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Understanding the Crash Course 28 American Imperialism: An

Answer Key Guide

Navigating the complexities of American foreign policy and its expansionist tendencies can be a
challenging academic pursuit. For students grappling with Crash Course's insightful exploration of
American imperialism, having access to a comprehensive understanding of the key concepts and
historical events is invaluable. This article serves as a detailed answer key and guide to Crash Course
28: American Imperialism, providing clarity on the motivations, mechanisms, and consequences of
America's rise as a global power. We will delve into the economic, political, and ideological drivers
behind this era, offering insights into the debates and critiques that surround it. Whether you're
preparing for an exam or seeking a deeper comprehension of this pivotal period in U.S. history, this

guide aims to illuminate the core aspects of American imperialism as presented by Crash Course.
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Why Study American Imperialism?

Understanding American imperialism is crucial for grasping the evolution of the United States' role on
the global stage. This period, roughly from the late 19th century to the early 20th century, saw the U.S.
transform from a continental power to a burgeoning empire. Crash Course 28 effectively distills the
complex motivations and actions that led to this transformation. By studying this era, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the historical roots of current U.S. foreign policy, the ongoing debates about American
interventionism, and the lasting impact on the territories that came under U.S. influence or control. It’s
a period that sheds light on American identity, its perceived responsibilities, and the ethical
considerations of global power. Recognizing these historical patterns helps us critically analyze
contemporary international relations and the United States' position within them. This historical inquiry

is vital for informed citizenship and a nuanced understanding of world events.

Crash Course 28: Key Themes and Concepts

Crash Course 28, "American Imperialism: The Growth of U.S. Power," systematically breaks down the
multifaceted nature of this historical phenomenon. The episode highlights several overarching themes
that are essential for any student seeking to understand this period. At its core, the Crash Course
series aims to present complex historical narratives in an accessible and engaging manner. For
American imperialism, this involves dissecting the confluence of economic interests, political
maneuvering, and cultural ideologies that propelled the United States outward. The episode
emphasizes that imperialism wasn't a monolithic entity but rather a series of decisions and actions

driven by a variety of factors, often debated and contested even at the time. Understanding these core



themes provides a framework for analyzing specific events and their broader implications.

The Roots of American Imperialism

The expansionist drive of the United States in the late 19th century did not emerge in a vacuum. It
was fueled by a potent mix of underlying forces that had been developing over decades.
Understanding these roots is fundamental to comprehending why the U.S. shifted from a primarily
isolationist stance to one of global engagement and territorial acquisition. Crash Course 28 effectively
outlines these foundational elements, emphasizing that no single cause can fully explain this significant
shift in American foreign policy. The interplay of these factors created a fertile ground for imperialistic

ambitions to take root and flourish.

Economic Drivers of Expansion

A primary catalyst for American imperialism was the burgeoning industrial economy. As factories
churned out more goods than the domestic market could consume, American businesses and
politicians began to look overseas for new markets. The need for raw materials to fuel this industrial
growth also played a significant role. Colonies could provide cheap access to resources like sugar,
rubber, and minerals. Furthermore, investment opportunities in developing nations presented a chance
for American capital to generate substantial profits. This economic imperative for access to markets

and resources is a recurring theme in the history of global powers seeking to expand their influence.

Political Ambitions and National Prestige

Beyond economic considerations, political ambitions and the desire for national prestige were powerful

motivators. As European powers carved up Africa and Asia, American leaders felt pressure to keep



pace and assert their nation's standing on the world stage. Having a global empire was seen as a
mark of a truly great power. This era coincided with a period of intense nationalism in the United
States, where citizens and leaders alike were eager to see their country recognized as a major player
in international affairs. The acquisition of territories and overseas possessions became a symbol of this

newfound global power and influence.

Ideological Justifications: Manifest Destiny and Social Darwinism

Ideology provided a powerful justification for American expansionism, often cloaked in noble intentions.
The lingering spirit of Manifest Destiny, the 19th-century belief that Americans were destined to expand
across the North American continent, began to be reinterpreted to justify overseas expansion. This
notion of a preordained destiny to spread American values and institutions resonated with many.
Equally influential was the concept of Social Darwinism, which, though a misapplication of Darwin's
biological theories, suggested that stronger nations were naturally superior and had a right, or even a
duty, to dominate weaker ones. This provided a pseudo-scientific rationale for imposing American rule

and culture on other peoples, framing it as a civilizing mission.

Key Events and Territories in American Imperialism

The period of American imperialism was marked by a series of pivotal events and the acquisition of
strategically and economically important territories. These actions solidified the United States' position
as a global power and had profound, often controversial, consequences for both the U.S. and the
annexed or influenced regions. Crash Course 28 highlights several of these critical junctures,
underscoring how they collectively shaped the trajectory of American foreign policy and its international
relations for decades to come. Understanding these specific instances provides concrete examples of

the broader themes at play.



The Spanish-American War: A Turning Point

Often cited as the definitive moment that launched the United States into the imperialist arena, the
Spanish-American War of 1898 was a watershed event. Sparked by the explosion of the USS Maine in
Havana harbor and fueled by sensationalist "yellow journalism," the war pitted the burgeoning
American industrial and military might against the declining Spanish Empire. The swift American victory
resulted in the acquisition of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Guam, and the purchase of the Philippines. This
war dramatically expanded American territorial holdings and signaled a decisive shift in its foreign

policy, firmly establishing its presence in the Caribbean and the Pacific.

Acquisition of Hawaii

The annexation of Hawaii in 1898, though occurring earlier in the year than the formal end of the
Spanish-American War, was another significant territorial gain. American business interests, particularly
those involved in sugar plantations, had long sought to exert influence over the Hawaiian Islands.
Through a combination of economic leverage and political maneuvering, which included the overthrow
of the Hawaiian monarchy, the United States eventually annexed the islands. This strategic acquisition

provided the U.S. with a crucial naval base in the Pacific and further solidified its Pacific ambitions.

The Philippine-American War

The acquisition of the Philippines from Spain proved to be a contentious and brutal affair. Following
the Spanish-American War, Filipino nationalists, who had fought alongside the Americans against
Spain, expected independence. However, the United States decided to annex the islands, leading to
the Philippine-American War (1899-1902). This prolonged and bloody conflict saw Filipino guerrillas
fighting for their freedom against American forces. The war resulted in significant casualties on both
sides and highlighted the immense human cost and moral complexities of American imperialist actions.

It demonstrated the willingness of the U.S. to use force to maintain control over its newly acquired



territories.

Intervention in Latin America: The Roosevelt Corollary

During the early 20th century, the United States significantly increased its interventionist policies in
Latin America, often under the guise of protecting American interests and promoting stability. The
Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, articulated in 1904, asserted the United States' right to
intervene in the affairs of Latin American nations if they were deemed incapable of maintaining order
or if they defaulted on their international debts. This policy, which essentially positioned the U.S. as the
"police power" of the Western Hemisphere, led to numerous military interventions and further solidified

American hegemony in the region.

The Open Door Policy in China

While not involving direct territorial acquisition, the United States' Open Door Policy in China was a
significant aspect of its imperialist strategy. In the late 19th century, various European powers and
Japan were carving out spheres of influence in China, threatening to exclude American traders and
investors. The Open Door Policy, proposed by Secretary of State John Hay, called for equal trading
privileges for all nations in China and the preservation of China's territorial integrity. Although framed
as a policy to prevent the complete dismemberment of China, it also aimed to secure American

economic access and influence in this vast and potentially lucrative market.

The Anti-Imperialist League and Opposition

The expansionist policies of the United States were not universally embraced. A vocal and influential

opposition movement emerged, coalescing into the Anti-Imperialist League. This group comprised a



diverse range of individuals, including prominent figures like Mark Twain, Andrew Carnegie, and
William Jennings Bryan. They argued that imperialism contradicted American democratic principles,
violated the right to self-determination for other peoples, and could corrupt the American character by
introducing issues of race and subjugation. The League highlighted the hypocrisy of a nation founded
on rebellion against colonial rule now imposing its will on others. Their arguments often centered on

moral and ethical grounds, as well as practical concerns about the cost of maintaining an empire.

The Legacy and Consequences of American Imperialism

The era of American imperialism left an indelible mark on both the United States and the world. The
territorial acquisitions and interventions of this period reshaped global power dynamics and continue to
influence international relations today. The economic infrastructure built in many of these territories
often served American interests more than local development. Furthermore, the imposed political
systems and cultural influences had lasting effects on the societies that experienced American rule.
The legacy of imperialism also includes ongoing debates about reparations, historical injustices, and
the right to self-determination for formerly colonized peoples. For the United States, this period marked
a transformation in its identity from a continental nation to a global power, a role that has continued to

evolve and generate controversy.

Answering the Crash Course 28 Questions

To truly master the material presented in Crash Course 28 on American imperialism, it's essential to
be able to articulate the key arguments and historical details. This section acts as a guide to
answering potential questions that might arise from the episode, reinforcing the core concepts and
encouraging critical thinking about the period. By engaging with these analytical prompts, students can

solidify their understanding of the motivations, mechanisms, and impacts of American expansionism.



Understanding the "Why': Motivations Revisited

When asked to explain the motivations behind American imperialism, recall the interconnected factors
discussed. These include the search for new markets and raw materials driven by industrialization, the
desire for enhanced national prestige and geopolitical power comparable to European nations, and the
ideological justifications rooted in Manifest Destiny and Social Darwinism. It's important to emphasize
that these drivers often worked in tandem, with economic interests frequently intertwined with political
and ideological rationales. The Crash Course episode likely highlights the complexity of these

motivations, suggesting that a singular cause is insufficient for a complete explanation.

Analyzing the "How'": Mechanisms of Control

To address how the U.S. exerted its imperial power, consider the methods employed. These ranged
from direct military conquest, as seen in the Philippine-American War, to political annexation, as with
Hawaii. The Open Door Policy represented a diplomatic approach to securing economic access
without direct territorial control. In Latin America, interventions, often justified by the Roosevelt
Corollary, were a key mechanism. Furthermore, economic influence, trade agreements, and the
projection of American cultural norms also played roles in establishing and maintaining U.S.

dominance.

Evaluating the "Impact": Consequences and Critiques

When evaluating the consequences and critiques of American imperialism, consider both the
immediate and long-term effects. For the U.S., the impact included a strengthened military, increased
global influence, and the economic benefits derived from new markets and resources. However, it also
brought about internal debates about the nation's identity and moral standing, as well as significant
human and financial costs associated with maintaining an empire. For the annexed territories,

consequences varied but often included disruptions to existing social and political structures, economic



exploitation, and struggles for self-determination. The critiques, particularly from the Anti-Imperialist

League, focused on the inherent contradiction with American ideals of liberty and self-governance.

Conclusion: Reinforcing the Understanding of American

Imperialism

This comprehensive guide has aimed to provide a thorough answer key and contextual understanding
of Crash Course 28: American Imperialism. By delving into the economic, political, and ideological
roots, examining key historical events like the Spanish-American War and the acquisition of territories,
and considering the opposition and lasting consequences, we have reinforced the core takeaways of
this crucial period in U.S. history. Understanding American imperialism is not merely an academic
exercise; it is essential for comprehending the United States' evolution into a global superpower and
for critically analyzing its ongoing role in international affairs. The knowledge gained from this
exploration allows for a more informed perspective on the complexities of power, influence, and the

enduring debates surrounding America's place in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Crash Course 28: American Imperialism?

Crash Course 28 primarily focuses on the period of American expansionism in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, exploring the motivations, key events, and consequences of the United States

becoming a global power.

What were some of the main driving forces behind American



Imperialism discussed in the video?

Key drivers mentioned often include economic interests (new markets and resources), strategic
advantages (naval bases), cultural and religious motivations (spreading American ideals and

Christianity), and the idea of Manifest Destiny extending overseas.

Which specific territories did the United States acquire or significantly
influence during the Age of Imperialism, according to the Crash Course
episode?

The episode likely covers territories such as Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines, and Cuba, as

well as spheres of influence in China and the opening of Japan.

What were some of the major debates or controversies surrounding
American Imperialism at the time?

The video likely touches upon the anti-imperialist movement, which argued against expansionism
based on principles of self-determination and the potential for colonial exploitation, as well as the

justifications for imperialism like civilizing missions.

How did American Imperialism shape the United States' role in the
world moving forward?

The period established the US as a significant player on the global stage, marking a shift from a
primarily continental nation to one with international interests and military presence, setting the stage

for its 20th-century superpower status.

What historical figures or events are commonly associated with
American Imperialism and might be covered in Crash Course 28%

Key figures could include President Theodore Roosevelt, figures involved in the Spanish-American



War, and individuals like Alfred Thayer Mahan. Significant events would include the Spanish-American

War, the annexation of Hawaii, and the Open Door Policy.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to understanding American Imperialism, which could be helpful in

comprehending concepts often found in answer keys for such topics:

1. _1. American Empire: The Rise of a Global Power and Its Consequences_

This book delves into the historical trajectory of American expansionism, examining the economic,
political, and cultural forces that propelled the United States onto the world stage. It analyzes the
motivations behind American interventions and the lasting impacts on both the intervened nations and
the United States itself. The author provides a critical perspective on the nature and ethics of American

global dominance.

2. 2. The American Crucible: The History of the United States in World History _

This comprehensive survey positions American history within a broader global context, highlighting
how the nation's development was intertwined with imperialistic tendencies. It explores how America's
pursuit of power and influence shaped international relations and the experiences of diverse
populations. The book offers insights into the evolution of American identity in relation to its overseas

ventures.

3. _3. When Victims Become Killers: Colonialism in Rwanda_

While focused on Rwanda, this book offers a crucial comparative lens for understanding the lasting
and often devastating legacies of colonialism and imperial rule. By examining how colonial policies
sowed the seeds of ethnic division, it iluminates similar patterns and consequences that can arise
from imperialistic interactions elsewhere. It underscores the human cost of external control and

manipulation.

4. 4. King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Obsession, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa_

This gripping narrative details the brutal exploitation of the Congo Free State under King Leopold Il of



Belgium, serving as a potent example of unchecked imperial greed and its horrific human
consequences. It illustrates the extreme exploitation of resources and people characteristic of imperial
ventures. Understanding such historical atrocities is vital for critically evaluating the nature of power

dynamics in imperial relationships.

5. _5. Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of a Continent_

This seminal work provides a powerful critique of centuries of economic exploitation and foreign
intervention in Latin America, with a significant portion dedicated to the impact of U.S. influence. It
details how external powers have extracted wealth and resources, shaping the political and economic
destinies of the region. The book highlights the long-term economic and social ramifications of

imperialistic practices.

6. 6. The Battle for Public Opinion: American Public Opinion and the Vietham War_

This study examines the critical role of public perception and media coverage in shaping the success
or failure of imperialistic endeavors. It illustrates how a shift in public sentiment can profoundly
influence foreign policy and military engagement. Understanding the dynamics of public opinion is key

to comprehending the domestic debates surrounding American expansion and intervention.

7. _7. Facing the Leviathan: The World as it is, and the Politics of the Future_

This book offers a broad geopolitical analysis, exploring the nature of state power and international
relations in a globalized world. It provides frameworks for understanding how powerful nations exert
influence and the implications for global governance. The author discusses the evolving landscape of

international power dynamics, which includes the enduring impact of historical imperialism.

8. _8. Rethinking American Slavery

While focusing on slavery within the United States, this book can provide context for understanding the
intertwined nature of racial ideologies and expansionist policies. It explores how concepts of
subjugation and control, central to slavery, can manifest in imperialistic actions and the justification of
dominance over other peoples. It sheds light on the foundational attitudes that could inform

imperialistic thinking.



9. _9. The Age of Imperialism: A Novel_

This fictional work, by immersing readers in the historical period, can offer a visceral understanding of
the social, economic, and personal experiences associated with imperialism. By dramatizing events
and characters, it can illuminate the complex motivations and consequences of imperial expansion.
Such narratives can provide a more human and relatable perspective on historical patterns of

dominance.
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