to critique. The
audience is equally important, as the author tailors their language, tone,
and arguments to appeal to specific readers.

Students will need to analyze the content and stylistic features of the
passage to infer the author's primary purpose. For instance, if a passage
features strong emotional appeals and a call to action, the author's purpose
is likely persuasive. Similarly, the level of formality, the use of technical
jargon, or the reliance on common knowledge can all provide clues about the
intended audience. Recognizing these elements is crucial for accurately
answering questions related to authorial intent and audience reception in the
2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs.

Navigating Synthesis and Argument Prompt Nuances



While this guide focuses on MCQs, it's important to note that the analytical
skills honed for the MCQ section directly translate to the free-response
questions, including Synthesis and Argument prompts. The 2020 Practice Exam 3
MCQs, by requiring close reading and critical analysis of various sources or
passages, implicitly prepare students for these more extended writing tasks.
Understanding how authors develop arguments, use evidence, and address
counterarguments, as tested in the MCQs, is foundational for constructing
your own well-supported essays.

For the Synthesis prompt, the ability to identify the main arguments and
evidence presented in the provided sources, a skill developed through MCQ
practice, is essential. Similarly, for the Argument prompt, the capacity to
analyze an assertion and then formulate and defend your own position, drawing
on logic and evidence, is bolstered by the analytical frameworks used when
dissecting individual MCQs. Therefore, diligent practice with the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs will contribute to a more robust preparation for
all sections of the exam.

Strategies for Tackling Challenging AP Lang MCQs

Successfully answering AP Lang MCQs, particularly those from a specific
practice exam like the 2020 Practice Exam 3, requires a strategic approach.
First, read the passage thoroughly and identify its main argument and
rhetorical strategies. Second, read each question carefully, paying attention
to the specific wording. Are you being asked to identify the author's tone, a
specific rhetorical device, or the purpose of a particular sentence?

Third, eliminate obviously incorrect answer choices. Often, distractors will
misinterpret the author's tone, misidentify a rhetorical device, or attribute
an unlikely purpose to the author. Fourth, reread the relevant section of the
passage to confirm your answer. Look for direct textual evidence to support
your chosen answer. Finally, if time permits, review your answers, especially
those you were unsure about. Mastering these strategies, combined with
thorough practice with sets like the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs, will
significantly improve your performance.

Conclusion: Mastering the AP Lang 2020 Practice
Exam 3 MCQs for Success

In conclusion, a thorough understanding of the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3
MCQs is a critical step toward achieving a high score on the AP English
Language and Composition exam. By dissecting each question and its
corresponding passage, students can gain invaluable insights into the
analytical skills and rhetorical knowledge the College Board seeks. This
comprehensive guide has aimed to demystify the process, offering detailed



explanations for various question types, from identifying rhetorical
situations and argumentative strategies to interpreting tone, diction, and
authorial purpose. Consistent practice with specific sets like the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam 3, coupled with a strategic approach to tackling the
questions, will undoubtedly build confidence and refine critical reading
abilities. Ultimately, mastering these practice MCQs serves as a robust
foundation for overall exam preparation, empowering students to approach any
passage with analytical rigor and a heightened understanding of effective
communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the 2020 AP Lang
Practice Exam 3 MCQs?
The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs primarily focus on assessing students'
ability to analyze rhetorical strategies, understand argumentation, and
interpret various non-fiction texts, often including historical documents and
essays.

Which historical period or type of text is commonly
represented in the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3
MCQs?
The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs frequently feature texts from the 19th
and 20th centuries, including speeches, personal essays, and excerpts from
longer works that deal with social, political, or philosophical themes.

What are some common rhetorical devices students are
expected to identify in the 2020 AP Lang Practice
Exam 3 MCQs?
Students are typically expected to identify rhetorical devices such as ethos,
pathos, logos, metaphor, simile, anaphora, antithesis, and various forms of
persuasive appeals and structural techniques.

How does the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQ
section typically test understanding of author's
purpose and audience?
The exam tests author's purpose and audience by asking questions about why an
author wrote a particular piece, what effect they intended to have on their
readers, and how specific language choices or structural elements contribute
to these goals.



What is a key strategy for approaching the
argumentative synthesis essay question often found
in AP Lang practice exams like the 2020 Practice
Exam 3?
A key strategy for the synthesis essay is to carefully read and understand
the provided sources, identify the core issue or debate, formulate a clear
thesis that takes a stance, and then synthesize information from multiple
sources to support that thesis, citing them appropriately.

Additional Resources
Please provide me with the specific topic or theme you're interested in. You
mentioned "[2020 practice exam 3 mcq ap lang answers]", but that's a very
specific and likely internal document, not a publicly known book.

Once you provide a clear topic (e.g., "rhetorical analysis," "argumentative
writing," "AP Language exam preparation," "reading comprehension strategies,"
"common logical fallacies," etc.), I can generate a relevant list of book
titles with descriptions.
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