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The Enduring Legacy: Exploring the Complete
Works of Francis Schaeffer

Francis Schaeffer's prolific output has left an indelible mark on modern
theological and philosophical discourse. His complete works offer a profound
exploration of faith, reason, culture, and the human condition, challenging
readers to engage deeply with the world around them from a Christian
worldview. From his foundational arguments in apologetics to his incisive
cultural critiques, Schaeffer’s writings provide a comprehensive framework
for understanding and responding to the complexities of contemporary life.
This article delves into the breadth and depth of Francis Schaeffer's
literary contributions, examining key themes, influential books, and his
lasting impact on evangelical thought and beyond. We will navigate through
his intellectual journey, highlighting how his work continues to equip
believers and thinkers to engage meaningfully with a secularized society.
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Understanding Francis Schaeffer: A Brief
Overview

Francis Schaeffer was an American theologian, philosopher, and evangelist
whose intellectual and spiritual influence extended far beyond the confines



of the evangelical church. Born in 1912, Schaeffer's early life and education
provided a unique foundation for his later work. He studied at Hampden-Sydney
College and Westminster Theological Seminary, where he was profoundly
influenced by figures like J. Gresham Machen. Schaeffer's ministry, famously
centered at L'Abri Fellowship in Switzerland, provided a unique space for
intellectual and spiritual exploration, attracting individuals from diverse
backgrounds seeking answers to life's deepest questions. His approach was
characterized by a deeply personal engagement with people and an unwavering
commitment to presenting Christianity as a rational and viable worldview. The
complete works of Francis Schaeffer reflect this holistic approach, weaving
together theological orthodoxy, philosophical rigor, and cultural analysis.

Theological Foundations: Schaeffer's Core
Beliefs

At the heart of Francis Schaeffer's extensive writings lies a robust
theological framework grounded in the Bible. His emphasis on the absolute
authority and inerrancy of Scripture formed the bedrock of his apologetic and
cultural critiques. Schaeffer consistently argued that the Christian faith is
not merely a set of propositional truths but a coherent and all-encompassing
worldview that addresses every aspect of human existence. He was deeply
concerned with the fragmentation of truth in modern thought and sought to
demonstrate the unity and consistency of Christian doctrine. His theological
insights often focused on the nature of God, the person and work of Christ,
and the significance of creation and redemption. These foundational beliefs
are evident throughout the complete works of Francis Schaeffer, providing a
consistent lens through which he examined philosophy, art, and contemporary
issues.

The Sovereignty of God
A central tenet in Schaeffer's theology was the absolute sovereignty of God
in all things. He believed that God's rule extends over history, human
affairs, and the very fabric of reality. This understanding was not meant to
be a passive acceptance of fate but an active trust in God's providential
care and ultimate purposes. Schaeffer argued that recognizing God's
sovereignty was essential for a meaningful understanding of human purpose and
the assurance of salvation. This concept permeates his discussions on
predestination, the problem of evil, and the assurance of faith, forming a
crucial element of his theological system.

The Person and Work of Christ
Schaeffer placed Christ at the absolute center of his theological system. He
emphasized the deity of Christ, His atoning sacrifice, and His victorious



resurrection as the pivotal events in human history and the foundation of
Christian hope. For Schaeffer, Jesus Christ was not just a moral teacher or a
prophet but the unique Son of God, the mediator between God and humanity, and
the source of all truth and life. His writings consistently point to Christ
as the answer to humanity's existential dilemmas and the ultimate
reconciliation of all things. The complete works of Francis Schaeffer
frequently return to the centrality of Christ in offering a complete
worldview.

The Unity of Truth
A recurring theme in Schaeffer's theology was the interconnectedness of all
truth. He rejected the modern secular tendency to compartmentalize truth into
objective facts and subjective experiences, arguing that Christianity
provides a unified framework for understanding all reality. For Schaeffer,
truth is not relative but absolute, originating in the unchanging nature of
God. This belief in the unity of truth allowed him to confidently engage with
various fields of knowledge, demonstrating how Christian doctrine offers a
coherent explanation for everything from art and music to science and
philosophy. This holistic approach is a hallmark of the complete works of
Francis Schaeffer.

Apologetics and Reason: Engaging the Modern
Mind

Francis Schaeffer is perhaps best known for his contributions to Christian
apologetics, particularly his methods for engaging with skeptical and secular
thinkers. He believed that Christianity offered reasonable and demonstrable
answers to humanity's deepest questions and that faith and reason were not in
opposition. Schaeffer’s approach was characterized by a deep respect for his
audience and a commitment to presenting the truth in a compelling and
understandable manner. He sought to bridge the gap between faith and the
intellectual currents of his day, demonstrating that Christianity provided a
cohesive and satisfying answer to the human predicament. His apologetic works
remain highly influential, offering a model for intellectual engagement with
the Gospel. The complete works of Francis Schaeffer offer a comprehensive
guide to this reasoned approach to faith.

The "Font" and the "Building" Analogy
A key apologetic tool Schaeffer employed was his "font" and "building"
analogy. He explained that for Christianity to be valid, its foundational
truth (the "font") must be self-authenticating and stand on its own. If the
foundation is removed, the entire structure of belief (the "building")
collapses. This analogy was crucial in his defense of the Bible's authority,



arguing that its truth is ultimately grounded in God Himself and not in
external verification. This foundational thinking is a consistent element
across the complete works of Francis Schaeffer.

Responding to Existentialism and Nihilism
Schaeffer was deeply concerned with the rise of existentialism and nihilism
in the 20th century, which he saw as the logical outcome of abandoning God as
the basis of reality. He argued that these philosophies, which emphasized
meaninglessness and individual subjective experience, ultimately led to
despair and a loss of objective truth. Schaeffer's apologetic strategy
involved showing the bankruptcy of these worldviews by demonstrating their
internal contradictions and their failure to provide a meaningful basis for
life, morality, or human identity. He then presented Christianity as the only
worldview capable of providing genuine meaning and hope. His engagement with
these philosophical currents is a significant part of the complete works of
Francis Schaeffer.

The Problem of Suffering
Schaeffer’s work frequently addressed the profound question of suffering and
evil, a significant hurdle for many in accepting the Christian faith. He did
not shy away from the reality of pain and injustice in the world but argued
that a God-centered worldview offered the only ultimate framework for
understanding and responding to it. Schaeffer contended that a universe
without God, or with a finite and struggling God, could not ultimately
account for or overcome suffering. Conversely, he asserted that a sovereign
and good God, even in the face of evil, provides the ultimate hope and
meaning through the redemptive work of Christ. This theme is integral to the
complete works of Francis Schaeffer.

Cultural Critique: Schaeffer's Analysis of
Western Society

Beyond theological and apologetic concerns, Francis Schaeffer was a keen
observer and critic of Western culture. He believed that cultural trends were
not superficial but were deeply rooted in underlying philosophical and
theological assumptions. Schaeffer's cultural analysis was characterized by
his ability to connect abstract ideas to concrete manifestations in art,
music, philosophy, and social structures. He saw a direct correlation between
the abandonment of a biblical worldview and the rise of societal decay and
personal despair. His critiques aimed to awaken Christians to the spiritual
battles being waged in the cultural arena and to equip them to engage with
these issues from a distinctively Christian perspective. The complete works
of Francis Schaeffer offer a comprehensive view of his cultural engagement.



The Erosion of Objective Morality
A major focus of Schaeffer's cultural critique was the decline of objective
morality in Western society. He argued that as societies moved away from a
belief in God as the source of moral law, they inevitably drifted towards
relativism, where morality became a matter of personal opinion or societal
consensus. Schaeffer contended that this erosion of objective standards led
to a breakdown in social order, a loss of meaning, and ultimately, a
justification for destructive behavior. He saw the rise of situational ethics
and the devaluation of human life as direct consequences of this
philosophical shift. This critical analysis is prominent within the complete
works of Francis Schaeffer.

Art and the Loss of the Transcendent
Schaeffer’s engagement with art was particularly insightful. In works like
"The Grand Canyon" and "Art and the Bible," he explored how art reflects the
spiritual state of a culture. He observed a progression in modern art from
representational forms to abstract and increasingly fragmented expressions,
which he interpreted as a mirror of humanity's growing alienation from God
and the transcendent. Schaeffer argued that true art, which reflects the
harmony and order of God's creation, points beyond itself to the Creator,
while art that denies the transcendent often becomes a cry of despair or a
celebration of meaninglessness. His analysis of art’s spiritual significance
is a valuable component of the complete works of Francis Schaeffer.

The Impact of Secular Humanism
Schaeffer identified secular humanism as a dominant force shaping Western
culture and a direct competitor to the Christian worldview. He critiqued
humanism's reliance on human reason and experience as the ultimate sources of
truth and morality, arguing that without God, humanity is left without a firm
foundation for life's most important questions. He saw secular humanism as
inherently flawed because it offered a worldview that ultimately led to the
same existential despair and moral relativism it claimed to overcome. His
rigorous examination of humanism is a vital part of the complete works of
Francis Schaeffer.

Key Works in the Complete Works of Francis
Schaeffer

The complete works of Francis Schaeffer encompass a wide range of influential
books, each contributing to his overarching vision. These works are often
read in conjunction, providing a cumulative impact on the reader's
understanding of faith and culture. His prolific writing career produced



seminal texts that have shaped evangelical thought for generations.
Understanding these key volumes is crucial to grasping the full scope of
Schaeffer's legacy.

The God Who Is There: Speaking to Youth About Christianity and Culture:
This foundational work introduces Schaeffer's apologetic method, arguing
that Christianity provides the only basis for meaning, truth, and
morality in a fragmented world. It was instrumental in reaching a new
generation of thinkers with the Gospel.

Escape from Reason: A penetrating Analysis of the Present Crisis in
Western Thought: Schaeffer critically examines the philosophical shifts
that led to a devaluation of reason and the rise of existentialism,
demonstrating how a loss of objective truth leads to societal and
personal breakdown.

The Church at the End of the Twentieth Century: Schaeffer analyzes the
challenges facing the church in the modern era, urging believers to be
relevant and faithful in their cultural engagement.

True Spirituality: Discovering What it Means to Live in the Spirit: This
book delves into the practical aspects of Christian living, focusing on
the believer's relationship with God and the transformative power of the
Holy Spirit.

Death in the City: Essays on Humanity's Search for Meaning: Schaeffer
explores the spiritual malaise of modern urban life and offers Christian
answers to the questions of meaning and purpose that plague contemporary
society.

The Great Exchange: Focusing on the substitutionary atonement of Christ,
this work emphasizes the core of the Gospel message and its implications
for salvation.

These titles represent a significant portion of the intellectual and
spiritual legacy contained within the complete works of Francis Schaeffer,
offering a comprehensive approach to apologetics, theology, and cultural
engagement.

The Schaeffer Legacy: Impact and Continued
Relevance

The influence of Francis Schaeffer's writings extends far beyond his
lifetime. His emphasis on a biblical worldview as a comprehensive framework
for understanding all of life resonated deeply within evangelical circles and
continues to inspire Christians to engage intellectually and culturally. The



L'Abri Fellowship, which he co-founded with his wife, Edith, remains a
vibrant center for learning and spiritual growth, carrying forward his legacy
of thoughtful discipleship. Schaeffer’s work has been credited with equipping
a generation of thinkers, theologians, and apologists to contend for the
faith in a secularized world. The enduring power of the complete works of
Francis Schaeffer lies in their consistent call to integrate faith with
reason and to live out one's beliefs in all spheres of life.

Equipping for Cultural Engagement
Schaeffer’s most significant contribution to the evangelical movement may be
his holistic approach to cultural engagement. He demonstrated that faith is
not meant to be confined to the private sphere but is relevant to every
aspect of public life, including art, politics, and philosophy. His works
provide a theological and philosophical framework for Christians to
critically analyze and engage with contemporary culture, rather than
retreating from it or passively accepting its premises. This emphasis on
being "in the world but not of the world" remains a crucial lesson derived
from the complete works of Francis Schaeffer.

Apologetic Methodology
His apologetic methods, particularly his emphasis on showing the internal
consistency and explanatory power of Christianity, continue to be taught and
applied by Christian thinkers. Schaeffer’s approach encouraged a more
intellectually rigorous defense of the faith, moving beyond simple
propositional arguments to demonstrate how Christianity offers a coherent
worldview that addresses the fundamental questions of existence. The ongoing
study of the complete works of Francis Schaeffer contributes to this
tradition of thoughtful apologetics.

Enduring Relevance in a Post-Christian Age
In an increasingly post-Christian West, Schaeffer’s insights into the erosion
of moral and spiritual foundations are arguably more relevant than ever. His
critiques of relativism, the loss of objective truth, and the search for
meaning in a godless world continue to resonate with contemporary struggles.
The complete works of Francis Schaeffer offer timeless wisdom for navigating
the complexities of a society grappling with the consequences of abandoning
traditional anchors of belief and morality.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of Francis



Schaeffer's Contributions

The complete works of Francis Schaeffer represent a monumental intellectual
and spiritual legacy. His tireless efforts to bridge the gap between faith
and reason, to critique culture from a biblical perspective, and to offer a
robust apologetic for Christianity have left an indelible mark. Schaeffer
challenged believers to think deeply, to engage critically, and to live out
their faith with intellectual honesty and cultural relevance. His writings
continue to serve as an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to understand
the challenges of modern thought and to articulate a compelling Christian
worldview. The comprehensive nature of the complete works of Francis
Schaeffer ensures that his insights will continue to inform, challenge, and
inspire for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the enduring relevance of Francis
Schaeffer's 'The God Who Is There' in contemporary
apologetics?
'The God Who Is There' remains relevant for its rigorous defense of the
rationality of the Christian faith and its critique of modern philosophical
and cultural trends. Schaeffer's framework for showing the internal
consistency of theism versus the fragmentation of humanism continues to
resonate with those seeking a comprehensive worldview that addresses
existential questions and offers a unified understanding of reality.

How did Francis Schaeffer's 'Escape from Reason'
influence evangelical thought on culture and the
arts?
'Escape from Reason' significantly impacted evangelical engagement with
culture by challenging the separation of faith and reason, or the 'upper' and
'lower' stories. Schaeffer argued that modern thought had abandoned objective
truth, leading to a fragmentation of knowledge and a loss of meaning. He
urged Christians to engage critically with philosophy, art, and culture,
demonstrating the superiority of a theistic worldview as a basis for genuine
human flourishing.

What is Schaeffer's main argument in 'Pollution and
the Death of Man' regarding environmentalism and
humanism?
In 'Pollution and the Death of Man,' Schaeffer critiques modern



environmentalism rooted in humanism, arguing that it often fails to address
the root cause of environmental degradation. He contends that a worldview
that sees humanity as merely a biological accident, without inherent dignity
or responsibility, ultimately devalues both humanity and the environment.
Schaeffer posits that a biblical understanding of humanity's stewardship of
creation, derived from a relationship with God, provides a more robust
foundation for genuine environmental care.

How did Francis Schaeffer's emphasis on 'true
spirituality' differ from prevailing evangelical
pietism?
Schaeffer's concept of 'true spirituality' moved beyond a purely personal,
inward experience of faith. He emphasized that true spirituality was
holistic, integrating faith with intellectual understanding, ethical living,
and cultural engagement. This contrasted with a pietism that might isolate
faith from reason or downplay its implications for public life, art, and
social issues. Schaeffer called for a faith that permeated all of life,
demonstrating its truth in tangible ways.

What is the lasting legacy of L'Abri, the community
founded by Francis and Edith Schaeffer, on Christian
discipleship and apologetics?
L'Abri's legacy lies in its model of community-based discipleship and
apologetics. It provided a living demonstration of Christian faith integrated
with intellectual inquiry and practical living. Visitors encountered a
holistic Christianity that engaged with complex philosophical and cultural
questions. L'Abri fostered an environment where in-depth conversations and
personal relationships helped individuals grapple with faith and doubt,
influencing countless individuals to engage with Christianity intellectually
and experientially.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the complete works of Francis Schaeffer,
each with a short description:

1. _The God Who Is There_
This foundational work explores Schaeffer's apologetic method, arguing that
the existence of God is the only true foundation for meaning, morality, and
reality. He contends that modern society has lost its bearings by abandoning
the Christian worldview. The book is a powerful call to re-engage with God as
the necessary starting point for understanding ourselves and the world.

2. _Escape from Reason_
Schaeffer critically examines the intellectual and cultural shifts of the



modern era that have led to a fragmentation of human experience and a
rejection of objective truth. He traces the decline from the unifying
worldview of Christianity to the subjective and existential philosophies of
today. The book advocates for a return to a biblical understanding as the
only way to escape from this intellectual and spiritual despair.

3. _The Francis Schaeffer Trilogy_ (This encompasses _The God Who Is There_,
_Escape from Reason_, and _Back to First Principles_)
This collected work presents Schaeffer's comprehensive vision for a unified
understanding of reality grounded in the Christian faith. It systematically
addresses the philosophical, cultural, and theological challenges of
modernity. Through these essays, Schaeffer offers a compelling case for the
coherence and relevance of Christianity in every area of life.

4. _Death in the City_
Schaeffer applies his theological and philosophical insights to the anxieties
and alienation prevalent in urban life during the mid-20th century. He
diagnoses the spiritual emptiness and despair felt by many, arguing that
these are symptoms of a deeper problem: humanity's separation from God. The
book offers a hopeful, biblical perspective on finding true community and
meaning amidst societal breakdown.

5. _The Church at the End of the Twentieth Century_
This work reflects on the state of the Christian church in a rapidly changing
and often hostile cultural landscape. Schaeffer urges believers to move
beyond superficial faith and engage critically with contemporary issues,
advocating for a robust and intellectually grounded Christianity. He
emphasizes the church's calling to be a faithful witness and a sanctuary of
truth in a secularizing world.

6. _Art and the Bible_
Schaeffer explores the relationship between faith and artistic expression,
asserting that Christian belief provides the richest framework for
understanding and creating art. He analyzes various artistic movements,
critiquing those that have lost their connection to objective truth or God.
The book encourages Christians to engage with art thoughtfully and to produce
art that reflects God's glory.

7. _The Mark of the Christian_
This book focuses on the outward-facing aspect of Christian identity,
emphasizing the importance of genuine love among believers as a primary sign
to the world. Schaeffer argues that the unity and love demonstrated by
Christians are crucial for the credibility of their message. He calls for a
radical, sacrificial love that distinguishes Christ's followers from the rest
of humanity.

8. _Reason and the Bible_
This title, often found within collected works or as a standalone essay,
delves into Schaeffer's conviction that the Bible is both divinely inspired
and intellectually trustworthy. He champions the use of reason in
understanding and defending the Christian faith, countering the notion that



faith and reason are inherently opposed. The work highlights the Bible's
capacity to provide coherent answers to life's most significant questions.

9. _No Little People_
Schaeffer challenges the common assumption that children are somehow less
significant or less capable of understanding profound truths. He argues that
children are fully human and possess the capacity for deep spiritual
understanding. The book encourages parents and educators to treat children
with respect and to introduce them to the foundational truths of Christianity
early on.
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