DOING THE RIGHT THING CHUCK COLSON

UNDERSTANDING CHUCK CoLSoN: DoING THE RIGHT THING THROUGH FAITH AND ACTION

CHuck COLSON’S LIFE STORY IS A POWERFUL TESTAMENT TO REDEMPTION AND THE ENDURING IMPACT OF MAKING THE RIGHT
CHOICES, EVEN IN THE FACE OF PROFOUND PERSONAL AND PUBLIC CHALLENGES. FROM HIS EARLY DAYS AS A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE
OPERATIVE IN THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION TO HIS TRANSFORMATIVE ENCOUNTER WITH FAITH AND HIS SUBSEQUENT
GROUNDBREAKING WORK IN PRISON REFORM, COLSON EMBODIED A JOURNEY OF PROFOUND PERSONAL CHANGE. THIS ARTICLE
DELVES INTO THE MULTIFACETED LEGACY OF CHUCK COLSON, EXPLORING WHAT IT MEANT FOR HIM TO BE “DOING THE RIGHT
THING” THROUGH VARIOUS STAGES OF HIS LIFE AND CAREER. W/E WILL EXAMINE HIS ETHICAL DILEMMAS, HIS SPIRITUAL

AW AKENING, AND THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF HIS NEWFOUND PRINCIPLES THROUGH PrisoN FELLO\X/SHIP/ AN ORGANIZATION
HE FOUNDED. BY UNDERSTANDING CHUCK COLSONISJOURNEY, WE CAN GLEAN VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE NATURE OF
INTEGRITY, THE POWER OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF POSITIVE CHANGE IN BOTH INDIVIDUAL LIVES AND
SOCIETY AT LARGE.
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WHAT DoEes “DoING THE RIGHT THING” MeaN FOR CHuck CoLSON?

For CHuck COLSON, “DOING THE RIGHT THING” EVOLVED SIGNIFICANTLY THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, REFLECTING A DEEP PERSONAL
TRANSFORMATION. |NITIALLY, HIS UNDERSTANDING OF “THE RIGHT THING” WAS OFTEN INTERTWINED WITH POLITICAL
MANEUVERING AND ACHIEVING OBJECTIVES WITHIN THE CONFINES OF POWER. HO\X/EVER, A PROFOUND SPIRITUAL AW AKENING
RESHAPED THIS DEFINITION ENTIRELY. |T SHIFTED FROM A PRAGMATIC, RESULTS-ORIENTED APPROACH TO ONE GROUNDED IN
DEEPLY HELD MORAL AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES DERIVED FROM HIS CHRISTIAN FAITH. THIS NEW FRAMEWORK EMPHASIZED INTEGRITY,
HUMILITY, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND A COMMITMENT TO SERVING OTHERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE ON THE MARGINS OF SOCIETY. His
JOURNEY ILLUSTRATES THAT DOING THE RIGHT THING ISN'T A STATIC CONCEPT BUT A DYNAMIC PROCESS OF ETHICAL GROWTH
AND A CONTINUOUS STRIVING TO ALIGN ACTIONS WITH DEEPLY HELD VALUES, EVEN WHEN THOSE ACTIONS ARE DIFFICULT OR
UNPOPULAR.

THE CORE OF DOING THE RIGHT THING FOR COLSON BECAME ABOUT LIVING A LIFE OF PURPOSE AND MEANING, DRIVEN BY A
CONSCIENCE INFORMED BY DIVINE TRUTH. THIS WASN'T MERELY ABOUT AVOIDING WRONGDOING BUT ACTIVELY PURSUING GOOD
AND DEMONSTRATING COMPASSION. HIS EXPERIENCES TAUGHT HIM THAT TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS EXTENDS BEYOND PERSONAL
CONDUCT TO ENCOMPASS A RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE WELFARE OF OTHERS AND THE BROADER COMMUNITY. THIS PERSPECTIVE
GUIDED HIS SUBSEQUENT ENDEAVORS, PARTICULARLY IN HIS PASSIONATE ADVOCACY FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM AND HIS
UNWAVERING DEDICATION TO THE SPIRITUAL AND PRACTICAL REHABILITATION OF PRISONERS.



CHuck CoLson’s EARLY CAREER AND THE SHADOW OF W/ ATERGATE

CHARLES WENDELL COLSON'S EARLY CAREER WAS MARKED BY AMBITION, SHARP INTELLECT, AND A KNACK FOR NAVIGATING THE
COMPLEX POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF W/ ASHINGTON D.C. HE SERVED AS A MARINE OFFICER AND LATER AS AN ATTORNEY BEFORE
BECOMING A KEY AIDE TO PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON. IN THIS ROLE, COLSON WAS KNOWN FOR HIS AGGRESSIVE TACTICS AND
UNWAVERING LOYALTY TO THE ADMINISTRATION. HE WAS A PRAGMATIC PROBLEM~-SOLVER, OFTEN TASKED WITH HANDLING
SENSITIVE AND CHALLENGING ISSUES. THIS PERIOD OF HIS LIFE, HOWEVER, BECAME INDELIBLY LINKED TO THE W ATERGATE
SCANDAL, A DEFINING MOMENT THAT WOULD IRREVOCABLY ALTER HIS TRAJECTORY.

DURING THE W ATERGATE ERA, COLSON WAS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE POLITICAL OPERATIONS OF THE NixoN W HITE HOUSE.
His ROLE OFTEN PLACED HIM IN SITUATIONS WHERE THE LINES BETWEEN ETHICAL CONDUCT AND POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY WERE
BLURRED. THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT FOLLOWED REVEALED SIGNIFICANT ABUSES OF POWER AND A CULTURE OF SECRECY WITHIN
THE ADMINISTRATION. COLSON, LIKE MANY OTHERS, FOUND HIMSELF ENTANGLED IN THE LEGAL AND MORAL FALLOUT OF THESE
EVENTS. THE ACCUSATIONS AND THE SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATIONS BROUGHT HIS CAREER TO A PRECIPICE, FORCING A
CONFRONTATION WITH THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ACTIONS AND THE CHOICES HE HAD MADE.

THE ETHICAL QUAGMIRE OF \W ATERGATE

W/ ATERGATE PRESENTED A STARK ETHICAL CHALLENGE FOR EVERYONE INVOLVED, INCLUDING CHuck CoLSON. THE SCANDAL
EXPOSED A PATTERN OF ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES AND A DISREGARD FOR THE RULE OF LAW, ALL IN THE PURSUIT OF POLITICAL
POWER. COLSON, AS A CENTRAL FIGURE, HAD TO GRAPPLE WITH THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS OF HIS INVOLVEMENT. THE PRESSURE
TO MAINTAIN LOYALTY AND ACHIEVE POLITICAL OBJECTIVES OFTEN OVERSHADOWED ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS. THIS PERIOD
FORCED A DEEP INTROSPECTION INTO THE NATURE OF POWER, LOYALTY, AND PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, SETTING THE STAGE
FOR HIS LATER TRANSFORMATION.

THE WIDESPREAD CORRUPTION AND DECEIT UNCOVERED DURING W/ ATERGATE CREATED AN ATMOSPHERE OF DEEP PUBLIC
cYNICISM. For COLSON, IT REPRESENTED A PERSONAL CRISIS. HE WAS FACED WITH THE REALITY THAT THE PURSUIT OF
POLITICAL SUCCESS HAD LED HIM DOWN A PATH THAT COMPROMISED HIS INTEGRITY. THE LEGAL BATTLES AND PUBLIC SCRUTINY
HE ENDURED WERE NOT JUST EXTERNAL PRESSURES BUT ALSO CATALYSTS FOR AN INTERNAL RECKONING. THIS CONFRONTATION
\WITH THE DARKER SIDE OF POLITICAL AMBITION AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF COMPROMISED ETHICS BECAME A CRUCIAL TURNING
POINT.

CoLsoN’'s LEGAL TROUBLES AND IMPRISONMENT

AS THE W ATERGATE INVESTIGATIONS INTENSIFIED, CHuck COLSON BECAME A TARGET OF PROSECUTORIAL SCRUTINY. HE
EVENTUALLY PLEADED GUILTY TO OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE IN CONNECTION WITH THE DANIEL ELLSBERG CASE, A PRECURSOR TO
THE W/ ATERGATE BREAK-IN. THIS PLEA RESULTED IN A PRISON SENTENCE. HIS TIME INCARCERATED WAS A PERIOD OF PROFOUND
PERSONAL REFLECTION AND A TURNING POINT THAT LED TO HIS CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY. THE EXPERIENCE OF BEING
STRIPPED OF HIS POWER AND STATUS, AND FACING THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ACTIONS, PROVIDED A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON
JUSTICE, SIN, AND REDEMPTION.

THE STARK REALITY OF PRISON LIFE OFFERED COLSON AN UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITY TO RE-EVALUATE HIS LIFE AND VALUES.
STRIPPED OF HIS FORMER ACCOLADES AND INFLUENCE, HE WAS CONFRONTED WITH HIS OWN HUMANITY AND THE NEEDS OF THOSE
AROUND HIM. THIS PERIOD OF CONFINEMENT BECAME A CRUCIBLE, FORGING A NEWW UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT IT TRULY MEANT TO
LIVE A LIFE GUIDED BY PRINCIPLE. |T WAS WITHIN THESE WALLS THAT THE SEEDS OF HIS FUTURE MINISTRY WERE SOWN, DRIVEN
BY A DESIRE TO MAKE AMENDS AND TO BRING HOPE TO OTHERS FACING SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES.



THE DerINING MoMENT: CoLsonN’'s CONVERSION AND SPIRITUAL AW AKENING

CHuck CoLSON'S CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY WAS NOT A GRADUAL SHIFT BUT A DRAMATIC AND TRANSFORMATIVE EVENT
THAT OCCURRED DURING HIS INCARCERATION. FACING THE RUINS OF HIS CAREER AND THE WEIGHT OF HIS LEGAL CONSEQUENCES,
HE FOUND HIMSELF IN A SPIRITUAL CRISIS. T WAS DURING THIS TIME THAT HE ENCOUNTERED THE TEACHINGS OFJESUS CHRIST,
WHICH RESONATED DEEPLY WITH HIS NEED FOR FORGIVENESS, PURPOSE, AND A RENEWED SENSE OF MORALITY. THIS SPIRITUAL
AW AKENING MARKED THE PIVOTAL MOMENT WHEN HIS UNDERSTANDING OF “DOING THE RIGHT THING” FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGED.

His CONVERSION EXPERIENCE PROVIDED HIM WITH A NEW MORAL COMPASS, ONE THAT WAS FIRMLY ANCHORED IN HIS FAITH. THis
\Y/ASN,TJUST AN INTELLECTUAL ACCEPTANCE OF RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE, IT WAS A DEEPLY PERSONAL AND LIFE-ALTERING
ENCOUNTER WITH GoD. THE PRINCIPLES OF GRACE, FORGIVENESS, AND SELFLESS SERVICE BECAME THE GUIDING LIGHTS FOR HIS
FUTURE ACTIONS. HE SAW HIS PAST MISTAKES NOT AS INSURMOUNTABLE FAILURES BUT AS LESSONS LEARNED, PROVIDING HIM
WITH A UNIQUE EMPATHY FOR THOSE WHO HAD ALSO STUMBLED AND SOUGHT REDEMPTION.

THe RoLE oF FAITH IN COLSON'S TRANSFORMATION

FAITH BECAME THE BEDROCK OF COLSON'S TRANSFORMED LIFE. |T OFFERED HIM NOT ONLY SOLACE AND FORGIVENESS FOR HIS
PAST TRANSGRESSIONS BUT ALSO A POWERFUL MOTIVATION TO LIVE A LIFE OF PURPOSE. HIS BELIEF IN GOD’S REDEMPTIVE
POWER FUELED HIS DESIRE TO CONTRIBUTE POSITIVELY TO SOCIETY, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.
THIS NEWFOUND FAITH PROVIDED HIM WITH A FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERST ANDING TRUE JUSTICE, COMPASSION, AND THE INHERENT
DIGNITY OF EVERY HUMAN BEING, REGARDLESS OF THEIR PAST.

THE TENETS OF HIS FAITH DIRECTLY INFORMED HIS UNDERSTANDING OF “DOING THE RIGHT THING.” |T WAS NO LONGER ABOUT
SELF-PRESERVATION OR POLITICAL GAIN BUT ABOUT LIVING ACCORDING TO DIVINE PRINCIPLES. THIS INCLUDED A PROFOUND
SENSE OF ACCOUNTABILITY, A COMMITMENT TO TRUTH, AND AN UNWAVERING DEDICATION TO SERVING OTHERS. His
TRANSFORMATION WAS NOT MERELY A CHANGE IN BELIEF BUT A COMPLETE OVERHAUL OF HIS WORLDVIEW AND HIS APPROACH
TO LIFE, SHAPING HIS EVERY SUBSEQUENT DECISION AND ACTION.

FroM W ATERGATE AIDE TO PRISON REFORMER

THE TRANSITION FROM BEING A POWERFUL WHITE HOUSE AIDE IMPLICATED IN W ATERGATE TO BECOMING A PASSIONATE
ADVOCATE FOR PRISONERS WAS A REMARKABLE JOURNEY. CHUCK COLSON LEVERAGED HIS EXPERIENCES AND NEWFOUND FAITH
TO CREATE PRISON FELLO\X/SHIP, AN ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO TRANSFORMING THE LIVES OF INMATES AND THEIR FAMILIES.
THIS SHIFT REPRESENTED THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF HIS COMMITMENT TO “DOING THE RIGHT THING” ON A GRAND SCALE,
ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC ISSUES AND INDIVIDUAL NEEDS WITHIN THE CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM.

His PERSONAL UNDERSTANDING OF INCARCERATION, COMBINED WITH HIS SPIRITUAL CONVICTION, EQUIPPED HIM WITH A UNIQUE
PERSPECTIVE. HE RECOGNIZED THE SYSTEMIC FAILURES AND THE HUMAN COST OF A PUNITIVE SYSTEM THAT OFTEN OFFERED
LITTLE IN THE WAY OF GENUINE REHABILITATION. PRISON FELLOWSHIP WAS BORN OUT OF THIS VISION, AIMING TO BRING HOPE,
EDUCATION, AND SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE TO PRISONERS, FOSTERING A SENSE OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND THE POSSIBILITY
OF A TRANSFORMED FUTURE. THIS WAS HIS WAY OF ACTIVELY EMBODYING “DOING THE RIGHT THING” BY SEEKING TO MEND
WHAT HE SAW AS BROKEN IN SOCIETY.

PrISoN FELLOWSHIP; DOING THE RIGHT THING IN ACTION

FOUNDED IN 1976, PRISON FELLOWSHIP BECAME THE EMBODIMENT OF CHUCK COLSON’S COMMITMENT TO “DOING THE RIGHT
THING” THROUGH PRACTICAL ACTION. THE ORGANIZATION'S MISSION WAS MULTIFACETED, FOCUSING ON MINISTERING TO
PRISONERS, ADVOCATING FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM, AND PROMOTING RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRINCIPLES. COLSON BELIEVED
THAT BY ADDRESSING THE SPIRITUAL, EMOTIONAL, AND PRACTICAL NEEDS OF INMATES, AND BY ADVOCATING FOR MORE HUMANE



AND EFFECTIVE POLICIES, HE COULD CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE JUST AND COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY.

PRISON FELLOWSHIP'S WORK EXTENDED BEYOND MERE CHARITY; IT WAS ABOUT SYSTEMIC CHANGE AND INDIVIDUAL
TRANSFORMATION. THE ORGANIZATION OFFERED PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO EQUIP PRISONERS WITH THE SKILLS AND MINDSET
NECESSARY FOR SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION INTO SOCIETY. THIS INCLUDED VOCATIONAL TRAINING, EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES, AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY , SPIRITUAL COUNSELING AND SUPPORT. COLSON'S VISION WAS TO DEMONSTRATE
THAT EVEN THOSE WHO HAVE MADE SERIOUS MISTAKES CAN BE REDEEMED AND CAN LEAD MEANINGFUL, PRODUCTIVE LIVES.

PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES OF PRISON FELLOWSHIP

PRISON FELLOWSHIP DEVELOPED A COMPREHENSIVE SUITE OF PROGRAMS AIMED AT TRANSFORMING LIVES WITHIN AND BEYOND
PRISON WALLS. THESE INITIATIVES WERE DESIGNED TO ADDRESS THE MULTIFACETED CHALLENGES FACED BY INMATES AND THEIR
FAMILIES. KEY PROGRAMS INCLUDED:

o |INNER CHANGE ALIVE: THIS PROGRAM FOCUSED ON SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION, HELPING INMATES UNDERSTAND THEIR
VALUE, PURPOSE, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF A NEW LIFE THROUGH FAITH.

¢ SYCAMORE TREE PROJECTZ A RESTORATIVE JUSTICE INITIATIVE DESIGNED TO HELP OFFENDERS UNDERSTAND THE IMPACT
OF THEIR CRIMES ON VICTIMS AND THE COMMUNITY, FOSTERING ACCOUNTABILITY AND HEALING.

o ANGEL TREE: THIS PROGRAM PROVIDED CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS, DEMONSTRATING
COMPASSION AND HELPING TO MAINTAIN FAMILY CONNECTIONS.

® REENTRY SUPPORT: PRISON FELLOWSHIP OFFERED SUPPORT SERVICES TO HELP INDIVIDUALS TRANSITIONING BACK INTO
SOCIETY, ASSISTING WITH HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, AND ONGOING MENTORSHIP.

THESE PROGRAMS WERE NOT JUST ABOUT OFFERING COMFORT BUT ABOUT INSTILLING A SENSE OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY
AND EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS WITH THE TOOLS FOR A SUCCESSFUL AND LAW-ARBIDING LIFE. COLSON BELIEVED THAT TRUE
REHABILITATION INVOLVED A CHANGE OF HEART AND MIND, AND THESE INITIATIVES WERE DESIGNED TO FOSTER THAT PROFOUND
SHIFT.

ADVOCACY FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

BEYOND DIRECT MINISTRY, CHuck COLSON WAS A PROMINENT VOICE IN THE CALL FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM. HE
ADVOCATED FOR POLICIES THAT EMPHASIZED REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND A MORE BALANCED APPROACH TO
PUNISHMENT. HIS EXPERIENCES HAD SHOWN HIM THE LIMITATIONS OF A PURELY PUNITIVE SYSTEM AND THE POTENTIAL FOR
POSITIVE CHANGE WHEN COMPASSION AND OPPORTUNITY WERE INTEGRATED. HE ARGUED THAT A JUST SOCIETY SHOULD NOT
ONLY HOLD INDIVIDUALS ACCOUNTABLE BUT ALSO PROVIDE PATHWAYS FOR REDEMPTION AND REINTEGRATION.

COLSON'S ADVOCACY WAS INFORMED BY DATA, PERSONAL TESTIMONY, AND A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF THE HUMAN CONDITION.
HE WORKED WITH POLICYMAKERS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO PROMOTE A MORE HOLISTIC VIEW
OF JUSTICE. HIS EFFORTS AIMED TO SHIFT THE PUBLIC DISCOURSE FROM ONE OF RETRIBUTION TO ONE OF RESTORATION,
RECOGNIZING THAT A MORE EFFECTIVE JUSTICE SYSTEM SERVED THE INTERESTS OF BOTH OFFENDERS AND THE COMMUNITY AT
LARGE.

Core PrINcIPLES oF CHuck CoLsoN’s “DoING THE RIGHT THING”
PHILOSOPHY

CHuck COLSON’S PHILOSOPHY OF “DOING THE RIGHT THING” WAS DEEPLY ROOTED IN HIS FAITH AND HIS PERSONAL JOURNEY OF



REDEMPTION. |T WASN'T A THEORETICAL CONSTRUCT BUT A LIVED REALITY THAT GUIDED HIS ACTIONS AND HIS ADVOCACY.
SEVERAL CORE PRINCIPLES FORMED THE FOUNDATION OF HIS APPROACH TO LIFE AND MINISTRY, EMPHASIZING INTEGRITY,
ACCOUNTABILITY, COMPASSION, AND THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF Gob's GRACE.

HE CONSISTENTLY STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF ALIGNING ONE'S ACTIONS WITH ONE'S VALUES, EVEN WHEN FACED WITH
SIGNIFICANT PERSONAL OR PROFESSIONAL PRESSURE. FOR COLSON, INTEGRITY WAS NOT OPTIONAL, IT WAS THE VERY ESSENCE
OF LIVING A RIGHTEOUS LIFE. THIS PRINCIPLE WAS TESTED SEVERELY DURING HIS INVOLVEMENT IN \X/ATERGATE, AND HIS
SUBSEQUENT EMBRACE OF HIS FAITH SOLIDIFIED ITS PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE IN HIS LIFE.

INTEGRITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

|NTEGRITY, For CHUCK COLSON, MEANT WHOLENESS AND TRUTHFULNESS IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE. [T WAS ABOUT BEING THE
SAME PERSON IN PRIVATE AS ONE WAS IN PUBLIC. HIS FALL FROM GRACE DURING \W ATERGATE SERVED AS A STARK REMINDER OF
THE CONSEQUENCES OF COMPROMISING ONE'S INTEGRITY. POST‘CONVERSION, HE MADE INTEGRITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY
CENTRAL TENETS OF HIS LIFE AND MINISTRY, OFTEN SPEAKING AND WRITING ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF OWNING ONE’S MISTAKES
AND SEEKING FORGIVENESS.

HE BELIEVED THAT TRUE ACCOUNTABILITY BEGAN WITH ACKNOWLEDGING PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, NOT DEFLECTING BLAME.
THIS APPLIED TO INDIVIDUALS WITHIN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, LEADERS IN GOVERNMENT, AND EVERYONE STRIVING TO LIVE A LIFE
OF PURPOSE. HIS EMPHASIS ON ACCOUNTABILITY WAS NOT PUNITIVE BUT RESTORATIVE, AIMING TO FOSTER A CULTURE OF
HONESTY AND TRANSPARENCY.

CoMPASSION AND FORGIVENESS

COLSON'S OWN EXPERIENCE OF RECEIVING FORGIVENESS PROFOUNDLY SHAPED HIS CAPACITY FOR COMPASSION AND FORGIVENESS
TOWARDS OTHERS. HE UNDERSTOOD THE HUMAN CAPACITY FOR ERROR AND THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF EXTENDING GRACE.
His WORK WITH PRISONERS WAS CHARACTERIZED BY A DEEP SENSE OF EMPATHY, RECOGNIZING THAT EVERY INDIVIDUAL,
REGARDLESS OF THEIR PAST, DESERVED TO BE TREATED WITH DIGNITY AND OFFERED THE POSSIBILITY OF REDEMPTION.

HE FREQUENTLY STATED THAT TRUE COMPASSION INVOLVED NOT ONLY FEELING FOR OTHERS BUT ACTIVELY WORKING TO
ALLEVIATE THEIR SUFFERING AND TO HELP THEM OVERCOME THEIR CHALLENGES. THIS PRINCIPLE DROVE HIS EFFORTS TO SUPPORT
INMATES AND THEIR FAMILIES, OFFERING PRACTICAL ASSISTANCE AND SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE WITH AN OPEN HEART.

THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF FAITH

AT THE HEART OF COLSON'S PHILOSOPHY WAS THE UNWAVERING BELIEF IN THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF FAITH. HE SAW HIS
OWN LIFE AS PROOF THAT EVEN IN THE DARKEST OF CIRCUMSTANCES, SPIRITUAL RENEWAL AND A NEW BEGINNING WERE POSSIBLE.
HE DEDICATED HIS LIFE TO SHARING THIS MESSAGE OF HOPE AND REDEMPTION WITH OTHERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE WITHIN THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, WHOM HE BELIEVED WERE OFTEN OVERLOOKED AND MARGINALIZED.

His woRrk WITH PRISON FELLOWSHIP WAS A TANGIBLE MANIFESTATION OF THIS BELIEF. BY OFFERING SPIRITUAL RESOURCES AND
SUPPORT, HE AIMED TO FACILITATE THE KIND OF LIFETALTERING TRANSFORMATION HE HAD EXPERIENCED HIMSELF. HE BELIEVED
THAT FAITH PROVIDED THE MORAL FRAMEWORK AND THE INNER STRENGTH NECESSARY TO OVERCOME ADVERSITY AND TO LIVE A
LIFE OF PURPOSE AND MEANING, THEREBY “DOING THE RIGHT THING” IN ITS MOST PROFOUND SENSE.

Lecacy AND CONTINUED IMPACT ofF CHUck CoLsoN’'s WoRrk



CHuck COLSON'S LEGACY EXTENDS FAR BEYOND HIS POLITICAL CAREER. HE IS REMEMBERED PRIMARILY FOR HIS PROFOUND
SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION AND HIS PIONEERING WORK IN PRISON MINISTRY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM. HIS INFLUENCE
CONTINUES TO BE FELT THROUGH THE ONGOING WORK OF PRISON FELLOWSHIP AND THE MANY INDIVIDUALS WHOSE LIVES HAVE
BEEN TOUCHED BY HIS MESSAGE OF HOPE AND REDEMPTION. HE SET A POWERFUL EXAMPLE OF HOW PERSONAL CHANGE CAN LEAD
TO SIGNIFICANT SOCIETAL IMPACT.

His LIFE DEMONSTRATED THAT EVEN AFTER MAKING SERIOUS MISTAKES, ONE CAN DEDICATE THEIR LIFE TO MAKING AMENDS AND
SERVING OTHERS. THIS MESSAGE OF HOPE AND THE POSSIBILITY OF TRANSFORMATION RESONATED WITH MILLIONS, INSPIRING
COUNTLESS OTHERS TO ENGAGE IN SIMILAR WORK. THE PRINCIPLES HE CHAMPIONED — INTEGRITY, ACCOUNTABILITY,
COMPASSION, AND THE POWER OF FAITH — REMAIN RELEVANT AND CONTINUE TO GUIDE EFFORTS TO CREATE A MORE JUST AND
HUMANE SOCIETY.

PRrISON FELLOWSHIP'S ONGOING MISSION

PrISON FELLO\X/SHIP, THE ORGANIZATION CHUCk COLSON FOUNDED, CONTINUES TO OPERATE AND EXPAND ITS REACH, CARRYING
FORWARD HIS VISION. THE ORGANIZATION REMAINS DEDICATED TO TRANSFORMING THE LIVES OF PRISONERS, THEIR FAMILIES, AND
THEIR COMMUNITIES. | TS PROGRAMS CONTINUE TO FOCUS ON SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT, CHARACTER BUILDING, AND SUCCESSFUL
REENTRY, AIMING TO BREAK CYCLES OF CRIME AND INCARCERATION. THE IMPACT OF THEIR WORK IS MEASURED NOT ONLY IN THE
NUMBER OF LIVES TRANSFORMED BUT ALSO IN THE BROADER SOCIETAL SHIFTS TOWARDS RESTORATIVE JUSTICE AND
COMPASSIONATE APPROACHES TO CRIME AND PUNISHMENT.

THE ORGANIZATION ACTIVELY WORKS TO ADVOCATE FOR POLICY CHANGES THAT REFLECT COLSON'S PRINCIPLES, STRIVING FOR
A JUSTICE SYSTEM THAT IS BOTH JUST AND MERCIFUL. THIS INCLUDES PROMOTING LEGISLATION THAT SUPPORTS
REHABILITATION, REDUCES RECIDIVISM, AND ADDRESSES SYSTEMIC INEQUITIES WITHIN THE CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM. PrISON
FELLOWSHIP STANDS AS A LIVING TESTAMENT TO COLSON’S ENDURING COMMITMENT TO “DOING THE RIGHT THING” FOR THOSE
MOST IN NEED.

CoLsoN'’s INFLUENCE oN PugLIc DiISCOURSE

CHuck COLSON SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCED PUBLIC DISCOURSE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND FAITH-BASED INITIATIVES. HE WAS A
RESPECTED VOICE WHO BROUGHT A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE TO THESE COMPLEX ISSUES, DRAWING FROM BOTH HIS PERSONAL
EXPERIENCES AND HIS DEEP THEOLOGICAL CONVICTIONS. HIS WRITINGS AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES HELPED TO DESTIGMATIZE
INCARCERATION AND TO ADVOCATE FOR A MORE HUMANE AND EFFECTIVE APPROACH TO CORRECTIONS.

His ADVOCACY HELPED TO FOSTER A GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF THE SPIRITUAL AND SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF CRIME AND
PUNISHMENT. BY SHARING HIS STORY AND THE STORIES OF THOSE HE SERVED, HE CHALLENGED CONVENTIONAL THINKING AND
INSPIRED A GENERATION OF ACTIVISTS, POLICYMAKERS, AND VOLUNTEERS TO ENGAGE IN PRISON MINISTRY AND REFORM EFFORTS.
His IMPACT ON THE BROADER CONVERSATION ABOUT JUSTICE, REDEMPTION, AND THE ROLE OF FAITH IN SOCIETY REMAINS
SUBSTANTIAL.

ConNcrLusioN: THE ENDURING MeSSAGE OF DOING THE RIGHT THING WITH
CHuck CoLsoN

IN CONCLUSION, THE JOURNEY OF CHuck COLSON/ FROM A POWERFUL POLITICAL OPERATIVE TO A GLOBALLY RECOGNIZED
ADVOCATE FOR PRISONERS AND A DEVOTED CHRISTIAN, PROFOUNDLY ILLUSTRATES THE MEANING OF “DOING THE RIGHT THING.”
His LIFE WAS A POWERFUL ARC OF REDEMPTION, DEMONSTRATING THAT GENUINE TRANSFORMATION IS POSSIBLE, EVEN AFTER
SIGNIFICANT PERSONAL AND PUBLIC FAILURES. COLSON’S COMMITMENT TO INTEGRITY, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND COMPASSION, ALL
ROOTED IN HIS FAITH, BECAME THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES THAT SHAPED HIS LATER LIFE AND HIS ENDURING LEGACY.



THROUGH PrISON FELLO\X/SHIP, HE TRANSLATED THESE PRINCIPLES INTO TANGIBLE ACTION, IMPACTING COUNTLESS LIVES WITHIN
THE CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM AND ADVOCATING FOR SYSTEMIC CHANGE. HIS STORY SERVES AS A TIMELESS REMINDER THAT DOING
THE RIGHT THING IS NOT ALWAYS THE EASIEST PATH, BUT IT IS THE PATH THAT LEADS TO TRUE PURPOSE, REDEMPTION, AND A
LASTING POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE WORLD. THE MESSAGE OF CHUCK COLSON, CENTERED ON THE IDEA OF DOING THE RIGHT
THING, CONTINUES TO INSPIRE HOPE AND MOTIVATE ACTION TOWARDS A MORE JUST AND COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE CORE MESSAGE OF CHUCk COLSON’S ‘DOING THE RIGHT THING'
PHILOSOPHY?

CHuck COLSON'S CORE MESSAGE IS THAT DOING THE RIGHT THING IS NOT JUST ABOUT EXTERNAL ACTIONS, BUT ABOUT
INTERNAL TRANSFORMATION ROOTED IN FAITH. HE EMPHASIZED THAT TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS COMES FROM A RELATIONSHIP WITH
GOD AND MANIFESTS AS INTEGRITY, COMPASSION, AND A COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE.

How pib CHuck COLSON'S PERSONAL EXPERIENCES , PARTICULARLY HIS TIME IN PRISON,
SHAPE HIS VIEWS ON 'DOING THE RIGHT THING'?

COLSON’S PRISON EXPERIENCE WAS PIVOTAL. W/ITNESSING THE BROKENNESS AND DESPERATION OF INMATES, AND HIS OWN
PROFOUND CONVERSION, LED HIM TO UNDERSTAND THAT 'DOING THE RIGHT THING REQUIRES GENUINE REPENTANCE, HUMILITY, AND
A RELIANCE ON GOD’S GRACE. |T MOVED HIS FOCUS FROM LEGALISTIC ADHERENCE TO A MORE HEART-CENTERED APPROACH.

WHAT PRACTICAL ADVICE DOES CHUCK COLSON OFFER FOR INDIVIDUALS STRUGGLING
TO ‘DO THE RIGHT THING' IN CHALLENGING SITUATIONS?

COLSON’'S ADVICE OFTEN CENTERED ON PRAYER, SEEKING WISE COUNSEL, AND ANCHORING ONESELF IN BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES. He
ENCOURAGED CONFRONTING DIFFICULT CHOICES WITH COURAGE, PRIORITIZING ETHICAL CONDUCT OVER PERSONAL GAIN, AND
REMEMBERING THAT EVEN IN FAILURE, GOD’S FORGIVENESS AND A NEW START ARE POSSIBLE.

How poes COLSON’S CONCEPT OF ‘DOING THE RIGHT THING RELATE TO HIS WORK
WITH PRISON REFORM AND REHABILITATION?

COLSON BELIEVED THAT 'DOING THE RIGHT THING' EXTENDED TO SOCIETAL RESPONSIBILITY. HIS WORK THROUGH PRISON
FELLOWSHIP AIMED TO BRING THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF FAITH TO PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES, ADVOCATING FOR A
JUSTICE SYSTEM THAT EMPHASIZES REHABILITATION AND RESTORATION, REFLECTING A COMMITMENT TO SEEING PEOPLE DO THE
RIGHT THING EVEN AFTER INCARCERATION.

\WHAT ARE SOME COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT CHuck COLSON’S APPROACH TO
‘DOING THE RIGHT THING'?

A COMMON MISCONCEPTION IS THAT COLSON'S VIEW WAS PURELY ABOUT ADHERING TO A STRICT MORAL CODE OR RELIGIOUS
DOGMA. IN REALITY, HE STRESSED THAT 'DOING THE RIGHT THING' IS A DYNAMIC PROCESS OF GROWTH, FUELED BY LOVE AND A
DESIRE TO HONOR GOD IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, NOT JUST A SET OF RULES.

How cAN soMEONE ToDAY APPLY CHUCk COLSON'S PRINCIPLES OF ‘DOING THE RIGHT
THING' IN THE MODERN \WORKPLACE?
APPLYING COLSON'S PRINCIPLES IN THE WORKPLACE INVOLVES DEMONSTRATING INTEGRITY IN DEALINGS, TREATING COLLEAGUES

WITH RESPECT AND COMPASSION, SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER WHEN NECESSARY, AND MAKING ETHICAL DECISIONS EVEN WHEN
THEY ARE UNPOPULAR OR COSTLY. IT'S ABOUT BRINGING A CHRIST-LIKE CHARACTER TO PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES.



\W/HAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO WANT TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT CHuck COLSON AND HIS TEACHINGS ON 'DOING THE RIGHT THING'?

INDIVIDUALS CAN EXPLORE CHUCK COLSON’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY, ‘BORN AGAIN,” AND HIS MANY OTHER BOOKS AND ARTICLES.
THE PrISON FELLOWSHIP WEBSITE AND THE COLSON CENTER FOR CHRISTIAN W ORLDVIEW OFFER EXTENSIVE RESOURCES,
INCLUDING ARTICLES, PODCASTS, AND COURSES THAT DELVE INTO HIS PHILOSOPHY AND ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATION IN
CONTEMPORARY LIFE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO “DOING THE RIGHT THINGI” INSPIRED BY CHuck CoLSoN’s LEGACY, WITH DESCRIPTIONS!

1. BorN AGAIN_

THIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY CHRONICLES CHUCK COLSON’S DRAMATIC CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY AFTER HIS INVOLVEMENT IN THE
W/ ATERGATE SCANDAL. |T DETAILS HIS PERSONAL JOURNEY FROM POLITICAL OPERATIVE TO DEVOUT BELIEVER AND LAYS THE
FOUNDATION FOR HIS LATER WORK IN PRISON REFORM AND ADVOCACY. THE BOOK POWERFULLY ILLUSTRATES THE
TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF FAITH AND REPENTANCE IN CHOOSING A NEW PATH.

2. _THe BoDY: BEING YOUR BROTHER'S KEEPER

COLSON EXPLORES THE CONCEPT OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AS A UNIFIED BODY, EMPHASIZING THE RESPONSIBILITY BELIEVERS
HAVE TOWARDS ONE ANOTHER. HE ADVOCATES FOR A PRACTICAL, ENGAGED FAITH THAT ACTIVELY SEEKS TO HELP THE NEEDY
AND MARGINALIZED. THE BOOK CALLS FOR A DEEPER SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND MUTUAL CARE WITHIN THE CHURCH.

3. _BreAkPOINT: GREAT TRUTHS THAT ARE SOMEHOW WRONG OR MiSSING FROM OUR CULTURE_

THIS COLLECTION OF ESSAYS, OF TEN BASED ON HIS INFLUENTIAL RADIO COMMENTARY, DISSECTS CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL
ISSUES THROUGH A CHRISTIAN LENS. COLSON CHALLENGES PREVAILING SOCIETAL NORMS AND IDEOLOGIES, URGING READERS TO
ENGAGE WITH IMPORTANT ETHICAL AND SPIRITUAL QUESTIONS. HE PROVIDES A FRAMEWORK FOR DISCERNING TRUTH IN A
CONFUSING WORLD AND ACTING ON IT.

4. THe Goob Lire: How FAITH CAN TRANSFORM YOU AND THE W/ ORLD

COLSON PRESENTS A VISION OF A LIFE LIVED WITH PURPOSE AND MEANING, GROUNDED IN CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES. HE ARGUES
THAT TRUE FULFILLMENT COMES NOT FROM MATERIAL POSSESSIONS OR WORLDLY SUCCESS, BUT FROM ALIGNING ONE'S LIFE
WITH Gob’s WILL. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES READERS TO CONSIDER HOW THEIR FAITH CAN IMPACT THEIR PERSONAL CHOICES AND
CONTRIBUTE TO POSITIVE SOCIETAL CHANGE.

5. _KingpboM CoME: DEFENDING THE FAITH IN THE DAWN OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM

THIS WORK ADDRESSES THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FACING CHRISTIANITY IN THE EARLY 2 1ST CENTURY. COLSON
ENCOURAGES CHRISTIANS TO BE BOLD IN THEIR FAITH AND TO ACTIVELY ENGAGE WITH THE WORLD, PROMOTING BIBLICAL
VALUES. HE PROVIDES A COMPELLING CASE FOR A ROBUST AND INTELLECTUALLY GROUNDED FAITH IN A SECULARIZING SOCIETY.

6. _RIGHT WHERE You ARE: THE LiFE AND LEGACY ofF CHuck COLSON

THIS BIOGRAPHY OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT CHUCK COLSON’S REMARKABLE LIFE, FROM HIS EARLY CAREER TO HIS EXTENSIVE
WORK IN PRISON MINISTRY AND PUBLIC ADVOCACY. |T EXPLORES THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND HIS COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE AND
REDEMPTION. THE BOOK SERVES AS A TESTAMENT TO HIS ENDURING IMPACT ON BOTH INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY.

7. _JUSTICE FOR THE INNOCENT: VICTIM’S RIGHTS AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM_

COLSON, LEVERAGING HIS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE, ADVOCATES FOR A MORE JUST AND COMPASSIONATE CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM. HE HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF VICTIM'S RIGHTS AND THE NEED FOR RESTORATIVE JUSTICE. THE BOOK CALLS FOR A
REEVALUATION OF HOW SOCIETY HANDLES CRIME AND PUNISHMENT, EMPHASIZING FAIRNESS AND REHABILITATION.

8. _A FiIrM FounDATION: FOUNDATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE_

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE CORE TENETS OF CHRISTIAN BELIEF AND PRACTICE, PROVIDING A GUIDE FOR BELIEVERS SEEKING TO
DEEPEN THEIR FAITH. COLSON EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS FOR LIVING A LIFE
ALIGNED WITH GOD'S PURPOSE. |T'S DESIGNED TO EQUIP READERS WITH A SOLID UNDERSTANDING OF CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES.

9. EvANGELICALS AT THE CROSSROADS: THE FUTURE OF FAITH AND PoLITICS
COLSON EXAMINES THE ROLE OF EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS IN THE POLITICAL SPHERE AND THE CHALLENGES THEY FACE. HE



ENCOURAGES THOUGHTFUL ENGAGEMENT AND PRINCIPLED ACTION, URGING BELIEVERS TO UPHOLD BIBLICAL ETHICS IN PUBLIC LIFE.
THE BOOK PROMPTS REFLECTION ON HOW FAITH SHOULD INFORM POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND SOCIETAL INFLUENCE.
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