conan the barbarian comic online

The Ultimate Guide to Reading Conan the Barbarian
Comics Online

For decades, the legend of Conan the Barbarian has captivated audiences, his adventures across the
Hyborian Age a testament to raw power, cunning, and the enduring spirit of survival. Whether you're
a seasoned fan eager to revisit ancient tales or a newcomer curious about the genesis of this iconic
character, exploring Conan the Barbarian comic online offers an unparalleled journey into a world
of swords, sorcery, and savage beauty. This comprehensive guide will delve into the rich history of
the Conan comics, explore the various eras of his publication, and provide essential insights into
where and how you can access these thrilling narratives digitally. From the groundbreaking work of
Robert E. Howard to the diverse interpretations by modern artists and writers, understanding the
evolution of the Conan comic books online is key to appreciating the full scope of his legacy.
Prepare to embark on an epic quest through the pages of Hyborian lore, discovering the best ways to
experience the Cimmerian's exploits from the comfort of your own screen.
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The Genesis of Conan: Robert E. Howard's Vision and
Early Adaptations

The saga of Conan the Barbarian began not in the comic panels, but in the vivid prose of Robert E.



Howard. Penned in the early 20th century, Howard's stories established the core elements of the
character: a powerful Cimmerian warrior, exiled from his homeland, who wanders a vast and perilous
world, often finding himself embroiled in political intrigue, facing monstrous creatures, and battling
dark sorcerers. Howard's creation was groundbreaking, offering a hero who was as much a force of
nature as he was a skilled fighter, driven by primal instincts and a fierce sense of justice. His early
tales, like "The Phoenix on the Sword" and "The Tower of the Elephant," laid the foundation for what
would become a sprawling literary universe.

The Influence of Robert E. Howard's Original Stories

Howard's original stories are foundational to understanding any adaptation of Conan. His detailed
world-building, characterized by the Hyborian Age - a fictional prehistoric epoch - provided a rich
tapestry for adventure. The themes he explored, such as the clash between civilization and
barbarism, the corrupting influence of power, and the struggle against supernatural forces, resonate
deeply and continue to inform the character's portrayal. Fans of Conan the Barbarian comic online
often seek out these original influences to fully grasp the character's depth.

Early Comic Book Adaptations and Their Impact

While the initial comic book adaptations of Conan were not directly tied to Howard's original stories,
they played a crucial role in bringing the character to a wider audience. These early efforts, often
produced in smaller, independent presses, experimented with the visual representation of the
Cimmerian. Though sometimes less faithful to Howard's nuanced portrayal, they paved the way for
the definitive comic book iterations that would follow, establishing the visual language and action-
oriented style that many associate with the character today. The journey of Conan comic books
online truly began with these foundational, albeit sometimes rough, beginnings.

Marvel Comics' Reign: The Golden Age of Conan

It was Marvel Comics that truly cemented Conan the Barbarian's status as a comic book icon. In 1970,
Roy Thomas and Barry Windsor-Smith launched "Conan the Barbarian" 1, a landmark issue that
introduced the character to a new generation through the dynamic medium of comic books. This
series became a massive success, lauded for its mature storytelling, gritty realism, and the stunning
artwork that brought the Hyborian Age to life. The Marvel era produced a vast library of Conan stories,
shaping the character's visual and narrative trajectory for decades to come.

The Legendary "Conan the Barbarian" Series (1970-1993)

Marvel's flagship "Conan the Barbarian" title ran for an impressive 275 issues, plus numerous specials
and annuals. This extended run allowed for deep exploration of Conan's character, charting his rise
from a common thief to a king. Key artists and writers, including John Buscema, Ernie Chan, and Jim
Starlin, contributed to its legendary status, each adding their unique flair to the Cimmerian's
adventures. For those looking to read Conan the Barbarian comic online, this foundational series
is an essential starting point.



Key Artists and Writers Who Defined Marvel's Conan

The success of Marvel's Conan was significantly driven by the talent involved. Barry Windsor-Smith's
initial artistic vision was groundbreaking, establishing a raw and powerful aesthetic. John Buscema,
often considered the quintessential Conan artist, delivered a muscular and epic visual style that
became synonymous with the character. Roy Thomas, as the primary writer, masterfully adapted
Howard's prose and penned original stories that captured the spirit of the Hyborian Age. The
contributions of these creators, and many others, created a legacy that continues to inspire fans
searching for Conan comic books online.

Spin-offs and Related Titles: Expanding the Conan Universe

Marvel didn't stop with the main "Conan the Barbarian" series. They expanded the universe with titles
like "The Savage Sword of Conan," a black-and-white magazine that allowed for more mature and
horror-tinged stories, and "Conan the Conqueror." These spin-offs offered different perspectives and
introduced new characters, further enriching the tapestry of the Hyborian Age. Exploring these
related titles is crucial for anyone seeking a complete understanding of Marvel's impact on the Conan
the Barbarian comic online experience.

Dark Horse Comics' Era: A New Direction for the
Barbarian

In 2013, Dark Horse Comics secured the license to publish Conan comics, ushering in a new era for
the character. This period saw a thoughtful reinterpretation of Conan's adventures, often focusing on
adapting Robert E. Howard's lesser-known stories and exploring new narrative avenues. Dark Horse's
approach emphasized a more grounded and character-driven narrative, appealing to both long-time
fans and new readers drawn to the darker, more nuanced aspects of the Hyborian Age. Their run
provided fresh takes on the iconic barbarian, offering a different flavor for those exploring Conan the
Barbarian comic online.

Re-adapting Robert E. Howard's Stories with a Fresh
Perspective

Dark Horse made a point of delving back into Howard's original text, adapting stories that had not
been extensively covered in previous comic iterations. This allowed for a more faithful and in-depth
exploration of Howard's rich universe and his complex portrayal of Conan. Series like "King Conan"
and various miniseries focused on specific adventures, offering a curated experience for readers
interested in the source material. The quality of these adaptations made Dark Horse's library a
valuable resource for discovering Conan comic books online.

Notable Dark Horse Conan Series and Creative Teams

Several key Dark Horse series stood out during their tenure. "Conan the Barbarian" and "King Conan"
were among the flagship titles, featuring impressive creative teams. Brian Wood and artist Becky



Cloonan kicked off the "Conan the Barbarian" series with a celebrated run that emphasized Conan's
early, more brutal adventures. Subsequent teams continued to deliver compelling stories, showcasing
the versatility of the character. These high-quality productions solidified Dark Horse's contribution to
the Conan the Barbarian comic online landscape.

The Impact of Dark Horse's Approach on Conan's Legacy

Dark Horse's period with Conan was instrumental in re-introducing the character to a new generation
of readers and critically re-examining his literary roots. By focusing on Howard's original works and
employing diverse artistic styles, they demonstrated the enduring relevance and adaptability of
Conan. Their work proved that the Hyborian Age remained a fertile ground for compelling storytelling,
encouraging more fans to seek out Conan comic books online and appreciate the character's
multifaceted appeal.

Rebirth at Marvel: Modern Conan Adventures

Following Dark Horse's successful revival, Marvel Comics reacquired the rights to Conan in 2019,
bringing the barbarian back to his original comic home. This relaunch was met with significant
anticipation, promising new stories that would seamlessly integrate Conan into the Marvel Universe
while still honoring his distinct identity. The new Marvel era has focused on bringing the character into
contemporary comic storytelling, exploring his interactions with other Marvel characters and offering
fresh perspectives on his enduring legend.

The Relaunch of "Conan the Barbarian" by Marvel

Marvel's 2019 relaunch of "Conan the Barbarian" 1, penned by Jason Aaron and illustrated by Mahmud
Asrar, was a major event. This new ongoing series aimed to capture the brutal essence of Conan while
weaving his narrative into the broader Marvel continuity. The initial issues were met with critical
acclaim, praised for their strong characterization and epic scope. This relaunch has revitalized interest
in the character, making Conan the Barbarian comic online more accessible and exciting than
ever.

Integrating Conan into the Wider Marvel Universe

A key aspect of Marvel's current approach is exploring how Conan fits within the shared Marvel
Universe. This has led to intriguing crossovers and narrative possibilities, such as Conan's encounters
with characters like Thor, Venom, and the Fantastic Four. These interactions provide unique
storytelling opportunities, showcasing Conan's strength and resilience against cosmic threats and
established heroes. This integration offers a novel way for fans to experience Conan comic books
online.



The Future of Conan in Comics: New Stories and Possibilities

With Conan firmly re-established at Marvel, the future looks bright for new adventures. The publisher
has continued to release various miniseries, one-shots, and tie-ins that further flesh out his ongoing
story. The creative teams assembled consistently deliver high-quality content, ensuring that Conan
remains a relevant and exciting figure in the comic book landscape. For anyone seeking Conan the
Barbarian comic online, the current Marvel output offers a dynamic and evolving narrative that
honors the character's rich history.

Where to Read Conan the Barbarian Comics Online

Accessing the vast library of Conan the Barbarian comics has never been easier, thanks to the digital
age. Several platforms offer legitimate and convenient ways to read these epic tales online, ensuring
you can dive into the Hyborian Age whenever you desire. Whether you're looking for the classic
Marvel runs, the Dark Horse reinterpretations, or the latest Marvel offerings, there are dedicated
digital storefronts and subscription services that cater to every fan's needs, making Conan the
Barbarian comic online reading a readily available adventure.

Digital Comic Platforms and Services

Digital comic book platforms are the primary gateway to reading Conan comics online. Services like
Marvel Unlimited offer a comprehensive subscription service that includes a massive back catalog of
Marvel titles, including nearly all of the classic Conan comics. ComiXology, now part of Amazon, is
another excellent option, allowing you to purchase individual digital issues and collections across all
publishers. These platforms provide high-quality digital scans and often include features like guided
views and personal libraries, enhancing the experience of reading Conan comic books online.

e Marvel Unlimited: Ideal for fans of Marvel's extensive Conan library, offering unlimited access
to thousands of Marvel comics, including the original "Conan the Barbarian" series and its spin-
offs.

* ComiXology: A vast marketplace for digital comics, allowing for individual purchases of Conan
titles from both Marvel and Dark Horse.

e Other Digital Retailers: Various other online bookstores and digital comic retailers may offer
Conan comics for purchase.

Purchasing Digital Collections and Trade Paperbacks

Beyond single issues, digital collections and trade paperbacks offer a curated and often more cost-
effective way to read entire story arcs or series. These digital collections bundle multiple issues into a
single purchase, providing a cohesive reading experience. Many of the landmark Conan runs, from the
early Marvel epics to the acclaimed Dark Horse adaptations, are available in these convenient digital



formats. This is a preferred method for many who enjoy delving deep into the Conan the Barbarian
comic online narrative.

Accessing Classic and Modern Conan Issues

When searching for Conan the Barbarian comic online, it's important to know that different
platforms specialize in different eras. Marvel Unlimited is unparalleled for classic Marvel continuity.
For Dark Horse's acclaimed run, ComiXology and other digital comic retailers are your best bet. The
new Marvel era of Conan is also readily available on both Marvel Unlimited and ComiXology, ensuring
a continuous flow of new adventures for fans to discover.

Key Conan Comic Series to Explore

The sheer volume of Conan comics produced over the years can be daunting. However, certain series
stand out as essential reading for anyone looking to immerse themselves in the Hyborian Age. These
titles represent the pinnacle of Conan's comic book adaptations, offering compelling stories, iconic
artwork, and a deep dive into the character's enduring appeal. Exploring these key series is
fundamental to understanding the legacy of Conan the Barbarian comic online.

Marvel's "Conan the Barbarian" (1970-1993)

As mentioned, this is the cornerstone of Conan's comic book history. Its 275-issue run is a treasure
trove of adventure, featuring iconic storylines and character development that defined the Cimmerian
for generations. Many of the most famous Conan stories, including adaptations of Howard's originals
and entirely new adventures, are found within these pages. It's a must-read for anyone interested in
the evolution of Conan comic books online.

Marvel's "The Savage Sword of Conan"

This black-and-white magazine format allowed for more mature and horror-tinged storytelling, often
with a grittier and more violent edge than the main series. "Savage Sword" featured a mix of
adaptations and original stories, showcasing a different facet of Conan's brutal world. Its distinctive
visual style and often darker themes make it a compelling addition to any Conan the Barbarian
comic online reading list.

Dark Horse's "Conan the Barbarian" and "King Conan"
(2013-2019)

Dark Horse's revival brought a renewed focus on adapting Robert E. Howard's prose and presenting
Conan in a way that felt both classic and fresh. Their "Conan the Barbarian" series often focused on
his younger, more primal adventures, while "King Conan" explored his reign as king and the political
machinations that followed. These series are highly recommended for their quality and faithfulness to
Howard's vision, offering a distinct yet equally valid take on Conan comic books online.



Marvel's Relaunch Series (2019-Present)

The current Marvel era offers a dynamic continuation of Conan's adventures. Series like the ongoing
"Conan the Barbarian" and various tie-ins and one-shots delve into new conflicts, explore his
interactions with other Marvel characters, and continue to push the boundaries of what Conan stories
can be. For those seeking modern interpretations and accessible entry points, this is the place to find
Conan the Barbarian comic online.

Tips for Discovering Conan the Barbarian Comics
Online

Navigating the extensive Conan comic catalog can be an adventure in itself. To make your journey
through the Hyborian Age as rewarding as possible, here are some practical tips for discovering and
enjoying Conan the Barbarian comic online resources effectively. These strategies will help you
find the stories that best suit your preferences, whether you're a long-time fan or a curious
newcomer.

Start with Robert E. Howard's Most Famous Tales

If you're new to Conan, it's often recommended to begin with comic adaptations of Robert E. Howard's
most celebrated stories. Look for issues that explicitly mention adapting "The Tower of the Elephant,”
"The Frost Giant's Daughter," or "Beyond the Black River." These often provide a strong sense of the
character and his world. Many digital collections are curated around these classic Howard tales,
making it easier to access them when looking for Conan comic books online.

Explore Chronological Reading Orders

For a more immersive experience, consider following a chronological reading order. While challenging
due to the scattered publication history, many fan-made guides and resources online map out the
timeline of Conan's life and adventures as depicted in the comics. This allows you to follow his growth
and development from a young warrior to a mighty king, understanding the overarching narrative of
Conan the Barbarian comic online.

Read Reviews and Recommendations

Before diving into a specific series or storyline, check out reviews and recommendations from comic
book websites, forums, and critics. This can help you identify critically acclaimed runs, popular
storylines, and artistic styles that might appeal to you. Understanding which creative teams are highly
regarded can significantly enhance your experience with Conan comic books online.



Utilize Digital Platform Search Functions

Digital comic platforms like Marvel Unlimited and ComiXology have robust search functionalities. Use
keywords like "Conan," "Cimmerian," "Hyborian Age," or specific character names to find relevant
titles. Familiarize yourself with how these platforms categorize comics (e.g., by series, character,
publisher) to efficiently locate the Conan the Barbarian comic online content you're looking for.

The Enduring Appeal of Conan the Barbarian Comics

Conan the Barbarian has remained a compelling figure in popular culture for nearly a century, and his
comic book iterations are a significant reason for this longevity. The character's appeal transcends
simple brute force; he embodies a complex blend of primal power, survival instinct, and a touch of
melancholy. This multifaceted nature allows for diverse storytelling, ensuring that Conan continues to
resonate with audiences and that the demand for Conan the Barbarian comic online remains
strong.

Conan as an Archetypal Hero

Conan fits the archetype of the reluctant hero, a warrior thrust into circumstances beyond his control
who rises to meet challenges with unmatched ferocity. He represents the struggle against
overwhelming odds, the pursuit of freedom, and the raw, untamed spirit that appeals to a
fundamental human desire for self-reliance and strength. This archetypal quality is perfectly captured
in the dynamic panels of Conan comic books online.

The Vivid World of the Hyborian Age

Robert E. Howard's creation of the Hyborian Age provided a richly detailed and fantastical backdrop
for Conan's adventures. This prehistoric world, filled with diverse kingdoms, ancient ruins, mystical
artifacts, and terrifying monsters, offers endless possibilities for compelling narratives. The visual
artistry in the comics brings this world to life, making the experience of reading Conan the
Barbarian comic online an escape into a fully realized, albeit dangerous, realm.

Adaptability and Reinterpretation

One of Conan's greatest strengths is his adaptability. From the gritty realism of Robert E. Howard's
prose to the epic scale of Marvel's early comics, and the nuanced reinterpretations by Dark Horse, the
character has proven remarkably resilient. Different creative teams have brought their unique visions
to Conan, exploring his character from various angles—as a thief, a mercenary, a king, a warrior
fighting sorcery—ensuring that his stories remain fresh and relevant, a testament to the enduring
power of Conan comic books online.



Conclusion: Your Gateway to the Hyborian Age

Conan the Barbarian continues to be a titan in the world of comic books, offering a rich tapestry of
adventure, fantasy, and powerful storytelling. From his genesis in Robert E. Howard's imagination to
the groundbreaking Marvel era, the evocative Dark Horse reinterpretations, and his vibrant
resurgence at Marvel today, the journey of Conan the Barbarian comic online provides an
unparalleled gateway into the legendary Hyborian Age. By utilizing digital platforms and
understanding the key series, new and old fans alike can easily access this vast and thrilling universe.
Whether you are drawn to his raw power, his complex character, or the richly imagined world he
inhabits, the world of Conan awaits your discovery. Your epic quest through the annals of Conan
comic books online is ready to begin, promising endless hours of barbaric enjoyment and legendary
tales.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | legally read Conan the Barbarian comics online?

The primary and most legitimate way to read Conan the Barbarian comics online is through digital
comic platforms like ComiXology (now integrated with Amazon Kindle), Marvel Unlimited, and Hoopla
(if your local library offers it).

Are there specific Conan the Barbarian comic series that are
more popular or considered essential reading online?

Absolutely! The original Marvel series from the 1970s and 80s is foundational. More recent runs,
particularly Marvel's 2019 series and Dark Horse's relaunch in the 2010s, have also been very well-
received. Many fans also highly recommend the 'King Conan' series for its focus on an older, more
regal barbarian.

What's the best way to get into Conan the Barbarian comics if
I'm new to the character?

A good starting point is often the most recent Marvel relaunch (starting around 2019) as it aims to be
accessible. Alternatively, seeking out collected editions or 'trade paperbacks' of significant runs like
the original Roy Thomas/Barry Windsor-Smith era or Jason Aaron's recent work can provide a cohesive
reading experience.

Are there any recent trending storylines or events in Conan
the Barbarian comics that people are talking about online?

Recent trending discussions often revolve around the ongoing explorations of Conan's kingdom-
building in various series, his interactions with sorcerers and ancient evils, and how the current
creative teams are adapting the Hyborian Age to modern comic storytelling sensibilities.



How do | find specific issues or story arcs of Conan the
Barbarian comics online?

Digital comic platforms usually have robust search functions. You can search by character name
('Conan the Barbarian'), specific series titles, or even issue numbers if you know what you're looking
for. Websites like Comic Book Resources (CBR) or IGN often have 'reading order' guides that can be
very helpful.

Are there different publishers for Conan the Barbarian comics,
and how does that affect online availability?

Yes, Conan the Barbarian has had publishing rights with Marvel Comics (originally) and Dark Horse
Comics. Marvel reacquired the rights in 2019 and is currently publishing new material. Availability on
digital platforms will typically reflect the publisher of the specific run you're looking for.

What makes Conan the Barbarian's comic adaptations so
enduring and trending online?

The enduring appeal lies in Conan's timeless 'sword and sorcery' fantasy, his complex morality (he's a
barbarian, not always a hero), and the rich world-building of Robert E. Howard's Hyborian Age.
Modern comics continue to tap into these elements while offering fresh interpretations and exciting
adventures.

Are there any online communities or forums where fans
discuss Conan the Barbarian comics?

Yes, platforms like Reddit (r/conanthebarbarian, r/marvelcomics), dedicated comic book forums, and
social media groups are great places to find discussions, recommendations, and fan theories about
Conan the Barbarian comics.

What is the typical cost of reading Conan the Barbarian
comics online?

Reading digitally usually involves either purchasing individual issues or volumes (similar to physical
copies), or subscribing to services like Marvel Unlimited, which gives access to a vast library of Marvel
titles, including Conan, for a monthly or annual fee.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Conan the Barbarian, presented as requested:

1. The Coming of Conan the Cimmerian

This collection brings together Robert E. Howard's original Conan stories, the very foundation of the
legendary character. It traces Conan's journey from a young warrior to a seasoned adventurer,
showcasing his raw power and burgeoning cunning. Readers will experience the primal landscapes
and brutal conflicts that forged the iconic barbarian hero.



2. Conan the Destroyer: The Original Screenplay

Delve into the creative process behind the classic film "Conan the Destroyer." This book features the
complete screenplay, offering insights into the dialogue, action sequences, and character
development that brought Conan to life on the silver screen. It's a must-have for fans looking to
understand the cinematic evolution of this beloved character.

3. The Savage Sword of Conan: The Original Marvel Years Omnibus

Immerse yourself in the legendary Marvel Comics run of Conan the Barbarian. This comprehensive
omnibus collects seminal issues, showcasing stunning artwork and gripping narratives that defined
Conan for a generation of comic fans. It features iconic storylines and the introduction of many
memorable supporting characters.

4. Conan: Road of Kings

This title represents a modern take on the Conan mythos, exploring his early adventures as he carves
out his legend. It delves into his travels across Hyboria, highlighting his encounters with diverse
cultures and his constant struggle for survival and dominance. Expect a blend of visceral action and
the burgeoning political intrigue that shapes his destiny.

5. King Conan: The Conqueror

Witness Conan's rise to power and his reign as king of Aquilonia. This book explores the challenges
and responsibilities that come with ruling a vast kingdom, as Conan faces internal threats and
external enemies. It showcases his transition from a wandering warrior to a shrewd monarch,
grappling with the complexities of leadership.

6. Conan the Barbarian: The Original Marvel Years Complete Collection

This collection aims to provide an exhaustive compilation of Conan's original Marvel Comics
adventures. It meticulously gathers every issue from the groundbreaking series, offering a definitive
historical record of the character's comic book evolution. Fans will appreciate the breadth and depth
of these classic tales.

7. Hyborian Age: The Complete Collection

While not exclusively Conan, this collection focuses on the richly detailed world Robert E. Howard
created for his barbarian hero. It explores the history, geography, and cultures of the Hyborian Age,
providing essential context for Conan's adventures. Understanding this setting deepens the
appreciation for the epic scope of his tales.

8. Conan the Barbarian: The Official Movie Novelization

Experience the iconic 1982 film "Conan the Barbarian" through its novelization. This book captures
the essence of Arnold Schwarzenegger's portrayal and the film's epic narrative. It allows readers to
revisit key scenes and the powerful themes of revenge and destiny that drive Conan's quest.

9. Robert E. Howard's Conan: The Ultimate Collection

This compilation aims to be the definitive repository of all things Conan by his creator, Robert E.
Howard. It includes not only his original stories but also essays, letters, and background material that
illuminate Howard's vision. It's an indispensable resource for understanding the genesis and enduring
appeal of the Cimmerian.
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