
city of god st augustine

Discover the profound connection between faith, philosophy, and the enduring
legacy of Saint Augustine in the context of the "City of God." This
comprehensive article delves into Augustine's magnum opus, exploring its
historical backdrop, core theological arguments, and lasting impact on
Western thought. We will examine how Augustine contrasted the earthly city
with the divine City of God, offering insights into human history, divine
providence, and the nature of true peace. From understanding Augustine's
philosophical framework to appreciating his vision of a perfect society, this
exploration aims to illuminate the multifaceted brilliance of the City of God
and its relevance to the modern world.
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Introduction to the City of God and Saint
Augustine
Saint Augustine of Hippo, a towering figure in Christian theology and Western
philosophy, penned one of his most influential works, The City of God (De
Civitate Dei), in the early 5th century CE. This monumental treatise was a
direct response to the Sack of Rome in 410 CE by the Visigoths, an event that
sent shockwaves throughout the Roman Empire and led many to question the
efficacy of Christianity in protecting the state. Augustine, a bishop and
profound thinker, sought to defend Christianity and offer a philosophical and
theological framework for understanding history, society, and humanity's
ultimate destiny. The concept of the "city of God" as presented by Augustine
is not a physical metropolis but a spiritual community, a gathering of people
united by their love for God and their ultimate hope in eternal salvation.
This seminal work provides a powerful contrast between the temporal, earthly
realm and the eternal, divine realm, shaping Western thought for centuries.
Understanding the City of God requires grappling with Augustine's intricate
arguments about human nature, the nature of good and evil, and the
overarching plan of divine providence. It's a journey into the mind of one of
history's greatest intellectuals, offering profound insights into the human
condition and our relationship with the divine. This exploration will
illuminate the core tenets of this foundational text, its historical
significance, and its enduring impact on theology, philosophy, and the very
way we conceptualize society and spiritual life. The "city of God st
augustine" represents a complex and deeply meaningful articulation of faith,
reason, and the unfolding of human history under divine guidance.

Understanding the Historical Context of
Augustine's City of God
The creation of The City of God by Saint Augustine was deeply rooted in the
turbulent historical circumstances of the late Roman Empire. The Roman world
was in a state of profound crisis. For centuries, Rome had been the dominant
power, an empire synonymous with order, law, and civilization. However, by
the turn of the 5th century, it was facing unprecedented internal decay and
external pressures. Barbarian invasions were becoming increasingly frequent
and successful, culminating in the devastating Sack of Rome by Alaric and the
Visigoths in 410 CE. This event was a psychological and political catastrophe
for the Romans, many of whom still clung to traditional pagan beliefs. They
blamed the abandonment of the old gods and the rise of Christianity for
Rome's decline, arguing that the Christian God had failed to protect his
followers' earthly city.

Augustine, as the Bishop of Hippo Regius in North Africa, witnessed firsthand
the anxieties and spiritual searching of his time. He understood that many
pagans and even some Christians were questioning the validity and power of



their faith in the face of such widespread devastation. This prevailing
sentiment created the immediate impetus for The City of God. Augustine's
intention was not merely to refute pagan accusations but to offer a
comprehensive Christian philosophy of history. He aimed to demonstrate that
the fall of Rome, while tragic, was not the end of the world nor a sign of
God's abandonment. Instead, he presented a grand narrative that placed
earthly empires within the context of a larger, eternal divine plan. The
struggles and eventual collapse of earthly kingdoms, including Rome, were, in
Augustine's view, part of God's providential ordering of human affairs,
leading towards the ultimate establishment of his eternal City.

Augustine's Philosophical and Theological
Foundations
Saint Augustine's intellectual framework for The City of God was built upon a
rich foundation of philosophical and theological thought, blending
Neoplatonic influences with deeply held Christian doctrines. His early
philosophical journey led him through Manichaeism and then to a profound
engagement with Neoplatonism, particularly the works of Plotinus. From
Neoplatonism, Augustine adopted concepts such as the immutability of God, the
hierarchy of being, and the idea of an eternal, perfect realm contrasted with
the changing, imperfect material world. He also incorporated the Neoplatonic
emphasis on the soul's ascent toward God through intellectual and spiritual
purification. However, Augustine critically adapted these ideas to fit within
a Christian worldview.

Theologically, Augustine was firmly rooted in the teachings of the Apostles
and the early Church Fathers. He embraced the doctrine of the Trinity, the
Incarnation of Jesus Christ, the necessity of grace for salvation, and the
authority of Scripture. His understanding of human nature was profoundly
shaped by the doctrine of Original Sin, which he articulated with great
force. He believed that humanity, through the disobedience of Adam and Eve,
had fallen from a state of grace, resulting in a corrupted will and a
propensity toward sin. This doctrine is crucial for understanding Augustine's
distinction between the two cities. He saw the human race as fundamentally
divided into two groups based on their ultimate object of love and
allegiance: those who love God above all else and those who love themselves
or the world above God.

Furthermore, Augustine's hermeneutics, his approach to interpreting
Scripture, was vital. He saw the Bible as divinely inspired and the ultimate
source of truth. His exegesis of Old and New Testament narratives provided
the historical and theological framework for his understanding of divine
providence and the unfolding of salvation history. The interplay between his
philosophical insights and his robust theological convictions allowed
Augustine to construct a comprehensive vision that addressed the anxieties of
his era while offering a timeless perspective on God's relationship with
creation and humanity.



The Two Cities: Earthly and Divine
Central to the entire thesis of The City of God is Augustine's profound
distinction between two symbolic, yet real, "cities"—the Earthly City and the
City of God. These are not merely geographical locations or political
entities in the conventional sense, but rather communities defined by their
fundamental orientation, their ultimate object of love, and their guiding
principles. Augustine posits that from the beginning of human history, the
human race has been divided into these two distinct fellowships, interwoven
and intermingled in this life but ultimately destined for separate eternal
fates.

The Earthly City, according to Augustine, is the temporal realm,
characterized by human pride, self-love, and a focus on earthly glory,
wealth, and power. Its citizens are those who prioritize their own will and
desires above the will of God. They find their ultimate satisfaction and
security in transient worldly possessions and achievements. The institutions
of the Earthly City, such as states and empires, are established by humans
and are often the instruments through which earthly ambitions are pursued.
While Augustine acknowledges that the Earthly City can achieve a degree of
temporal peace and order, this peace is imperfect and fragile, constantly
threatened by sin, conflict, and the inherent transience of all earthly
things. The pursuit of peace in the Earthly City is often a peace based on
the subjugation of others or the imposition of human will, rather than a
peace rooted in divine justice and love. Examples of the Earthly City can be
seen throughout history in the rise and fall of empires, driven by human
ambition and often marked by violence and injustice.

In stark contrast, the City of God represents the spiritual community of
those who are bound together by their love of God, even to the contempt of
self. Its citizens are those whose hearts are oriented towards eternal truth
and divine justice. They acknowledge God's sovereignty and seek to live
according to His will, finding their ultimate hope and fulfillment in Him.
The City of God is not a physical empire on earth; rather, it is a spiritual
reality that encompasses believers throughout history, from Abel to the
present day and into eternity. Its ultimate home is not this earthly life but
the heavenly kingdom. The citizens of the City of God are characterized by
humility, faith, hope, and charity. They may live within earthly kingdoms and
participate in their civic life, but their primary allegiance is to God. They
seek a true and enduring peace, which is the tranquility of order in God, a
peace that transcends the vicissitudes of earthly political fortunes.

Key Themes and Arguments in the City of God
Augustine's The City of God is a vast and intricate work, exploring a
multitude of interconnected themes that together form a cohesive philosophy
of history and human existence. He meticulously dissects the nature of human
societies, the role of divine intervention, and the ultimate destiny of
humankind. The work is structured to address the criticisms leveled against
Christianity following the Sack of Rome, but it quickly expands to encompass



a much broader theological and philosophical inquiry. Understanding these key
themes is essential to grasping Augustine's overarching vision and the
enduring significance of his magnum opus.

The Nature of the Earthly City
Augustine presents the Earthly City as a product of human sin and a
reflection of humanity's fallen state. It is characterized by a love of self
that extends even to the contempt of God. The primary motivation for its
citizens is the pursuit of temporal power, glory, and pleasure. Augustine
argues that the republics and empires of this world, while they may establish
laws and maintain a semblance of order, are fundamentally flawed because they
are founded upon humanistic principles rather than divine truth. They are
marked by internal division, conflict, and a constant struggle for dominance.
The peace that the Earthly City seeks is a superficial and fleeting order,
achieved through force or compromise, but never truly reflecting divine
harmony. Justice in the Earthly City, while sometimes present, is often
distorted by self-interest and the pursuit of earthly advantage. Augustine
acknowledges that virtuous individuals can exist within the Earthly City and
contribute to its betterment, but he emphasizes that their ultimate
citizenship and hope lie elsewhere.

The Nature of the City of God
In contrast, the City of God is founded upon the love of God extending to the
contempt of self. Its citizens are those who are predestined by God for
eternal life and are united by faith, hope, and charity. This city is not
bound by earthly territory but exists in the hearts of believers and will
find its ultimate fulfillment in the New Jerusalem, the heavenly Jerusalem.
The citizens of the City of God are characterized by humility, submission to
God's will, and a longing for divine justice and eternal peace. They
participate in the earthly realm but remain detached from its ultimate
claims. Their activities are motivated by a desire to glorify God and to
advance His kingdom. The peace sought by the City of God is the "tranquility
of order" which is found in God, a peace that encompasses both the individual
soul and the community of believers. This peace is not merely the absence of
conflict but a positive state of right relationship with God and with one
another, flowing from divine love and justice.

The Role of Divine Providence
A cornerstone of Augustine's argument is the doctrine of divine providence.
He asserts that God is not merely a distant creator but is actively involved
in the governance of the universe and the unfolding of human history. Every
event, from the rise and fall of empires to the seemingly random misfortunes
of individuals, is, in some way, part of God's overarching plan. Augustine
argues that God uses both the good and the bad actions of humans, as well as



natural events, to achieve His ultimate purposes. He uses the falls of
kingdoms, including Rome, not as evidence of God's impotence, but as
demonstrations of His sovereign power and his wisdom in ordering all things
for the ultimate good of His chosen people and the advancement of His eternal
kingdom. This understanding of providence is what allows Augustine to frame
history within a redemptive narrative, assuring believers that even in times
of suffering and destruction, God's plan is in motion.

Justice, Peace, and Society
Augustine's concepts of justice and peace are deeply intertwined with his
understanding of the two cities. True justice, for Augustine, is rooted in
God's law and is the proper ordering of all things according to God's will.
In the Earthly City, justice is often an imperfect approximation, serving the
interests of the ruling powers. In the City of God, justice is fully realized
in God's eternal kingdom, where all things are rightly ordered. Similarly,
peace is defined by Augustine as "the tranquility of order." The peace of the
Earthly City is a temporary and fragile state, often achieved through
coercion and the suppression of disorder. The peace of the City of God is a
deeper, more profound tranquility that stems from a right relationship with
God and the alignment of one's will with His. This implies that while the
Earthly City can aim for a temporary peace, only the City of God can achieve
true and lasting peace.

The Problem of Evil and Suffering
The problem of evil and suffering was a central concern for Augustine,
especially in light of the sack of Rome. He grappled with how a good and all-
powerful God could permit evil and suffering in the world. Augustine's
solution was to argue that evil is not a positive substance or force, but
rather a privation or corruption of good. God, in His infinite wisdom,
permits evil to exist, but He ultimately uses it for His purposes. He does
not create evil, but rather allows its existence as a consequence of the free
will of created beings, particularly the fallen angels and humanity.
Suffering, therefore, can be a test of faith, a means of purification, or a
consequence of human sin. For the citizens of the City of God, suffering in
this life is temporary and is ultimately overcome by the eternal joys of the
City of God. The work provides solace and perspective for those experiencing
hardship, assuring them that their afflictions are not meaningless but are
part of a larger, divinely orchestrated reality.

The Significance of Christianity in Augustine's
Vision
Christianity is not merely a subject within The City of God; it is the very
foundation upon which Augustine builds his entire argument. He contends that
the Christian faith offers the only true path to salvation and eternal



happiness. Jesus Christ, as the Son of God, is the central figure in both
cities, but His role and significance are understood differently by their
respective citizens. For the citizens of the Earthly City, Christ may be seen
as a historical figure or a moral teacher, but His salvific work is often
overlooked or rejected. For the citizens of the City of God, Christ is the
divine Redeemer, the mediator between God and humanity, whose sacrifice and
resurrection provide the means for reconciliation with God and the promise of
eternal life. Augustine emphasizes that the Church, as the visible
manifestation of the City of God on earth, is the vessel through which God's
grace is dispensed and the community through which believers are nurtured in
their faith. The sacraments, the teachings of Scripture, and the fellowship
of believers are all essential components of the Christian life that prepare
individuals for their ultimate citizenship in the heavenly City.

Impact and Legacy of the City of God
The City of God stands as one of the most influential works in Western
intellectual history, profoundly shaping theological thought, political
philosophy, and the broader understanding of human civilization. Its impact
can be traced through centuries, influencing scholars, theologians, rulers,
and ordinary individuals alike. The ideas articulated by Saint Augustine in
this seminal work provided a framework for interpreting the events of his
time and offered enduring principles for understanding the relationship
between faith and the world, the church and the state, and the temporal and
the eternal.

Influence on Political Philosophy
Augustine's distinction between the Earthly City and the City of God had a
seismic impact on political philosophy, particularly regarding the
relationship between church and state. While he recognized the necessity and
legitimacy of secular government as ordained by God for the maintenance of
order, he maintained that earthly states could never provide ultimate
fulfillment or justice. This perspective laid the groundwork for centuries of
debate about the roles and boundaries of religious and secular authority.
Thinkers throughout the Middle Ages and beyond drew upon Augustine's ideas to
articulate concepts of natural law, just war, and the limits of political
power. His work contributed to the development of the idea that earthly
rulers are accountable to God, and that true justice must be grounded in
divine principles. The "city of god st augustine" concept provided a
theological underpinning for the establishment and governance of Christian
kingdoms and the enduring influence of the Church in political affairs.

Influence on Theology and Church History
Theological discourse has been indelibly marked by The City of God.
Augustine's robust defense of Christianity against pagan criticisms provided



essential apologetic arguments that resonated for generations. His
articulation of concepts like divine providence, the nature of sin and grace,
and the eschatological hope of the Church became cornerstones of Christian
doctrine. The work provided a comprehensive theological framework for
understanding the unfolding of salvation history, from creation to the final
judgment. It offered a way for Christians to navigate the complexities of
life in a post-Roman world, maintaining their spiritual identity and hope
amidst political instability. The Church itself was seen as the nascent form
of the City of God, a spiritual reality growing and developing within the
temporal sphere, guided by God's grace and the teachings of Scripture. This
theological understanding continues to inform Christian ecclesiology and its
understanding of its mission in the world.

Enduring Relevance of the City of God
The relevance of Saint Augustine's The City of God extends far beyond its
historical context. In an age still grappling with issues of secularism,
political instability, and the search for meaning, Augustine's insights
remain remarkably pertinent. His exploration of the human longing for
justice, peace, and ultimate fulfillment speaks to enduring aspects of the
human condition. The timeless contrast between transient earthly pursuits and
eternal spiritual realities continues to resonate, encouraging introspection
and a re-evaluation of priorities. The "city of god st augustine" offers a
perspective that helps individuals and societies grapple with the
complexities of morality, the nature of true happiness, and the pursuit of
lasting peace. In a world often characterized by division and conflict,
Augustine's vision of a unified community bound by love for God provides a
powerful aspirational model. His work serves as a constant reminder that
while earthly cities may crumble, the foundations of the City of God are
eternal and unshakeable.

Conclusion: The Timeless Wisdom of the City of
God
Saint Augustine's monumental work, The City of God, remains a profound and
enduring testament to his theological acumen and philosophical depth. Born
from the ashes of a crumbling empire, this comprehensive treatise offered not
only a robust defense of Christianity but also a sweeping philosophy of
history that continues to shape our understanding of God, humanity, and
society. By drawing a clear distinction between the transient nature of the
Earthly City and the eternal reality of the City of God, Augustine provided a
framework for navigating the complexities of life, faith, and the pursuit of
true peace. His meticulous exploration of themes such as divine providence,
the nature of justice, and the problem of evil offers timeless wisdom for
confronting the challenges of any era. The legacy of the "city of god st
augustine" is vast, influencing political thought, theological doctrine, and
the very fabric of Western civilization for over fifteen centuries. As we



continue to grapple with similar questions of order, meaning, and ultimate
belonging, Augustine's insights serve as a crucial guide, reminding us that
our ultimate hope and true citizenship lie in a realm that transcends earthly
kingdoms, a realm founded on divine love and eternal justice. The enduring
power of The City of God lies in its ability to offer perspective, solace,
and a call to orient our lives toward an eternal destiny, a destiny found
within God's own divine city.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the City of God and its significance to St.
Augustine?
The City of God, written by St. Augustine of Hippo, is a monumental
theological and philosophical work that contrasts two 'cities' or societies:
the City of God, characterized by love of God and eternal peace, and the
Earthly City, driven by self-love and transient pursuits. Augustine wrote it
in response to the sack of Rome by the Visigoths in 410 AD, arguing that
Christianity was not to blame and that the true hope for humanity lay in the
spiritual City of God.

When did St. Augustine write 'The City of God' and
why was it a significant undertaking?
Augustine began writing 'The City of God' around 413 AD and finished it in
426 AD. This 22-book magnum opus was a significant undertaking because it
aimed to provide a comprehensive defense of Christianity against pagan
criticisms and to offer a profound theological framework for understanding
history, society, and human destiny.

How does 'The City of God' influence modern
political and religious thought?
The City of God has had a profound and lasting influence on Western political
and religious thought. Its concept of a divinely ordained order, the
separation of spiritual and temporal powers, and the idea of history
progressing towards a divine end have resonated throughout centuries, shaping
discussions on the roles of church and state, justice, and the nature of good
governance.

What are some of the key themes explored in 'The
City of God'?
Key themes in 'The City of God' include the nature of good and evil, the
problem of suffering, the meaning of history, the concept of divine
providence, the distinction between the sacred and the secular, the nature of



peace, and the ultimate destiny of humanity. Augustine uses biblical
narratives and philosophical reasoning to explore these profound concepts.

How did the fall of Rome prompt Augustine to write
'The City of God'?
Following the Visigothic sack of Rome in 410 AD, many pagans blamed
Christianity for the empire's decline. Augustine, in 'The City of God,'
sought to refute these accusations. He argued that Rome's earthly glories
were inherently fleeting and that true and lasting security and happiness
could only be found in the spiritual City of God, which is not bound by the
fortunes of earthly empires.

What is the ultimate goal or resolution proposed by
St. Augustine in 'The City of God'?
The ultimate resolution offered by St. Augustine in 'The City of God' is the
eternal peace and fulfillment found in the City of God. He posits that
through faith, grace, and adherence to God's will, individuals can become
citizens of this heavenly city, transcending the limitations and
imperfections of the earthly realm and achieving true and everlasting
happiness.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Augustine of Hippo and his concept of the
"City of God," with short descriptions:

1. The City of God by Augustine of Hippo
This foundational work, written in response to the sacking of Rome, contrasts
the earthly city with the eternal City of God. Augustine explores history,
theology, philosophy, and politics, arguing that true peace and ultimate
fulfillment are found in divine grace and the heavenly city, not in temporal
empires or worldly achievements. It's a sweeping intellectual and spiritual
defense of Christianity in the face of pagan criticism.

2. Augustine's City of God: A Critical Companion edited by George Frederick
Ritchie
This collection brings together essays from various scholars offering in-
depth analysis and diverse perspectives on Augustine's masterpiece. The
essays delve into specific themes, arguments, and historical contexts within
The City of God, providing readers with a comprehensive scholarly
understanding of its complexities. It’s an ideal resource for those seeking
to unpack the intricacies of Augustine’s thought on society, history, and the
divine.

3. City of God: Augustine's Vision of History by Rolland Hein
This book focuses specifically on Augustine's groundbreaking philosophy of



history as presented in The City of God. Hein examines how Augustine
structured his narrative of human events, placing them within a divine
providential framework. The work illuminates Augustine's ideas about the
nature of time, the origin and destiny of humanity, and the ultimate triumph
of God's plan.

4. Augustine and the City of God by David J. McGonigle
McGonigle provides a clear and accessible introduction to Augustine's
monumental work and its significance. He explains the historical backdrop
that prompted Augustine to write and breaks down the key theological and
philosophical arguments presented. The book aims to make the complex ideas of
The City of God understandable to a wider audience interested in its lasting
impact on Western thought.

5. Augustine: A Very Short Introduction by Mary Beard and John Henderson
While not exclusively about The City of God, this concise introduction offers
essential context for understanding Augustine's life and thought, including
the ideas that shaped his magnum opus. Beard and Henderson provide a lively
overview of Augustine's intellectual journey and his influence on subsequent
centuries. It's a great starting point for grasping the man behind the
monumental theological and philosophical systems.

6. The Two Cities: Medieval Europe 500-1500 by Norman Cantor
Cantor's work, while covering a broad sweep of medieval history, frequently
engages with the enduring legacy of Augustine's concept of the two cities. He
analyzes how this dualistic understanding of the spiritual and temporal
realms shaped political and social structures throughout the Middle Ages. The
book illustrates the practical and conceptual influence of The City of God on
medieval European development.

7. City of God: Augustine's Philosophy of History by Ernest L. Fortin
Fortin offers a focused examination of the philosophical underpinnings of
Augustine's historical vision in The City of God. He delves into Augustine's
engagement with classical thinkers and his reinterpretation of human history
through a theological lens. This book is valuable for understanding the
intellectual architecture of Augustine's arguments about divine providence
and the destiny of humankind.

8. Augustine's Debt to the Pagan Orators by Walter J. Oates
This scholarly work explores the rhetorical and philosophical influences on
Augustine's writing, particularly in The City of God. Oates investigates how
Augustine adapted and responded to classical pagan thought and oratorical
traditions in his defense of Christianity and his articulation of the City of
God. It provides crucial context for the intellectual milieu in which
Augustine composed his most famous work.

9. Christianity and the Roman Empire by William G. Rusch
This book examines the complex relationship between early Christianity and
the Roman Empire, a context directly relevant to Augustine's motivations for
writing The City of God. Rusch explores the challenges and opportunities
faced by Christians within the imperial structure, including the accusations



leveled against them after the sack of Rome. Understanding this historical
setting is key to appreciating the arguments Augustine makes in his
masterpiece.

City Of God St Augustine

City Of God St Augustine

Related Articles
collaborative problem solving worksheet
circulatory system answer key
come as you are nirvana 1

Back to Home

https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-03/city-of-god-st-augustine.pdf
https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-03/collaborative-problem-solving-worksheet.pdf
https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-03/circulatory-system-answer-key.pdf
https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-03/come-as-you-are-nirvana-1.pdf
https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com

