Embark on a captivating journey into the world of the Chicago script musical, a theatrical
phenomenon that has enthralled audiences for decades. This comprehensive guide delves into every
facet of this groundbreaking production, from its historical roots and the brilliance of its Kander and
Ebb score to its iconic choreography and enduring legacy. Discover the compelling narratives of
Roxie Hart and Velma Kelly, two ambitious women navigating the corrupt justice system of 1920s
Chicago. We'll explore the satirical commentary on fame, media, and the pursuit of celebrity that
makes the Chicago musical script so remarkably relevant even today. Prepare to be immersed in
the sizzle, the scandal, and the sheer theatrical brilliance that defines this unforgettable show.
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An Engaging Introduction to the Chicago Script
Musical

The allure of the Chicago script musical is undeniable. It's a production that has cemented its
place in the pantheon of Broadway's greatest hits, a testament to its sharp wit, catchy tunes, and
timeless commentary. From the moment the curtain rises, audiences are transported to a world of
jazz, corruption, and dazzling ambition, all orchestrated by the masterful Kander and Ebb. This
guide offers an in-depth exploration of what makes the Chicago musical script such a perennially
popular and critically acclaimed work of art. We will dissect the narrative, celebrate the musical
genius, and understand the revolutionary choreography that has defined its visual identity. Get
ready to discover the magic behind this iconic stage production.



The Genesis of a Broadway Sensation: The Chicago
Musical Origins

The story of the Chicago script musical is a fascinating one, rooted in the gritty reality of 1920s
Chicago and the sensationalized trials of Beatrice "Bea"ulah Annoux and Belva Gaertner, two women
accused of murder. These real-life cases, which were extensively covered by the Chicago Tribune,
provided the raw material for Maurine Dallas Watkins's 1926 play, "Chicago." It was this play that
would eventually become the foundation for the beloved musical. The journey from play to musical
was a long one, with the initial Broadway production premiering in 1975, featuring a book by
Watkins herself, music by John Kander, and lyrics by Fred Ebb. The original production, directed and
choreographed by the legendary Bob Fosse, set a high bar for all subsequent interpretations of the
Chicago musical script.

From Play to Stage: The Adaptation Process

Adapting Maurine Dallas Watkins's play for the musical stage was a significant undertaking. Kander
and Ebb, known for their ability to blend dark subject matter with infectious musical numbers, found
fertile ground in the play's satirical portrayal of justice, celebrity, and the media's obsession with
sensationalism. The Chicago musical script retained the core of Watkins's critique, amplifying it
through song and dance. Fred Ebb's lyrics are particularly sharp, offering witty observations on the
legal system and the nature of fame. John Kander's music, with its distinctive jazz influences and
vaudeville flair, perfectly complements the period setting and the characters' desperate desires.

The Bob Fosse Influence: Defining the Original Production

Bob Fosse's directorial and choreographic vision was instrumental in shaping the original 1975
production of the Chicago musical script. Fosse's signature style, characterized by sharp, angular
movements, sensuous isolations, and a distinctive use of jazz hands and bowler hats, is intrinsically
linked to the show's identity. He infused the production with a cynical, cabaret-like atmosphere,
using the ensemble to represent the broader societal commentary. The choreography in "Chicago" is
not merely decorative; it serves as a narrative device, revealing the characters' inner turmoil and
their often-manipulative strategies. The iconic "cell block tango" and the mesmerizing "razzle
dazzle" are prime examples of Fosse's genius at work, and they remain central to the enduring
appeal of the Chicago musical script.

Unpacking the Chicago Musical Script: Story, Themes,
and Characters



At its heart, the Chicago script musical tells the story of Roxie Hart, a housewife with dreams of
vaudeville stardom, who murders her lover and, with the help of a cunning lawyer, manipulates the
press and the public to gain fame and escape justice. She finds herself in Cook County Jail alongside
Velma Kelly, a seasoned nightclub singer also accused of murder. The narrative expertly weaves
together their competitive rivalry and their shared ambition to become the next big sensation in a
city obsessed with celebrity and scandal. The Chicago musical script is a masterclass in satirical
storytelling, using the glitz and glamour of the Roaring Twenties to expose the darker undercurrents
of society.

Roxie Hart: The Aspiring Star

Roxie Hart, the central protagonist of the Chicago script musical, is a character driven by an
insatiable desire for fame and recognition. Initially a seemingly naive housewife, Roxie transforms
into a cunning manipulator, using her trial as a platform to achieve her vaudeville dreams. Her
journey in the Chicago musical script is a commentary on how the media can create and destroy
reputations, and how the public's appetite for sensation can override notions of justice. Her iconic
song, "Funny Honey," and her more calculated performances reveal the depths of her ambition and
her understanding of the game.

Velma Kelly: The Jaded Diva

Velma Kelly, the established star and Roxie's main rival in the Chicago script musical, is a
character who embodies the cutthroat nature of the entertainment world. Having enjoyed a
successful career, Velma finds her star fading as Roxie captures the public's attention. Her songs,
such as "All That Jazz" and "When Velma Takes the Room," showcase her talent and her fierce
determination to reclaim her spotlight. Velma represents the established order within the narrative,
a seasoned performer who must contend with a new generation vying for the same elusive fame
promised by the Chicago musical script.

Billy Flynn: The Charismatic Lawyer

Billy Flynn, the sensational defense attorney who represents both Roxie and Velma, is a pivotal
character in the Chicago script musical. He is a master of manipulation, using the press and
public opinion to his clients' advantage. Flynn's smooth-talking, ethically ambiguous nature is
brilliantly captured in his signature song, "All I Care About Is Love," which reveals his true motives
and his cynical understanding of the justice system. His presence in the Chicago musical script
underscores the theme of corruption and the commodification of justice.



Matron "Mama" Morton: The Corrupt Keeper of the Keys

Matron "Mama" Morton, the corrupt matron of the jail, is another key figure in the Chicago script
musical. She embodies the pervasive corruption within the system, demanding payment for favors
and turning a blind eye to the inmates' machinations. Her song, "When You're Good to Mama,"
highlights her transactional approach to her job and her ability to capitalize on the desperation of
others. Mama Morton's character reinforces the theme that in this Chicago, everything, including
justice, has a price.

Themes Explored in the Chicago Musical Script

The Chicago script musical is rich with thematic depth, offering a sharp critique of several
societal issues. At its core, the show dissects the corrupt nature of the justice system, illustrating
how wealth, fame, and media manipulation can override true justice. The musical also provides a
scathing commentary on the obsession with celebrity and the media's role in creating and destroying
stars. The concept of "fame for fame's sake" is a central driving force for Roxie and Velma, as they
exploit any opportunity to get their names in the headlines. Furthermore, the Chicago musical
script explores themes of sin, redemption (or the lack thereof), and the fickle nature of public
opinion.

The Unforgettable Music and Lyrics: Kander and Ebb's
Masterpiece

The musical score of the Chicago script musical is one of its most celebrated aspects, a testament
to the unparalleled partnership of John Kander and Fred Ebb. Their ability to craft songs that are
both musically sophisticated and thematically resonant is legendary. The score for "Chicago" is
infused with the sounds of 1920s jazz, vaudeville, and blues, creating an authentic and electrifying
atmosphere. Each song serves a dual purpose: advancing the plot and revealing character while
simultaneously providing a dazzling musical spectacle. The brilliance of the Chicago musical
script lies in how seamlessly the music and lyrics are integrated into the narrative.

Iconic Songs from the Chicago Score

The Chicago script musical boasts a collection of unforgettable songs that have become standards
in musical theatre. These numbers not only propel the story forward but also offer profound insights
into the characters' motivations and the show's overarching themes. Some of the most renowned
songs include:



e "All That Jazz": The show-stopping opening number that sets the tone and introduces the world
of "Chicago."

e "Funny Honey": Roxie's initial, somewhat naive expression of her desires and her situation.

¢ "When Velma Takes the Room": Velma's confident assertion of her stardom and her magnetic
stage presence.

e "Cell Block Tango": A dramatic and powerful number where the female inmates recount their
tales of murder and betrayal.

e "We Both Reached for the Gun": Billy Flynn's manipulative song explaining how he
orchestrates the media frenzy.

e "Razzle Dazzle": Billy Flynn's anthem about the art of deception and the power of
showmanship.

e "Mr. Cellophane": Amos Hart's poignant lament about being overlooked and forgotten.

These songs, along with many others, contribute significantly to the enduring appeal of the Chicago
musical script.

Kander and Ebb's Lyrical Genius

Fred Ebb's lyrics in the Chicago script musical are characterized by their sharp wit, biting
sarcasm, and keen observations on human nature. He masterfully employs double entendres, clever
wordplay, and vivid imagery to paint a picture of the corrupt, celebrity-obsessed world of 1920s
Chicago. Ebb's ability to imbue even the darkest subject matter with humor and theatricality is a
hallmark of his writing. The lyrics in "Chicago" are not just words; they are carefully crafted
narratives that reveal the characters' cunning, their desperation, and their moral ambiguity.

Kander's Musical Innovation

John Kander's musical compositions for the Chicago script musical are equally impressive.
Drawing inspiration from the jazz and vaudeville traditions of the era, he created a score that is both
historically evocative and timelessly modern. His music is characterized by its strong melodies, its
driving rhythms, and its sophisticated harmonies. Kander's compositions perfectly capture the
energy, the grit, and the seductive glamour of the show's setting. The interplay between Kander's
music and Ebb's lyrics is what elevates the Chicago musical script to the status of a masterpiece.



Bob Fosse's Vision: The Groundbreaking Choreography
of Chicago

The choreography of the Chicago script musical is inextricably linked to the vision of its original
director and choreographer, Bob Fosse. His distinctive style, which revolutionized musical theatre, is
evident in every movement of the show. Fosse's choreography in "Chicago" is not about graceful
balletic movements; instead, it is sharp, angular, sensual, and often deeply symbolic. The dancers'
movements are precise and isolated, conveying a sense of mechanical movement and artificiality
that mirrors the characters' manipulative behavior and the artificiality of their fame. The Fosse
influence is so strong that it has become synonymous with the Chicago musical script itself.

Fosse's Signature Style: Movement and Meaning

Bob Fosse's choreographic language is instantly recognizable. For the Chicago script musical, he
utilized a vocabulary of movements that included turned-in knees, hunched shoulders, stylized jazz
hands, and a unique way of using the pelvis and torso. These movements were not merely
decorative; they were used to express the inner lives of the characters and the oppressive
atmosphere of the jail and the corrupt society they inhabited. The ensemble dancers often embody
the unseen forces at play, the manipulative media, and the fickle public. The ensemble numbers in
"Chicago" are a vibrant and essential part of the storytelling, making the Chicago musical script a
visual feast.

The "Cell Block Tango" as a Choreographic Masterpiece

The "Cell Block Tango" is arguably the most iconic dance number in the Chicago script musical
and a prime example of Fosse's choreographic brilliance. In this number, the female inmates of Cook
County Jail each recount the story of how they murdered their men. The choreography is sharp,
powerful, and imbued with a dark sensuality. The dancers use chairs and their own bodies to express
their rage, their desperation, and their justification for their actions. The number’s impact is so
profound that it has become a cultural touchstone, frequently referenced and parodied, a testament
to the enduring power of the Chicago musical script's choreography.

The Ensemble as a Character

In Fosse's staging of the Chicago script musical, the ensemble is not just a backdrop; they are a
vital character in themselves. They embody the citizens of Chicago, the gossiping public, the
predatory press, and the oppressive forces of the system. Their synchronized movements, often
mirroring the principals' actions or providing a counterpoint, create a rich tapestry of storytelling.
This use of the ensemble is a hallmark of Fosse's work and is crucial to the overall impact of the



Chicago musical script, adding layers of meaning to the narrative.

Iconic Performances and Casting Choices in the
Chicago Musical

The Chicago script musical has been graced by countless legendary performances over the years,
both on Broadway and in its many international productions. The demanding nature of the roles,
requiring exceptional vocal talent, strong acting skills, and the ability to embody the show's
distinctive Fosse-esque style, has attracted some of the entertainment industry's brightest stars.
From the original cast to subsequent revivals and touring companies, the casting of Roxie Hart,
Velma Kelly, and Billy Flynn has often been a major talking point, and these performances are
integral to the enduring success of the Chicago musical script.

Original Broadway Cast and Their Impact

The original 1975 Broadway production of the Chicago script musical featured Gwen Verdon as
Roxie Hart, Chita Rivera as Velma Kelly, and Jerry Orbach as Billy Flynn. These iconic performers
brought their considerable talents and stage presence to the roles, setting a benchmark for all who
followed. Verdon, already a Broadway legend known for her versatility and Fosse's muse, brought a
perfect blend of vulnerability and cunning to Roxie. Rivera, a powerhouse performer with
impeccable stage command, embodied Velma's fierce ambition and fading glamour. Orbach's
portrayal of Billy Flynn was charismatic and darkly humorous, defining the role for generations.

Revivals and Star Power

The 1996 Broadway revival, directed by Walter Bobbie and choreographed by Ann Reinking
(reinterpreting Fosse's original choreography), was a massive critical and commercial success. This
revival introduced the Chicago musical script to a new generation of theatergoers and featured
sensational performances from Bebe Neuwirth as Velma Kelly and Marisa Tomei as Roxie Hart (later
replaced by Brook Shields and then R&B superstar Usher as Billy Flynn). The revival's stripped-
down, minimalist aesthetic, highlighting the raw power of Kander and Ebb's score and Fosse's
choreography, proved to be a winning formula. This production also showcased the versatility of its
cast, with many actors transitioning from other entertainment fields to excel in the demanding roles
within the Chicago musical script.

Notable Guest Stars and Cameos



The enduring popularity of the Chicago script musical has also made it a coveted stage for guest
stars and celebrity cameos. Over the years, the roles of Roxie, Velma, and Billy Flynn have been
played by a diverse range of actors from film, television, and music, including Melanie Griffith,
Sandy Duncan, Christie Brinkley, and Tom Wopat. These special appearances often generate
significant buzz and bring new audiences to the show, further cementing the Chicago musical
script's status as a theatrical landmark.

The Enduring Legacy and Cultural Impact of the
Chicago Musical

The Chicago script musical is more than just a successful Broadway production; it is a cultural
phenomenon that has left an indelible mark on theatre and popular culture. Its themes of corruption,
celebrity, and the sensationalism of the media remain remarkably relevant, making it a timeless
piece of art. The show's unique blend of sharp satire, infectious music, and groundbreaking
choreography has ensured its longevity and its widespread influence. The Chicago musical script
continues to be studied, performed, and celebrated worldwide.

The 2002 Film Adaptation

The critically acclaimed 2002 film adaptation of the Chicago script musical, directed by Rob
Marshall, brought the story to an even wider global audience. Starring Renée Zellweger as Roxie
Hart, Catherine Zeta-Jones as Velma Kelly, and Richard Gere as Billy Flynn, the film was a box office
success and garnered multiple Academy Awards, including Best Picture. The film successfully
translated the theatrical energy and Fosse-inspired choreography to the screen, introducing the
Chicago musical script to millions who might not have had the chance to see it live. The film’s
success further solidified the show's status as a modern classic.

Influence on Musical Theatre

The Chicago script musical, particularly with its minimalist aesthetic and emphasis on stylized
choreography and cynical humor, has had a profound influence on subsequent musical theatre
productions. Its success demonstrated that musicals could tackle darker, more complex themes and
still achieve broad commercial appeal. The show's unapologetic embrace of satire and its willingness
to poke fun at societal institutions have paved the way for other shows that push theatrical
boundaries. The Chicago musical script's innovative approach to storytelling continues to inspire
creators.



"Razzle Dazzle" in Popular Culture

The phrase "razzle dazzle," famously captured in Billy Flynn's signature song from the Chicago
script musical, has become ingrained in popular culture. It refers to the art of illusion, the
manipulation of perception, and the ability to dazzle an audience with showmanship. The concept
perfectly encapsulates the show's themes of media manipulation and the construction of celebrity.
The Chicago musical script, through this memorable phrase and its iconic numbers, has provided
a vocabulary for understanding the world of fame and performance.

Experiencing the Chicago Script Musical: Live
Performances and Beyond

For theater enthusiasts and newcomers alike, experiencing the Chicago script musical live is an
unparalleled event. The energy of a live performance, the power of Kander and Ebb's score
resonating through a theater, and the visual spectacle of the choreography combine to create a truly
immersive experience. Whether attending a Broadway production, a touring company, or a local
theater's rendition, the magic of "Chicago" remains potent. The Chicago musical script offers a
consistently thrilling theatrical journey.

Broadway and Touring Productions

The Chicago script musical continues to be a staple on Broadway, with the long-running revival
playing to packed houses for decades. Additionally, national and international tours ensure that
audiences around the globe have the opportunity to witness this theatrical marvel firsthand. These
touring productions meticulously recreate the show's iconic look and feel, allowing new generations
to discover the brilliance of the Chicago musical script and its enduring themes.

Community and Educational Theatre

Beyond professional stages, the Chicago script musical is a popular choice for community and
educational theater groups. Its challenging yet rewarding roles provide excellent opportunities for
aspiring actors and technicians to hone their skills. The show's accessibility in terms of staging and
its universal themes make it a compelling choice for schools and local theaters looking to produce a
high-impact musical. The Chicago musical script serves as a valuable learning tool for developing
artists.



Watching the Film Adaptation

For those unable to attend a live performance, the 2002 film adaptation of the Chicago script
musical offers a fantastic way to experience the story, music, and choreography. The film captures
the essence of the stage show, with outstanding performances and a visually stunning interpretation
of the Fosse-inspired dances. It’s a testament to the strength of the Chicago musical script that it
translates so effectively across different mediums.

Why the Chicago Musical Script Continues to Resonate

The remarkable staying power of the Chicago script musical can be attributed to several key
factors. Its ability to resonate with contemporary audiences stems from its timeless themes and its
unflinching portrayal of human ambition, corruption, and the pervasive influence of media. The
Chicago musical script remains relevant because the issues it explores are as pertinent today as
they were a century ago.

Timeless Satire and Social Commentary

The satirical edge of the Chicago script musical is its greatest strength. It skewers the justice
system, the sensationalist press, and the public's insatiable appetite for celebrity scandal. In an era
of reality television, social media influencers, and a 24/7 news cycle, the show's commentary on
fame, notoriety, and the construction of narrative feels more potent than ever. The Chicago
musical script holds a mirror up to society, revealing its often-hypocritical nature.

The Power of Kander & Ebb's Score

The unforgettable music and lyrics by Kander and Ebb are the lifeblood of the Chicago script
musical. The songs are not only incredibly catchy and brilliantly crafted but also deeply embedded
in the narrative and character development. They provide the emotional core and the driving force
of the show, making the audience connect with the characters' desires, their triumphs, and their
failures. The sheer musicality of the Chicago musical script ensures its lasting appeal.

The Enduring Appeal of Fosse's Choreography

Bob Fosse's groundbreaking choreography is another critical element that contributes to the
Chicago script musical's enduring legacy. His signature style is sensual, sharp, and deeply



expressive, adding a visual dynamism that is both captivating and thought-provoking. The
choreography tells as much of the story as the script or the music, and its impact continues to be felt
throughout the theatre world. The distinct visual identity of the Chicago musical script is largely
due to this revolutionary dance style.

Conclusion: The Eternal Allure of the Chicago Script
Musical

In conclusion, the Chicago script musical stands as a towering achievement in the landscape of
modern theatre. Its masterful blend of sharp satire, unforgettable music, and iconic choreography
has captivated audiences for generations, proving that its themes of ambition, corruption, and the
intoxicating allure of fame are truly timeless. From the origins of Maurine Dallas Watkins's play to
the revolutionary vision of Bob Fosse and the enduring brilliance of Kander and Ebb, every element
of the Chicago musical script converges to create a theatrical experience that is both exhilarating
and thought-provoking. Whether you've witnessed it on stage, seen the acclaimed film adaptation, or
are just discovering its magic, the Chicago musical script continues to dazzle, provoke, and
entertain, solidifying its place as an eternal masterpiece of the American musical theatre canon.



