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Understanding DIBELS MAZE Scoring: A
Comprehensive Guide

Accurately interpreting DIBELS MAZE scores is crucial for educators seeking to understand and
improve reading comprehension skills in their students. The DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic
Early Literacy Skills) suite of assessments provides valuable insights into foundational literacy, and
the MAZE component specifically targets a student's ability to comprehend text. This comprehensive
guide delves into the intricacies of DIBELS MAZE scoring, offering a detailed breakdown of how to
administer the assessment, calculate scores, and interpret the results to inform instructional
decisions. We will explore the purpose of MAZE, the scoring procedures, the significance of different
score components, and how these scores can be used to identify students needing targeted support
in reading comprehension. Understanding the DIBELS MAZE scoring guide is not just about
numbers; it's about unlocking a student's potential to engage with and understand written material
effectively.
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The Purpose and Mechanics of DIBELS MAZE

The DIBELS MAZE assessment is a critical component of the DIBELS Next system, designed to
measure reading comprehension in students. Unlike other DIBELS measures that focus on phonics
and fluency, MAZE directly assesses a student's ability to understand the meaning of a passage. This
is achieved by presenting students with a cloze passage, where every seventh word has been deleted
and replaced with three answer choices. The student's task is to select the most appropriate word to
fill each blank, demonstrating their understanding of context, vocabulary, and sentence structure.



This method provides a snapshot of a student's comprehension abilities at a specific point in time.

What DIBELS MAZE Measures

DIBELS MAZE specifically targets a student's ability to apply their knowledge of word recognition,
vocabulary, and grammatical conventions to comprehend written text. It evaluates how well a
student can infer meaning, make predictions, and understand relationships between words and ideas
within a passage. The assessment is sensitive to changes in comprehension and can therefore be
used to monitor progress over time. The difficulty of the passages is designed to increase with grade
level, ensuring that the assessment remains challenging and informative across different
developmental stages of reading proficiency. The cloze format is a well-established method in
reading research for assessing comprehension.

How the MAZE Procedure Works

The administration of DIBELS MAZE is standardized to ensure reliable and valid scoring. Students
are provided with a printed passage where every seventh word is omitted and replaced with three
plausible but only one correct word choice. They are given a set amount of time, typically three
minutes, to complete as many deletions as possible. The instructions are clear: students are to read
the passage and circle the word that best fits each blank. This timed nature of the assessment also
adds an element of fluency to the comprehension measure, as students who can process information
more quickly often demonstrate better comprehension.

Administering the DIBELS MAZE Assessment Correctly

Accurate administration of the DIBELS MAZE assessment is the bedrock of reliable scoring.
Deviations from the standardized procedure can lead to inaccurate data, which in turn can result in
misinformed instructional decisions. Educators must be thoroughly familiar with the administration
protocols to ensure the integrity of the assessment process. This includes understanding the timing,
the student instructions, and the materials needed.

Standardized Administration Protocols

The DIBELS MAZE assessment adheres to strict, standardized administration protocols. This
ensures that the results are comparable across different students, classrooms, and even schools. Key
elements of standardized administration include:

Timing: The assessment is timed, typically for three minutes. The administrator must use a
reliable timer and clearly signal the start and end of the testing period.



Student Instructions: The instructions given to the student must be delivered verbatim from
the manual. This includes explaining the task of reading the passage and choosing the best
word for each blank.

Materials: Students require the MAZE passage itself and a pencil. Administrators need the
scoring booklet and a timer.

Environment: The testing environment should be quiet and free from distractions to allow
students to focus solely on the task.

Providing Clear Student Instructions

Clarity in student instructions is paramount. Misunderstanding the task can significantly impact a
student's performance. Administrators should ensure students understand that they need to read the
passage and select the single best word from the three options provided for each missing word. It is
also important to convey that they should attempt to complete as many blanks as possible within the
allotted time.

Managing the Three-Minute Timer

The three-minute timer is a critical element of the DIBELS MAZE assessment. Administrators must
be adept at managing this time effectively. This involves starting the timer precisely when instructed
and clearly signaling the start and end of the testing period. Providing a warning a minute before
the end can also be beneficial, allowing students to focus their efforts on completing the remaining
blanks.

Calculating DIBELS MAZE Scores: The Nitty-Gritty

Once the DIBELS MAZE assessment is administered, the next crucial step is accurately calculating
the student's score. This involves a systematic process of counting correct and incorrect responses.
The scoring guide provides clear parameters for determining what constitutes a correct or incorrect
choice, and how to account for skipped items or omitted words.

The Scoring Formula

The basic DIBELS MAZE scoring formula is straightforward but requires careful application. It is
generally calculated as follows:

Score = (Number of Correct Responses) – (Number of Incorrect Responses / 2)

This formula penalizes incorrect answers to discourage guessing, thereby providing a more accurate



reflection of a student's actual comprehension. The division by two is a standard practice in cloze
assessments to moderate the impact of guessing.

Identifying Correct Responses

A correct response is defined as circling the word that matches the intended word in the original
passage. The DIBELS MAZE scoring guide clearly outlines the correct word for each blank in every
MAZE passage at each grade level. Administrators or scorers must refer to this guide to
meticulously check each student's response.

Handling Incorrect Responses and Penalties

Incorrect responses are any words circled by the student that do not match the intended word in the
passage. The penalty of dividing incorrect responses by two is applied to mitigate the effect of
random guessing. For instance, if a student answers 20 blanks correctly and 5 blanks incorrectly,
their score would be 20 - (5/2) = 20 - 2.5 = 17.5. This means a student needs to be more confident in
their choices to avoid a score reduction.

Accounting for Omitted Words

Omitted words, meaning blanks that the student did not attempt to fill, do not count as either
correct or incorrect responses. They do not factor into the scoring formula. This encourages
students to attempt every blank, as there is no penalty for trying. The focus is on the quality of the
responses provided.

Interpreting DIBELS MAZE Scores for Meaningful
Insight

Once DIBELS MAZE scores are calculated, the next vital step is interpretation. This involves
understanding what these scores signify about a student's reading comprehension abilities and how
they compare to established benchmarks. Interpreting scores effectively allows educators to identify
students who are on track, those who need additional support, and those who may be exceeding
expectations.

Understanding Benchmarks and Performance Levels

DIBELS Next provides benchmark goals for each grade level at specific points in the school year
(e.g., Fall, Winter, Spring). These benchmarks represent the performance level expected for
students to be on track for reading success. Scores are often categorized into performance levels:



Above Benchmark: Students scoring in this range are typically demonstrating strong reading
comprehension skills for their grade level.

At Benchmark: Students in this range are meeting grade-level expectations for reading
comprehension.

Below Benchmark: Students scoring in this range may need additional instructional support
to improve their reading comprehension.

These benchmarks are crucial for identifying students who require intervention. It’s important to
remember that benchmarks are guidelines, and a single score should not be the sole determinant of
a student’s abilities.

Identifying Strengths and Areas for Growth

While the overall MAZE score provides a general measure of comprehension, a deeper analysis can
reveal specific strengths and weaknesses. For example, if a student consistently struggles with
vocabulary in the cloze choices, it might indicate a need for targeted vocabulary instruction.
Conversely, if they are accurate with context but struggle with specific grammatical constructions,
that points to a different area for intervention. Examining patterns in the types of words missed can
be more informative than just the raw score.

Comparing Scores Over Time

The true power of DIBELS MAZE lies in its ability to track student progress. By administering the
assessment at regular intervals (e.g., three times a year), educators can monitor how a student's
comprehension skills are developing. Comparing a student's MAZE scores from one assessment
period to the next helps to gauge the effectiveness of instruction and identify trends. Growth is a
critical indicator of learning, and consistent growth towards benchmark goals is a positive sign.

Using DIBELS MAZE Scores for Instructional Planning

The data generated by DIBELS MAZE scoring is not merely for reporting; it is a powerful tool for
informing and tailoring instructional practices. By understanding a student's performance on the
MAZE assessment, educators can make informed decisions about curriculum, intervention
strategies, and differentiated instruction to best meet the needs of all learners.

Differentiating Instruction Based on MAZE Performance

Students performing below benchmark often require more intensive and targeted instruction. This
might involve small-group interventions focusing on specific comprehension strategies, such as



inferencing, identifying main ideas, or understanding text structure. Students performing at or
above benchmark may benefit from enrichment activities that deepen their comprehension, such as
analyzing more complex texts or engaging in higher-level thinking tasks related to the passages.

Selecting Appropriate Intervention Strategies

If a student consistently misses certain types of words, it can guide the selection of specific
intervention strategies. For instance, if vocabulary is a consistent issue, vocabulary-building
activities, word study, and pre-teaching new words before reading might be beneficial. If students
struggle with inferential questions, explicit instruction in making inferences and practicing with
various text types would be recommended. The MAZE score helps to pinpoint where to direct these
interventions.

Monitoring the Effectiveness of Interventions

Regular administration of DIBELS MAZE allows educators to monitor whether the implemented
interventions are having the desired effect. A significant improvement in MAZE scores following
targeted instruction indicates that the intervention is working. Conversely, if scores remain stagnant
or decline, it may signal the need to adjust the intervention strategies or seek more intensive
support for the student. This continuous monitoring loop is essential for data-driven instruction.

Common Pitfalls in DIBELS MAZE Scoring

Even with clear guidelines, errors can occur in the DIBELS MAZE scoring process. Awareness of
these common pitfalls can help educators ensure the accuracy and reliability of their assessment
data. Avoiding these mistakes is crucial for making sound instructional decisions based on
trustworthy results.

Inconsistent Application of Scoring Rules

One of the most frequent errors is the inconsistent application of scoring rules. This can happen if
the scorer is not thoroughly familiar with the DIBELS MAZE scoring guide or if there is a lack of
clarity on what constitutes a correct versus an incorrect response for specific word types or
contexts. Ensuring all scorers are trained and calibrated on the scoring procedures is vital.

Errors in Calculating the Score

Mathematical errors can also creep into the scoring process, particularly when applying the formula
that penalizes incorrect answers. Simple arithmetic mistakes, such as incorrect division or



subtraction, can lead to inaccurate overall scores. Double-checking calculations or using a scoring
rubric can help mitigate these errors.

Misinterpreting the Passage or Word Choices

Although less common, it's possible for a scorer to misinterpret the intended word in the passage or
the appropriateness of a student's chosen word. The DIBELS MAZE scoring guide is designed to be
unambiguous, but in complex cases, a scorer might need to consult with a colleague or a more
experienced administrator to ensure accurate scoring. The context provided by the surrounding
words in the cloze passage is key to correct interpretation.

Not Adhering to Timing or Administration Procedures

As mentioned earlier, any deviation from standardized administration, such as not adhering to the
three-minute timing or altering student instructions, can invalidate the scores. This is not strictly a
scoring pitfall but an administration one that directly impacts the validity of the score itself. Scores
obtained from improperly administered tests should not be used for decision-making.

Resources for Further DIBELS MAZE Understanding

To ensure accurate and effective use of DIBELS MAZE, educators can access a wealth of resources.
These materials offer further clarification, training opportunities, and support for implementing the
assessment and interpreting its results. Staying current with best practices is key to maximizing the
benefits of DIBELS MAZE.

Official DIBELS Documentation

The most authoritative source for DIBELS MAZE scoring is the official documentation provided by
the developers. This typically includes detailed scoring guides, administration manuals, and
technical reports that explain the psychometric properties of the assessment. Accessing these
materials, often through university websites or educational resource hubs, is the first step to
thorough understanding.

Professional Development and Training

Many educational organizations and consultants offer professional development workshops and
training sessions focused on DIBELS assessments, including MAZE. These sessions provide hands-on
practice in administration and scoring, as well as opportunities to discuss interpretation and data-
driven decision-making with experienced professionals.



Online Communities and Support Forums

Online communities and support forums for educators can be valuable places to ask questions, share
experiences, and find solutions related to DIBELS MAZE scoring and implementation. Engaging with
other educators who use DIBELS can offer practical insights and support.

Conclusion: Mastering DIBELS MAZE Scoring for
Student Success

Mastering DIBELS MAZE scoring is an essential skill for educators dedicated to fostering strong
reading comprehension in their students. By diligently adhering to administration protocols,
accurately calculating scores using the established formula, and thoughtfully interpreting the results
against benchmarks, educators gain invaluable insights into each student's reading abilities. This
data empowers teachers to make informed decisions, differentiate instruction effectively, and select
targeted interventions to support student growth. Recognizing and avoiding common scoring pitfalls
further ensures the reliability of the data, leading to more effective instructional planning.
Ultimately, a deep understanding of the DIBELS MAZE scoring guide is a cornerstone of data-driven
instruction, paving the way for improved reading comprehension and academic achievement for all
students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the DIBELS MAZE
assessment?
The DIBELS MAZE assessment measures reading comprehension by evaluating a student's ability to
select the correct word to complete a sentence in a text passage.

How is a DIBELS MAZE score typically reported?
DIBELS MAZE scores are typically reported as the number of correct responses within a set time
limit, often used to determine fluency and comprehension levels.

What are some common benchmarks or cut-off scores
associated with DIBELS MAZE?
Benchmarks vary by grade level and the specific DIBELS version used. They are designed to identify
students who are on track, at risk, or significantly at risk for reading comprehension difficulties.

Does the scoring guide differentiate between different types of



errors in DIBELS MAZE?
While the primary score is the number of correct responses, some interpretations may consider
error patterns, though the standard scoring focuses on accuracy.

What is the recommended administration time for DIBELS
MAZE?
The standard administration time for DIBELS MAZE is typically three minutes, during which
students read a passage and select correct words.

How can teachers use DIBELS MAZE scores to inform
instruction?
Teachers can use MAZE scores to identify students needing targeted comprehension support, to
track progress over time, and to adjust instructional strategies based on student performance.

Are there different versions of the DIBELS MAZE assessment,
and does the scoring vary?
Yes, there are different versions of DIBELS (e.g., DIBELS Next, DIBELS 6th Edition). While the core
concept is the same, specific passages, scoring rubrics, and benchmark expectations may differ
slightly between versions.

What is considered a 'passing' score on DIBELS MAZE?
There isn't a single 'passing' score. Instead, students are compared against grade-level benchmarks
to determine their risk level. Scores above the benchmark indicate readiness, while scores below
suggest a need for intervention.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to DIBELS MAZE scoring, with descriptions:

1. Interpreting DIBELS Next Data: A Practical Guide for Educators
This book offers a comprehensive approach to understanding the results obtained from DIBELS Next
assessments. It delves into the nuances of interpreting scores across various subtests, including
MAZE, and provides practical strategies for translating this data into actionable classroom
interventions. Educators will find guidance on identifying students' strengths and weaknesses,
informing instructional decisions, and tracking progress effectively.

2. Mastering DIBELS MAZE: Strategies for Assessment and Intervention
Focused specifically on the MAZE component of DIBELS, this guide equips teachers with the
knowledge to administer and score the assessment accurately. It explores common errors in
administration and scoring and provides targeted strategies for supporting students who struggle
with this measure. The book also outlines effective intervention techniques to improve reading
comprehension and fluency, directly addressing MAZE performance.



3. Early Literacy Interventions: Using DIBELS to Drive Instruction
This resource highlights how DIBELS, including its MAZE component, can be a powerful tool for
driving early literacy instruction. It explains how to use DIBELS data to identify students needing
support and outlines evidence-based interventions that can be implemented in the classroom. The
book emphasizes the connection between assessment results and the design of effective reading
programs for young learners.

4. The RTI Handbook: Responsive Teaching for All Learners
While broader than just DIBELS, this handbook integrates the use of progress monitoring tools like
DIBELS into a Response to Intervention (RTI) framework. It details how to use assessment data,
including MAZE scores, to identify students at risk and implement tiered interventions. The book
provides practical steps for establishing and managing an effective RTI system with a strong data-
driven foundation.

5. Diagnosing Reading Difficulties: A Comprehensive Toolkit
This book serves as a comprehensive resource for understanding and diagnosing various reading
difficulties. It includes sections on standardized reading assessments, such as DIBELS, and how to
interpret their results to pinpoint specific areas of weakness. The toolkit offers strategies for
differential diagnosis and planning interventions based on a thorough understanding of a student's
reading profile, which would involve MAZE performance.

6. Data-Driven Instruction: Using Assessments to Improve Student Learning
This title focuses on the philosophy and practice of using assessment data to inform and improve
teaching. It explores how to collect, analyze, and utilize data from various assessments, including
DIBELS MAZE, to tailor instruction to meet individual student needs. The book provides practical
examples of how to translate assessment findings into effective lesson planning and pedagogical
adjustments.

7. Reading Comprehension Strategies for Elementary Students
This practical guide offers a variety of research-based strategies for enhancing reading
comprehension in elementary school students. It often references the importance of accurate
assessment of comprehension, which DIBELS MAZE directly measures. The book provides teachers
with reproducible activities and lesson plans to help students develop essential comprehension skills
and improve their performance on measures like MAZE.

8. Effective Reading Assessment: From Screening to Progress Monitoring
This book provides an in-depth look at the principles and practices of effective reading assessment.
It covers various types of assessments, from initial screening to ongoing progress monitoring, and
discusses how to use tools like DIBELS, including the MAZE component, for these purposes. The
authors offer guidance on selecting appropriate assessments and interpreting the results to inform
instruction and intervention.

9. The DIBELS Next Assessment System: A Teacher's Manual
This manual is likely a direct companion to the DIBELS Next system, providing detailed instructions
for administration and scoring of all subtests, including MAZE. It would offer guidance on
understanding the scoring criteria, common administration pitfalls, and how to interpret the raw
scores and benchmark expectations. This would be an essential reference for anyone needing
precise information on administering and scoring DIBELS MAZE.
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