easy folk songs to play on guitar

The journey of learning guitar is an exciting one, filled with the promise of strumming your favorite
tunes. For many aspiring guitarists, the initial hurdle is finding songs that are both enjoyable to play
and accessible to beginners. Fortunately, the world of folk music is a treasure trove of such melodies.
Easy folk songs to play on guitar are abundant, offering simple chord progressions and familiar
melodies that build confidence and musicality. This article is your ultimate guide to discovering and
mastering these accessible folk classics, providing a clear path for anyone looking to make music on
their acoustic or electric guitar. We'll explore essential chords, techniques, and a curated selection of
widely recognized easy folk songs perfect for your guitar playing repertoire.
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Introduction to Easy Folk Songs on Guitar

Embarking on a guitar-playing adventure often begins with the desire to strum along to songs that
resonate deeply. The realm of folk music offers an unparalleled starting point for aspiring guitarists.
These songs are characterized by their simple, repetitive chord structures, relatable lyrical themes,
and often, a gentle, melodic appeal that makes them incredibly satisfying to learn and perform.
Finding easy folk songs to play on guitar isn't just about picking up a new hobby; it's about connecting
with a rich musical tradition and building a solid foundation for your guitar skills. This article aims to
demystify the process, guiding you through essential chords, fundamental techniques, and a
handpicked selection of iconic folk tunes that are perfect for beginners. Whether you're strumming
around a campfire or practicing in your living room, these easy folk songs will soon become your go-to
repertoire.

Why Folk Songs Are Great for Beginners

The accessibility of folk music makes it an ideal genre for those new to the guitar. Many folk songs
rely on a limited set of common chords, often referred to as "cowboy chords" or "open chords." This
means you won't need to master complex barre chords or intricate fingerings right away. The
strumming patterns are typically straightforward, allowing beginners to focus on smooth chord
transitions and maintaining a steady rhythm. The emphasis in folk music is often on storytelling and
melody, which can be more forgiving than genres that demand rapid-fire solos or complex rhythmic
interplay. Learning easy folk songs to play on guitar provides a sense of accomplishment early on,
fostering motivation and encouraging continued practice. The repetitive nature of many folk melodies
also aids in memorization and reinforces muscle memory in your fretting and strumming hands.



Essential Guitar Chords for Easy Folk Songs

To effectively play a wide variety of easy folk songs, a foundational understanding of a few key guitar
chords is essential. These fundamental shapes form the backbone of countless beloved tunes.
Mastering these chords will unlock a vast library of musical possibilities and allow you to progress
quickly.

The Mighty G, C, and D Chords

The G major, C major, and D major chords are arguably the most important chords in popular music,
and especially in folk music. They appear together in an astonishing number of songs. Learning to
switch smoothly between these three chords will immediately enable you to play hundreds of easy
folk songs. The G chord typically involves fingers on the 3rd fret of the low E string, 2nd fret of the A
string, and 3rd fret of the high E string. The C major chord is played with fingers on the 1st fret of the
B string, 2nd fret of the D string, and 3rd fret of the A string. The D major chord is formed by placing
fingers on the 2nd fret of the G string, 3rd fret of the high E string, and 2nd fret of the B string.

Introducing Am and Em

Adding the A minor (Am) and E minor (Em) chords to your repertoire significantly expands your ability
to play easy folk songs. These chords often provide a slightly more melancholic or reflective feel,
common in many folk ballads. The Am chord is played with fingers on the 1st fret of the B string, 2nd
fret of the D string, and 2nd fret of the G string. The Em chord is one of the easiest to learn, requiring
only fingers on the 2nd fret of the A and D strings.

Adding F and E (and their variations)

While the F major chord can be challenging for beginners due to its barre shape, there are often
simplified "easy F" variations that utilize only open strings and a few fretted notes. For instance, an F
chord can be played using the 1st fret of the B string, 2nd fret of the G string, 3rd fret of the D string,
and 3rd fret of the A string (though this is not a standard F major). The E major chord is also quite
simple, with fingers placed on the 1st fret of the G string, 2nd fret of the A string, and 2nd fret of the
D string. Including these, along with their minor counterparts (like E major and A major if you're
feeling adventurous), provides a richer palette for your easy folk song selections.

Key Guitar Techniques for Folk Music

Beyond knowing the chords, developing a few fundamental guitar techniques will elevate your playing
of easy folk songs. These techniques are the building blocks that bring the music to life and allow for
a more engaging and enjoyable playing experience.

Basic Strumming Patterns

Strumming is the rhythmic foundation of most folk songs. For beginners, simple downstrokes on the



beat are a great starting point. As you gain confidence, you can introduce upstrokes. A very common
and effective strumming pattern is "down, down-up, down-up." This pattern provides a lively yet
accessible rhythm. Experiment with different strumming patterns to see how they change the feel of a
song. The key is to maintain a consistent tempo and feel the pulse of the music.

Fingerpicking Fundamentals

While strumming is prevalent, many easy folk songs also lend themselves beautifully to fingerpicking.
Fingerpicking involves using your fingers to pluck individual strings rather than using a pick. A basic
fingerpicking pattern often involves alternating between the thumb (playing bass notes) and index,
middle, and ring fingers (playing melody or harmony notes). For instance, a simple pattern could be
thumb, index, middle, index, repeatedly. This technique adds a delicate and intricate texture to
songs.

Chord Changes Made Easy

The most significant challenge for beginners is often transitioning smoothly between chords. Practice
is paramount. A helpful strategy is to practice changing between two chords repeatedly, for example,
Gto C, Cto G, and so on. Focus on moving all your fingers at once rather than one by one. Anticipate
the next chord shape as you finish playing the current one. Slowing down the song and focusing on
clean, deliberate chord changes will build speed and fluidity over time. Many online resources offer
visual aids and exercises specifically designed to improve chord transitions.

Top Easy Folk Songs to Play on Guitar

Now that you have a grasp of the essential chords and techniques, it's time to dive into some of the
best easy folk songs to play on guitar. These tunes are widely recognized, relatively simple to learn,
and incredibly rewarding.

e "Blowin' in the Wind" by Bob Dylan

This iconic protest song primarily uses G, C, and D chords, with a touch of Em. Its simple
strumming pattern and repetitive structure make it a perfect early song to learn.

e "Leaving on a Jet Plane" by John Denver

Another classic, this song relies heavily on G, C, and D, with the occasional Em. The melody is
straightforward, and the chord changes are manageable for beginners.

e "This Land Is Your Land" by Woody Guthrie

A cornerstone of American folk music, this song typically uses G, C, and D, often with Am. Its
message of unity and simple melody make it a joy to play.



e "House of the Rising Sun" (Traditional)

While often associated with The Animals, this traditional folk ballad has a hauntingly beautiful
melody and a repeating chord progression (Am, C, D, F, Am, E, Am) that, with a simplified F, is
very achievable.

* "Jolene" by Dolly Parton

This beloved country-folk tune primarily uses Am, C, G, and Em. Its driving rhythm and
memorable melody make it a crowd-pleaser.

¢ "Ring of Fire" by Johnny Cash

A staple of country and folk music, "Ring of Fire" is usually played with G, C, and D. Its
distinctive mariachi horn line can be hinted at with simple strumming.

e "Country Roads" by John Denver

This beloved anthem of home and belonging uses G, C, D, and Em. The chord changes are well-
paced for beginners, and the melody is instantly recognizable.

e "Sweet Home Alabama" by Lynyrd Skynyrd (simplified)

While a rock song, its main riff and chorus are often simplified for acoustic guitar and use D, C,
and G. Learning a simplified version is a great stepping stone.

e "Wonderwall" by Oasis (often considered folk-rock)

This modern classic is a great example of how folk sensibilities can blend with rock. It primarily
uses Em7, G, Dsus4, and A7sus4, which can be approached with practice, or simplified versions
exist.

e "Knockin' on Heaven's Door" by Bob Dylan

Another Dylan masterpiece, this song features a simple G, D, Am, and C progression. Its
melancholic yet hopeful tune makes it incredibly popular for learning guitar.



Tips for Mastering Easy Folk Songs

The path to mastering any song, even the easiest folk songs to play on guitar, involves more than just
learning the chords and lyrics. Consistent practice and a few strategic tips can make a significant
difference in your progress and enjoyment.

e Start slow: Don't be afraid to play the song at a much slower tempo than it's meant to be
played. This allows you to focus on clean chord changes and accurate strumming.

e Use a metronome: A metronome is your best friend for developing a consistent sense of rhythm
and timing.

e Listen actively: Pay close attention to how the original artist plays the song. This includes the
strumming patterns, tempo, and any subtle nuances.

» Break it down: If a song has a particularly tricky section, isolate it and practice just that part
repeatedly until it becomes easier.

* Sing along: Once you're comfortable with the chords, try singing the lyrics while you play. This
helps solidify the song's structure and rhythm.

e Record yourself: Hearing your own playing can be incredibly insightful. You'll be able to identify
areas that need improvement.

» Be patient: Learning any new skill takes time and dedication. Celebrate your small victories and
don't get discouraged by setbacks.

Where to Find Resources for Easy Folk Guitar Songs

The internet is a vast resource for learning easy folk songs to play on guitar. Numerous websites,
YouTube channels, and apps are dedicated to providing guitar lessons and tabs for beginner-friendly
tunes. Look for sites that offer:

e Chord diagrams: Clear visual representations of how to form each chord.
e Tablature (tabs): Guitar notation that shows you which frets to press and strings to strum.

* Video tutorials: Step-by-step guides that demonstrate strumming patterns, chord changes, and
fingerpicking techniques.

¢ Printable song sheets: Often with lyrics and chords displayed together for easy reference.

e Forums and communities: Places where you can ask questions and connect with other guitar
learners.

Many educational platforms also offer structured courses designed specifically for beginner guitarists,
often featuring a selection of easy folk songs as part of their curriculum. Don't underestimate the



value of local music shops or community centers, which may offer in-person lessons or workshops.

Conclusion: Your Folk Guitar Journey Begins

Learning easy folk songs to play on guitar is a rewarding and accessible entry point into the world of
music. By focusing on fundamental chords like G, C, D, Am, and Em, and practicing basic strumming
and fingerpicking techniques, you can quickly start playing a wide variety of beloved melodies. The
songs highlighted in this article, from Bob Dylan's poignant lyrics to John Denver's heartfelt tunes, are
just the beginning of your musical exploration. With consistent practice, patience, and the wealth of
resources available, you'll find yourself strumming and singing your way through the rich tradition of
folk music. Your guitar journey is now officially underway, filled with the promise of many easy folk
songs to master and enjoy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the easiest folk songs for beginner
guitarists to learn?

Many easy folk songs utilize simple chord progressions like G-C-D, Am-G-C, or Em-C-G. Think of
classics like 'Blowin' in the Wind' by Bob Dylan, 'Leaving on a Jet Plane' by John Denver, 'l Walk the
Line' by Johnny Cash, and 'Hallelujah' by Leonard Cohen. These often feature open chords and
straightforward strumming patterns.

Which folk songs are good for practicing basic strumming
patterns on guitar?

Songs with a steady, uncomplicated rhythm are ideal. 'Big Rock Candy Mountain' or 'This Land Is Your
Land' are great for practicing down-up strumming. 'Country Roads' by John Denver is also good for
developing a consistent strumming hand. The key is to focus on timing and rhythm rather than
complex chord changes.

Are there any fingerstyle folk songs that are relatively easy to
learn on guitar?

Yes, some folk songs lend themselves well to simple fingerpicking. 'Freight Train' is a classic blues/folk
tune with a repeating bass line and melody that's accessible for beginners. 'House of the Rising Sun'
can also be adapted for easier fingerstyle arrangements. Start with simple alternating thumb and
finger patterns.

What makes a folk song 'easy' to play on guitar?

Ease in folk songs typically comes from a few factors: a limited number of chords (often 3-4), common
open chords that are easy to fret, a simple and repetitive chord progression, and a straightforward
strumming or picking pattern. Avoid complex barre chords or intricate melodies for an easier learning
experience.



Where can | find easy chord charts or tabs for folk songs?

Numerous websites offer free guitar tabs and chord charts. Popular resources include Ultimate-
Guitar.com, Chordify.net, and GuitarTabs.cc. Many of these sites allow you to filter by difficulty level,
making it easier to find beginner-friendly folk tunes.

Can | play popular folk songs with just a few basic chords?

Absolutely! Many beloved folk songs are built around a handful of common open chords. For instance,
songs like 'Knockin' on Heaven's Door' (G-D-Am-C) or '‘Wonderwall' (Em-G-D-A and variants) are often
played with just a few chords, although 'Wonderwall' might be considered slightly more intermediate

due to its capo usage and specific strumming.

What are some good folk songs to learn if I'm looking to sing
along while playing?

For singing and playing, look for folk songs with a clear, consistent melody and a relatively simple
chord progression that doesn't demand too much of your attention. 'Hey, Soul Sister' by Train (though
pop-folk) is popular and uses simple chords. 'Sweet Caroline' by Neil Diamond is another crowd-
pleaser with easy chords and a memorable melody. Focus on songs where the strumming pattern is
easy to maintain while vocalizing.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to easy folk songs to play on guitar:

1. The Ultimate Easy Guitar Songbook: Folk Favorites

This collection is designed for beginners and features a wide array of beloved folk songs. Each song is
presented with clear chord diagrams and simple strumming patterns, making it accessible for those
new to the guitar. You'll find classics that are perfect for singalongs and campfire sessions, all
arranged for easy playability.

2. _Strum Your Heart Out: Acoustic Folk Hits_

Explore a curated selection of popular folk tunes that are renowned for their simple yet effective
guitar arrangements. The book focuses on essential chords and straightforward rhythms, ensuring a
rewarding learning experience. It’s an ideal resource for anyone looking to quickly build a repertoire
of familiar acoustic songs.

3. Folk Guitar for Beginners: Play Your First Songs_

This beginner-friendly guide breaks down the fundamentals of folk guitar playing, leading you through
easy-to-learn songs. It emphasizes common open chords and basic fingerpicking patterns suitable for
a gentle introduction to the instrument. The progression of songs is designed to build confidence and

musical skill.

4. Campfire Chords: Simple Folk Songs for Guitar_

Capture the spirit of outdoor gatherings with this collection of easy-to-play folk anthems. The book
prioritizes songs that can be learned and performed with just a few basic chords, making it perfect for
impromptu jam sessions. Each arrangement is crafted to sound full and engaging without complex
techniques.



5. Easy Acoustic Folk: A Guitarist's First Guide

Designed with the absolute beginner in mind, this book provides a gentle entry into the world of folk
guitar. It covers essential techniques and presents a repertoire of straightforward folk songs that will
have you playing recognizable melodies in no time. The clear notation and helpful tips make learning
enjoyable and efficient.

6. _The Little Book of Easy Folk Guitar_

This compact and portable guide offers a treasure trove of simple folk songs for the budding quitarist.
It features well-known tunes with stripped-down chord charts and easy-to-follow instructions. It's the
perfect companion for anyone wanting to start playing folk music on their acoustic guitar.

7. First Folk Guitar: 50 Beloved Songs Made Simple

Discover 50 iconic folk songs, all simplified for easy guitar performance. The book focuses on using
the most common open chords and provides clear, easy-to-read tablature and chord diagrams. It's an
excellent way to expand your songbook with instantly recognizable tunes.

8. Your First Folk Song: A Guitar Method for Beginners_

This instructional book not only provides a collection of easy folk songs but also guides you through
the process of learning them. It introduces fundamental guitar techniques and gradually builds your
skills with each song presented. The focus is on empowering you to play and enjoy folk music.

9. Simply Strum: Easy Folk Guitar Collection_

This collection is all about making folk music accessible to everyone with a guitar. It features a
selection of popular folk songs that have been simplified for easy strumming and chord changes. The
arrangements are designed to sound great with minimal effort, ideal for new guitarists.
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