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Navigating the AP Language and Composition exam requires a strong understanding of rhetorical
analysis, argumentation, and synthesis. To excel, students need ample practice with multiple-choice
questions that mirror the actual exam's structure and difficulty. This article delves into the specifics of
the 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs, offering insights into common question types, effective
strategies for tackling them, and resources for targeted preparation. By understanding the nuances of
the 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs, you can build confidence and refine your test-taking skills for
a successful AP exam experience.
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The Crucial Role of 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam MCQs
in Your Preparation

Preparing for the AP Language and Composition exam involves a multifaceted approach, and a
cornerstone of effective study is engaging with high-quality practice materials. Specifically, diving
deep into the 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs offers invaluable insights into the types of questions
students will encounter and the skills they need to demonstrate. These multiple-choice questions are
meticulously designed to assess a student's ability to read and comprehend complex texts, analyze
rhetorical strategies, and understand the nuances of language. By working through the 2020 AP Lang
practice exam MCQs, students can identify their strengths and weaknesses, refine their test-taking
strategies, and ultimately build the confidence necessary to perform at their best on exam day. This
comprehensive guide aims to equip you with the knowledge and strategies to effectively utilize the
2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs as a powerful tool for your AP Lang preparation.



Deconstructing the AP Language Multiple-Choice
Section

The multiple-choice section of the AP Language and Composition exam is a critical component,
accounting for 45% of the overall score. It consists of 45 questions that must be completed in 60
minutes, emphasizing both accuracy and efficiency. The questions are drawn from a variety of non-
fiction passages, typically including historical documents, essays, speeches, and contemporary
articles. Understanding the scoring and the time constraints is the first step in mastering this section.
The passages are selected to represent a diverse range of styles, periods, and subject matter,
ensuring that students are tested on their ability to adapt their analytical skills to different textual
contexts. Success in this section hinges on a strong command of rhetorical analysis, critical reading,
and an understanding of how language functions to persuade and inform.

Understanding the Passage Types and Their Implications

The AP Lang exam draws from a wide array of non-fiction genres. Understanding the typical
characteristics of these passage types can provide context for the questions asked. Historical
documents, for instance, might require an awareness of the social and political climate of their time,
while literary essays often focus on stylistic choices and authorial voice. Contemporary articles may
test comprehension of current events or societal issues. Recognizing the genre can help students
anticipate the author's purpose and the potential rhetorical devices they might employ. For example,
a political speech will likely utilize strong appeals to emotion and logic, while a scientific article will
prioritize clarity and evidence-based reasoning.

The Importance of Time Management in the MCQ Section

With only 60 minutes to answer 45 questions, effective time management is paramount. Students are
advised to spend approximately 1 minute and 20 seconds per question, including reading the
passage. It is crucial to avoid getting bogged down on any single question. If a question proves
particularly challenging, it is often best to make an educated guess and move on, returning to it later
if time permits. Developing a consistent pacing strategy during practice is key to success. Many
students find it helpful to read the passage first, then scan the questions, and finally re-read the
passage with the questions in mind.

Key Rhetorical Concepts Tested in 2020 AP Lang MCQs

The 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs, like those on the actual exam, heavily emphasize the
understanding and application of rhetorical concepts. These concepts form the bedrock of literary and
argumentative analysis. Students must be adept at identifying and explaining how authors use
various strategies to achieve their purpose with their intended audience. This requires a deep
understanding of the tools available to a writer and the effect these tools have on the reader.



Identifying and Analyzing Rhetorical Devices

A significant portion of the MCQ section focuses on identifying and analyzing rhetorical devices. This
includes understanding the function of figures of speech such as metaphor, simile, anaphora, and
antithesis, as well as broader rhetorical strategies like ethos, pathos, and logos. Questions will often
ask students to explain the purpose or effect of a particular device within the context of the passage.
For example, a question might present a passage containing a series of parallel structures and ask
about the effect this repetition has on the reader's perception of the argument.

Understanding Author's Purpose and Audience

Discerning the author's purpose – why the author is writing the passage – is a core skill. This purpose
could be to inform, persuade, entertain, or provoke. Closely linked to purpose is the identification of
the intended audience. Who is the author trying to reach? Understanding the audience helps explain
the choices the author makes in terms of language, tone, and evidence. Questions will often probe
these elements, asking about the author's primary motivation or how specific language choices are
tailored to a particular readership.

Analyzing Tone and Attitude

Tone refers to the author's attitude toward the subject matter or the audience, conveyed through
word choice, syntax, and other stylistic elements. Analyzing tone requires students to pay close
attention to the connotations of words and the overall feeling evoked by the passage. Is the author's
tone critical, admiring, humorous, or somber? Questions often require students to identify specific
words or phrases that contribute to the overall tone and explain their impact. The author's attitude
can significantly shape how the message is received by the audience.

Synthesizing Information from Different Parts of the Passage

Many questions require students to synthesize information from various parts of a passage to arrive
at an answer. This means not just understanding individual sentences or paragraphs but also how
they connect to form a coherent argument or narrative. Questions might ask about the development
of an idea throughout the passage or how an early statement relates to a later conclusion. This skill
emphasizes the holistic understanding of the text.

Strategies for Tackling 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam
MCQs

To maximize your performance on the AP Language multiple-choice section, adopting effective
strategies is crucial. These strategies are honed through consistent practice with materials like the



2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs. They go beyond simply knowing the concepts and focus on how
to apply that knowledge efficiently under timed conditions.

Active Reading Techniques

Approaching the passages with an active reading mindset is essential. This involves not just passively
reading the words but engaging with the text by looking for the author's main argument, key
evidence, and rhetorical strategies. Consider annotating the text, even if it's just mentally marking
key ideas, unfamiliar vocabulary, or prominent rhetorical devices. Ask yourself questions as you read:
What is the author trying to achieve? Who are they speaking to? How are they trying to convince me?

Process of Elimination

A powerful strategy for multiple-choice questions is the process of elimination. Read each answer
choice carefully and try to identify why it is incorrect. Often, distractors will be partially correct,
misinterpret the passage, or focus on minor details rather than the main idea. By systematically
eliminating definitively wrong answers, you increase your chances of selecting the correct one. This is
particularly useful when faced with seemingly plausible but ultimately flawed options.

Understanding Question Stems

Familiarize yourself with common question stems used in AP Lang MCQs. Phrases like "The author's
primary purpose is to...", "The best interpretation of this passage is...", "The tone of the passage can
best be described as...", or "The author uses [rhetorical device] in order to..." indicate what the
question is asking you to do. Understanding the intent behind each question stem helps you focus
your reading and analysis.

Contextualizing Your Answers

Always ensure your answers are grounded in the specific context of the passage. Avoid bringing in
outside knowledge or making assumptions that are not supported by the text. The correct answer will
always be directly supported by evidence within the provided passage. If an answer choice seems
correct but you can't find textual evidence to support it, it's likely the wrong answer.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even with thorough preparation, students can fall into common traps on the AP Lang multiple-choice
section. Recognizing these pitfalls and implementing strategies to avoid them is key to improving
your accuracy and efficiency when working with materials like the 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs.



Misinterpreting Tone or Author's Purpose

One common mistake is misinterpreting the author's tone or purpose. This often stems from not
paying close attention to word choice or the overall context. For example, a sarcastic tone might be
mistaken for a genuine statement. To avoid this, focus on the cumulative effect of the author's
language and consider the potential audience reaction. Re-reading the passage with the specific
question about tone or purpose in mind can also be helpful.

Focusing on Minor Details Over Main Ideas

Another pitfall is getting caught up in minor details within the passage and losing sight of the
overarching argument or main idea. Questions often test your ability to identify the central thesis or
the author's primary concern. Ensure you can articulate the main point of the passage before diving
deep into specific analytical questions. Look for thesis statements, concluding remarks, and recurring
themes.

Selecting Answers Based on Personal Opinion or Prior
Knowledge

The AP Lang exam strictly tests your ability to analyze the provided text, not your personal opinions
or what you already know about the subject matter. Answers that rely on outside information or
personal beliefs are almost always incorrect. Stick to what the passage explicitly states or strongly
implies. Always ask yourself, "Does the passage support this answer choice?"

Reading Too Quickly or Too Slowly

Finding the right balance in reading speed is crucial. Reading too quickly can lead to comprehension
errors, while reading too slowly will result in running out of time. Practice timed readings of passages
and questions to develop a comfortable and efficient pace. If you find yourself consistently struggling
with time, focus on active reading strategies that help you extract key information more efficiently.

Analyzing Specific Question Types from the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam

The 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs offer a valuable snapshot of the question types students will
face. By dissecting these question types, you can better prepare for the specific skills they assess.



Questions on Vocabulary in Context

These questions assess your ability to understand the meaning of a word or phrase as it is used in a
particular sentence or passage. The key here is to substitute the answer choices back into the
sentence and see which one makes the most sense grammatically and contextually, fitting the
author's intended meaning. It's not just about knowing the definition of a word, but understanding its
specific usage in the text.

Questions on Rhetorical Situation

These questions focus on the components of the rhetorical situation: author, audience, purpose,
context, and exigence. They might ask about the author's attitude, the intended audience, or the
specific circumstances that prompted the writing. For example, a question might ask what is implied
about the author's relationship with the audience based on their tone and word choice.

Questions on Structure and Organization

These questions examine how the author structures the passage and organizes their ideas. This could
include the order of arguments, the use of transitions, or the overall logical progression of thought.
Understanding how the passage is built helps in understanding how the author builds their case and
persuures the reader. A question might ask about the function of a particular paragraph within the
larger structure of the essay.

Questions on Figurative Language and Literary Devices

As mentioned earlier, these questions directly test your ability to identify and analyze the effect of
various literary and rhetorical devices. This includes metaphors, similes, personification, hyperbole,
and more. The focus is always on the effect of these devices – how do they contribute to the author's
message, tone, or appeal to the audience?

Tips for Improving Reading Comprehension and Speed

Enhancing your reading comprehension and speed is fundamental to excelling in the AP Language
multiple-choice section. Consistent practice with diverse texts, including those found in the 2020 AP
Lang practice exam MCQs, is crucial.

Read Widely and Consistently



The best way to improve reading comprehension and speed is to read a variety of non-fiction texts
regularly. Expose yourself to different writing styles, genres, and subject matter. The more you read,
the more comfortable you will become with complex sentence structures, varied vocabulary, and
diverse argumentative approaches. This broad exposure is key to being prepared for any passage
that appears on the exam.

Practice Active Reading and Annotation

When reading, engage actively with the text. Underline key arguments, highlight supporting evidence,
and make brief notes in the margins about the author's purpose, tone, or any striking rhetorical
devices. Even if you can't physically annotate, practice these mental strategies. This process helps
you to process information more deeply and retain it better.

Focus on Main Ideas and Supporting Details

Develop the skill of quickly identifying the main idea of each paragraph and the overall thesis of the
passage. Then, learn to differentiate between essential supporting details and less important
information. This allows you to focus your attention on what is most relevant to answering the
questions.

Practice Timed Readings

Simulate exam conditions by practicing reading passages and answering questions within a set time
limit. This helps you develop a sense of pacing and identify areas where you might be spending too
much time. Gradually increase the difficulty and length of texts you practice with to build stamina.

Utilizing 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam MCQs for
Targeted Review

The 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs are not just for assessment; they are powerful tools for
targeted review. Analyzing your performance on these practice questions can reveal specific areas
where you need to focus your study efforts.

Analyze Your Mistakes Thoroughly

After completing a practice set, don't just look at your score. Go back through each question you
answered incorrectly, or even those you guessed on. Understand why you made the mistake. Was it a
misunderstanding of a rhetorical term? Did you misinterpret the author's tone? Were you confused by
the vocabulary? Identifying the root cause of your errors is essential for improvement.



Identify Patterns in Your Errors

Look for recurring patterns in your mistakes. Do you consistently struggle with questions about
figurative language? Do you often miss the author's subtle shifts in tone? Recognizing these patterns
allows you to tailor your study plan. If you're weak on a particular concept, seek out additional
resources or practice exercises specifically targeting that area.

Revisit Weak Areas with Additional Practice

Once you've identified your weak areas, use them as a guide for further study. Seek out additional
practice questions that focus on those specific skills or concepts. The more you practice the areas
where you struggle, the more confident and proficient you will become.

Additional Resources for AP Lang MCQ Preparation

While the 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs are invaluable, supplementing your preparation with
other resources can provide a more comprehensive understanding and a broader range of practice
opportunities.

Official AP Language and Composition Course and Exam Description: This document
from the College Board outlines the exam structure, content, and skills assessed. It is the most
authoritative source for understanding what to expect.

Previous AP Language Exams: Beyond 2020, working through questions from other past AP
exams provides exposure to a wider variety of passages and question styles.

Reputable Test Prep Books: Many publishers offer AP Language test preparation books that
include practice tests, explanations of concepts, and targeted drills for the multiple-choice
section.

Online AP Prep Platforms: Various educational websites and platforms offer AP Language
review materials, practice quizzes, and even full-length practice exams.

High-Quality Non-Fiction Articles: Reading articles from reputable sources like The Atlantic,
The New Yorker, The New York Times, and scientific journals can help build reading stamina and
familiarity with sophisticated prose.

Conclusion: Mastering the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam



MCQs

Successfully navigating the AP Language and Composition exam hinges on a strong command of
rhetorical analysis and effective test-taking strategies. The 2020 AP Lang practice exam MCQs serve
as an indispensable resource in this preparation journey. By understanding the structure of the
multiple-choice section, the key rhetorical concepts tested, and implementing strategic approaches
like active reading and the process of elimination, students can significantly improve their
performance. Analyzing mistakes, identifying patterns, and utilizing a variety of supplementary
resources will further solidify your understanding and build the confidence needed to tackle any
passage. Consistent practice and a focused approach to mastering the skills assessed by the 2020 AP
Lang practice exam MCQs will pave the way for a successful outcome on the AP exam.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the rhetorical analysis essay
on the AP Lang exam, and what key elements must students
address?
The primary purpose is to analyze how a speaker/writer uses rhetorical strategies to achieve their
purpose with a specific audience. Students must identify and explain the effectiveness of strategies
like diction, syntax, tone, figurative language, and appeals (ethos, pathos, logos).

How has the shift to a digital exam format potentially
impacted the types of questions asked or the skills
emphasized in the 2020 AP Lang MCQs?
The digital format might lead to a greater emphasis on digital literacy and understanding of
multimodal texts, though core rhetorical analysis skills remain central. There could be an increase in
passages from online sources or texts that reflect contemporary issues.

What are some common pitfalls students encounter when
answering multiple-choice questions about authorial purpose
or tone in AP Lang?
Common pitfalls include mistaking the subject of a passage for the author's purpose, confusing similar
but distinct tones (e.g., cynical vs. sarcastic), and not thoroughly analyzing the language and its
connotations to infer the author's attitude.

How can students effectively differentiate between a
passage's main idea and its underlying thesis or argument in
the AP Lang MCQs?
Students should look for the author's explicit statement of belief or position, which often goes beyond



a mere summary of the topic. The thesis usually answers the 'so what?' question and guides the
entire passage.

What role does understanding historical and social context
play in interpreting passages on the 2020 AP Lang exam,
especially for older texts?
Context is crucial for understanding the author's intended audience, purpose, and the significance of
certain language or allusions. For older texts, knowledge of the historical period can illuminate
assumptions, societal norms, and the impact of the author's message.

When faced with a complex or unfamiliar vocabulary word in
an AP Lang MCQ passage, what is the most effective strategy
for inferring its meaning?
The most effective strategy is to analyze the surrounding words and sentences for contextual clues.
Look at how the word is used in relation to other concepts, the overall tone, and the sentence's
grammatical structure to deduce its meaning.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the concept of practicing and preparing for the AP Language and
Composition exam, specifically drawing parallels to the idea of a "2020 practice exam MCQ AP Lang":

1. The Art of Argument: An Introduction to Argumentation
This foundational text delves into the core principles of argumentative writing and rhetoric, essential
for understanding the essay questions on the AP Language exam. It breaks down the components of
effective arguments, from thesis construction to evidence utilization. Mastering these concepts is
crucial for tackling the analytical and persuasive tasks presented in the exam's free-response section,
and by extension, for understanding the underlying logic of multiple-choice questions.

2. 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language & Composition 2020
This title directly addresses the "2020" aspect and the practical "practice exam" nature of your
request. It's a comprehensive review guide designed to help students prepare for the AP Language
exam, offering strategies, content review, and full-length practice tests. The book aims to simplify
complex concepts and provide a clear roadmap for success, including practice with multiple-choice
questions.

3. AP English Language and Composition: With 2 Practice Tests
A straightforward title that highlights the essential components of AP Language preparation. This
book offers a focused review of key rhetorical concepts, literary devices, and analytical techniques
necessary for the exam. The inclusion of practice tests, mirroring the structure of the actual AP exam,
allows students to gauge their understanding and identify areas needing further attention, especially
regarding the multiple-choice section.

4. Cracking the AP English Language and Composition Exam, 2020 Edition
This title emphasizes the "cracking" or mastering aspect, akin to successfully completing a practice



exam. It provides in-depth content review, strategic advice for tackling both multiple-choice and
essay questions, and simulated exams. The book is designed to equip students with the tools and
confidence to approach any question type with a systematic and effective strategy, making it highly
relevant to practice exam preparation.

5. Barron's AP English Language and Composition: With 2 Practice Tests
Another prominent review series that aligns with your request for practice exam familiarity. Barron's
offers thorough coverage of the AP Language curriculum, explaining complex rhetorical theories and
providing ample examples. The included practice tests are vital for familiarizing oneself with the
exam's format and difficulty, offering insights into the types of questions, including multiple-choice,
students will encounter.

6. Mastering Rhetoric: A Guide to Analyzing and Crafting Arguments
This book focuses on the analytical and writing skills central to AP Language, which are tested
through both MCQs and essays. It provides in-depth explorations of rhetorical analysis, argument
construction, and stylistic techniques, helping students develop a sophisticated understanding of how
language works. Practicing with this book's exercises can sharpen the skills needed to interpret and
respond to the nuances found in AP Language exam questions.

7. The Princeton Review AP English Language and Composition Premium Prep, 2020
This title signifies a premium, comprehensive approach to preparing for the AP Language exam, again
emphasizing the "2020" timeframe. It offers extensive subject reviews, targeted strategies for each
exam section, and multiple full-length practice tests with detailed explanations. The book aims to
provide a complete toolkit for students seeking to excel, particularly in mastering the diverse question
formats within the multiple-choice section.

8. Practice Makes Perfect: AP English Language & Composition
This title directly embodies the spirit of "practice exam." It's a hands-on workbook designed to build
proficiency through repeated exercises and application of concepts. The focus is on reinforcing
understanding of rhetorical devices, syntax, and analytical skills through various practice scenarios,
mirroring the repetitive yet targeted nature of working through multiple-choice questions on a
practice exam.

9. The Language of Argument: A Guide to Analytical and Persuasive Writing
This book centers on the fundamental understanding of how language functions to persuade and
analyze, directly correlating to the AP Language exam's core objectives. It delves into the intricacies
of rhetorical strategies and logical reasoning, providing students with the intellectual framework
needed to dissect and construct arguments. Familiarity with the concepts presented here is key to
decoding the logic behind AP Language multiple-choice questions and essay prompts.
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