come now is the time to worship lyrics

Understanding the Core Message of "Come, Now
Is the Time to Worship" Lyrics

The timeless hymn "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" resonates deeply within Christian
congregations worldwide, offering a powerful invitation to collective devotion. Its simple yet
profound lyrics guide believers toward a moment of shared spiritual encounter,
emphasizing the immediacy and significance of worshipping God. This article delves into
the heart of these beloved lyrics, exploring their meaning, context, and enduring impact on
worship practices. We will dissect the verses, understand the theological underpinnings,
and uncover why "come now is the time to worship lyrics" continues to inspire hearts and
minds. From the congregational call to the personal surrender, the lyrics of this song serve
as a beacon, drawing individuals into a deeper communion with the divine. Prepare to
explore the spiritual journey encapsulated within each line.
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The Genesis and Significance of "Come, Now Is
the Time to Worship"

The song "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship," penned by Robin Mark, emerged in the late



1990s and quickly became a staple in contemporary Christian worship. Its significance lies
in its ability to articulate a universal desire for connection with God, transcending
denominational boundaries. The simplicity of its message, directly addressing the
congregation with an urgent yet inviting call, has contributed immensely to its popularity.
The phrase "come now is the time to worship" itself encapsulates a sense of present
opportunity and divine readiness. It speaks to the belief that God is always present and
accessible, and that every moment is an opportune time to offer praise and adoration. This
song’s impact is not merely musical; it’s theological, encouraging a posture of humility and
reverence. The lyrical content is designed to shift focus from the everyday concerns to the
eternal presence of the divine, fostering an atmosphere conducive to spiritual reflection
and communion.

The Author and His Vision

Robin Mark, a Northern Irish worship leader and songwriter, crafted "Come, Now Is the Time
to Worship" with a clear intention: to facilitate genuine and heartfelt worship. His vision was
to create a song that was accessible to all believers, regardless of their musical
background, and that would serve as a powerful catalyst for corporate and personal
encounters with God. The lyrics reflect a deep understanding of the biblical imperative to
worship, drawing from various scriptures that emphasize praise and adoration. Mark's
personal testimony often highlights the spontaneous outpouring of the Spirit that
accompanied the writing and initial singing of the song, further cementing its spiritual
significance. The song's journey from a personal expression of faith to a global anthem is a
testament to its divine inspiration and Mark's dedication to leading people into God's
presence.

Impact on Contemporary Worship Music

The advent of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" marked a significant moment in the
evolution of contemporary Christian worship music. It exemplified a shift towards more
congregational-focused songs, with direct invitations and easily singable melodies. The
lyrics, particularly the recurring theme of "come now is the time to worship," provided a
clear and compelling directive for worship gatherings. This song helped to shape the lyrical
and thematic landscape of worship, influencing countless other songs that followed. Its
ability to unite people in a shared experience of worship, creating an atmosphere of
collective reverence, is unparalleled. The song’s enduring presence in worship services
across diverse denominations underscores its effectiveness in fostering a deep spiritual
connection.

Deconstructing the "Come, Now Is the Time to
Worship" Lyrics: A Verse-by-Verse Analysis

The strength of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" lies in its lyrical clarity and theological
depth. Each verse, while concise, carries profound meaning, guiding the worshipper
through stages of realization and response. The repeated chorus acts as a powerful anchor,



reinforcing the central message of immediate and present worship. Understanding the
nuances within the lyrics allows for a richer appreciation of the song's purpose and its call
to action. Let's explore what each part of these impactful "come now is the time to worship
lyrics" conveys.

Verse 1: Recognizing the Sacred Presence

The opening verse typically sets the stage by acknowledging the holiness of God and the
sacredness of the moment. It often speaks of God's presence being near, inviting believers
to acknowledge His majesty. Phrases might include recognizing God's throne or His dwelling
among His people. This initial recognition is crucial, as it establishes the foundation for
worship. It's about opening our eyes to see God in our midst, preparing our hearts to offer
Him the reverence He deserves. The transition from everyday consciousness to awareness
of the divine is a key theme introduced here.

Verse 2: The Heart's Response to God's Grace

Subsequent verses delve into the personal and relational aspect of worship. They often
focus on God's love, mercy, and saving grace, prompting a grateful response from the
worshipper. The lyrics encourage a turning away from sin and a turning towards God,
embracing His forgiveness and love. This part of the song calls for an inward reflection,
acknowledging one's dependence on God and the transformative power of His presence.
It’s about moving beyond mere intellectual assent to a heartfelt surrender.

The Chorus: The Central Invitation

The chorus, with its iconic line, "Come, now is the time to worship," serves as the song's
pulsating heart. It is a direct and unambiguous call to action. This phrase is not just an
invitation; it is an declaration of the opportune moment for worship. It implies that God is
ready to receive our praise, and that there is no better time than the present. The
repetition of this line reinforces its urgency and importance, ensuring that the core
message is received by every worshipper. This is where the congregational aspect truly
shines, as all are encouraged to unite in this common purpose.

Bridge: Expressing Unreserved Adoration

Many worship songs include a bridge that offers a heightened expression of adoration or a
new perspective. In the context of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship," a bridge might
elaborate on God's attributes - His power, His faithfulness, His glory - or articulate the
profound joy and peace found in His presence. This section often builds in intensity, leading
to a final, fervent outpouring of worship. It’s a moment to let go of all inhibitions and offer
unreserved praise.



Theological Foundations Embedded in the Lyrics

The enduring appeal of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" is deeply rooted in its
alignment with fundamental Christian theological principles. The lyrics are not merely
poetic expressions but are grounded in biblical truths about God’s nature, His relationship
with humanity, and the purpose of worship. Understanding these foundations enriches the
meaning behind the "come now is the time to worship lyrics" and elevates the worship
experience.

God's Immanence and Transcendence

The lyrics reflect the biblical understanding of God as both transcendent (existing beyond
the physical universe) and immanent (present within the world and within His people). The
call to "come now" suggests God’s immanence - He is here, accessible, and ready to be
encountered. Simultaneously, the references to God’s holiness and majesty point to His
transcendence, acknowledging His supreme and incomparable nature. This balance assures
believers that God is both intimately present and infinitely greater than anything we can
comprehend.

The Importance of Present-Moment Worship

The emphasis on "now" in the lyrics underscores the biblical teaching on the importance of
present-moment worship. Many passages in Scripture encourage believers to offer praise at
all times and in all circumstances. The song captures this urgency, reminding us that God’s
grace and presence are not confined to specific times or places but are available to us in
every present moment. This perspective liberates worship from rigid structures and
encourages a spontaneous and continuous engagement with the divine.

Worship as a Response to Grace

Fundamentally, the lyrics frame worship as a response to God's abundant grace, love, and
saving power. True worship is not a duty performed out of obligation but a heartfelt
expression of gratitude for what God has done. The song implicitly acknowledges God's
work of salvation, prompting a response of adoration and thanksgiving. It is this recognition
of divine favor that fuels genuine and unfeigned worship.

The Holy Spirit's Role in Worship

While not always explicitly stated, the lyrics subtly point to the work of the Holy Spirit in
enabling and guiding worship. It is the Spirit who convicts hearts, draws us to God, and
empowers us to worship in spirit and in truth. The song’s ability to foster a deep spiritual
connection is a testament to the Spirit's active presence in the lives of believers, making
the encounter with God possible and transformative.



"Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" in Corporate
Worship Settings

The impact of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" is most powerfully felt within the context
of corporate worship. Its design makes it an ideal congregational anthem, fostering unity
and shared spiritual experience. The "come now is the time to worship lyrics" are crafted to
engage the entire community of faith.

Unifying the Congregation

The direct address and repetitive, accessible chorus serve to unify a diverse congregation.
Regardless of individual backgrounds or musical proficiency, everyone can join in singing
the core message. This shared act of singing becomes a tangible expression of the
community’s collective focus on God, breaking down barriers and fostering a sense of
togetherness in worship. It creates a common voice for praise.

Facilitating a Shift in Atmosphere

The song is often strategically placed within a worship service to mark a transition from
introductory elements to deeper engagement. Its insistent invitation to worship helps to
shift the collective mindset from worldly concerns to spiritual focus. The repetition of the
phrase "come now is the time to worship" acts as a sonic anchor, drawing attention and
intention towards God, thereby cultivating a more reverent and expectant atmosphere.

A Call to Personal Surrender within the Community

While a corporate song, "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" also encourages individual
surrender within the communal setting. As the congregation sings together, each person is
invited to privately respond to God’s presence. The communal expression amplifies the
personal invitation, creating a powerful dynamic where individual hearts are stirred while
being part of a unified body of believers. The shared vocalization of the lyrics acts as a
personal affirmation of commitment.

Adaptability in Worship Flow

The song's structure allows for flexibility in worship leadership. It can be sung with a simple
arrangement or elaborated upon with instrumental solos or extended periods of ad-libbed
vocal praise, depending on the flow of the service. This adaptability makes it a valuable tool
for worship leaders seeking to guide the congregation through various expressions of
devotion.



The Personal and Individual Impact of the
Worship Lyrics

Beyond its communal function, the "come now is the time to worship lyrics" profoundly
impacts individuals on a personal level, fostering introspection and a deeper, more intimate
relationship with God. The song’s directness bypasses intellectual barriers and speaks
straight to the heart.

Encouraging Introspection and Self-Examination

The call to worship often prompts individuals to examine their own hearts and attitudes.
The lyrics encourage a pause, a moment to consider one's readiness to engage with the
divine. This introspection can lead to confession of sin, repentance, and a renewed
commitment to living a life pleasing to God. It's a moment for personal accountability
before the Almighty.

Fostering a Sense of Divine Presence

When sung with sincerity, the song can create a powerful awareness of God's immediate
presence. Believers are encouraged to perceive God not as distant but as intimately
accessible. This realization can bring comfort, peace, and a profound sense of being seen
and loved by God, transforming the worship experience from a ritual into a personal
encounter.

Inspiring Gratitude and Joy

The acknowledgment of God's goodness and grace, often implied or stated in the lyrics,
naturally leads to feelings of gratitude and joy. For many, singing these words becomes an
expression of deep thankfulness for salvation, provision, and the simple fact of God's
presence. This inner response of joy is a vital component of authentic worship.

Motivating a Spirit of Obedience

The imperative nature of the lyrics - "come now" - can also inspire a greater desire for
obedience. It's a reminder that responding to God’s call is an act of faith and obedience.
This can motivate believers to align their lives more closely with God’s will, seeing worship
as a holistic commitment that extends beyond the sanctuary.

Variations and Adaptations of the "Come, Now Is



the Time to Worship" Song

While the original "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship lyrics" are iconic, the song has seen
numerous interpretations and adaptations across different musical styles and worship
contexts. These variations demonstrate the song's enduring relevance and its capacity to
connect with diverse audiences.

Musical Arrangements and Styles

The song has been recorded and performed in various musical styles, including
contemporary praise and worship, gospel, acoustic, and even orchestral arrangements.
These adaptations cater to different cultural preferences and worship settings, ensuring the
song’s message remains accessible and impactful across a wide spectrum of musical
tastes. The core lyrical message remains, but the sonic delivery evolves.

Language Translations

To reach a global audience, the lyrics of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" have been
translated into numerous languages. This allows churches and believers in different parts of
the world to engage with the song in their native tongue, fostering cross-cultural unity in
worship. The universality of the call to worship transcends linguistic barriers.

Expanded Lyrical Content

In some worship settings, leaders might extend the song by adding ad-libbed phrases,
scriptural declarations, or spontaneous prayers that complement the original lyrics. These
additions can deepen the theological focus or personalize the worship experience further,
building upon the foundation laid by the core "come now is the time to worship lyrics."

Modern Reinterpretations

Contemporary worship artists continue to find fresh ways to present the song, often
incorporating modern production techniques and vocal styles. These reinterpretations aim
to keep the song relevant for younger generations while preserving its timeless message
and spiritual power. The focus remains on the invitation to worship.

Why "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship Lyrics"
Endures

The lasting impact and widespread appeal of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship" can be
attributed to several key factors that resonate with believers across generations and



cultures. The "come now is the time to worship lyrics" possess a unique power.

Simplicity and Clarity

The lyrics are straightforward, avoiding complex theological jargon or obscure references.
This simplicity makes the song accessible to everyone, from seasoned believers to those
new to faith. The message is clear: God is present, and now is the moment to worship Him.
This directness is its greatest strength.

Universal Theme of Worship

The act of worship is a fundamental aspect of Christian faith. The song taps into this
universal longing and imperative, offering a timeless invitation that speaks to the core of
religious experience. The desire to connect with the divine is a constant, and this song
articulates that desire perfectly.

Biblical Foundation

The lyrics are firmly rooted in biblical teachings about God’s nature, His sovereignty, and
the believer’s response of praise and adoration. This grounding lends the song theological
weight and authenticity, making it more than just a song, but a declaration of faith
supported by Scripture.

Emotional Resonance

The song evokes a range of positive emotions, including awe, reverence, gratitude, joy, and
peace. It has the power to move listeners emotionally, creating a deep connection with God
and with fellow worshippers. The emotional impact contributes significantly to its staying
power.

Facilitation of Corporate Unity

In a world that often feels fragmented, the song’s ability to unite a congregation in a shared
act of worship is invaluable. It provides a common language and a common purpose,
fostering a sense of community and shared spiritual identity. This communal aspect makes
it a cherished song in many church traditions.

Conclusion: Embracing the Call to Worship

The "come now is the time to worship lyrics" of this beloved song offer a perpetual
invitation to engage with the divine, reminding us that God’s presence is constant and His
embrace is ever-ready. Through its simple yet profound message, "Come, Now Is the Time



to Worship" transcends musical trends and cultural shifts, continuing to inspire hearts
towards genuine adoration and heartfelt communion. We have explored the genesis of the
song, dissected its lyrical nuances, and understood the theological bedrock upon which it
stands. Its effectiveness in corporate worship, its personal impact on individual believers,
and its enduring legacy all testify to its power. May we always heed this call, recognizing
each moment as a sacred opportunity to offer our praise and devotion to the Almighty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core message conveyed by the lyrics of
'‘Come, Now Is the Time to Worship'?

The core message is a call to believers to come together and worship God, acknowledging
His presence and power, and expressing gratitude and reverence.

Who is the intended audience for these lyrics, and what
is the expected response?

The lyrics are intended for Christians or those seeking to worship God. The expected
response is a heartfelt and communal act of worship, acknowledging God's holiness and
worthiness.

What biblical themes or concepts are prominent in the
lyrics of 'Come, Now Is the Time to Worship'?

Key themes include God's holiness, His presence, the need for sincere worship, and the
recognition of His supreme authority. It echoes scriptures that call for worship and praise.

How do the lyrics encourage a sense of community and
shared worship?

The use of 'Come' and 'Now is the time' implies a collective invitation and urgency,
encouraging people to join together in worship, creating a shared spiritual experience.

What makes the lyrics of ‘Come, Now Is the Time to
Worship' resonate with many people in worship
settings?

Their simplicity, directness, and focus on fundamental aspects of worship - acknowledging
God's greatness and presence - make them easily accessible and deeply moving for many.

Are there any specific interpretations or nuances of the



lyrics that are frequently discussed?

Discussions often revolve around the idea of worshipping 'in spirit and in truth,’
emphasizing that worship should be authentic and from the heart, not just outward ritual.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the sentiment of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship"
lyrics, with their descriptions:

1. The Sacred Echo: Meditations on Divine Presence

This book explores the deep resonance of encountering the divine. Through reflective
essays and poetic prose, it invites readers to contemplate moments of spiritual connection
and the profound stillness that often accompanies them. It encourages a mindful approach
to worship, emphasizing the internal transformation that occurs when one opens
themselves to God's presence. The aim is to foster a deeper appreciation for the sacred in
everyday life.

2. 0 Come, Let Us Sing: A Treasury of Hymns and Their Meaning

Delve into the rich history and theological depth of beloved hymns, including those that
echo the sentiments of "Come, Now Is the Time to Worship." Each chapter unpacks the
scriptural foundations and poetic artistry of these songs of faith. Readers will gain a new
understanding of the power of congregational singing and its role in expressing corporate
devotion. This collection celebrates the enduring beauty and spiritual nourishment found in
traditional worship music.

3. The Welcoming Light: Embracing God's Grace

This inspirational work focuses on the boundless and unconditional love of God. It uses
metaphors of light and warmth to describe the experience of accepting divine grace and
forgiveness. The book guides readers toward a place of openhearted surrender in worship,
where they can truly receive the blessings offered. It's a journey of understanding and
embracing the liberating power of God's embrace.

4. His Name Alone: Exalting the Majesty of God

This collection of devotional readings centers on the incomparable nature and sovereignty
of God. It highlights the reasons why believers are called to elevate His name above all else
in worship. Through scripture, personal testimony, and theological insight, the book inspires
a posture of awe and reverence. It underscores the transformative impact of focusing on
God's inherent greatness during times of praise.

5. The Gathering: Community and the Spirit of Worship

This book explores the vital role of the gathered community in fostering a vibrant worship
experience. It examines how shared devotion amplifies individual faith and creates a
powerful collective encounter with the divine. The author emphasizes the importance of
unity and intentionality in corporate worship. It offers practical insights for churches and
small groups seeking to deepen their communal spiritual life.

6. Beneath the Shelter of Your Wings: Finding Refuge in God
This work delves into the comforting assurance found in God's protection and love. It uses
the imagery of shelter and refuge to describe the peace and security experienced in His



presence. Through evocative narratives and scripture, readers are encouraged to seek
solace and strength in God, especially during challenging times. The book affirms the deep
trust that underpins genuine worship.

7. The Sound of Adoration: Musical Pathways to Worship

Explore the profound connection between music and the act of worship. This book
examines how melody, harmony, and rhythm can be powerful tools for expressing devotion
and encountering God. It offers insights into the spiritual impact of different musical styles
and their ability to stir the soul. Readers will discover how music serves as a universal
language for praise and adoration.

8. He Is Worthy: A Call to Humble Praise

This devotional journey is centered on the inherent worthiness of God to receive all praise.
It challenges believers to approach worship with a humble and grateful heart, recognizing
God's supreme value. Through insightful reflections and biblical examples, the book
inspires a deep sense of reverence. It reminds readers of the joy and fulfillment found in
acknowledging God's unparalleled greatness.

9. Come, Let Us Bow Down: The Posture of Worship

This insightful book examines the physical and spiritual aspects of bowing down in worship.
It explores the symbolic meaning of humility, submission, and adoration represented by this
act. Through theological exploration and practical application, the author encourages
readers to adopt a posture of reverence and awe before God. It highlights how our physical
actions can express and deepen our internal devotion.
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