departure by sherwood anderson answer
key

The enigmatic short story "Departure" by Sherwood Anderson often leaves
readers searching for deeper meaning and understanding. As a classic piece of
American Modernist literature, Anderson's work delves into the complexities
of human connection, unspoken desires, and the poignant realities of life.
Many students and literary enthusiasts grapple with interpreting its nuances,
leading to frequent searches for a "departure by sherwood anderson answer
key." While a definitive, single "answer key" in the traditional sense
doesn't exist for literary analysis, this comprehensive article aims to
provide a thorough exploration of the story, its themes, characters, and
common interpretations, effectively serving as a guide to understanding
"Departure by Sherwood Anderson." We will unpack the symbolism, analyze the
motivations of the characters, and discuss the story's enduring impact,
offering insights that can help unlock its rich literary tapestry.
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Understanding Sherwood Anderson and "Winesburg,
Ohio"

Sherwood Anderson, a prominent figure in early 20th-century American
literature, is best known for his collection of interconnected short stories,
"Winesburg, Ohio." Published in 1919, this seminal work offered a stark and
often unflinching portrayal of life in a small Midwestern town, capturing the
disillusionment and unfulfilled dreams of its inhabitants. Anderson's prose
is characterized by its lyrical quality, its focus on the inner lives of
ordinary people, and its exploration of the psychological complexities that
drive human behavior. "Departure," as a story within this collection,
perfectly encapsulates Anderson's signature style and thematic concerns. It'’s
crucial to understand the broader context of "Winesburg, Ohio" to fully
appreciate the nuances of individual stories like "Departure," as they
collectively paint a portrait of a specific time and place, and the universal
human condition.

Anderson’s literary project in "Winesburg, Ohio" was to present a series of
character studies, each revealing a profound moment of realization, a deep-
seated loneliness, or a fleeting moment of connection. The town itself
becomes a character, a backdrop against which these individual dramas unfold.
The stories often explore the isolation and alienation experienced by
individuals who feel trapped by their circumstances, their pasts, and their
inability to communicate their innermost feelings. This sense of yearning for
something more, for escape or understanding, is a recurring motif that
resonates strongly throughout the collection, and is particularly palpable in
"Departure.”



The Narrative of "Departure"

The narrative of "Departure" centers on a young man, Herman Wilcoxin, who is
leaving his hometown of Winesburg. The story is not about a dramatic event or
a grand revelation, but rather a quiet, introspective moment of transition.
Herman is on a train, physically moving away from his past, but the emotional
and psychological journey is far more significant. He is accompanied by his
mother and a young woman named Julia, adding layers of complexity to his
departure. The story unfolds through Herman’s observations and thoughts,
offering a glimpse into his internal state as he embarks on this new chapter
of his life. The act of leaving, so simple on the surface, becomes a profound
exploration of burgeoning adulthood and the severance of familial and
romantic ties.

Anderson masterfully employs a stream-of-consciousness style, allowing the
reader direct access to Herman'’s evolving perceptions and feelings. We see
the familiar landscape of Winesburg receding, but more importantly, we
witness Herman’s internal landscape shifting. The physical journey mirrors a
psychological one, as he grapples with the emotions associated with leaving
home, the expectations placed upon him, and the uncertain future that lies
ahead. The subdued tone of the narrative contributes to the story's
poignancy, highlighting the quiet dramas that often play out within
individuals, even during seemingly ordinary events like a train journey.

Key Characters in "Departure"

The power of "Departure" lies in its characterizations, particularly the
subtle yet impactful portrayal of Herman, Julia, and his mother. Their
interactions, or lack thereof, reveal much about their individual desires and
the dynamics of their relationships. Understanding each character's role and
motivations is essential to unlocking the deeper meanings within the story.

Herman Wilcoxin

Herman Wilcoxin is the protagonist of "Departure," a young man on the cusp of
adulthood. He is portrayed as somewhat passive, often observing the world and
the people around him rather than actively shaping his experiences. His
departure signifies a transition from the familiar confines of his childhood
to the unknown possibilities of the future. Herman’'s internal thoughts reveal
a complex mix of anticipation, anxiety, and a subtle sense of obligation
towards the people he is leaving behind. He represents the universal
experience of leaving home, a moment fraught with both excitement and
trepidation. The story captures his internal wrestling with the idea of
freedom and the responsibilities that come with it, making him a relatable
figure for many readers.



Julia

Julia is a young woman who is also a passenger on the train, and her presence
adds a layer of romantic or potential romantic tension to Herman’s departure.
Her interactions with Herman are minimal, yet they carry a significant
weight. She represents a connection to his past, a symbol of perhaps
unfulfilled romantic potential or a wistful memory of a different path he
might have taken. Her quiet demeanor and her own uncertain future mirror
aspects of Herman’s own situation. The ambiguity surrounding her relationship
with Herman—whether they were lovers, friends, or simply acquaintances—is a
deliberate choice by Anderson to highlight the unspoken emotions and
possibilities that often accompany life’s transitions.

The Mother

Herman’s mother is a figure of quiet strength and perhaps unspoken sorrow in
"Departure." Her physical presence on the train, accompanying her son as he
leaves, speaks volumes about the maternal bond and the pain of separation.
She embodies the sacrifices and enduring love of a parent. Her reactions,
though subtle, reveal the emotional toll of watching her child embark on a
new journey, potentially far from her. Her silence and her watchful gaze
contribute to the story’s pervasive sense of melancholy and the deep, often
unspoken, emotional connections that bind families together. The mother’s
role is crucial in underscoring the idea that departure is not just an act of
leaving for the individual, but also an experience of loss for those left
behind.

Exploring the Central Themes of "Departure"

Sherwood Anderson’s "Departure" is rich with thematic depth, exploring
universal human experiences that resonate across generations. The story’s
quiet power lies in its ability to capture the subtle nuances of emotion and
the often-unseen struggles of individuals navigating life’s significant
transitions. The themes woven into the narrative offer a profound commentary
on the human condition, touching upon the illusion of escape, the burden of
unfulfilled desires, and the complex dynamics of familial relationships.

The Illusion of Escape

One of the most prominent themes in "Departure" is the illusion of escape.
Herman is physically leaving Winesburg, embarking on a train journey to a new
destination. However, the story subtly suggests that true escape is not
merely a change of scenery or a geographical move. The characters, and



particularly Herman, carry their internal burdens—their pasts, their
anxieties, their unfulfilled longings—with them. The train, a symbol of
progress and onward movement, becomes a vehicle for carrying these internal
states. Anderson suggests that one cannot simply escape oneself or the
complexities of one’s life by leaving a place. The true challenge lies in
confronting and processing these inner realities, a task that often extends
far beyond the act of physical departure.

Unfulfilled Desires and Longing

The characters in "Departure," like many in "Winesburg, Ohio," are defined by
their unfulfilled desires and a pervasive sense of longing. Herman yearns for
something more than what Winesburg can offer, a sense of purpose or a future
that feels liberating. Julia, though less developed, also seems to carry her
own unspoken wishes. The mother’s quiet demeanor might also hint at desires
she has put aside for her children. Anderson captures the melancholy of
individuals who dream of a different life but find themselves constrained by
circumstance, societal expectations, or their own internal limitations. This
theme of longing creates a poignant atmosphere, underscoring the universal
human desire for fulfillment and connection.

Generational Disconnect

The story also touches upon the subtle generational disconnect that can exist
between parents and their children. Herman is moving into adulthood and
forging his own path, while his mother remains rooted in the familiar world
of Winesburg. Their shared train journey is a moment of transition not just
for Herman, but also for their relationship. While there is love and a sense
of responsibility, there is also an inherent separateness, a difference in
perspective and experience that comes with age and differing life stages. The
mother’s quiet presence and Herman’s internal musings highlight the
challenges in fully bridging these generational divides, even within the
closest of family bonds. This disconnect is a subtle but powerful element of
the story’s emotional landscape.

The Nature of Freedom

The concept of freedom is explored through Herman’s departure. He is seeking
a form of freedom, presumably from the perceived limitations of his small-
town life. However, the story prompts readers to question what constitutes
true freedom. Is it the absence of external constraints, or is it an internal
state of being? Herman’s journey suggests that freedom is not merely about
leaving, but about how one navigates the new opportunities and challenges
that arise. The anxieties and thoughts that accompany him on the train



indicate that freedom is often accompanied by a sense of responsibility and
the potential for new forms of confinement. Anderson subtly probes the idea
that true liberation may be more about self-discovery and self-acceptance
than about physical movement.

The Power of the Unspoken

A hallmark of Sherwood Anderson's writing is his exploration of the power of
the unspoken. In "Departure," much of the emotional weight is carried by what
is not said. The glances between characters, the silences on the train, and
Herman’s internal monologues all contribute to a narrative rich with subtext.
The unspoken feelings, desires, and anxieties create a palpable atmosphere of
emotional resonance. This reflects Anderson's belief that human relationships
are often more profoundly shaped by what is left unexpressed than by overt
declarations. The ambiguity surrounding Julia’s role and the mother’s true
feelings are prime examples of this thematic element, inviting the reader to
interpret and engage with the emotional undercurrents of the story.

Symbolism within "Departure"

Sherwood Anderson was a master of employing symbolism to convey deeper
meanings within his narratives. "Departure" is no exception, with several key
elements serving as potent symbols that enrich the story’s thematic
exploration. Understanding these symbols provides a crucial layer of insight
into the characters' experiences and the overall message of the piece.

The Train

The train is arguably the most dominant symbol in "Departure." It represents
not just physical movement and a change of location, but also a transition, a
journey from one phase of life to another. For Herman, the train is a vehicle
of escape from Winesburg, a tangible symbol of his attempt to leave behind
the familiar and embrace the unknown. However, the train also signifies the
relentless march of time and the inevitability of change. It carries the
passengers, and their burdens, forward, suggesting that while the scenery may
change, the internal landscapes often remain the same, at least initially.
The rhythmic movement of the train can also symbolize the cyclical nature of
life and the journey that all individuals must undertake.

The Landscape

The landscape that Herman witnesses from the train window serves as a



symbolic representation of his past and his present as he moves into the
future. As Winesburg recedes, the familiar countryside transforms into
something new and unknown. This shifting landscape mirrors Herman’'s own
psychological transformation. The fields, the trees, and the towns they pass
are not just geographical features; they are markers of his journey, both
external and internal. The act of looking out the window signifies his
contemplation of his past and his anticipation of what lies ahead. The
changing scenery can also symbolize the shedding of old skins and the
emergence of new perspectives, as Herman’s experiences broaden beyond the
confines of his hometown.

The Act of Departure Itself

The act of departure in the story is a profound symbol of transition, growth,
and the inherent bittersweetness of life. It’s not just about leaving a
place, but about severing ties, both physical and emotional, with one’s past.
For Herman, it signifies a move towards independence and the assumption of
adult responsibilities. Yet, the story imbues this act with a sense of
melancholy, highlighting the emotional cost of leaving loved ones behind and
the uncertainty that accompanies venturing into the unknown. The departure is
a symbolic shedding of innocence and a step into the complex realities of the
wider world, a universal rite of passage that Anderson captures with poignant
accuracy.

Analyzing the Structure and Style of
"Departure”

Sherwood Anderson’s distinctive literary style and narrative structure are
integral to the impact of "Departure." His approach to storytelling is
unconventional, often favoring introspection and subtle emotional cues over
explicit plot development. This allows for a deeper exploration of the
characters' inner lives and the underlying themes of the story.

The narrative is largely driven by Herman’s internal monologue. Anderson
utilizes a stream-of-consciousness technique, presenting Herman’s thoughts
and perceptions as they flow, often without strict chronological order or
logical transitions. This creates an intimate connection between the reader
and the protagonist, allowing us to experience his anxieties, his memories,
and his nascent observations of the world around him. This style is
characteristic of Modernist literature, which sought to capture the
fragmented and subjective nature of human consciousness. The use of simple,
evocative language, devoid of excessive ornamentation, further enhances the
story’s emotional resonance.

Furthermore, the structure of "Departure" is episodic, mirroring the train



journey itself. Each observation or memory Herman has can be seen as a small
scene or vignette. The story does not build towards a dramatic climax in the
traditional sense. Instead, its power lies in the cumulative effect of these
introspective moments, the quiet unfolding of Herman’s emotional state. This
deliberate lack of overt action emphasizes Anderson’s focus on the internal
world of his characters, suggesting that the most significant events often
occur within the human mind and heart, even during seemingly ordinary
journeys.

Common Interpretations and Critical
Perspectives

Over the years, "Departure" by Sherwood Anderson has been subjected to
numerous interpretations by literary critics and scholars. While a single
definitive "answer key" remains elusive—as is the nature of subjective
literary analysis—common threads of understanding have emerged, shedding
light on the story’s enduring power. These interpretations often revolve
around the characters' psychological states, the symbolic weight of the
narrative, and Anderson’s critique of small-town life.

A prevalent interpretation focuses on Herman’s transition into manhood and
the accompanying anxieties. Critics often view his departure as a metaphor
for the universal struggle of leaving behind the innocence of youth for the
complexities of adulthood. The presence of Julia, though enigmatic, is
frequently seen as representing a potential romantic connection that Herman
is either embracing or leaving behind, contributing to the bittersweet nature
of his journey. The mother’s role is often analyzed as embodying the
sacrifices and the inevitable sorrow of parenthood as children grow and move
away, highlighting the enduring emotional bonds that can also create a sense
of loss.

The theme of the illusion of escape is another significant area of critical
discussion. Many scholars argue that Anderson uses Herman'’s train journey to
illustrate that true freedom and fulfillment are not found solely through
physical relocation. Instead, the internal baggage—the unfulfilled desires,
the anxieties, and the ingrained habits of thought—travels with the
individual, regardless of the destination. This perspective aligns with
Anderson's broader critique of provincialism and the limitations it can
impose on individual growth and self-discovery.

Some critical perspectives also delve into the symbolic meaning of the train
itself, seeing it as a representation of destiny, progress, or even an
indifferent force of nature that carries individuals along without regard for
their personal desires. The landscape, too, is often analyzed as a reflection
of Herman’s evolving state of mind, transitioning from the familiar to the
unknown, symbolizing his internal journey as much as his physical one.



Ultimately, the beauty of "Departure" and indeed much of Sherwood Anderson’s
work lies in its ambiguity. Critics often emphasize that Anderson
intentionally leaves much unsaid, inviting the reader to actively participate
in constructing meaning. This encourages multiple readings and diverse
interpretations, making the story a fertile ground for ongoing literary
analysis and discussion, rather than a text with a single, easily digestible
“answer."

Answering the "Why" Behind the Departure

The question of "why" Herman Wilcoxin departs from Winesburg is central to
understanding the story, yet Anderson provides a nuanced rather than explicit
answer. The departure isn't prompted by a single, dramatic event but rather
by a confluence of factors deeply rooted in the human experience of growing
up and seeking a larger life. Herman's departure is driven by an internal
yearning for something more, a sense that Winesburg, while familiar and
perhaps comfortable, cannot fulfill his burgeoning aspirations or provide the
scope for the adult he is becoming.

It's a departure born out of a desire for self-discovery and the exploration
of unknown possibilities. The small-town environment, while offering a sense
of community, can also feel constricting, limiting one’s horizons and
potential. Herman, like many young people, is at a stage where the allure of
the outside world, the promise of new experiences, and the opportunity to
forge his own identity are powerful motivators. The story hints at his subtle
discontent with the predictable rhythms of Winesburg and a nascent ambition
for a future that is yet to be defined.

Furthermore, the presence of Julia and his mother on the train suggests that
his departure is also influenced by his relationships. It's not a simple act
of rebellion or a complete rejection of his past. Instead, it’s a complex
navigation of familial ties and potential romantic connections as he moves
forward. The act of leaving, while a step towards independence, is also
accompanied by the emotional weight of parting, indicating a mature
understanding of the consequences of his choices. Therefore, the "why" is not
a singular reason but a multifaceted internal drive towards growth,
exploration, and the inevitable process of individuation that marks the
transition from adolescence to adulthood.

"Departure" by Sherwood Anderson: A Literary
Significance

The literary significance of Sherwood Anderson's "Departure" extends beyond
its immediate narrative impact; it is a testament to Anderson’s pivotal role



in shaping American Modernist literature. The story, as part of "Winesburg,
Ohio," embodies many of the characteristics that defined this literary
movement: a focus on psychological realism, fragmented narratives, and a deep
exploration of the alienation and disillusionment experienced by individuals
in a rapidly changing society. Anderson’s unflinching portrayal of the inner
lives of ordinary people, their quiet desperations, and their unfulfilled
dreams resonated deeply with readers and critics, offering a stark contrast
to the more romanticized depictions of American life prevalent in earlier
literary periods.

The story's emphasis on introspection and the power of unspoken emotions was
groundbreaking. Anderson’s ability to convey profound emotional depth through
subtle details and internal monologues influenced subsequent generations of
writers. His lyrical prose style, often described as poetic and evocative,
captured the unique voice of the American Midwest while simultaneously
exploring universal human themes of longing, connection, and the search for
meaning. "Departure" is a prime example of how Anderson used the seemingly
mundane experiences of small-town life to illuminate the complex inner
workings of the human psyche.

Moreover, "Departure" contributes to the overarching mosaic of "Winesburg,
Ohio," a collection that is widely regarded as a masterpiece of American
short fiction. The interconnectedness of the stories, the recurring themes,
and the shared landscape create a rich tapestry of American life in the early
20th century. "Departure" specifically captures the essence of transition and
the often-melancholy beauty of change, solidifying its place as a significant
and enduring work within Anderson’s celebrated oeuvre and the broader
landscape of American literature.

Conclusion: Unlocking the Meaning of
"Departure”

In conclusion, while a singular "departure by sherwood anderson answer key"
in the traditional sense doesn't exist for this nuanced short story, this
comprehensive exploration has aimed to provide a thorough understanding of
its complexities. We have delved into Sherwood Anderson's literary context,
dissecting the narrative of "Departure," analyzing its key characters—Herman,
Julia, and the mother—and unpacking the profound themes of illusory escape,
unfulfilled desires, generational disconnect, the nature of freedom, and the
power of the unspoken. The symbolism of the train, the landscape, and the act
of departure itself has been examined, offering deeper insights into the
story’s emotional resonance.

By understanding Anderson's distinctive style and the prevalent critical
interpretations, readers can gain a richer appreciation for the story's
enduring significance. The "why" behind Herman's departure is not a simple
answer but a complex interplay of internal drives for growth and self-



discovery, set against the backdrop of familial bonds and the universal
experience of transitioning into adulthood. "Departure" remains a poignant
and insightful piece that continues to invite contemplation and discussion,
embodying the profound psychological realism that defines Sherwood Anderson’s
celebrated contributions to American literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme explored in Sherwood
Anderson's 'Departure'?

The central theme of 'Departure' is the complex and often painful transition
from childhood innocence to the realities of adulthood, particularly the loss
of illusion and the confrontation with adult responsibilities and desires.

What significant symbol does Sherwood Anderson use
in 'Departure' to represent the character's internal
state?

Anderson frequently uses the train as a significant symbol in 'Departure.’ It
represents both physical movement and the character's internal journey
towards a new, uncertain phase of life, carrying him away from the familiar
and into the unknown.

How does the setting of 'Departure' contribute to
its meaning?

The setting, typically a small, provincial town, serves to highlight the
perceived limitations and stifling nature of the protagonist's current life,
making the act of departure a necessary, albeit frightening, escape.

What is the nature of the protagonist's feelings
during the departure?

The protagonist experiences a mixture of apprehension, excitement, and a
profound sense of loss. They are leaving behind a world of familiar comfort,
even if it was restrictive, for an uncertain future.

What does the encounter with the woman on the train
signify in 'Departure'?

The encounter with the woman on the train can symbolize the burgeoning sexual
awakening and the inevitable entanglement with adult relationships and
complexities that the protagonist is moving towards.



How does Anderson's writing style in 'Departure'’
enhance the story's emotional impact?

Anderson's impressionistic and introspective style, characterized by stream-
of-consciousness and a focus on inner emotional states, effectively conveys
the protagonist's confusion, longing, and the raw, unvarnished experience of
transition.

What is the ultimate message or takeaway from
Sherwood Anderson's 'Departure'?

The ultimate message of 'Departure' is that leaving behind the familiar, even
when fraught with anxiety and the loss of innocence, is an essential and
often unavoidable part of personal growth and the human experience.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the concept of departure as explored in
Sherwood Anderson's work, particularly "Departure":

1. The Road Less Traveled: A Memoir of Leaving Home

This memoir recounts the author's decision to leave a stifling small town for
the vast unknown. It delves into the emotional turmoil of abandoning familiar
roots and the exhilarating, yet daunting, prospect of forging a new identity.
The narrative explores the internal conflicts and external challenges faced
when one chooses an unconventional path away from societal expectations. It's
a journey of self-discovery through courageous departure.

2. Winesburg, Ohio: A Portrait of American Life

While not directly about a single departure, Sherwood Anderson's seminal work
offers a profound exploration of the lives of ordinary people in a small
Midwestern town. Many characters in "Winesburg, Ohio" harbor dreams and
desires for escape, signifying internal departures from their current
realities. The book captures the essence of lives marked by unspoken longings
and the quiet, often unfulfilled, urge to leave. It provides the rich context
for understanding the weight of such a decision.

3. Leaving Home: Stories of Displacement and Return

This collection of short stories examines the multifaceted experience of
leaving one's home, whether by choice or by necessity. The stories touch upon
the themes of cultural displacement, the ache of nostalgia, and the often-
complex process of re-engagement with one's origins. Each narrative offers a
distinct perspective on what it means to depart and the lasting impact it has
on an individual's sense of belonging. It's a poignant look at the universal
human experience of transition.

4. The Art of Letting Go: Moving On from the Past
This insightful guide explores the psychological and emotional aspects of



releasing past burdens and embracing new beginnings. It offers practical
strategies and philosophical reflections on how to navigate the often-
difficult process of saying goodbye. The book emphasizes the freedom that
comes with detachment and the personal growth that can arise from intentional
departure from limiting beliefs or situations. It's a therapeutic exploration
of liberation through letting go.

5. The Great Gatsby: A Symbol of Lost Illusions

F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel, while primarily focused on unrequited
love and the American Dream, subtly embodies the idea of departure from
innocence and aspiration. Gatsby's entire life is a constructed departure
from his humble origins, fueled by a desire to recapture a lost past. The
story masterfully depicts the disillusionment that often accompanies such
departures and the ultimate emptiness of chasing unattainable dreams. It's a
profound commentary on ambition and its inevitable consequences.

6. Journeys of the Soul: Finding Purpose in Change

This philosophical exploration delves into the spiritual and personal
transformations that occur during significant life transitions. It highlights
how moments of departure, whether from relationships, careers, or familiar
environments, can be catalysts for profound self-discovery. The book suggests
that embracing change and embarking on new paths are essential for spiritual
growth and the realization of one's true potential. It's an uplifting
perspective on navigating life's inevitable shifts.

7. The Catcher in the Rye: A Teenage Rebellion Against Phoniness

J.D. Salinger's iconic novel follows Holden Caulfield's journey through New
York City as he grapples with alienation and the perceived "phoniness" of the
adult world. Holden's constant desire to escape and his internal monologue
represent a form of emotional and social departure from convention. The book
captures the raw angst of adolescence and the yearning for authenticity that
often fuels a desire to leave established norms behind. It's a powerful
portrayal of youthful disillusionment.

8. On the Road: A Beat Generation Classic

Jack Kerouac's seminal work chronicles the cross-country adventures of Sal
Paradise and his charismatic friend Dean Moriarty. The novel is a vibrant
testament to the spirit of departure, celebrating freedom, spontaneity, and
the pursuit of experience. It embodies a rejection of societal constraints
and a fervent embrace of life lived outside conventional boundaries. The
book’s energy and bohemian ethos perfectly capture the exhilaration of
leaving everything behind.

9. The 0dyssey: An Epic Journey Home

Homer's ancient epic poem tells the story of 0Odysseus's ten-year journey home
after the Trojan War. While the ultimate goal is return, the narrative is
defined by a series of departures, adventures, and significant trials faced
far from home. 0Odysseus's odyssey is a profound exploration of resilience,
ingenuity, and the enduring human spirit in the face of prolonged absence and
the challenges of navigating unknown territories. It's a foundational story
of epic departure and homecoming.
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