
doctrines of salvation joseph fielding smith

The doctrines of salvation as taught by Joseph Fielding Smith offer a profound glimpse into the eternal
principles that guide The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. As a devoted apostle and later
President of the Church, Elder Smith meticulously compiled and expounded upon the core tenets of the gospel,
providing Latter-day Saints with a robust understanding of God's plan for humanity. This comprehensive
exploration delves into his teachings on the nature of God, the Savior Jesus Christ, the role of the Holy
Ghost, the eternal nature of the soul, the plan of salvation, and the essential ordinances and covenants
required for exaltation. Understanding the doctrines of salvation as articulated by Joseph Fielding Smith is
crucial for those seeking a deeper comprehension of their divine heritage and eternal destiny.
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Understanding the Doctrines of Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith: A
Foundational Overview

Joseph Fielding Smith, through his extensive writings and teachings, illuminated the fundamental doctrines of
salvation for members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. His prolific output, including
landmark works like "Answers to Gospel Questions" and "Doctrines of Salvation," served as vital resources
for generations of Saints. These teachings provide a bedrock understanding of God's eternal purposes and the
path to eternal life.

Elder Smith's approach was characterized by a deep reverence for scripture and a commitment to preserving the
clarity of revealed truth. He emphasized the importance of understanding the restored gospel in its fullness,
connecting the principles of salvation to the overall divine plan. His teachings are not merely academic; they
are deeply personal and intended to guide individuals in their spiritual journey toward becoming like God.



The Godhead: The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost in the
Doctrines of Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith

The Eternal Nature of God the Father

Joseph Fielding Smith taught that God the Father is a literal, embodied being, the literal Father of our spirits. He
stressed that God is eternal, unchanging, and the ultimate source of all truth and power. This understanding
of the Father's nature is foundational to grasping our own divine potential and our relationship with Him.

Elder Smith explained that we are literally His children, having lived with Him in a pre-mortal existence. This
relationship forms the basis of our eternal inheritance and the ultimate goal of salvation: to return to His
presence and inherit all that He has. The doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith emphasizes this paternal
relationship as the core of God's love and plan.

The Divinity and Role of Jesus Christ

Central to the doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith taught is the unique and indispensable role of Jesus
Christ. He is the Firstborn of the Father in the spirit and the Only Begotten in the flesh. Christ's divinity is not
merely a matter of importance but is the very foundation of our ability to overcome sin and death.

Elder Smith elaborated on Christ's mission as the Savior and Redeemer of mankind. Through His perfect life,
atoning sacrifice, and glorious resurrection, Jesus Christ made it possible for all humanity to be saved. His
atonement is the linchpin of the plan of salvation, offering a way for us to overcome our fallen nature and be
reconciled with God.

The Comforter, the Holy Ghost

The Holy Ghost, according to Joseph Fielding Smith, is a divine personage, a member of the Godhead, whose role is
to guide, comfort, and testify of truth. He is essential in the process of salvation, illuminating the minds and
hearts of individuals, leading them to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

Elder Smith highlighted the importance of receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost through the ordinance of
confirmation. This gift provides constant companionship and divine direction, enabling believers to discern truth
from error and to live according to the principles of the gospel. The Holy Ghost is the agent through which
God's will is made known to us in our mortal journey, a key element in the doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding
Smith expounded upon.

The Plan of Salvation: An Eternal Perspective in the Doctrines of
Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith

Our Premortal Existence and Divine Potential

Joseph Fielding Smith consistently taught about the reality of our premortal existence, where we lived as
spirits with God before coming to earth. This understanding is crucial for grasping the overarching purpose of
mortality and the reason for the plan of salvation.

In this premortal realm, we were taught and learned, and a great council was held where the plan to bring us



to earth was presented. Elder Smith emphasized that our spirits are eternal, existing before our birth and
continuing after our death. This eternal nature underscores the profound significance of the earthly journey as
a necessary step in our progression.

Mortality: A Time of Probation and Growth

Elder Smith viewed mortality as a sacred period of testing, learning, and growth. It is the time when we receive
bodies of flesh and bone, gain experience, and demonstrate our willingness to follow God's commandments.

This mortal experience provides the opportunity to overcome temptation, exercise faith, and develop Christlike
attributes. Joseph Fielding Smith taught that the challenges and experiences of this life are designed to refine us
and prepare us for eternal life. The doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith highlights this probationary
period as essential for our eternal progress.

The Postmortal Spirit World

Following physical death, spirits enter the spirit world, a place of continued learning and preparation. Joseph
Fielding Smith explained that the spirit world is a continuation of the work begun in mortality, where the
gospel is preached to those who did not have the opportunity to hear it in this life.

This realm is divided into paradise for the righteous and a more challenging place for those who rejected the
gospel. Elder Smith emphasized that opportunities for repentance and advancement continue in the spirit world,
reflecting God's boundless mercy and justice.

The Role of Jesus Christ as Redeemer in the Doctrines of Salvation
Joseph Fielding Smith

The Incarnation and the Life of Christ

Joseph Fielding Smith meticulously detailed the significance of Jesus Christ's mortal ministry. His immaculate
conception and birth were divine acts, setting Him apart as the literal Son of God and the perfect embodiment of
divine love and truth.

Elder Smith expounded on Christ's perfect example, His teachings of love and forgiveness, and His unwavering
obedience to the Father's will. Every aspect of Christ's mortal life, from His miracles to His interactions with
people, served to reveal the Father and to teach us how to live.

The Atonement: The Heart of Salvation

The atonement of Jesus Christ is the central tenet of the doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith
consistently emphasized. It is through His suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane and His crucifixion on the cross
that Christ paid the price for our sins, overcoming death and the grave.

This infinite sacrifice makes it possible for us to be cleansed from sin through repentance and faith in Him. Elder
Smith taught that the atonement is not a passive event but an active principle that requires our participation
through obedience to the gospel.



Resurrection: The Victory Over Death

Joseph Fielding Smith affirmed the literal resurrection of all mankind as a direct result of Christ's victory over
death. Through His resurrection, Jesus Christ broke the bands of death, ensuring that every person who has ever
lived will be resurrected with an immortal, perfected body.

This universal resurrection is a promise of hope and a testament to God's power. Elder Smith clarified that the
resurrection is a prerequisite for judgment and for our eternal progression, allowing us to stand before God in
our perfected state.

Salvation Through Grace and Works in the Doctrines of Salvation
Joseph Fielding Smith

Understanding God's Grace

Joseph Fielding Smith clarified the principle of grace, explaining that it is God's enabling power that assists us in
our efforts to live the gospel. Grace is not a substitute for our own efforts but a divine empowerment that
allows us to achieve what we could not on our own.

Elder Smith emphasized that grace is freely available to all who seek it through faith and obedience. It is a
manifestation of God's love and His desire for our eternal well-being.

The Necessity of Obedience and Works

While acknowledging the paramount importance of Christ's atonement, Joseph Fielding Smith strongly affirmed
the necessity of our own righteous works and obedience to God's commandments. Salvation is not merely a
matter of passive acceptance but active participation in the gospel.

Elder Smith taught that "after all we can do" (2 Nephi 25:23) we are saved by grace. This means that through
faith, repentance, baptism, and enduring to the end in righteous living, we demonstrate our worthiness to receive
the blessings of the atonement and eternal life.

He explained that works are an outward expression of our inner faith and commitment. They are the tangible
evidence of our love for God and our desire to follow His Son.

The Importance of Covenants and Ordinances in the Doctrines of
Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith

Sacred Covenants as Divine Agreements

Joseph Fielding Smith placed immense emphasis on the role of sacred covenants in the doctrines of salvation.
Covenants are solemn promises made between God and His children, establishing a divine relationship and
outlining the conditions for receiving blessings.

Elder Smith taught that by entering into covenants, we bind ourselves to God and His will, and He, in turn,
binds Himself to us, promising eternal blessings in return for our faithfulness.



Essential Ordinances for Salvation

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints administers essential ordinances, which are outward signs of
inner spiritual realities and the means by which covenants are made and blessings are received. Joseph Fielding
Smith expounded on the significance of these sacred acts.

Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins, signifying a spiritual rebirth and a commitment to follow
Christ.

The gift of the Holy Ghost, conferred through the laying on of hands, which provides divine guidance and
comfort.

The sacrament, a weekly ordinance that renews our baptismal covenants and strengthens our connection
to the Savior.

Temple ordinances, including eternal marriage, which are crucial for exaltation and progression in the
eternal realms.

Elder Smith stressed that these ordinances are not mere rituals but are essential for receiving the full blessings
of the gospel and progressing toward eternal life. They are the outward manifestation of our inward
covenant-making process.

Eternal Families and Celestial Marriage in the Doctrines of
Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith

The Divine Institution of Marriage

Joseph Fielding Smith taught that marriage, as ordained by God, is an eternal union. The highest form of
salvation, often referred to as exaltation or eternal life, includes the continuation of family relationships
beyond the veil of death.

Elder Smith emphasized that eternal marriage, performed in the holy temples, is the gateway to this ultimate
blessing, allowing families to be together throughout eternity. This doctrine provides profound hope and
meaning to family relationships.

Celestial Marriage: The Key to Exaltation

The doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith elucidated clearly establish celestial marriage as a
fundamental requirement for achieving the highest degree of eternal life. This sacred ordinance, performed by the
authority of the Melchizedek Priesthood in a temple, binds husband and wife together for eternity.

When both partners remain faithful to their covenants, they are promised that their sealed union will be
recognized and made effective in the eternal worlds, allowing them to continue their progression as families.
This doctrine underscores the eternal nature of divine relationships and the culmination of God's plan.



The Continued Revelation and Prophets in the Doctrines of
Salvation Joseph Fielding Smith

The Living God Continues to Speak

A cornerstone of Joseph Fielding Smith's teachings was the principle of continuing revelation. He taught that
God is not a distant deity but a living, active God who communicates His will to His children through prophets
and the Holy Ghost.

Elder Smith affirmed that the office of prophet is essential for the guidance of the Church and for the
dissemination of God's will in every dispensation. This ongoing communication ensures that the doctrines of
salvation remain clear and accessible to all.

The Role of Modern Prophets

Joseph Fielding Smith, as an apostle and President of the Church, exemplified the role of a modern prophet. He
consistently bore witness to the authority of the current prophetic leadership and the importance of
following their counsel.

He taught that the President of the Church holds the keys of the priesthood and is the revelator for the entire
Church. Listening to and obeying the words of living prophets is a vital aspect of living the doctrines of
salvation and navigating the challenges of the latter days.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Joseph Fielding Smith's Teachings
on the Doctrines of Salvation

The doctrines of salvation as meticulously taught by Joseph Fielding Smith provide a comprehensive and deeply
inspiring framework for understanding our divine purpose and the path to eternal life. His profound insights into
the nature of God, the mission of Jesus Christ, the plan of salvation, and the essential role of covenants and
ordinances have illuminated the way for countless individuals. Elder Smith's unwavering commitment to truth
and his clear articulation of these foundational principles continue to guide and strengthen members of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

By embracing and living according to the doctrines of salvation Joseph Fielding Smith so eloquently presented,
we can draw closer to our Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. His legacy is one of clarity, faithfulness, and a
profound testimony of the eternal truths that lead to exaltation. Understanding these doctrines is not merely
an intellectual pursuit but a spiritual imperative for those who seek to return to the presence of God.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Joseph Fielding Smith's teachings on salvation?

The central theme is the necessity of Jesus Christ's atoning sacrifice and resurrection for the salvation of all
mankind, coupled with personal faith, repentance, baptism, and enduring to the end through obedience to gospel
principles.



How did Joseph Fielding Smith explain the role of grace in salvation?

He emphasized that salvation is ultimately a gift of grace through Jesus Christ, but that grace is made
available to those who exercise faith, repent, and strive to live according to God's commandments. Grace does
not negate the need for personal effort.

What is Joseph Fielding Smith's perspective on baptism for the dead?

He taught that baptism for the dead is an essential ordinance, allowing deceased individuals who did not have
the opportunity to receive the gospel in mortality to accept it and be saved through vicarious work performed
in temples by living members.

How did Joseph Fielding Smith address the concept of predestination?

He rejected the common Christian doctrine of predestination, asserting that all individuals are foreordained to
certain responsibilities or callings, but not to salvation itself. Each person has agency and must choose to
accept God's plan.

What is Joseph Fielding Smith's understanding of the resurrected state and
eternal life?

He taught that resurrection is a universal blessing, but eternal life, or exaltation, is reserved for those who
live faithfully, are resurrected, and have entered into and honored sacred covenants, particularly eternal
marriage.

How did Joseph Fielding Smith explain the 'spirit world' and its role in
salvation?

He taught that the spirit world is a place where spirits go after death, continuing their progress and learning.
Those who died without the gospel have the opportunity to hear and accept it in the spirit world, with
ordinances being performed for them on earth.

What is Joseph Fielding Smith's view on the role of prophets in salvation?

He stressed that prophets are called of God to reveal His will and guide His people towards salvation. Their
teachings, when followed, are essential for understanding and receiving the blessings of the gospel.

How did Joseph Fielding Smith explain the different kingdoms of glory?

He taught that after the resurrection, individuals will be assigned to kingdoms of glory (celestial, terrestrial,
and telestial) based on their choices, obedience, and desires during their mortal lives and after. The celestial
kingdom is where the highest degree of salvation, eternal life, is found.

What did Joseph Fielding Smith teach about the 'fulness of the priesthood'
and its connection to salvation?

He explained that the 'fulness of the priesthood' refers to the power and authority to receive all the blessings
of the gospel, including exaltation, which is obtained through eternal temple ordinances and covenants.

How did Joseph Fielding Smith differentiate between 'salvation for the
individual' and 'salvation for the whole human family'?

He emphasized that while individual salvation requires personal faith and obedience, the plan of salvation



encompasses all of God's children. Through Christ's atonement and vicarious work, all humanity will be
resurrected, and many will ultimately receive salvation in varying degrees.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the doctrines of salvation as taught by Joseph Fielding Smith, with
descriptions:

1. _Doctrines of Salvation, Volume 1_
This foundational volume meticulously lays out key doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints as expounded by Elder Joseph Fielding Smith. It covers essential topics such as the Godhead, the Plan of
Salvation, agency, and the Atonement of Jesus Christ. Smith's clear and authoritative explanations offer
profound insights into the fundamental principles of the gospel. This book serves as an indispensable resource
for understanding the core beliefs of the Church.

2. _Doctrines of Salvation, Volume 2_
Continuing his comprehensive exploration, the second volume delves deeper into doctrines concerning the
afterlife and eternal progression. It addresses topics like the spirit world, the resurrection, the judgment, and
the different kingdoms of glory. Elder Smith's scholarship provides a detailed understanding of God's eternal
plan for His children. Readers will find clarity on the destiny of humankind and the blessings available through
righteousness.

3. _Doctrines of Salvation, Volume 3_
The final volume in this seminal series focuses on the doctrines of exaltation, eternal marriage, and the ongoing
work of the Church in latter days. It expounds on the principles necessary for eternal life and the role of
priesthood power. Elder Smith emphasizes the importance of obedience and covenant-keeping in achieving eternal
progression. This book provides essential teachings for those seeking to understand the ultimate goals of the
gospel.

4. _Theology of the Book of Mormon_
In this important work, Joseph Fielding Smith systematically analyzes the theological teachings found within
the Book of Mormon. He highlights the book's central role in restoring essential gospel principles that had been
lost to the world. Smith demonstrates how the Book of Mormon clarifies doctrines concerning Christ's
Atonement, the resurrection, and the nature of God. This book serves to deepen appreciation for this sacred
record and its doctrinal contributions.

5. _Answers to Gospel Questions, Volume 1_
This volume compiles answers to a wide range of gospel questions that were posed to Elder Joseph Fielding
Smith during his extensive ministry. He addresses inquiries about creation, the Fall of Adam and Eve, baptism for
the dead, and the nature of divine revelation. Smith's responses are grounded in scriptural teachings and
prophetic utterances, offering clarity and insight. It is a valuable resource for understanding the practical
application of gospel doctrines.

6. _Answers to Gospel Questions, Volume 2_
Building upon the first volume, this compilation continues to provide thoughtful and authoritative answers
to frequently asked gospel questions. Topics explored include the nature of angels, the plan of salvation for
the dead, and the organization of the Church. Elder Smith's unwavering commitment to truth shines through as
he explains complex doctrines in an accessible manner. This book is beneficial for personal study and for
answering the questions of others.

7. _Essentials in Church History_
While not exclusively focused on "doctrines of salvation," this historical account by Joseph Fielding Smith
inherently illuminates the doctrinal development and restoration of the Church. Smith traces the pivotal
events and key figures from the First Vision to the establishment of the early Church. He emphasizes how divine
principles were revealed and implemented to build God's kingdom on earth. Understanding Church history is
crucial for grasping the context and necessity of specific doctrines.

8. _The Way to Perfection_



In The Way to Perfection, Joseph Fielding Smith offers a practical guide to achieving spiritual growth and
ultimately, eternal life. He outlines the steps individuals can take to align their lives with gospel principles,
emphasizing faith, repentance, and obedience. The book illuminates how understanding and living correct doctrines
leads to a more perfect life. Smith's teachings inspire readers to pursue righteousness and strive for divine
acceptance.

9. _Man: His Origin and Destiny_
This comprehensive work by Joseph Fielding Smith explores the origins, purpose, and eternal destiny of mankind. It
delves into doctrines concerning pre-mortal existence, the creation of the earth and humanity, and the future of
the cosmos. Smith presents a grand perspective on God's eternal plan for His children, highlighting their divine
heritage and potential. The book provides profound insights into the doctrines of our relationship with God and
our place in the universe.
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