
early jamestown colony answer key
The story of the early Jamestown colony is a pivotal chapter in American
history, filled with challenges, triumphs, and critical lessons learned.
Understanding the intricacies of this foundational settlement is crucial for
grasping the development of English colonization in North America. This
comprehensive guide delves into the key aspects of the early Jamestown
colony, serving as an invaluable resource for students, educators, and
history enthusiasts alike. We will explore the motivations behind its
establishment, the harsh realities faced by its early inhabitants, the
significant figures who shaped its destiny, and the pivotal events that
ultimately led to its survival and growth. Prepare to uncover the answers you
need about the early Jamestown colony.
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The Genesis of the Jamestown Settlement:
Motivations and Royal Charter

The establishment of the Jamestown colony in 1607 was not a spontaneous event
but rather the culmination of English ambitions and economic aspirations in
the New World. Driven by a complex mix of economic opportunity, geopolitical
competition with Spain, and a desire to find a westward passage to Asia, the
Virginia Company of London secured a royal charter from King James I. This
charter granted them the authority to explore, colonize, and govern a vast
tract of land in North America. The primary motivation for the investors was
profit, specifically the hope of discovering gold, silver, and other valuable
commodities that would enrich England and provide a return on their



investment. Furthermore, there was a strategic imperative to establish a
foothold in North America before the Spanish could solidify their claims,
thus bolstering England's burgeoning empire and potentially disrupting
Spanish trade routes.

English Motivations for Colonization
Several key factors propelled the English towards establishing a permanent
presence in North America. The economic incentives were paramount, with
investors eager to replicate the successes of the Spanish in the Americas,
particularly their acquisition of vast wealth from gold and silver. The
Virginia Company was structured as a joint-stock company, allowing numerous
individuals to pool their resources and share in both the risks and potential
rewards of the enterprise. Beyond economic gain, national pride and rivalry
played a significant role. England sought to challenge Spain's dominance in
the Americas and to expand its own influence. The idea of spreading
Christianity and civilizing the native populations also served as a veneer
for more pragmatic economic and political goals. The search for a Northwest
Passage remained an underlying, albeit diminishing, motivation, with the hope
that Virginia could serve as a strategic base for such an endeavor.

The Virginia Company of London and its Charter
The Virginia Company of London, established in 1606, was a private entity
granted a charter by King James I. This charter was a crucial legal document
that empowered the company to establish settlements in North America, claim
land, trade with natives, and govern the new colony. The charter also
outlined the responsibilities of the colonists, including the obligation to
send back valuable resources and information to the Crown. The company was
comprised of wealthy merchants, nobles, and adventurers who invested capital
with the expectation of significant profits. The charter provided the legal
framework for the entire endeavor, defining the boundaries of the colony and
the rights and privileges of the settlers, albeit with a significant degree
of royal oversight.

The Voyage and Arrival: Facing the Unknown

The journey to the New World was fraught with peril, and the initial landing
of the Jamestown settlers underscored the immense challenges that awaited
them. In December 1606, three ships—the Susan Constant, the Godspeed, and the
Discovery—departed England carrying 104 men and boys, the first wave of
colonists. The voyage itself was arduous, lasting over four months and
subjecting the passengers to cramped conditions, disease, and the constant
threat of storms and piracy. Upon arrival in the Chesapeake Bay in May 1607,
the leaders of the expedition, appointed by the Virginia Company, debated the
optimal location for settlement. They ultimately chose a peninsula on the



James River, believing it offered strategic advantages, including a navigable
waterway and defensible terrain. However, this initial assessment overlooked
critical environmental factors and the potential for conflict with the
indigenous inhabitants.

The Journey Across the Atlantic
The transatlantic voyage was a defining experience for the early Jamestown
colonists. Limited supplies, poor sanitation, and the psychological toll of
being at sea for an extended period led to significant hardship. Scurvy, a
disease caused by vitamin C deficiency, was a common ailment, and many
succumbed to illness before even reaching their destination. The ships were
small and overcrowded, offering little comfort or privacy. The constant
uncertainty of the journey, coupled with the vastness of the ocean,
undoubtedly tested the resolve of the men. This initial phase of the
colonization effort highlighted the significant risks involved and the sheer
determination required to undertake such an expedition.

Selecting the Site of Jamestown
The decision to establish the colony on the Jamestown peninsula was based on
several perceived advantages. The location offered a defensible position,
being surrounded by water on three sides. The deep waters of the James River
allowed ships to anchor close to shore, facilitating the unloading of
supplies and personnel. The hope was also that the peninsula's location
upstream on the James River would provide a strategic advantage against
Spanish attacks. However, the site proved to be less than ideal. It was
situated in a low-lying marshy area, which harbored mosquitoes carrying
malaria and other diseases. The water source on the peninsula was brackish,
contributing to health problems, and the soil was not particularly fertile
for agriculture. These unforeseen environmental factors would contribute
significantly to the colony's early struggles.

Early Struggles and Hardships: The Starving
Time and Beyond

The initial years of the Jamestown colony were marked by extreme hardship,
disease, starvation, and a profound lack of preparedness. The colonists, many
of whom were gentlemen with little experience in manual labor or survival
skills, were ill-equipped to cope with the harsh realities of the New World.
The Virginia Company had underestimated the challenges of establishing a
settlement and had failed to provide adequate supplies and leadership. This
led to a period of intense suffering, commonly referred to as the "Starving
Time," which nearly extinguished the fledgling colony.



The Brutality of the "Starving Time"
The winter of 1609-1610, known as the "Starving Time," was the most
devastating period in the early history of Jamestown. Following a prolonged
period of conflict with the Powhatan Confederacy and a severe drought that
crippled food supplies, the colony was reduced to desperation. Colonists
resorted to eating anything they could find, including leather, shoes, and
even their own deceased companions. Disease, exacerbated by malnutrition and
poor sanitation, ran rampant. Of the approximately 500 people in the colony
at the beginning of the winter, only about 60 survived by spring. This
harrowing experience served as a stark reminder of the precariousness of life
in the early colony and the critical importance of a sustainable food supply
and effective leadership.

Disease and Environmental Challenges
Beyond starvation, disease was a constant and deadly threat to the Jamestown
settlers. The swampy environment was a breeding ground for mosquitoes that
transmitted malaria, a debilitating and often fatal illness. Dysentery and
typhoid fever were also prevalent, largely due to contaminated water sources
and the lack of proper sanitation. The colonists were also susceptible to
common European diseases to which they had no immunity. The combination of
malnutrition, exposure, and disease created a mortality rate that was
staggering, making the recruitment of new settlers a constant challenge for
the Virginia Company.

Initial Failures in Food Production and Supply
The early Jamestown colonists struggled immensely with establishing a
reliable food supply. Their initial focus on finding gold led to neglect of
agricultural efforts. They were also unfamiliar with the native crops and
farming techniques required for the region. The Virginia Company's reliance
on resupply ships from England proved insufficient, as these voyages were
long and unpredictable. When these supplies were delayed or lost, the colony
was left vulnerable. The failure to develop a self-sustaining food system was
a primary reason for the widespread starvation and the colony's near demise.

Key Figures in the Early Jamestown Colony

The survival and eventual success of the early Jamestown colony were heavily
influenced by the actions and leadership of several pivotal individuals.
These figures, with their varied backgrounds and approaches, navigated
immense challenges, forging relationships, making critical decisions, and
ultimately shaping the destiny of the settlement.



Captain John Smith
Captain John Smith was a seasoned soldier and explorer who played a crucial
role in the early days of Jamestown. His leadership, though sometimes
controversial, was instrumental in keeping the colony from collapsing. Smith
enforced strict discipline, famously stating, "He that will not work shall
not eat." He organized exploration parties, secured vital food supplies
through trade and, at times, forceful acquisition from native tribes, and
helped establish rudimentary governance. His firsthand accounts, though
debated by historians, provide invaluable insights into the early colonial
experience. Smith's capture by the Powhatan and his subsequent "rescue" by
Pocahontas, as he described it, remains one of the most enduring narratives
of this period.

Pocahontas and the Powhatan Confederacy
Pocahontas, the daughter of Chief Powhatan, played a significant, albeit
complex, role in the interactions between the English settlers and the native
Powhatan people. While the romanticized portrayals of her saving John Smith
are debated, her actions and the broader relationship between her people and
the colonists were vital for survival. Initially, the Powhatan provided food
and assistance to the struggling English, likely out of curiosity and a
strategic assessment of their intentions. Pocahontas herself acted as an
intermediary at times, and her eventual marriage to John Rolfe, an English
colonist, represented a period of attempted peace and cultural exchange.

Lord De La Warr
Lord De La Warr, whose real name was Thomas West, arrived in 1610 as the
newly appointed governor of Virginia. His arrival marked a turning point for
the struggling colony. De La Warr brought much-needed supplies, a renewed
sense of order, and a more aggressive approach to dealing with the Powhatan
Confederacy. He reorganized the colonial administration, enforced stricter
military discipline, and implemented policies aimed at increasing the
colony's productivity. While his governorship was relatively short due to ill
health, his decisive leadership and the resources he brought with him were
critical in preventing the abandonment of Jamestown.

Relations with the Powhatan Confederacy

The relationship between the Jamestown settlers and the Powhatan Confederacy,
the dominant indigenous power in the region, was a complex and often volatile
dance of diplomacy, trade, and conflict. The Powhatan, led by Chief Powhatan
(father of Pocahontas), were a sophisticated society with established
political structures and a deep understanding of the land. The initial
interactions were shaped by curiosity and mutual necessity, but this quickly



gave way to tensions fueled by English demands for resources, territorial
expansion, and a fundamental misunderstanding of native customs and political
autonomy.

Initial Interactions and Powhatan's Strategy
When the English first arrived, Chief Powhatan viewed them with a mixture of
curiosity and strategic calculation. He recognized the potential threat and
opportunity presented by these newcomers. Initially, he provided the
colonists with corn and other essential foodstuffs, perhaps intending to keep
them dependent and under his observation. Powhatan’s strategy was to control
the English presence, manage their expansion, and extract whatever benefits
he could. He was a shrewd leader who understood the English desire for
resources and sought to leverage this for his own people's advantage, while
also preparing for potential future conflicts.

Trade, Tensions, and the Anglo-Powhatan Wars
The initial period of fragile peace, facilitated by trade and occasional
diplomatic efforts, eventually deteriorated. As the English population grew
and their demands for land and resources increased, so did the friction.
Disputes over trade goods, the seizure of native lands, and the English
perception of superiority led to escalating tensions. The marriage of
Pocahontas to John Rolfe, while intended to foster peace, did not
fundamentally alter the underlying power dynamics or resolve the core issues.
These tensions ultimately erupted into open conflict, known as the Anglo-
Powhatan Wars, which would plague the colony for decades and profoundly shape
the future of both English settlement and native existence in the region.

The Economic Foundation: From Gold Fever to
Tobacco

The economic success of the Jamestown colony was not an immediate outcome of
its establishment. The initial, fervent pursuit of gold and silver, the
primary economic motivation for the Virginia Company, proved to be a
fruitless endeavor. This early "gold fever" led to neglect of more practical
pursuits, exacerbating the colony's struggles. It was the discovery and
cultivation of a profitable cash crop that ultimately provided the economic
foundation for Jamestown's survival and growth.

The Failure of the Gold Rush
Upon arrival, the colonists were eager to fulfill the expectations of their
investors by discovering precious metals. They spent valuable time and



resources searching for gold, often at the expense of essential survival
tasks like building adequate shelter and securing food. However, their
efforts were in vain. The geological conditions of the region were not
conducive to significant gold deposits, and the colonists lacked the
expertise to locate and extract them even if they had been present. This
misguided focus on a quick profit ultimately hindered the colony's
development and contributed to the severe hardships faced in its early years.

The Introduction and Cultivation of Tobacco
The turning point for Jamestown's economy came with the introduction of a
specific strain of tobacco, developed by John Rolfe. This particular variety
was more palatable to European tastes and proved to be highly lucrative.
Rolfe's successful cultivation of tobacco in 1612 marked the beginning of a
new economic era for Virginia. Tobacco became the colony's primary export,
generating substantial wealth for the Virginia Company and its investors. The
demand for tobacco in England was insatiable, and its profitability
incentivized further expansion, labor, and the development of plantation
agriculture, fundamentally shaping the social and economic landscape of
colonial Virginia.

The Impact of Tobacco on Colonial Development
The cultivation of tobacco had profound and far-reaching consequences for the
development of the Jamestown colony. It transformed the economic orientation
of Virginia, shifting from a speculative venture to a commercially viable
enterprise. The labor-intensive nature of tobacco farming eventually led to
the widespread adoption of indentured servitude and, subsequently, the
institution of chattel slavery to meet the burgeoning labor demands. The
economic success of tobacco also fueled demand for land, leading to increased
westward expansion and further conflict with native populations. In essence,
tobacco became the engine of colonial growth, dictating much of the colony's
social, economic, and political trajectory.

The Arrival of Women and the Development of a
Permanent Colony

The initial Jamestown expedition consisted solely of men and boys, a factor
that significantly hindered the development of a stable and permanent
settlement. The absence of women meant that the colony lacked the social
structures and family units necessary for long-term community building. The
Virginia Company recognized this deficiency and began to send women to the
colony, a crucial step in transforming Jamestown from a precarious outpost
into a more enduring society.



The Necessity of Women for Settlement
The Virginia Company understood that to establish a truly permanent colony,
they needed to attract settlers who intended to make Virginia their home.
This required the presence of women, who would form families, raise children,
and create the social fabric of a lasting community. Without women, the
colony was perceived as a temporary encampment, a place for men to endure
rather than to live. The arrival of women provided the essential element for
societal development, encouraging a sense of permanence and commitment among
the male population.

The First Women and Their Role
The first women to arrive in Jamestown, often referred to as the "Maids of
Jamestown," began arriving in 1608 and 1609. These women were not simply
passive passengers; they were integral to the colony's survival and social
evolution. They took on essential roles in domestic life, contributing to
food preparation, maintaining households, and caring for the sick and
vulnerable. Their presence helped to normalize colonial life and provided a
critical impetus for the establishment of families. The Virginia Company even
encouraged marriage, offering incentives such as land grants to men who
married women arriving from England.

Government and Social Structure in Early
Jamestown

The early Jamestown colony operated under a system of governance established
by the Virginia Company, which evolved as the colony faced different
challenges. The social structure, initially characterized by a rigid
hierarchy with prominent leaders, gradually began to incorporate more diverse
elements as the colony grew.

The Council and the Governor
The Virginia Company charter stipulated the formation of a council of
thirteen members, who would govern the colony and elect a president from
among themselves. This council was responsible for making key decisions
regarding defense, resource management, and interactions with native
populations. However, internal disputes and the constant threat of disaster
often led to a lack of stable leadership. Later, the appointment of a
governor, such as Lord De La Warr, provided a more centralized and
authoritative form of command, which was essential for maintaining order and
implementing company policies.



Social Hierarchy and Labor
The social hierarchy in early Jamestown was largely determined by one's
status in England and their role in the colony. Gentlemen, who often held
positions of leadership, were at the top. Below them were artisans, skilled
laborers, and then the vast majority of the population: the common laborers
and indentured servants. Indentured servants, who agreed to work for a set
number of years in exchange for passage to America, formed the backbone of
the colonial labor force, particularly for the burgeoning tobacco
plantations. The strict social distinctions, coupled with the harsh living
conditions, created a unique and often challenging social environment.

The Significance of the Early Jamestown Colony

The early Jamestown colony, despite its numerous struggles and near failures,
holds immense significance in the broader narrative of American history. It
represents the first permanent English settlement in North America, a
testament to English persistence and a crucial stepping stone for future
colonization efforts. The lessons learned in Jamestown, though often brutal,
informed subsequent colonial ventures and shaped the very foundations of what
would become the United States.

The First Permanent English Settlement
Jamestown's successful, albeit difficult, establishment in 1607 marked a
pivotal moment. It demonstrated that English colonization in North America
was indeed feasible, dispelling earlier notions of insurmountable obstacles.
This success inspired further investment and settlement, leading to the
establishment of other colonies along the Atlantic coast, such as Plymouth
and later Massachusetts Bay. Jamestown served as a vital proving ground,
providing invaluable experience in areas such as resource management,
defense, and relations with indigenous peoples.

Lessons Learned for Future Colonization
The myriad of challenges faced by the early Jamestown settlers provided
critical lessons for future colonial endeavors. The disastrous "Starving
Time" highlighted the absolute necessity of adequate supplies, efficient food
production, and robust agricultural planning. The ongoing conflicts with the
Powhatan Confederacy underscored the importance of understanding and
respecting native cultures and establishing more sustainable diplomatic
relations. Furthermore, the economic reliance on tobacco revealed the
potential for lucrative cash crops to drive colonial economies, but also
foreshadowed the ethical and social complexities that would arise from such
an economic model, including the growth of slavery. The early struggles at
Jamestown were a harsh but effective education for the English Crown and its



colonial ventures.

Conclusion

The early Jamestown colony's journey was a testament to human resilience in
the face of extraordinary adversity. From the initial hopes of finding riches
to the grim realities of starvation and disease, the settlers endured trials
that would have extinguished lesser ventures. The Virginia Company's charter,
the arduous voyage, the strategic site selection, and the pivotal roles of
figures like Captain John Smith and Pocahontas all contribute to the complex
tapestry of this foundational chapter. The eventual economic salvation found
in tobacco cultivation and the gradual development of a more stable social
structure, including the arrival of women, transformed a precarious outpost
into the first permanent English settlement in North America. The enduring
significance of the early Jamestown colony lies not only in its survival but
in the invaluable lessons it imparted, shaping the future course of English
colonization and the nascent nation that would eventually emerge.
Understanding the early Jamestown colony answer key provides critical insight
into the origins of American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary reason for the establishment of
the Jamestown colony?
The primary reason for the establishment of Jamestown was economic. The
Virginia Company of London sought to find gold and other profitable resources
in the New World to enrich England.

Who was the principal leader of the Jamestown colony
during its early, challenging years?
Captain John Smith was the principal leader who enforced discipline and trade
with the Powhatan Confederacy, significantly contributing to the colony's
survival.

What was the name of the indigenous people who
inhabited the land where Jamestown was established?
The indigenous people who inhabited the land were the Powhatan Confederacy, a
powerful group of Native American tribes led by Chief Powhatan.



What was the 'Starving Time' and when did it occur
in the Jamestown colony?
The 'Starving Time' was a period of severe famine and hardship that occurred
during the winter of 1609-1610. Of the roughly 500 colonists, only about 60
survived due to lack of food, disease, and conflict.

What crop eventually became the economic salvation
of the Jamestown colony?
Tobacco became the economic salvation of the Jamestown colony. John Rolfe's
cultivation of a new, sweet-tasting strain of tobacco made it a highly
profitable export for England.

What significant event in 1619 marked a turning
point for the Jamestown colony?
The arrival of the first Africans in 1619 marked a significant turning point.
They were brought to Jamestown and served as indentured servants, initiating
the long and complex history of slavery in Virginia.

What was the significance of the House of Burgesses,
established in Jamestown in 1619?
The House of Burgesses was the first representative assembly in colonial
America. It allowed for elected representatives to make laws, marking an
early step towards self-governance in the English colonies.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the early Jamestown Colony, with
descriptions:

1. _Jamestown: The Beginning_
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the initial years of the
Jamestown settlement, from its founding in 1607 through its early struggles.
It delves into the motivations of the Virginia Company, the challenges faced
by the colonists, and the complex interactions with the Powhatan Confederacy.
Readers will gain a solid understanding of the key figures and events that
shaped this pivotal moment in American history.

2. _Captain John Smith: His Life and Legend_
This biography explores the life of one of Jamestown's most prominent and
controversial figures, Captain John Smith. It examines his early adventures,
his leadership within the colony, and the famous story of his rescue by
Pocahontas. The book critically analyzes his writings and his enduring impact
on the narrative of early American settlement.



3. _The Powhatan Confederacy: A History_
This title shifts the focus to the indigenous people who inhabited the land
where Jamestown was established. It details the political structure, culture,
and daily life of the Powhatan Confederacy under Chief Powhatan. The book
provides crucial insight into the Native American perspective on the arrival
of the English and the ensuing relationships.

4. _Starving Time: The Jamestown Disaster_
This book zeroes in on the brutal winter of 1609-1610, known as the "Starving
Time," when Jamestown nearly collapsed. It graphically describes the extreme
famine, disease, and despair that plagued the settlers. The narrative
highlights the colonists' desperate measures for survival and the factors
that led to such widespread mortality.

5. _Pocahontas and the English: A Story of Survival_
This work examines the intricate relationship between Pocahontas, daughter of
Chief Powhatan, and the English colonists, particularly John Smith and John
Rolfe. It goes beyond the popular myth to explore the political and social
dynamics at play, as well as Pocahontas's life and her later experiences in
England. The book offers a nuanced look at this iconic historical figure.

6. _The First Virginians: The Powhatan Legacy_
This book delves into the long-term impact of the Powhatan people and their
culture on the region that became Virginia. It traces their history before
and after the arrival of the English, discussing their resilience and the
ways in which their influence persisted. The title emphasizes the importance
of understanding the indigenous presence in shaping the early colonial
landscape.

7. _Tobacco: The Crop That Saved Jamestown_
This book details the discovery and cultivation of tobacco as a viable cash
crop by John Rolfe. It explains how this single agricultural innovation
transformed the economic prospects of the Jamestown colony, shifting it from
near-failure to a more sustainable enterprise. The narrative underscores the
economic drivers behind English colonization.

8. _The Virginia Company: Investors and Empire_
This title focuses on the English joint-stock company that sponsored the
Jamestown expedition. It investigates the motivations, the financial backing,
and the governance of the Virginia Company. The book explores the complex
relationship between the company's ambitions for profit and the harsh
realities faced by the colonists on the ground.

9. _Early American Settlement: Jamestown's Footprint_
This book places Jamestown within the broader context of early European
exploration and colonization in North America. It compares and contrasts the
experiences of Jamestown with other early settlements, analyzing what made
Jamestown unique and its lasting influence. The title highlights the
foundational role of the Jamestown experiment in the development of English
North America.
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