dbq 13 start of the cold war answer
key

The Cold War Begins: A Comprehensive Guide to
DBQ 13 and Its Answer Key

The dawn of the Cold War marked a pivotal and transformative period in global
history, characterized by ideological conflict, geopolitical tension, and the
ever-present threat of nuclear annihilation. Understanding the origins and
early dynamics of this prolonged standoff is crucial for grasping the 20th
century's most significant international relations. Document-Based Questions
(DBQs) are a cornerstone of AP U.S. History and AP World History
examinations, and DBQ 13 specifically delves into the complex factors that
initiated this global confrontation. For students and educators alike,
mastering the "dbg 13 start of the cold war answer key" is not just about
finding correct answers; it's about understanding the historical context,
analyzing primary source documents, and constructing a well-supported
argument. This comprehensive guide will dissect the essential elements of DBQ
13, exploring the key documents, the thematic threads, and the analytical
skills required to effectively address this critical topic.
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Understanding the Nature of a Cold War DBQ

A Document-Based Question, or DBQ, is a type of essay question common in
standardized history tests that requires students to analyze a set of primary
and secondary source documents to construct an argument. For DBQ 13, focused
on the start of the Cold War, this means engaging with a collection of
documents that might include speeches, diplomatic cables, political cartoons,
photographs, or excerpts from historical analyses. The core task is to use
these documents as evidence to support a specific historical interpretation
or argument about the causes and early development of the Cold War. This
analytical process involves identifying the main arguments presented in each
document, considering the author's perspective, purpose, and audience, and
synthesizing this information to build a cohesive narrative. The "dbq 13
start of the cold war answer key" often represents a model answer that
demonstrates how to effectively integrate document evidence and meet the
rubric's criteria.

The Role of Historical Context

Effectively answering any DBQ, including one on the start of the Cold War,
necessitates a strong grasp of the historical context surrounding the events
and documents presented. For DBQ 13, this means understanding the immediate
aftermath of World War II, the differing visions of the victorious Allied
powers, and the burgeoning ideological divide between the United States and
the Soviet Union. Knowing about events like the Yalta Conference, the Potsdam
Conference, the division of Germany, and the Truman Doctrine provides a
crucial backdrop for interpreting the documents and formulating a well-
supported argument about the origins of the Cold War.

Analyzing Document Types

The documents provided in a DBQ will vary in type, each offering unique
insights. Understanding the nature of each document is paramount. For
instance, a presidential speech will likely reflect official policy and
public rhetoric, while a private diplomatic memo might reveal more candid
assessments or strategies. Political cartoons offer visual commentary and
often express bias, while photographs can capture the mood and impact of
events. The "dbqg 13 start of the cold war answer key" will demonstrate how to
differentiate between these document types and leverage their specific
gualities as evidence.

Synthesis and Argument Construction

The ultimate goal of a DBQ is not merely to summarize the documents but to
synthesize their information into a coherent and persuasive historical
argument. This requires identifying connections and contradictions between



documents and using them to support a central thesis. The process involves
grouping documents by theme or perspective, explaining how they collectively
support or challenge a particular interpretation of the start of the Cold
War.

Key Themes in DBQ 13: The Start of the Cold War

DBQ 13 typically revolves around several central themes that illuminate the
transition from wartime alliance to postwar rivalry. These themes are crucial
for students to identify and address when constructing their essays. The "dbq
13 start of the cold war answer key" will invariably touch upon these core
ideas, demonstrating how to weave them into a cohesive argument.
Understanding these thematic elements is foundational for any student
preparing to tackle this specific DBQ.

Ideological Differences: Capitalism vs. Communism

At the heart of the Cold War lay a fundamental clash of ideologies: the
democratic, capitalist system of the United States and its allies versus the
communist, one-party state system of the Soviet Union. This ideological
divide manifested in differing views on economic organization, political
freedoms, and international relations. Documents in DBQ 13 will Llikely
highlight this contrast, showcasing how each side perceived the other's
system as a threat to its own values and global influence. The answer key
will demonstrate how to use documents to illustrate this ideological
antagonism.

Post-War Power Vacuum and Spheres of Influence

The defeat of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan left significant power vacuums
in Europe and Asia. The emerging superpowers, the United States and the
Soviet Union, sought to fill these vacuums and establish their respective
spheres of influence. This competition for dominance played out in the
division of Germany, the political landscape of Eastern Europe, and the
burgeoning conflicts in other regions. DBQ 13 often features documents that
reflect this struggle for control and the establishment of competing
geopolitical blocs.

Mutual Suspicion and Mistrust

A defining characteristic of the early Cold War was the profound level of
suspicion and mistrust between the superpowers. Historical events, such as
Soviet expansionism in Eastern Europe and American nuclear monopoly, fueled
these anxieties. Conversely, Soviet leaders perceived American actions, like
the Marshall Plan, as attempts to undermine Soviet influence. Documents will



likely showcase this mutual distrust, highlighting how it escalated tensions
and made cooperation increasingly difficult. The "dbq 13 start of the cold
war answer key" would illustrate how to analyze documents that reveal this
growing animosity.

Containment Policy and Soviet Responses

The United States adopted a policy of containment, aiming to prevent the
spread of communism. This policy, articulated by figures like George Kennan
and implemented through initiatives like the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall
Plan, shaped American foreign policy for decades. Simultaneously, the Soviet
Union responded to perceived American aggression by consolidating its control
over Eastern Europe and developing its own strategies to counter Western
influence. DBQ 13 documents often center on these policies and their
reciprocal impact.

Analyzing Primary Source Documents for DBQ 13

The success of a DBQ hinges on the ability to critically analyze the provided
primary source documents. This is where the "dbq 13 start of the cold war
answer key" serves as a valuable pedagogical tool, showcasing effective
analytical techniques. Each document offers a unique window into the past,
and extracting its full historical significance requires careful attention to
detail and an understanding of specific analytical frameworks.

Author, Audience, Purpose, and Context (AAPC)

A fundamental approach to analyzing any historical document is to consider
its Author, Audience, Purpose, and Context (often abbreviated as AAPC or
APPARTS - Author, Perspective, Place/Time, Audience, Reason, Teacher,
Significance). For DBQ 13, this means asking: Who created this document? To
whom was it directed? What was the author trying to achieve? When and where
was it created? Understanding these elements helps to identify potential
biases and to interpret the document's message accurately. A good answer key
will explicitly demonstrate how to apply the AAPC analysis to each relevant
document.

Sourcing and Corroboration

Sourcing involves understanding the origin and credibility of a document.
Corroboration means examining how different documents relate to each other.
Do they support or contradict each other? Identifying these relationships can
help to build a stronger argument and to qualify the information presented in
any single document. The "dbqg 13 start of the cold war answer key" will often
show how documents are grouped or contrasted to support different facets of



the main argument.

Identifying Bias and Point of View

All historical sources are produced from a particular point of view and may
contain biases. Recognizing these biases is crucial for objective historical
analysis. For DBQ 13, this means understanding the inherent biases of
American vs. Soviet perspectives, or the political leanings of specific
commentators. Identifying how an author's background or agenda might shape
their message is a key analytical skill that the answer key will highlight.

Using Documents as Evidence

The most critical aspect of DBQ analysis is using the documents as evidence
to support your thesis. This involves more than just quoting from a document;
it requires explaining how the quote or piece of information supports your
point. The "dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key" will demonstrate this by
not just including a quote, but by integrating it into a paragraph that
explains its relevance to the argument.

Crafting a Strong Thesis Statement for DBQ 13

The thesis statement is the central argument of your DBQ essay. For DBQ 13,
it needs to directly address the prompt regarding the start of the Cold War,
taking a clear and arguable position. A well-crafted thesis statement guides
the entire essay and demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of the
historical period. The "dbg 13 start of the cold war answer key" will present
a model thesis that is specific, analytical, and sets the stage for the
essay's evidence.

Specificity and Arguability

A strong thesis for DBQ 13 will not simply state that the Cold War began due
to disagreements. Instead, it will articulate a specific causal relationship
or a nuanced interpretation of the origins. For example, a thesis might argue
that the Cold War was primarily a result of irreconcilable ideological
differences, or that it emerged from a complex interplay of post-war power
dynamics and mutual mistrust. It must be a statement that can be debated and
supported with evidence.

Incorporating Key Themes

The best thesis statements for DBQ 13 will often subtly hint at the key



themes that will be explored in the essay. By referencing concepts like
ideological conflict, geopolitical competition, or the breakdown of wartime
alliances, the thesis signals to the reader the direction the essay will
take. The "dbg 13 start of the cold war answer key" will show how a thesis
can effectively encapsulate multiple contributing factors.

Taking a Stance

Ultimately, a thesis is a position. For DBQ 13, this means making a claim
about why or how the Cold War started, and to what extent certain factors
were more significant than others. The essay then becomes an extended
argument to prove this initial claim, using the provided documents as its
primary support. The answer key will offer examples of clear, declarative
thesis statements that set a definitive argumentative direction.

Structuring Your DBQ Essay

A well-structured essay is crucial for presenting a clear and compelling
argument. For DBQ 13, a standard essay structure, adapted for the specific
requirements of a DBQ, will best serve the student. The "dbq 13 start of the
cold war answer key" will provide a model for this effective organization.

Introduction

The introduction should begin with a hook that engages the reader, provide
brief historical context, and clearly state the thesis statement. It should
also briefly introduce the main points or arguments that will be developed in
the body of the essay. For DBQ 13, the introduction sets the stage for the
analysis of the early Cold War period.

Body Paragraphs

Each body paragraph should focus on a specific aspect of the argument,
supported by evidence from the documents. A common approach is to dedicate
paragraphs to specific themes or to group documents that support a particular
point. Crucially, each paragraph must not only present document evidence but
also explain its relevance to the thesis, demonstrating analytical depth. The
"dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key" will show how to properly integrate
document citations and analytical explanations.

e Topic Sentence: Clearly state the main point of the paragraph.

e Document Evidence: Introduce and cite relevant documents.



e Analysis: Explain how the document supports the topic sentence and the
overall thesis, considering author, audience, purpose, or bias.

e Connecting Sentence: Transition to the next idea or reinforce the
paragraph's contribution to the thesis.

Conclusion

The conclusion should restate the thesis in a new way, summarize the main
points of the argument, and offer a final thought on the significance of the
Cold War's beginnings. It should not introduce new evidence or arguments but
rather provide a sense of closure and reinforce the essay's overall message.
The "dbg 13 start of the cold war answer key" will typically offer a concise
and impactful concluding statement.

Common Pitfalls and Strategies for Success with
DBQ 13

Navigating a DBQ can be challenging, and students often encounter common
pitfalls. Understanding these potential errors and employing effective
strategies can significantly improve performance on DBQ 13. The "dbg 13 start
of the cold war answer key" often implicitly addresses these pitfalls by
demonstrating best practices.

Pitfalls:

Summarizing Instead of Analyzing: Simply describing what a document says
without explaining its historical significance or how it supports the
thesis.

e Ignoring or Misusing Documents: Failing to use enough documents,
misinterpreting their content, or not integrating them effectively into
the argument.

e Lack of Thesis Statement: Failing to present a clear, arguable thesis
statement, or having a thesis that is too broad or too narrow.

e Insufficient Historical Context: Not providing enough background
information to help the reader understand the documents and the
historical period.

e Grouping Documents Without Explanation: Simply listing documents
together without explaining the commonality or the analytical reason for



their grouping.

e Over-Reliance on Outside Information: While outside knowledge can be
useful for context, the primary support for the argument must come from
the provided documents.

Strategies for Success:

e Read and Annotate Documents Carefully: Underline key phrases, identify
the author's purpose, and note potential biases.

e Brainstorm and Outline: Before writing, plan your essay structure,
thesis, and how you will use each document.

e Develop a Strong Thesis: Ensure your thesis is specific, arguable, and
directly addresses the prompt.

e Integrate Documents Seamlessly: Use quotes or paraphrases effectively,
followed by analysis that connects the document to your argument.

e Utilize the AAPC/APPARTS Framework: Consistently apply these analytical
tools to your document sourcing.

e Address Nuance and Complexity: Acknowledge differing perspectives or
contradictions within the documents.

e Review and Revise: Ensure your essay flows logically, your arguments are
well-supported, and you have met all the requirements of the prompt.

The "dbg 13 start of the cold war answer key" can be a valuable resource for
learning these strategies by observing how a successful response is
constructed.

The Significance of DBQ 13 in Understanding
Cold War Origins

DBQ 13 plays a vital role in helping students grasp the foundational causes
of the Cold War. By engaging with primary source documents, students can move
beyond a superficial understanding of this complex period and develop a more
nuanced appreciation of the historical forces at play. The insights gained
from analyzing the materials associated with DBQ 13 are transferable to
understanding other historical conflicts and geopolitical dynamics.



Developing Historical Thinking Skills

DBQ 13 is designed to cultivate essential historical thinking skills such as
contextualization, sourcing, argumentation, and synthesis. Successfully
completing this DBQ signifies a student's ability to engage critically with
historical evidence and construct well-supported arguments. The analytical
rigor required for DBQ 13 builds a strong foundation for further historical
study.

Appreciating the Complexity of Historical Causation

The start of the Cold War was not a single event but a process driven by a
multitude of factors. DBQ 13 helps students understand this complexity,
illustrating how ideological differences, geopolitical ambitions, economic
interests, and mutual suspicion all contributed to the escalation of
tensions. It encourages a move away from simplistic explanations towards a
more sophisticated understanding of historical causation.

Connecting Past to Present

While focused on the past, understanding the origins of the Cold War has
relevance for contemporary international relations. The dynamics of
superpower competition, ideological clashes, and the quest for spheres of
influence continue to shape global politics. The lessons learned from DBQ 13
can offer valuable perspectives on current geopolitical challenges and the
enduring legacies of past conflicts.

The "DBQ 13 Start of the Cold War Answer Key"
Beyond Memorization

The term "dbg 13 start of the cold war answer key" often brings to mind a
simple set of correct answers. However, its true value lies in its
pedagogical purpose: to serve as a model for effective historical analysis
and argumentation. It's not about memorizing specific phrases or document
interpretations, but about understanding the process by which a strong DBQ
essay 1is constructed.

Learning Analytical Techniques

A well-constructed answer key will demonstrate how to perform document
analysis, cite evidence correctly, and integrate it seamlessly into a
persuasive argument. It will showcase the application of historical thinking
skills, providing a benchmark for students to evaluate their own work. The
"dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key" is a guide to the 'how-to' of DBQ



writing.

Understanding Rubric Expectations

Examining an answer key can help students understand the specific criteria
used for grading DBQs. They can see how different components, such as thesis
development, document usage, and analysis, are weighted and assessed. This
understanding is crucial for aligning their own writing with the expectations
of the examination.

Developing a Strategic Approach

By observing how a comprehensive answer to DBQ 13 is structured and argued,
students can develop their own strategic approach to tackling similar
assessments. This includes effective time management during the exam,
efficient document analysis, and clear articulation of their historical
interpretation. The "dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key" provides a
blueprint for success.

Conclusion

Mastering DBQ 13, focusing on the start of the Cold War, is a critical step
for students aiming for success in AP history courses and for anyone seeking
a deeper understanding of 20th-century global dynamics. The prompt's emphasis
on the origins of this protracted ideological and geopolitical struggle
requires a sophisticated engagement with primary source documents, a clear
understanding of historical context, and the ability to construct a well-
supported argument. By delving into themes such as ideological differences,
power vacuums, mutual mistrust, and containment policies, students can piece
together the complex narrative of how the world transitioned into a bipolar
standoff. The "dbg 13 start of the cold war answer key" serves as an
invaluable pedagogical tool, not for rote memorization, but for illuminating
effective analytical techniques, proper document integration, and the
construction of a compelling historical thesis. Ultimately, success with DBQ
13 is about more than just finding the right answers; it's about developing
the critical thinking and analytical skills essential for interpreting the
past and understanding its enduring impact on the present.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a common misconception about the start of



the Cold War that a DBQ might address?

A common misconception is that the Cold War began solely due to Soviet
aggression. A DBQ would likely explore how US actions, Western European
dynamics, and the aftermath of WWII also contributed to the escalating
tensions.

What primary source documents are typically included
in a DBQ on the start of the Cold War?

DBQs often feature documents like Winston Churchill's 'Iron Curtain' speech,
Truman Doctrine statements, George Kennan's 'Long Telegram,' Soviet
responses, and potentially excerpts from post-war conferences like Yalta or
Potsdam.

How do DBQ prompts on the start of the Cold War
usually frame the central historical question?

Prompts typically ask students to analyze the causes or factors contributing
to the Cold War, often requiring them to evaluate the relative importance of
different events or ideologies.

What historical context is crucial for understanding
a DBQ on the start of the Cold War?

Understanding the immediate post-WWII landscape, the ideological differences
between the US and USSR (capitalism vs. communism), the division of Germany
and Europe, and the development of nuclear weapons is essential.

What analytical skills are most tested in a DBQ
about the start of the Cold War?

Key skills include analyzing primary source evidence, comparing and
contrasting different perspectives, synthesizing information from multiple
documents, and constructing a well-supported historical argument.

How does the 'answer key' concept apply to a DBQ on
the start of the Cold War?

There isn't a single 'answer key' in the traditional sense. Instead,
successful DBQs demonstrate a nuanced understanding of the complex causes and
events leading to the Cold War, supported by thorough analysis of the
provided documents.

What are some common historical arguments that a



strong DBQ on the start of the Cold War might make?

Strong arguments could focus on mutual distrust, the breakdown of wartime
alliances, the expansionist policies of both superpowers, or the inevitable
clash of ideological systems.

How does the concept of 'contested causality' relate
to a DBQ on the start of the Cold War?

Contested causality is central, as historians debate the primary drivers of
the Cold War. A DBQ requires students to engage with these different
interpretations and use the documents to support their own reasoned
conclusions.

What is the role of 'outside information' in a DBQ
about the start of the Cold War?

Outside information refers to historical knowledge not explicitly found in
the provided documents. It can be used to provide context, corroborate
document evidence, or offer alternative explanations, thereby strengthening
the argument.

Additional Resources

Here is a numbered list of 9 book titles related to the start of the Cold
War, with descriptions:

1. The Cold War: A New History by John Lewis Gaddis

This comprehensive overview traces the origins and development of the Cold
War from its roots in post-World War II diplomacy to its eventual conclusion.
Gaddis offers insightful analysis of key figures, events, and ideological
clashes that defined this pivotal era. It's an excellent starting point for
understanding the broad sweep of the conflict.

2. Origins of the Cold War_ by Walter LaFeber

LaFeber's seminal work focuses on the economic and political motivations of
the United States in shaping the early Cold War. He argues that American
expansionist desires and anxieties about Soviet influence played a crucial
role in the escalating tensions. This book provides a critical perspective on
the American role in initiating the conflict.

3. The Grand Alliance: The United States, Britain, and the Soviet Union in
World War II by John Snell

While focusing on World War II, Snell's book illuminates the complex
relationship between the Allied powers as they fought together against the
Axis. It details the early signs of mistrust and differing post-war visions
that would lay the groundwork for the Cold War. Understanding this wartime
alliance is key to grasping the subsequent breakdown.



4. The Bulldog and the Lion: Churchill, Roosevelt, and the Path to Cold
War_ by Robert Dallek

Dallek examines the crucial wartime leadership of Winston Churchill and
Franklin D. Roosevelt and their interactions with Joseph Stalin. The book
highlights the strategic decisions and political maneuvering that, even
during the war, sowed the seeds of future conflict. It emphasizes the
personal dynamics that influenced global politics.

5. From Yalta to Potsdam: The Allied Conferences and the Remaking of
Europe by Richard Overy

This book delves into the pivotal conferences held by the Allied leaders at
Yalta and Potsdam. Overy meticulously details the discussions and agreements
made concerning the post-war division of Europe and Germany. The differing
interpretations and unmet expectations from these meetings are central to
understanding the early Cold War.

6. The Cold War: A Short History by Geir Lundestad

Lundestad offers a concise yet thorough examination of the Cold War's
origins, key developments, and eventual end. He emphasizes the ideological
struggle between communism and capitalism as the driving force behind the
global confrontation. This book provides a balanced and accessible account
for those new to the subject.

_7. Containment: Documents on American Policy and Strategy, 1945-1950
edited by Thomas H. Etzold and Raymond J. 0'Connor_

This collection of primary source documents provides direct insight into the
formation and implementation of the U.S. containment policy. It includes
speeches, diplomatic cables, and policy papers that reveal the thinking and
actions of American leaders in response to perceived Soviet threats. This is
essential for understanding the U.S. perspective.

8. The Origins of the Cold War: An Interpretation_ by Martin McCauley
McCauley's work offers a nuanced interpretation of the early Cold War,
considering the perspectives of both the United States and the Soviet Union.
He explores how mutual suspicion, misperceptions, and competing interests
fueled the escalating tensions. The book highlights the complexity of
assigning blame for the conflict's onset.

9. The Iron Curtain: Churchill's Famous Speech and the Dawn of the Cold
War by Christopher Hill

This book specifically analyzes Winston Churchill's influential "Iron
Curtain" speech delivered in 1946. Hill explores the context, impact, and
significance of this pivotal moment in framing the emerging geopolitical
divide. The speech is often cited as a critical marker in the formal
recognition of the Cold War.
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