
dbq on andrew jackson
The era of Andrew Jackson was a pivotal period in American history, marked by profound
political, social, and economic transformations. Understanding this era through the lens of a
Document-Based Question (DBQ) offers a unique opportunity to delve into the complexities
of Jacksonian democracy, the expansion of suffrage, the contentious Indian Removal policy,
and the economic debates of the time. This comprehensive article will explore the key
themes and documents commonly found in a DBQ on Andrew Jackson, providing a detailed
analysis that illuminates his presidency and its lasting impact. We will examine the
arguments surrounding his policies, the perspectives of various groups affected, and the
broader implications for the developing nation. Prepare to engage with primary source
materials and historical interpretations to construct a nuanced understanding of "The Age
of Jackson."
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Understanding the Historical Context of Andrew
Jackson's Presidency

Andrew Jackson's rise to the presidency in 1828 signaled a significant shift in American
politics. Often referred to as "The Age of Jackson," this period witnessed the
democratization of the United States, characterized by a dramatic expansion of suffrage to
white males without property qualifications. This era was also marked by intense political
rivalries, economic volatility, and the tragic implementation of policies that forcibly
displaced Native American tribes. To effectively tackle a DBQ on Andrew Jackson, a solid
grasp of this historical backdrop is essential. Understanding the prevailing political
ideologies, the social structures, and the economic landscape of the early 19th century will
provide the necessary framework for analyzing the provided documents and constructing a



coherent argument.

The Rise of Jacksonian Democracy
Jacksonian Democracy represented a movement that championed the "common man" and
challenged the traditional elitism of American politics. This philosophical shift was fueled by
a growing sense of populism and a desire for greater political participation from ordinary
citizens. The Democratic Party, with Jackson at its helm, capitalized on this sentiment,
advocating for policies that benefited the yeoman farmer and the working classes, at least
in theory. Analyzing how this democratic ideal was implemented and who truly benefited is
a crucial aspect of many DBQs on Andrew Jackson.

The Antebellum Period and its Social Fabric
The antebellum period was a time of significant social change and deep divisions within
American society. Debates over slavery, westward expansion, and the role of government
were intensifying. Understanding the prevailing social attitudes, the burgeoning
industrialization in the North, the agrarian economy of the South, and the experiences of
different social classes—including women, enslaved people, and immigrants—is vital for
contextualizing the documents presented in a Jacksonian DBQ. The documents themselves
will often reflect these societal cleavages.

Key Themes in Andrew Jackson DBQs

DBQs on Andrew Jackson typically revolve around several core themes that highlight the
complexities and controversies of his presidency. These themes allow for a deep
exploration of his policies, their motivations, and their consequences. A strong
understanding of these recurring topics will enable students to anticipate the types of
documents they might encounter and the arguments they will need to construct.

The Expansion of Suffrage and the Common Man
One of the most defining features of the Jacksonian era was the expansion of voting rights.
Most DBQs will likely include documents that speak to this democratization of politics. This
includes examining the shift from property qualifications to universal white male suffrage,
the rise of popular campaigning, and the rhetoric that celebrated the "common man."
However, it's equally important to analyze who was excluded from this expansion,
particularly enslaved people and women, and the implications of this limited democracy.

The Indian Removal Policy and its Consequences
Andrew Jackson's Indian Removal Act of 1830 is a profoundly controversial aspect of his
presidency and a near-certain topic in any comprehensive DBQ. Documents will often focus



on the forced relocation of Native American tribes, particularly the Cherokee, from their
ancestral lands in the Southeast to territories west of the Mississippi River. Analyzing the
legal justifications, the humanitarian arguments against it, and the devastating impact on
Native populations is essential. This theme often involves evaluating presidential power
versus treaty obligations and human rights.

The Bank War and Presidential Power
The battle over the Second Bank of the United States, often referred to as the "Bank War,"
is another central theme. Jackson's visceral opposition to the Bank, which he viewed as a
corrupt institution serving the interests of the wealthy elite, led to its demise. DBQs on this
topic will explore the economic arguments for and against the Bank, Jackson's use of
executive power to veto its recharter, and the subsequent economic consequences, such as
the "pet banks" and the Panic of 1837. This theme directly addresses the extent of
presidential authority in economic matters.

Nullification Crisis and States' Rights
The Nullification Crisis, sparked by South Carolina's attempt to nullify federal tariffs, tested
the very fabric of the Union. Andrew Jackson's firm stance against nullification, asserting
federal supremacy, is a critical component. Documents related to this crisis will explore the
principles of states' rights versus federal authority, the economic grievances of the South,
and Jackson's resolute defense of national unity. This theme provides insight into the
ongoing tension between states and the federal government.

Document Analysis Strategies for Andrew Jackson
DBQs

Successfully navigating a DBQ on Andrew Jackson requires more than just historical
knowledge; it demands effective document analysis. Each document, whether a speech, a
letter, a political cartoon, or a statistical report, offers a unique perspective and must be
approached systematically.

Identifying the Author, Audience, and Purpose
For each document, it is crucial to ask: Who created this document? Who was the intended
audience? What was the author trying to achieve? Understanding the author's background,
potential biases, and their reason for writing can significantly illuminate the document's
message and its reliability as historical evidence. For instance, a speech by Jackson himself
will likely present a different perspective than a letter from a Cherokee leader or an
editorial from a Whig newspaper.



Analyzing the Content and Bias
Once the context is established, delve into the content of the document. What specific
claims are being made? What evidence is presented? Is the language persuasive,
emotional, or factual? Identifying any inherent biases in the document is paramount. Is the
author clearly advocating for a particular policy or viewpoint? Recognizing these biases
allows for a more critical and balanced interpretation of the information presented in a DBQ
on Andrew Jackson.

Connecting Documents to the Prompt and Thesis
The ultimate goal is to use the documents to support a well-reasoned argument that
directly answers the DBQ prompt. This involves synthesizing information from multiple
documents, identifying common themes and contrasting viewpoints, and explaining how
each document contributes to the overall historical narrative. The ability to group similar
documents and use specific examples from them to bolster your thesis is key.

Utilizing Outside Information
While the documents are the primary source of evidence, a strong DBQ often incorporates
relevant "outside information"—historical facts or concepts not explicitly stated in the
documents but that are pertinent to the topic. This demonstrates a broader understanding
of the historical period and can help to further contextualize or challenge the information
found within the provided documents. For a DBQ on Andrew Jackson, this might include
mentioning specific events, individuals, or broader societal trends not directly represented.

Examining the Expansion of Suffrage and the
Common Man

The Jacksonian era is synonymous with the expansion of political participation, a
phenomenon often heralded as the triumph of the "common man." This expansion was not
merely a passive shift but a result of active political movements and changing societal
attitudes towards who deserved a voice in governance. DBQs often probe the nuances of
this expansion, questioning its sincerity and its true beneficiaries.

The Rise of Popular Politics
Prior to Jackson, presidential elections were often more sedate affairs, with candidates
chosen by party caucuses. Jackson's campaigns, however, were characterized by mass
rallies, public speeches, and a direct appeal to the electorate. This shift democratized the
electoral process, making it more accessible and engaging for ordinary citizens. Documents
might showcase this change through descriptions of campaign events or political cartoons
depicting the engaged populace.



Universal White Male Suffrage
The most tangible aspect of the expansion of suffrage was the removal of property and tax
qualifications for voting in many states. This opened the polls to a much larger segment of
the white male population, including farmers, laborers, and artisans. The impact of this
change was profound, leading to increased political participation and a greater focus on
issues affecting these groups. Examining how different states enacted these changes and
the debates surrounding them is common in Andrew Jackson DBQs.

Limitations and Exclusions
It is crucial to remember that this expansion of suffrage was not universal. Women were
still largely excluded from the political process, and the rights of enslaved African
Americans remained severely restricted, with many states enforcing laws that prevented
them from voting. Analyzing documents that highlight these exclusions, or that
demonstrate the continued inequalities despite the rhetoric of the "common man," is vital
for a complete understanding of this theme.

The Controversial Indian Removal Policy

Perhaps the most morally fraught policy enacted during Andrew Jackson's presidency was
the Indian Removal Act of 1830. This legislation authorized the President to negotiate
treaties that would exchange Native American lands in the East for lands west of the
Mississippi River. However, the "negotiations" were often coercive, and the forced removals
resulted in immense suffering and loss of life.

The Indian Removal Act of 1830
This act provided the legal framework for the systematic displacement of Native American
tribes. Documents related to this theme might include excerpts from the act itself, debates
in Congress, or official correspondence regarding the implementation of the policy.
Analyzing the justifications presented for removal, such as the desire for Native lands for
white settlement and the argument that removal was for the "protection" of the tribes, is a
key analytical task.

The Cherokee Nation and the Trail of Tears
The Cherokee Nation, in particular, resisted removal through legal and political means,
even winning a Supreme Court case that affirmed their sovereignty. Despite this, Jackson
famously defied the Court's ruling. The forced march of the Cherokee from their homeland
to Indian Territory, known as the Trail of Tears, resulted in thousands of deaths from
disease, starvation, and exposure. Documents will often depict the hardships faced by the
Cherokee and the moral objections raised by critics of the policy.



Arguments For and Against Removal
DBQs frequently require an examination of the various arguments surrounding Indian
Removal. Proponents often cited manifest destiny, the perceived benefits of "civilizing"
Native Americans by removing them from contact with white settlers, and the state's right
to expand its jurisdiction. Opponents, including figures like Davy Crockett and many
religious leaders, condemned the policy on humanitarian and moral grounds, arguing for
the sanctity of treaties and the injustice of forced displacement. Understanding these
competing viewpoints, as presented in the documents, is essential.

The Bank War and Economic Debates

Andrew Jackson's presidency was marked by a fierce ideological battle over the role and
legitimacy of the Second Bank of the United States. This "Bank War" had significant
economic and political ramifications, shaping the nation's financial landscape for years to
come.

Jackson's Opposition to the Bank
Jackson viewed the Bank as a monopolistic institution that wielded undue influence over the
economy and benefited a select group of wealthy individuals. He believed it was
unconstitutional and a threat to states' rights and the agrarian ideal of the common man.
His veto of the bill to recharter the Bank in 1832 was a pivotal moment, showcasing his
strong executive will and his populist appeal.

Economic Arguments and Consequences
Documents in a DBQ on the Bank War will likely present arguments from both sides.
Supporters of the Bank highlighted its role in stabilizing the currency, regulating credit, and
fostering economic growth. Critics, including Jackson, argued that it concentrated too much
power in private hands and was detrimental to the interests of ordinary Americans. The
aftermath of the Bank's demise included the rise of "pet banks" (state banks favored by the
administration) and a period of economic instability that contributed to the Panic of 1837.

Presidential Power and the Veto
The Bank War also served as a major test of presidential power. Jackson's use of the veto,
and his aggressive stance against the Bank, expanded the perceived authority of the
executive branch. The documents will likely reflect the intense political debate over the
extent to which the President could act independently of Congress and the judiciary in
matters of economic policy. Analyzing the implications of Jackson's actions for the balance
of power within the federal government is a key objective.



Andrew Jackson's Legacy and Historical
Interpretation

Andrew Jackson remains one of the most complex and debated figures in American history.
His legacy is marked by both significant achievements and profound moral failures.
Understanding how historians have interpreted his presidency over time is crucial for a
comprehensive DBQ response.

Hero of the Common Man vs. Tyrant
For much of the 19th and early 20th centuries, Jackson was lauded as a champion of
democracy and the common man, a populist hero who broke the grip of the elite. This
interpretation often focused on his military victories, his expansion of suffrage, and his
defiance of established institutions. However, as historical perspectives evolved,
particularly with a greater emphasis on the experiences of marginalized groups, this heroic
narrative has been increasingly challenged. Critics now highlight his role in Indian Removal
and his controversial use of executive power, portraying him as a more authoritarian figure.

The Enduring Debates
DBQs often require students to engage with these ongoing historical debates. This means
acknowledging the different ways Jackson's actions and policies have been understood and
evaluating the evidence that supports each interpretation. For example, one might argue
that while Jackson expanded suffrage for white men, his policies towards Native Americans
and his stance on slavery reveal a more conflicted and less democratic vision for the nation.

Impact on American Identity
Jackson's presidency had a lasting impact on the development of American identity and
political discourse. His emphasis on popular sovereignty, national unity, and presidential
leadership continues to resonate in contemporary political debates. Analyzing how
Jackson's actions shaped the course of American democracy and its evolving ideals is a key
takeaway from studying his era.

Conclusion: Synthesizing a DBQ on Andrew
Jackson

In conclusion, a Document-Based Question on Andrew Jackson presents a rich opportunity
to explore one of the most transformative presidencies in American history. By
understanding the historical context, identifying key themes such as the expansion of
suffrage, Indian Removal, and the Bank War, and employing effective document analysis
strategies, students can construct a well-supported and nuanced argument. The



complexities of Andrew Jackson's legacy, marked by both democratic advancements and
significant injustices, require careful consideration of multiple perspectives and a
willingness to engage with the historical debates that continue to surround him. A
successful response will synthesize evidence from the provided documents and relevant
outside information to offer a comprehensive evaluation of "The Age of Jackson" and its
enduring impact on the American narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were Andrew Jackson's most significant policies
that impacted Native American tribes, and what were
the consequences of these policies?
Jackson's most impactful policy was the Indian Removal Act of 1830, which authorized the
forced relocation of Native American tribes, particularly the Cherokee, from their ancestral
lands in the Southeast to territories west of the Mississippi River. The primary consequence
was the devastating 'Trail of Tears,' where thousands of Native Americans died from
disease, starvation, and exposure during their forced march. This policy led to the
dispossession of vast Native American territories and the erosion of tribal sovereignty.

How did Andrew Jackson's presidency reflect or
challenge the ideals of Jeffersonian democracy, and
what were the key debates surrounding his actions?
Jackson's presidency reflected Jeffersonian ideals of the common man's power and
agrarianism but also challenged them. He expanded suffrage to more white men and
championed the will of the people, aligning with Jeffersonian democracy. However, his
strong executive power, use of the spoils system, and actions like the Bank War were seen
by critics as monarchical, contradicting Jefferson's emphasis on limited government and
states' rights. Key debates focused on the balance of power between the executive and
legislative branches, federal vs. states' rights, and the interpretation of the Constitution.

What was Andrew Jackson's stance on the Second Bank
of the United States, and why did his opposition lead to
a major political crisis?
Jackson vehemently opposed the Second Bank of the United States, viewing it as an
unconstitutional, elitist institution that favored the wealthy and powerful over the common
citizen. He believed it had too much influence over the economy and government. His
opposition led to a major political crisis when he vetoed the Bank's recharter bill in 1832
and subsequently ordered the removal of federal deposits from the Bank, crippling its
operations. This 'Bank War' polarized the nation, leading to economic instability and the rise
of the Whig Party in opposition to Jacksonian Democracy.



How did Andrew Jackson's expansion of presidential
power and use of the veto influence the development of
the American presidency?
Jackson significantly expanded presidential power, particularly through his assertive use of
the veto. He vetoed more bills than all previous presidents combined, often on grounds of
policy or constitutionality rather than mere technicality. This established the president as a
powerful legislative force, capable of shaping national policy independently. His actions
demonstrated a willingness to directly challenge Congress and assert executive
prerogative, setting a precedent for future presidents to wield considerable influence and
engage in more direct political combat.

What were the primary economic and social impacts of
Andrew Jackson's "Bank War" and his policies on
westward expansion?
The economic impact of the "Bank War" was significant, leading to financial instability,
inflation, and speculation as state-chartered banks, often called "pet banks," received
federal deposits and issued more currency. This contributed to the Panic of 1837. Socially,
Jackson's policies fueled the growing divide between the agrarian South and West, who
largely supported his actions, and the commercialized North, which suffered more from the
economic disruption. Westward expansion, facilitated by policies like Indian Removal, led to
increased opportunities for white settlers but at the immense cost of dispossession and
cultural destruction for Native American populations.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to a DBQ on Andrew Jackson, with descriptions:

1. _Andrew Jackson: His Life and Times_
This comprehensive biography offers a deep dive into Jackson's remarkable life, from his
humble beginnings to his rise as a military hero and two-term president. It meticulously
covers his political career, his significant policies like the Indian Removal Act, and his
enduring impact on American history. The book provides extensive context for
understanding Jackson's complex legacy and the controversies surrounding his presidency.

2. _The Life of Andrew Jackson_
Written with a focus on historical accuracy and engaging narrative, this work traces
Jackson's journey through the formative years of the United States. It highlights his military
exploits, his populist appeal, and the challenges he faced in establishing the power of the
presidency. The book explores the economic and social forces that shaped his era and
influenced his decisions.

3. _Jacksonian America: Society, Personality, and Politics_
This influential book analyzes the era of Andrew Jackson not just as the story of one man,
but as a period of profound societal transformation. It examines the rise of popular
democracy, the evolving social structures, and the key political conflicts of the time. The



work is essential for understanding the broader context in which Jackson operated and the
forces he represented.

4. _Andrew Jackson and the Bank War_
This specialized study focuses on one of the most defining battles of Jackson's presidency:
his fight against the Second Bank of the United States. It details the arguments for and
against the bank, Jackson's motivations for dismantling it, and the economic consequences
of his actions. The book is crucial for understanding Jackson's executive power and his
vision for the nation's financial future.

5. _Indian Removal: The Autobiography ofigrant_
While not directly about Jackson, this powerful first-person account offers a critical
perspective on the consequences of Jackson's policies. It provides firsthand testimony from
an individual directly impacted by the forced displacement of Native American tribes.
Reading this offers vital insight into the human cost of Jackson's Indian Removal Act.

6. _The Rise of American Democracy: Jefferson to Lincoln_
This broad historical survey situates Andrew Jackson within the larger arc of American
democratic development. It explains the evolution of political parties, the expansion of
suffrage, and the ongoing debates about the nature of American governance. Jackson's
presidency is presented as a pivotal moment in this larger narrative of democratic change.

7. _American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House_
This book offers a vivid and accessible portrayal of Jackson's time as president. It explores
his leadership style, his cabinet, and the major domestic and foreign policy challenges he
navigated. The author emphasizes Jackson's popular appeal and his role in shaping the
image of the American presidency.

8. _The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and theAmericans_
This book, while primarily about Lincoln, often contrasts his approach to presidential power
and civil liberties with that of Andrew Jackson. It delves into the principles of constitutional
governance and the tension between national security and individual freedoms. The book
can provide a comparative framework for evaluating Jackson's executive actions.

9. _Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Presidential, and the Transformation of America_
This compelling narrative tells the story of the election of James A. Garfield and the political
turmoil of the era. While Garfield is the focus, the book often references the precedents set
by earlier presidents, including Andrew Jackson, particularly in its examination of political
corruption and reform movements. It helps to contextualize the enduring impact of
Jackson's era on later American politics.
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