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The allure of Cuba, its vibrant culture, and the lingering shadows of its history have captivated
imaginations for generations. Cristina Garcia's seminal novel, "Dreaming in Cuban," plunges readers
into this complex world, weaving a tapestry of intergenerational stories, political upheaval, and the
enduring bonds of family. This article will delve deep into the heart of "Dreaming in Cuban by
Cristina Garcia," exploring its thematic richness, compelling characters, and the historical context
that shapes its narrative. We will examine the novel's exploration of identity, exile, and the search
for belonging, offering a comprehensive guide for readers and students alike. Prepare to embark on
a journey through the lives of the del Pino family as we uncover the profound messages embedded
within this literary masterpiece.
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Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia: An Overview

Cristina Garcia's debut novel, "Dreaming in Cuban," published in 1992, stands as a significant
contribution to contemporary American literature, particularly within the realm of Latina and
diaspora narratives. It offers a panoramic view of Cuban life and its reverberations across
generations and continents, primarily focusing on the del Pino family. The novel masterfully
interweaves the stories of three women: Celia del Pino, a devout matriarch living in Cuba, her
daughter Lourdes, a fervent anti-Castro businesswoman in New York, and Lourdes's daughter,
Felicia, who struggles with the legacy of her family's past. Garcia's narrative transcends simple
historical recounting, instead delving into the emotional and psychological landscapes of her
characters as they grapple with displacement, political ideologies, and the search for self. The
complex relationships and the exploration of Cuban identity in exile are central to the novel's
enduring power.



The Del Pino Family Saga: A Generational Look

"Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" is fundamentally a family saga, tracing the lineage and
diverging paths of the del Pino family. The narrative spans multiple decades, beginning before the
Cuban Revolution and extending into the present day, showcasing the profound impact of political
events on individual lives and familial connections.

Celia del Pino: The Matriarch's Cuban Existence

At the heart of the Cuban narrative is Celia del Pino, a woman deeply rooted in her Cuban homeland.
She embodies a connection to the land, to tradition, and to a Cuba that existed before the
revolutionary fervor reshaped its identity. Celia's life is marked by her passionate love for Gustavo,
her husband, and her eventual disillusionment with the political climate that divides her family. Her
spiritualism and her connection to Afro-Cuban Santeria practices offer a different perspective on
faith and resilience in the face of societal upheaval. Celia’s quiet strength and her internal struggles
are pivotal to understanding the novel's exploration of memory and identity.

Lourdes del Pino: Exile and the American Dream

Lourdes represents a stark contrast to her mother, having fled Cuba with her younger sister, Blanca,
and her daughter, Felicia, after the revolution. She is a woman driven by ambition and a deep-seated
resentment towards the communist regime. In America, Lourdes builds a successful business, a
testament to her resilience and her assimilation into a new culture. However, her pursuit of the
American Dream comes at a cost, often alienating her from her Cuban heritage and her own
daughter. Lourdes's character highlights the complexities of immigration and the psychological toll
of leaving one's homeland, particularly when driven by ideological opposition.

Felicia del Pino: The Burden of Legacy

Felicia, Lourdes's daughter, embodies the next generation, a child born into exile and burdened by
the unresolved conflicts of her ancestors. She is a troubled soul, marked by her mother’s harshness
and her own internal struggles with mental health and identity. Felicia’s narrative is often
fragmented and chaotic, mirroring her inner turmoil. Her fascination with her grandmother Celia
and her longing for a connection to Cuba, a land she barely knows, underscores the themes of
ancestral memory and the search for belonging. Felicia’s journey is a poignant exploration of how
trauma and historical narratives can manifest across generations.

The Intergenerational Dialogue

A significant aspect of "Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" is the way it portrays the
intergenerational dialogue, or often, the lack thereof. The novel illustrates how unspoken histories,



political loyalties, and personal grievances can create chasms between mothers and daughters, and
between grandmothers and granddaughters. The women of the del Pino family are connected by
blood but often separated by experience and ideology, leading to a continuous, albeit often strained,
dialogue across time and space. This intricate web of relationships reveals the enduring impact of
the past on the present.

Key Themes Explored in Dreaming in Cuban

"Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" is rich with thematic depth, offering readers a multifaceted
exploration of the human condition, particularly within the context of Cuban history and diaspora.
The novel examines universal concerns through a specific cultural lens.

Identity and Belonging in Exile

The question of identity is paramount in "Dreaming in Cuban." For the del Pino women who have
experienced exile, their sense of self is constantly negotiated between their Cuban past and their
American present. They grapple with questions of what it means to be Cuban when they are no
longer in Cuba, and how their experiences of migration have shaped their identities. The novel
suggests that identity is not static but is a fluid construct, influenced by memory, family history, and
the environments in which one lives. The longing for a lost homeland and the struggle to forge new
connections are central to this theme.

The Power of Memory and the Past

Memory plays a crucial role in "Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia." The characters are haunted
by their memories of Cuba, both the idyllic pre-revolutionary era and the harsh realities of life under
Castro's regime. These memories shape their present actions and their perceptions of themselves
and others. Celia, living in Cuba, holds onto memories of a different time, while Lourdes, in exile,
selectively remembers and often distorts her past. Felicia, in her fragmented state, is largely defined
by the ghostly echoes of ancestral memories. The novel explores how the past is not simply
something that happened, but an active force that continues to influence the present.

Political Disillusionment and Its Consequences

The Cuban Revolution and its aftermath serve as the backdrop against which the del Pino family's
drama unfolds. "Dreaming in Cuban" does not shy away from depicting the political realities of Cuba,
including the initial hope for change, the subsequent ideological conflicts, and the personal
sacrifices that resulted. The novel highlights how political systems can deeply impact personal lives,
fracturing families and forcing individuals to make difficult choices. The characters' varied
responses to the revolution - from unwavering support to bitter opposition - reveal the complex and
often devastating consequences of political upheaval.



The Search for Connection and Reconciliation

Despite the divisions and distances, a pervasive theme in "Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" is
the yearning for connection and reconciliation. The characters, particularly the women, often
express a desire to bridge the gaps that have opened between them due to political differences and
geographical separation. Whether it's Celia's longing for her estranged daughters or Felicia's
desperate search for a stable maternal figure, the novel underscores the fundamental human need
for love, understanding, and belonging. The potential for healing and reconciliation, however
fraught, remains a hopeful undercurrent.

Generational Trauma and Resilience

The novel also delves into the concept of generational trauma, exploring how the experiences of one
generation can profoundly affect the next. The political upheaval in Cuba and the trauma of exile
leave deep scars on the del Pino women, manifesting in their relationships and their personal
struggles. Yet, "Dreaming in Cuban" also showcases remarkable resilience. The women find ways to
survive, to adapt, and to continue their lives, often drawing strength from their familial bonds and
their cultural heritage. Their endurance in the face of adversity is a testament to the human spirit.

Character Analysis: The Women of Dreaming in Cuban

The strength of "Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" lies in its richly drawn female characters,
each representing a different facet of the Cuban experience and the challenges faced by women in a
patriarchal society and during times of political upheaval.

Celia del Pino: The Spiritual Anchor

Celia is the emotional and spiritual anchor of the novel, even as she remains physically tethered to
Cuba. Her deep connection to her land, her sensuality, and her unwavering belief in Santeria
practices set her apart. She is a woman of quiet strength, often expressing her emotions through
dreams and internal monologues. Celia's love for Gustavo is a central driving force in her life, and
his disappearance and eventual return, altered by political indoctrination, represent a profound loss
for her. Her capacity for forgiveness and her enduring hope, even in the face of personal tragedy,
make her a compelling figure.

Lourdes del Pino: The Fierce Survivor

Lourdes is a complex character, embodying the fierce determination of an exile striving for success
in a new land. Her initial experiences in Cuba under Castro are portrayed as traumatic, fueling her
intense anti-Castro sentiments and her drive to protect her family from what she perceives as a

dangerous ideology. Lourdes’s business acumen and her ability to thrive in the capitalist American



system are undeniable. However, her hardened exterior and her often-harsh treatment of her
daughter Felicia reveal the emotional wounds she carries from her past. She represents the struggle
to reconcile cultural identity with the demands of assimilation and the pursuit of a better life.

Felicia del Pino: The Troubled Heir

Felicia is arguably the most tragic figure in "Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia." Her life is
marked by instability, a troubled relationship with her mother, and a deep-seated melancholy. She is
drawn to her grandmother Celia and to the mysticism of her Cuban heritage, seeking solace and
understanding that her mother cannot provide. Felicia’s often erratic behavior and her descent into
mental distress can be interpreted as a manifestation of the unaddressed trauma and the weight of
her family’s history. Her story highlights the fragility of the human psyche when subjected to intense
familial and societal pressures.

Consuelo del Pino: The Silent Observer

Consuelo, Celia’s younger sister, often serves as a silent observer within the family narrative. Her
presence provides a counterpoint to the more dramatic lives of Celia and Lourdes. Consuelo's quiet
existence and her unrequited love for Ivanito, a young revolutionary, offer a different perspective on
how individuals navigated the political landscape. While less central to the plot, her character adds a
layer of realism to the depiction of everyday life in Cuba during those tumultuous times.

Historical Context: Cuba's Revolution and its Aftermath

Understanding "Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" necessitates an awareness of the historical
events that shape its narrative. The novel is deeply embedded in the socio-political landscape of
Cuba, particularly the period surrounding the Cuban Revolution of 1959.

The Rise of Castro and the Shift in Cuban Society

The novel vividly portrays the initial optimism and subsequent disillusionment that characterized the
early years of Fidel Castro's rise to power. Garcia captures the fervor and the promises of a new
Cuba, but also the swift implementation of policies that led to significant social and economic
changes, including the nationalization of industries and the exodus of many Cubans who opposed the
regime. The departure of individuals like Lourdes and her family is a direct consequence of these
political shifts.

The Experience of Exile and the Cuban Diaspora



For many Cubans, the revolution meant exile. "Dreaming in Cuban" provides a poignant look at the
experiences of the Cuban diaspora, particularly in the United States. The novel explores the
challenges of adapting to a new culture, the economic struggles, the political activism, and the
persistent longing for their homeland. The contrast between Lourdes's success in America and her
deep-seated resentment towards Cuba illustrates the complex emotions associated with leaving
one's country.

The Impact of Political Ideology on Family Dynamics

The novel powerfully illustrates how political ideologies can infiltrate and fracture even the most
intimate family relationships. The del Pino family is divided by their allegiances and their
perceptions of the revolution. Celia's adherence to traditional Cuban values and her spiritual beliefs
stand in opposition to Lourdes's embrace of American capitalism and her fervent anti-communism.
These ideological differences create significant emotional and physical distance between them,
demonstrating the profound impact of politics on personal lives.

Cultural Continuity and Resistance

Despite the political turmoil and the diaspora, "Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" also
highlights the resilience of Cuban culture. The characters, whether in Cuba or in exile, often find
solace and connection in shared traditions, music, food, and spiritual practices. The persistence of
Santeria, for example, represents a form of cultural continuity and resistance against the forces that
seek to erase or redefine Cuban identity.

Literary Style and Narrative Structure

Cristina Garcia's distinctive literary style and innovative narrative structure are key to the success
and impact of "Dreaming in Cuban." The novel employs a fragmented yet cohesive approach to
storytelling.

Non-Linear Narrative and Shifting Perspectives

"Dreaming in Cuban" is characterized by its non-linear narrative structure. The story jumps between
different time periods and perspectives, weaving together the voices and experiences of various
family members. This fragmented approach mirrors the disjointed nature of memory, the
complexities of identity, and the impact of political upheaval on individual lives. The shifting
perspectives allow readers to gain a comprehensive understanding of the characters and their
motivations.



Magical Realism and the Supernatural

The novel incorporates elements of magical realism, a literary style that blends fantastical elements
with realistic settings. This is particularly evident in Celia's dreams, her visions, and her connection
to Santeria. These supernatural elements are not presented as mere embellishments but as integral
aspects of the characters' inner lives and their cultural understanding. Garcia uses magical realism
to explore deeper truths about love, loss, and the enduring power of the spirit, connecting the
tangible world with the intangible realm of dreams and spirituality.

Symbolism in Dreaming in Cuban

The novel is rich with symbolism, with objects, places, and events carrying significant meaning. For
instance, the sea often symbolizes longing, separation, and the passage of time. The fragmented
letters and unspoken words represent the communication breakdowns within the family. The vibrant
colors and smells of Cuba, even when recalled from memory, evoke a sense of a lost paradise. Garcia
masterfully employs these symbols to deepen the reader's understanding of the characters'
emotional states and the novel's overarching themes.

The Use of Spanish and Bilingualism

Garcia occasionally incorporates Spanish phrases and words into the English text, reflecting the
bilingual reality of many Cuban Americans. This linguistic choice not only adds authenticity to the
narrative but also underscores the importance of language in preserving cultural heritage and
fostering a sense of identity, especially for those living in diaspora.

The Significance of Dreaming in Cuban in American
Literature

"Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" holds a significant place in American literature for several
reasons, particularly within the context of ethnic and diasporic writing.

A Landmark Cuban-American Narrative

The novel is considered a groundbreaking work in Cuban-American literature, offering a nuanced
and complex portrayal of the Cuban-American experience that moves beyond simplistic stereotypes.
It provided a vital voice for a community whose stories had often been marginalized. The publication
of "Dreaming in Cuban" helped to broaden the landscape of American fiction, showcasing the rich
tapestry of cultures that constitute the nation.



Exploring the Immigrant Experience

As a novel about exile and the immigrant experience, "Dreaming in Cuban" resonates with broader
themes of displacement, adaptation, and the search for belonging that are central to the American
narrative. It explores the challenges and triumphs of those who leave their homelands in pursuit of a
better life, the ways they maintain their cultural heritage, and the ways they are transformed by
their new environments.

Challenging Political Narratives

Garcia's novel offers a personal and deeply human perspective on the political events that have
shaped Cuba and its diaspora. By focusing on the impact of these events on individual lives and
family relationships, the novel challenges dominant political narratives and encourages readers to
consider the human cost of ideological conflict. It presents a more complex and empathetic view of a
contentious political history.

The Role of Women in Shaping History

The emphasis on the women of the del Pino family highlights their agency and their crucial role in
preserving family history, cultural traditions, and emotional resilience. "Dreaming in Cuban" offers a
feminist perspective, showcasing how women often bear the brunt of political upheaval and societal
change, but also how they find strength and create meaning in their lives. This focus on the female
experience adds a vital dimension to the study of history and literature.

Understanding the Symbolism in Dreaming in Cuban

Cristina Garcia masterfully employs symbolism throughout "Dreaming in Cuban" to enrich the
narrative and deepen its thematic resonance. These symbolic elements offer layers of meaning for
astute readers.

The Sea as a Symbol of Connection and Separation

The vast expanse of the ocean separating Cuba and the United States serves as a powerful symbol of
both connection and profound separation. For the exiles, the sea is a physical barrier, a reminder of
what they have lost. Yet, it also represents a continuous link, a conduit for memories and dreams
that transcend physical distance. The ocean's currents can be seen as mirroring the flow of time and
the interconnectedness of the family members across continents.



Dreams as a Manifestation of the Unconscious

Dreams are not merely incidental occurrences in "Dreaming in Cuban"; they are a central
mechanism through which characters process their emotions, memories, and anxieties. Celia's
dreams are particularly vivid and prophetic, often revealing unspoken truths and desires. Felicia’s
fragmented dreams reflect her psychological state and her wrestling with ancestral trauma. The title
itself, "Dreaming in Cuban," emphasizes the significance of this internal world in shaping their
identities and their understanding of their past and present.

The Ruined Country Home as a Metaphor

The dilapidated country home where Celia lives can be interpreted as a metaphor for Cuba itself -
once a place of vibrant life and beauty, now bearing the scars of political revolution and economic
hardship. The overgrown gardens and crumbling structures can symbolize the decay of a nation, but
also the enduring spirit of its people who continue to find beauty and sustenance even in ruin. It
represents a past that is both cherished and damaged.

Letters as Symbols of Communication and Miscommunication

The fragmented and often delayed exchange of letters between the family members symbolizes their
attempts to maintain connection in the face of physical and ideological divides. The content of these
letters, as well as the unspoken thoughts and feelings that accompany them, reveal the complexities
of their relationships and the frequent miscommunications that arise from unresolved issues and
differing perspectives. Letters become carriers of both love and resentment.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Dreaming in
Cuban

"Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia" remains a vital and relevant work of literature, celebrated
for its intricate portrayal of family, identity, and the enduring impact of history. The novel’s
exploration of the del Pino family's struggles with exile, political ideology, and the complexities of
generational relationships offers profound insights into the human condition. Garcia’s masterful use
of non-linear narrative, magical realism, and rich symbolism creates a deeply immersive and
thought-provoking reading experience. The novel not only provides a nuanced understanding of the
Cuban-American experience but also speaks to universal themes of belonging, memory, and the
persistent search for connection in a fractured world. Its legacy lies in its ability to illuminate the
personal consequences of historical events and to celebrate the resilience of the human spirit,
making it a cornerstone of contemporary American literature.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary family at the heart of Cristina Garcia's
"Dreaming in Cuban"?

The novel primarily focuses on the del Pino family, tracing the lives of sisters Celia and Blanca, their
mother Nana, and Celia's daughters, Lourdes and Felicia, along with Lourdes' daughter, Pilar.

What is the significance of the supernatural elements or
magical realism present in "Dreaming in Cuban"?

The magical realism, such as Celia's communion with the sea or Lourdes' prophetic visions, serves to
explore the characters' deep emotional states, the weight of history and memory, and the blurring
lines between reality and the spiritual, particularly in the context of Cuban culture and identity.

How does the novel explore the theme of exile and its impact
on Cuban identity?

"Dreaming in Cuban" depicts the profound sense of displacement and longing experienced by
Cubans who have left the island, as well as the complex relationship those remaining have with the
"other side" and the memories of what was lost.

What role does music and folklore play in the narrative of
"Dreaming in Cuban"?

Music, like the rumba and son, and Cuban folklore are woven throughout the novel, acting as a
cultural anchor, a means of preserving history, and a way for characters to express their emotions,
connect with their heritage, and navigate their identities.

How does Cristina Garcia portray the contrasting ideologies of
communism and capitalism through the characters?

The novel contrasts the characters' experiences and beliefs shaped by Castro's revolution with those
who have emigrated to the United States, highlighting the political divisions, personal sacrifices, and
differing visions for Cuba that arise from these ideologies.

What is the significance of the fragmented narrative structure
in "Dreaming in Cuban"?
The non-linear and multi-perspectival narrative structure mirrors the fractured memories and

experiences of the characters, allowing Garcia to explore the complexities of family relationships,
history, and the multifaceted nature of Cuban identity.



How does the novel address the concept of "dreaming"” beyond
literal sleep?

The title and narrative suggest 'dreaming' as a metaphor for aspirations, hopes, lost memories, and
the subconscious desires that drive the characters, particularly their yearning for connection,
understanding, and a sense of home.

What is the generational conflict depicted in "Dreaming in
Cuban"?

The novel showcases the differing perspectives and experiences between the older generation, who
lived through pre-revolutionary Cuba, and the younger generation, who are grappling with their
heritage from afar and forming their own identities in a new cultural landscape.

What is the relationship between memory and truth in the
novel?

Garcia explores how individual and collective memories are subjective and often intertwined with
fantasy and desire, suggesting that the 'truth' of their past is a fluid concept, constantly
reinterpreted and shaped by the characters' present circumstances and emotional needs.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia, with short descriptions:

1. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz

This novel explores the history of a Dominican family, much like Dreaming in Cuban delves into a
Cuban one, focusing on generations marked by political upheaval and personal struggles. It weaves
together epic narratives with intimate portrayals of love, loss, and the enduring weight of the past.
The story captures the vibrancy and melancholy of diasporic life, resonating with the themes of
identity and belonging found in Garcia's work.

2. The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende

This epic saga chronicles the lives of the Trueba family across several generations in an unnamed
Latin American country, mirroring the multi-generational scope of Dreaming in Cuban. It blends
magical realism with historical events, depicting political turmoil, social change, and the powerful
influence of women within families. The novel’s rich tapestry of characters and their interwoven
destinies offers a similar exploration of family legacy.

3. The Lost City of Z by David Grann

While non-fiction, this book shares a thematic connection through its exploration of a quest for a
hidden world and the enduring power of a singular, obsessive vision. Grann’s meticulous research
into Colonel Percy Fawcett’s disappearance in the Amazon mirrors the way Garcia reconstructs a
family history and its mysteries. Both works are characterized by a deep dive into complex
narratives and the allure of the unknown, offering a compelling look at human ambition and the
legacies left behind.

4. The Autobiography of Malcolm X as told to Alex Haley



This powerful memoir, like Dreaming in Cuban, delves into the shaping of an individual's identity
through personal history, cultural heritage, and transformative experiences. It chronicles Malcolm
X's journey from his early life to his evolution as a political and religious leader, highlighting the
impact of societal forces. The book’s exploration of self-discovery and the complex relationship with
one's roots offers a parallel to the characters’ quests for understanding in Garcia’s novel.

5. One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

This seminal work of magical realism follows the Buendia family over seven generations in the
fictional town of Macondo, sharing Dreaming in Cuban's multi-generational scope and embrace of
the fantastical. The novel masterfully blends myth and history, exploring themes of isolation, love,
war, and the cyclical nature of time. Its rich symbolism and evocative storytelling create a world
deeply rooted in Latin American culture and its often surreal realities.

6. The Queen of the Damned by Anne Rice

This novel, while supernatural, shares a connection through its exploration of ancient histories and
the weight of immense personal legacies. The protagonist, Lestat, grapples with his immortal past
and the origins of his kind, much like the characters in Dreaming in Cuban confront their familial
histories and the secrets they hold. Both books delve into the complexities of memory and the
enduring impact of the past on the present.

7. The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

This novel centers on the Ganguli family, Indian immigrants to the United States, and their
experiences navigating cultural identity and assimilation. It intricately explores the dynamics
between parents and children, and the lingering connections to homeland, much like the Cuban-
American characters in Dreaming in Cuban. Lahiri’s sensitive portrayal of tradition, family
obligations, and the search for belonging will resonate with readers of Garcia's work.

8. Beloved by Toni Morrison

This powerful novel examines the legacy of slavery and its profound impact on individuals and
families, echoing Dreaming in Cuban's exploration of historical trauma and its lingering effects.
Morrison uses elements of the supernatural to portray the emotional and psychological scars of the
past, much like Garcia incorporates magical realism to represent internal states. The book's focus on
memory, history, and the struggle for freedom and identity makes it a compelling companion read.

9. A Brief History of Seven Killings by Marlon James

This ambitious novel, much like Dreaming in Cuban, intertwines personal narratives with sweeping
historical events, in this case focusing on the attempted assassination of Bob Marley and its
aftermath in Jamaica. It offers a multifaceted view of a society marked by political violence and
social unrest, exploring the lives of various characters affected by these forces. The book’s intricate
structure and its exploration of how history shapes individual destinies offer a compelling parallel.
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