easy songs to play on the mandolin

Learning a new instrument can be incredibly rewarding, and the mandolin, with its bright, cheerful
sound and relatively straightforward tuning, is a fantastic choice for beginners. If you're just starting
out and wondering which melodies will be within your reach, you're in the right place. This article is
designed to guide you through a selection of easy songs to play on the mandolin, perfect for building
your skills and confidence. We'll explore popular tunes spanning various genres, discuss essential
techniques for mandolin beginners, and offer tips on how to approach learning these accessible
pieces. Get ready to strum your way to musical success with these beginner-friendly mandolin songs.
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Why the Mandolin is Great for Beginners

The mandolin's appeal as a beginner instrument stems from several key factors. Its compact size
makes it comfortable to hold and manipulate, even for those with smaller hands. The standard
tuning of G-D-A-E across its four courses of strings is the same as a violin, which can be helpful if
you have prior string instrument experience or are learning both. Furthermore, the mandolin's
doubled strings create a rich, resonant sound that can be forgiving of minor imperfections in
technique, allowing you to produce a pleasant tone relatively quickly. This inherent musicality
means that even simple chord progressions and melodies sound vibrant and engaging, providing
immediate positive reinforcement for new players.

Compared to other fretted instruments like the guitar, the mandolin has fewer strings and a shorter
neck, which can reduce the complexity of finger placement and chord shapes. This simplicity allows
new players to focus on fundamental skills such as picking, strumming, and basic chord changes
without feeling overwhelmed. The portability of the mandolin also means you can practice and play
it almost anywhere, fostering consistent engagement with the instrument.



Essential Mandolin Techniques for Beginners

To tackle any of the easy songs to play on the mandolin, mastering a few fundamental techniques is
crucial. These techniques form the building blocks for more complex playing and will ensure you can
produce a clear, consistent sound.

The Mandolin Pick (Plectrum)

Using a pick, or plectrum, is standard for mandolin playing. For beginners, a medium-gauge pick is
often recommended. It offers a good balance between the flexibility needed for strumming and the
rigidity required for single-note picking. Experimenting with different pick thicknesses can help you
find what feels most comfortable and produces the sound you desire. Holding the pick correctly -
between your thumb and the side of your index finger - is vital for control and tone production.

Strumming Techniques

Strumming is a core element of mandolin playing, especially for many folk and popular tunes. The
most basic strum involves a downward motion of the pick across all strings. As you progress, you'll
want to develop an up-and-down strumming pattern for a more rhythmic feel. The key is a relaxed
wrist, allowing for fluidity and control. Many easy mandolin songs rely on simple, steady strumming
patterns that can be learned with practice.

Picking Techniques

Picking individual notes is essential for playing melodies. The most fundamental picking technique is
the alternate pick, where you alternate between downstrokes and upstrokes. This creates a smooth,
consistent flow of notes. For many easy mandolin songs, mastering this alternate picking motion will
allow you to play melodies accurately. Accuracy in hitting the correct string with the right amount of
force is also important for a clean sound.

Basic Chord Shapes

Understanding and executing basic chord shapes is paramount for playing songs. For the mandolin,
many beginner-friendly songs utilize simple, open chords. These often involve placing just one or two
fingers on the fretboard. Familiarizing yourself with common major and minor chords like C, G, D, A,
E, Am, and Em will open up a vast library of songs.

Chop Chord

A signature mandolin technique is the "chop chord." This involves muting the strings with the side of
your picking hand immediately after strumming a chord. The result is a percussive, rhythmic
"thump" rather than a sustained sound. This chop is incredibly effective in creating a driving rhythm
in bluegrass and folk music, and many easy songs can be enhanced by incorporating it. Learning to
mute the strings effectively while maintaining a steady strum is a valuable skill.



Easy Songs to Play on the Mandolin: Folk and
Traditional

The folk and traditional music genres are a treasure trove of easy songs to play on the mandolin,
largely due to their often simple chord structures and memorable melodies. These tunes are perfect
for building confidence and getting comfortable with the instrument.

"Amazing Grace"

"Amazing Grace" is a timeless classic that translates beautifully to the mandolin. Its simple,
repetitive melody is easy to learn by ear or by following sheet music. The chords typically involved
are G, C, and D, which are fundamental for any beginner. The slow tempo allows for precise picking
and clean chord changes, making it an excellent piece for practicing smooth transitions.

"Oh! Susanna"

This cheerful Stephen Foster tune is another fantastic choice for beginner mandolin players. The
melody is very recognizable and can be played in single notes or simplified chord strumming.
Common chords like C, G, and D are sufficient to play along. The upbeat nature of the song makes
practice enjoyable, and it’s a great piece to learn to accompany yourself singing.

"Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star"

A universally recognized melody, "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star" is ideal for learning single-note
melodies. The limited number of notes and the predictable phrasing make it easy to memorize and
play cleanly. This song is excellent for developing your picking accuracy and finger dexterity on the
fretboard. You can also experiment with simple chords to accompany the melody.

"Yankee Doodle"

"Yankee Doodle" is a patriotic American folk song with a lively rhythm and a straightforward melody.
The chord progression is typically simple, often revolving around C, G, and F chords, although F can
be simplified for beginners. Its rhythmic nature also provides a good opportunity to practice steady
strumming patterns and perhaps introduce the mandolin chop.

"House of the Rising Sun" (Traditional/The Animals version
simplified)

While The Animals' rendition is more complex, the traditional folk version of "House of the Rising
Sun" can be simplified for beginners. The iconic arpeggiated intro can be broken down into
individual notes, and the chord progression (Am, C, D, F, E) can be tackled with simplified voicings.
Focusing on the main melody and a basic chord progression is a great starting point for this
hauntingly beautiful song.



Easy Songs to Play on the Mandolin: Popular Music

Once you've got a handle on some traditional tunes, branching out into popular music can be
incredibly motivating. Many pop songs have relatively simple chord structures and memorable
melodies that are perfect for the mandolin.

"Knockin' on Heaven's Door" by Bob Dylan

This iconic song by Bob Dylan is famously easy to play on many instruments, and the mandolin is no
exception. The primary chords are G, D, Am, and C. The slow, steady tempo and repetitive chord
changes make it ideal for practicing transitions and developing a consistent strumming pattern. The
melody itself is also quite accessible for mandolin players.

"Hey Jude" by The Beatles

The iconic outro of "Hey Jude" is relatively simple to play on the mandolin. The core chords are
typically G, D, Em, C, and Bm. You can focus on strumming these chords with a steady rhythm, and
even a simplified version of the melody is recognizable. This song is great for practicing longer
chord progressions.

"I Walk the Line" by Johnny Cash

This classic country tune features a simple, driving rhythm and a straightforward chord progression.
The primary chords are E, A, and B7. The key is in the steady strumming and the clear, crisp
mandolin sound. It’s a fantastic song for developing your rhythmic feel and learning to play in a
country style.

"Brown Eyed Girl" by Van Morrison

Van Morrison’s upbeat hit "Brown Eyed Girl" is a fun and accessible song for mandolin players. The
main chords are G, C, D, and Em. The upbeat tempo and the catchy melody make it a joy to play. You
can experiment with different strumming patterns to capture the song's energetic feel.

"Sweet Caroline" by Neil Diamond

"Sweet Caroline" is another singalong favorite that's perfect for the mandolin. The chords are
typically G, D, Em, and C. The song has a strong, recognizable melody and a driving chorus that's
ideal for practicing enthusiastic strumming. Learning this song will certainly get you noticed at
gatherings.



Easy Songs to Play on the Mandolin: Blues and Beyond

While mandolins are often associated with folk and bluegrass, their versatility extends to other
genres like blues. Learning blues tunes can introduce new scales, rhythms, and a different approach
to playing.

Basic 12-Bar Blues Progression

Understanding the 12-bar blues progression is fundamental for playing blues music. On the
mandolin, this can be simplified to chords like G, C, and D. You can practice strumming through the
progression with a steady rhythm or try playing a simple blues melody over it. This is an excellent
way to build your improvisational skills later on.

"Jambalaya (On the Bayou)" by Hank Williams

While often categorized as country, "Jambalaya" has a strong Cajun and blues influence. The chords
are typically C, F, and G. The song's infectious rhythm and simple melody make it a great choice for
practicing your chord changes and getting a feel for a slightly different musical flavor. The lively
tempo is also a good challenge.

"Row, Row, Row Your Boat" (Bluesy Interpretation)

Even children's songs can be adapted for a bluesy feel on the mandolin. By changing the strumming
pattern and perhaps adding some bluesy chord voicings or passing tones, you can give a familiar
melody a completely new character. This exercise is great for developing your ear and
understanding how rhythm and harmony create different moods.

Tips for Learning Easy Mandolin Songs

Learning any new instrument requires patience and a strategic approach. Here are some tips to help
you master these easy songs to play on the mandolin efficiently and enjoyably.

e Start Slow: Always begin by practicing new songs at a slow tempo. This allows you to focus on
accuracy in your picking, strumming, and chord changes without rushing. Use a metronome to
maintain a steady beat.

e Break It Down: Don't try to learn an entire song at once. Instead, break it down into smaller
sections, such as a verse, chorus, or even just a few measures. Master each section before
moving on to the next.

¢ Learn Chords First: Before attempting a song, ensure you're comfortable with the required
chord shapes. Practice transitioning between the chords smoothly until it becomes second
nature.



e Listen Actively: Listen to recordings of the songs you're learning. Pay attention to the tempo,
rhythm, and any subtle nuances in the playing. This will help you understand how the song
should sound.

e Use Tablature and Chord Charts: Mandolin tablature (tabs) and chord charts are invaluable
resources for beginners. Tabs show you exactly where to place your fingers on the fretboard
for melodies, while chord charts illustrate the finger positions for chords.

e Practice Regularly: Consistency is key. Short, frequent practice sessions are more effective
than one long session once a week. Aim for 15-30 minutes of focused practice daily.

e Play Along with Recordings: Once you're comfortable with a song, try playing along with
the original recording or a backing track. This helps you develop timing and get a feel for
playing with others.

e Don't Be Afraid to Simplify: If a particular part of a song is too challenging, don't hesitate to
simplify it. For example, you might use a simpler strumming pattern or omit certain notes in a
melody until your skills improve.

¢ Record Yourself: Recording your practice sessions can be a powerful learning tool. You can
listen back to identify areas where you need improvement, such as timing issues or unclear
notes.

e Find a Teacher or Online Resources: If you're struggling, consider taking lessons from a
qualified mandolin teacher. Online tutorials and courses can also provide structured learning
paths and helpful demonstrations.

Conclusion: Your Mandolin Journey Begins

Embarking on your musical journey with the mandolin is an exciting adventure, and starting with a
repertoire of easy songs to play on the mandolin is the perfect way to build a strong foundation.
From the timeless melodies of folk music to the popular hits that resonate with us, there's a vast
array of accessible tunes waiting for you to master. By focusing on essential techniques like proper
picking, strumming, and chord formation, and by practicing diligently and strategically, you'll find
yourself progressing quickly. The mandolin's bright, cheerful tone will soon fill your home with
music, providing immense satisfaction and opening the door to countless more musical possibilities.
So pick up your mandolin, practice these easy songs, and enjoy the rewarding process of making
music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some beginner-friendly songs that are popular right
now and easy to play on the mandolin?

Many modern folk and pop songs with simple chord progressions are trending and accessible for



beginners. Think songs like 'Ho Hey' by The Lumineers, 'Riptide’ by Vance Joy, or even simplified
versions of popular country tunes. The key is finding songs with 2-4 basic chords (like G, C, D, Am)
and a straightforward strumming pattern.

Are there any classic folk or bluegrass songs that are still
popular and good for learning mandolin?

Absolutely! Songs like 'Amazing Grace,' 'Oh! Susanna,' 'Twinkle Twinkle Little Star,' and 'You Are
My Sunshine' are timeless favorites that remain popular and are excellent for building foundational
mandolin skills. Many bluegrass standards like ‘Will the Circle Be Unbroken' can also be simplified
for beginners.

What are some good practice techniques for learning easy
songs on the mandolin?

Start by mastering the basic chords for your chosen song. Practice clean chord changes, even if it's
slow at first. Then, focus on a simple, consistent strumming pattern. Using a metronome is crucial
for developing good timing. Break down the song into sections and practice each part until it's
smooth before putting it all together.

Where can I find reliable resources for learning easy mandolin
songs?

Online platforms like YouTube offer countless tutorials from experienced mandolin players. Websites
dedicated to acoustic instruments often have free tablature and chord charts. Look for beginner-

focused mandolin courses on sites like Udemy or Skillshare, and check out dedicated mandolin
forums where players share resources and advice.

How important is learning chords versus melodies for easy
songs on the mandolin?

For many easy songs, focusing on chords is a great starting point. Learning the basic chord shapes
will allow you to accompany yourself or others. However, as you progress, learning simple melodies
for these songs can add a lot of enjoyment and help develop your picking technique. Many beginner
songs have very recognizable and simple melodies.

What are some common beginner mistakes to avoid when
learning easy mandolin songs?

Common mistakes include pressing too hard on the strings (causing muting or sharp notes), not
practicing chord changes slowly enough, inconsistent strumming, and neglecting to use a
metronome. Also, don't be afraid to simplify arrangements - it's better to play a simplified version
well than a complex one poorly.

Are there any genres beyond folk and bluegrass that offer easy



trending mandolin songs?

Yes! Many indie pop, singer-songwriter, and even some simplified rock songs can be adapted for the
mandolin. The mandolin's bright tone lends itself well to melodies and chordal accompaniment
across various genres. Keep an eye on artists who incorporate acoustic instruments or have a more
stripped-down sound.

How long does it typically take for a beginner to learn a simple
song on the mandolin?

This varies greatly depending on practice consistency and individual learning pace. However, with
dedicated practice of 15-30 minutes daily, many beginners can learn the basic chords and a simple
strumming pattern for a very easy song within a week or two. Learning to play it smoothly and with
good timing might take a bit longer, perhaps a month.

What are some tips for making easy mandolin songs sound
better and more engaging?

Beyond clean chords and timing, experiment with different strumming patterns - even slight
variations can add interest. Try simple hammer-ons and pull-offs if the song's melody allows. Singing
along while playing is a great way to connect with the song and improve your performance. Finally,
listen to how experienced players interpret these songs for inspiration.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to easy songs to play on the mandolin, with descriptions:

1. Mandolin Made Easy: Beginner Friendly Tunes

This book is specifically designed for absolute beginners. It features a curated selection of well-
known folk songs, hymns, and simple melodies that are perfect for developing fundamental mandolin
skills. Each song includes clear tablature, simple chord diagrams, and often a guide to basic
strumming patterns. The focus is on building confidence and making the learning process enjoyable
from the very first note.

2. Your First 50 Mandolin Songs

As the title suggests, this collection offers a substantial repertoire for new mandolin players. It
progresses through increasingly popular and accessible tunes, ensuring a steady learning curve.
You'll find everything from children's classics to recognizable pop melodies adapted for the
mandolin. The layout is straightforward, making it easy to pick up and start playing along.

3. Simple Folk Songs for Mandolin Ensemble

While playable solo, these arrangements are also ideal for group playing, particularly in beginner
ensembles. The book focuses on folk music from various traditions, all simplified for easy mandolin
execution. Expect familiar melodies that sound great when played together. It’s a fantastic resource
for anyone looking to jam with friends or join a beginner music group.

4. Easy Bluegrass and Americana Favorites for Mandolin
This title caters to players interested in the foundational genres of mandolin music. It presents



simplified versions of classic bluegrass and Americana tunes, making them approachable for those
new to the instrument. You'll learn essential licks and strumming techniques within the context of
beloved songs. It’s a great stepping stone into more complex mandolin styles.

5. The Accidental Mandolinist: Playable Melodies

This book embraces a relaxed and fun approach to learning the mandolin. It prioritizes tunes that
are melodically satisfying and technically manageable for newcomers. The selections are often
upbeat and recognizable, encouraging consistent practice through sheer enjoyment. Expect a
friendly tone and practical advice woven throughout the song pages.

6. A Child's Introduction to the Mandolin

Designed with younger learners in mind, this book features bright, engaging visuals and extremely
simple arrangements. The chosen songs are typically nursery rhymes, children's folk songs, and
basic tunes that are easy to memorize and play. It aims to foster a love for music and the mandolin
from an early age. The pacing is gentle, ensuring a positive first musical experience.

7. Mandolin Essentials: Melodies You Can Play Now

This guide focuses on immediate gratification, offering songs that sound good with minimal practice.
It provides clear, easy-to-read notation and tablature for a variety of popular and traditional
melodies. The arrangements are stripped down to their essential components, allowing new players
to quickly achieve satisfying musical results. It’s perfect for those who want to start playing
recognizable tunes right away.

8. Quickstart Mandolin: 20 Easy Tunes

This book offers a streamlined approach to getting started on the mandolin. It presents a concise
selection of 20 well-loved songs that are perfect for beginners to master. The arrangements are
focused on basic chords and single-note melodies, ensuring quick progress. It's an excellent choice
for someone who wants a focused introduction to playing actual songs.

9. Strum and Sing Mandolin: Easy Accompaniments

This resource focuses on providing simple chord progressions and strumming patterns that are ideal
for accompanying singing. It features a collection of popular songs that are easy to learn on the
mandolin and pleasant to sing along to. The book simplifies complex chord shapes and rhythmic
patterns, making it accessible for beginners. It's perfect for those who want to combine mandolin
playing with vocal performance.
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