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Edwidge Danticat's The Farming of Bones: A Deep Dive into Haitian History and Memory

Edwidge Danticat's The Farming of Bones is a profoundly moving and historically significant novel
that explores the brutal Parsley Massacre of 1937, a period of immense violence and injustice
perpetrated against Haitians in the Dominican Republic. This powerful narrative, told through the
eyes of Amabelle Desir, a young Haitian woman caught in the crossfire of xenophobia and political
turmoil, delves into themes of identity, memory, loss, and the enduring human spirit. The novel
meticulously reconstructs the events leading up to and following the massacre, offering a searing
indictment of state-sanctioned violence and the devastating impact of racial prejudice. Readers will
discover how Danticat masterfully weaves personal tragedy with collective historical trauma,
creating a tapestry of resilience and survival. This article will provide a comprehensive exploration
of The Farming of Bones, examining its historical context, key characters, thematic depth, and
literary significance, offering insights for students, literary enthusiasts, and anyone interested in
Haitian and Dominican history.
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The Historical Context of Edwidge Danticat's The
Farming of Bones

The Farming of Bones is deeply rooted in a specific and tragic period of Hispaniola's history. To fully
appreciate the novel's power, understanding the sociopolitical landscape of the time is crucial.
Edwidge Danticat's meticulous research brings to life a period marked by intense nationalistic
fervor, racial animosity, and brutal authoritarian rule, creating a vivid backdrop for her narrative.

Understanding the Parsley Massacre

The Parsley Massacre, also known as El Corte (The Cut) in the Dominican Republic, was a genocidal
act ordered by dictator Rafael Trujillo in October 1937. The primary target was the Haitian
population living in the Dominican Republic, particularly those near the border. The massacre was
characterized by extreme brutality; soldiers and civilians alike were mobilized to hunt down
Haitians, often distinguishing them by their inability to pronounce the Spanish word "perejil"
(parsley) correctly. Those who mispronounced it, or were perceived as "black," were mercilessly
slaughtered. Estimates of the death toll vary widely, but it is believed that between 15,000 and
30,000 Haitians were killed in a matter of days. The scale and systematic nature of this violence
underscore the deep-seated racism and xenophobia that fueled Trujillo's regime.

The Dominican Republic Under Trujillo

Rafael Trujillo seized power in the Dominican Republic in 1930 and established one of the most
oppressive dictatorships in Latin American history, lasting for 31 years. His regime was
characterized by absolute control, pervasive surveillance, and the systematic suppression of any
opposition. Trujillo cultivated a cult of personality, renaming places and even the highest mountain



after himself. A core tenet of his ideology was the "Dominicanization" of the nation, which he
believed meant eradicating all traces of African and Haitian influence. This manifested in extreme
anti-Haitian policies and a fervent promotion of Spanish heritage and a "whiter" national identity.
The Parsley Massacre was a brutal manifestation of this racist ideology, designed to cleanse the
border region and assert Dominican national identity through the extermination of Haitians.

Haitian Migration and Dominican Society

For decades, Haitians had migrated to the Dominican Republic, seeking economic opportunities,
particularly in the sugar cane plantations that were a major part of the Dominican economy. These
migrants often faced exploitative labor conditions and were viewed with suspicion and resentment
by many Dominicans. Trujillo exploited these existing tensions, using anti-Haitian sentiment to
consolidate his power and rally nationalistic support. He blamed Haitians for economic problems
and societal ills, portraying them as a threat to Dominican sovereignty and culture. This created a
volatile environment where discrimination and violence against Haitians were not only tolerated but
actively encouraged by the state, culminating in the horrific events of the Parsley Massacre.

Key Characters in Edwidge Danticat's The Farming of
Bones

The Farming of Bones is populated by a cast of characters who, despite their individual struggles,
collectively bear witness to the devastating impact of the Parsley Massacre. Edwidge Danticat crafts
these characters with depth and nuance, allowing their experiences to illuminate the broader
historical tragedy. Their relationships, resilience, and the profound losses they endure form the
emotional core of the novel.

Amabelle Desir: The Protagonist's Journey

Amabelle Desir is the central figure through whom the reader experiences the horrors of the Parsley
Massacre. Orphaned at a young age and raised in the Dominican Republic, Amabelle has always
lived between two worlds – Haitian and Dominican. Her life is intertwined with the Dominican man
she loves, Sebastien, and she navigates the complex social and racial dynamics of the country.
Amabelle's journey is one of profound loss and survival. She witnesses firsthand the brutal violence,
loses loved ones, and is forced to confront the fragility of life and the deep-seated hatred that can
consume a nation. Her story is a testament to the enduring power of memory and the quest for
justice, even in the face of unimaginable trauma.

Sebastien: Love, Loss, and Sacrifice

Sebastien is Amabelle's lover, a strong and kind Haitian man who represents hope and stability in
her life. Their love story is a beacon of light against the oppressive backdrop of Trujillo's regime.



Sebastien is a vital presence in the Haitian community, and his unwavering love for Amabelle is a
source of strength for her. However, his life is also deeply affected by the escalating anti-Haitian
sentiment. He becomes a victim of the violence, and his fate profoundly impacts Amabelle and the
trajectory of her narrative. Sebastien embodies the dignity and resilience of the Haitian community,
and his sacrifice highlights the devastating cost of the massacre.

Rolande: Resilience and the Weight of History

Rolande is Amabelle's close friend and a fellow Haitian living in the Dominican Republic. She is a
strong, pragmatic woman who embodies the resilience of those who have endured hardship.
Rolande's character provides a counterpoint to Amabelle's more introspective nature. She is
outspoken and often acts as a protector and confidante to Amabelle. Rolande carries her own
burdens and understands the deep historical injustices faced by Haitians. Her experiences and her
unwavering spirit offer a sense of solidarity and mutual support within the Haitian community,
demonstrating how people lean on each other for strength in times of crisis.

Other Significant Characters and Their Roles

Beyond the central trio, The Farming of Bones features a rich tapestry of supporting characters,
each contributing to the novel's exploration of human experience during the massacre. There is
Doctor Carlos, a Dominican doctor who shows compassion and empathy towards the Haitian victims,
representing the possibility of humanity even in inhumastly times. Other characters include various
members of the Haitian community who form a network of support and shared experience,
highlighting the communal bonds that helped them endure. These individuals, whether victims,
witnesses, or even passive observers, all play a role in illustrating the widespread impact of Trujillo's
brutality and the complex social fabric of the time.

Major Themes Explored in Edwidge Danticat's The
Farming of Bones

The Farming of Bones is a novel rich with complex themes that resonate long after the final page is
turned. Edwidge Danticat skillfully interweaves personal narratives with profound explorations of
history, identity, and the human condition, making the novel a significant contribution to Caribbean
literature.

Memory and Its Power in Haitian Identity

Memory is a central pillar of The Farming of Bones. The novel explores how individual and collective
memories shape identity, particularly for a people displaced and traumatized. Amabelle’s struggle to
remember and process the horrific events she witnesses is a testament to the enduring power of
memory, both as a burden and a source of strength. The novel emphasizes the importance of



remembering the past, not to dwell in pain, but to understand the present and to honor those who
were lost. For Haitians, whose history is often marked by struggle and resilience, memory becomes
a vital tool for cultural preservation and resistance against erasure.

The Scars of Colonialism and Racial Prejudice

The novel directly confronts the lingering impact of colonialism and the pervasive nature of racial
prejudice. The Dominican Republic, having experienced its own struggles with colonial powers,
unfortunately, inflicted similar brutal policies on its Haitian neighbors. Trujillo's ideology was
steeped in a desire to distance the Dominican Republic from its African heritage, favoring a
perceived European and "whiter" identity. This racialized ideology fueled the hatred and violence
against Haitians, who were often conflated with the "blackness" that Trujillo sought to expunge. The
Farming of Bones powerfully illustrates how historical injustices and ingrained racism can manifest
in cyclical patterns of violence and oppression.

Love and Human Connection Amidst Atrocity

Despite the overwhelming darkness and brutality depicted in the novel, The Farming of Bones also
celebrates the resilience of love and human connection. The love between Amabelle and Sebastien is
a powerful symbol of hope and resistance. Their bond, along with the strong friendships and
community ties among the Haitian population, demonstrates the human capacity for empathy and
mutual support in the face of unimaginable adversity. These connections provide solace, strength,
and a sense of shared humanity, proving that even in the most dire circumstances, love and
compassion can endure.

The Role of Violence and its Aftermath

The novel unflinchingly portrays the horrors of violence, particularly the systematic and brutal
nature of the Parsley Massacre. Edwidge Danticat does not shy away from the graphic details,
forcing the reader to confront the devastating consequences of state-sponsored terror. Beyond the
immediate physical violence, the novel also explores the psychological and emotional aftermath of
such trauma. Amabelle's journey is deeply marked by the violence she witnesses and experiences,
highlighting the long-lasting scars that collective trauma leaves on individuals and communities. The
aftermath of the massacre is a continuous struggle for healing, remembrance, and justice.

The Concept of Home and Belonging

The Farming of Bones also interrogates the complex notion of home and belonging. For Amabelle
and many other Haitians, the Dominican Republic had become a place they called home, a place
where they worked, loved, and built lives. However, the massacre violently stripped them of this
sense of belonging, revealing the precariousness of their existence. The novel explores the feeling of
being perpetually in-between, never fully accepted by the dominant culture. This theme of



displacement and the search for a true home resonates deeply with the experiences of many in the
diaspora, questioning what it means to belong when your very presence is deemed a threat.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques in Edwidge
Danticat's The Farming of Bones

Edwidge Danticat's mastery of language and narrative technique is a significant reason for the
profound impact of The Farming of Bones. Her prose is evocative and deeply moving, allowing
readers to connect with the characters and their experiences on an emotional level. The novel’s
structure and use of literary devices contribute to its power as both a historical account and a deeply
human story.

Danticat's Prose: Evocative and Lyrical

Danticat's writing style is characterized by its lyricism and poetic quality. She uses rich imagery and
sensory details to bring the settings and emotional states of her characters to life. Her sentences
often possess a measured, almost elegiac tone, which perfectly suits the somber subject matter of
the novel. This evocative prose allows readers to not only understand the events of the Parsley
Massacre but also to feel the grief, fear, and resilience of the people who lived through it. The
beauty of her language stands in stark contrast to the brutality of the events, highlighting the
enduring power of the human spirit.

Symbolism and Imagery in The Farming of Bones

The Farming of Bones is replete with potent symbolism and recurring imagery that enhance its
thematic depth. The most prominent symbol is, of course, "perejil" (parsley), which becomes a
deadly marker of identity. The concept of "bones" in the title itself can be interpreted in multiple
ways, representing the physical remains of the massacred, the foundational elements of identity, and
the deep, often buried, truths of history. Water, a recurring motif, can symbolize cleansing, rebirth,
or overwhelming sorrow. The earth and the act of farming also carry symbolic weight, representing
sustenance, rootedness, and the labor that often drew Haitians to the Dominican Republic, only to be
met with violence.

The Narrative Structure and its Impact

The novel employs a non-linear narrative structure, weaving together Amabelle’s present
experiences with flashbacks to her past and the broader historical context. This fragmented
approach mirrors the fractured memories and the disorienting nature of trauma. By shifting between
personal recollections and historical accounts, Danticat creates a sense of immediacy and urgency.
The structure allows for a gradual unfolding of the story, building suspense and deepening the
reader's understanding of the complex web of events that led to the massacre. This technique



emphasizes how the past continually informs and impacts the present, making the historical tragedy
feel immediate and deeply personal.

Critical Reception and Literary Significance of Edwidge
Danticat's The Farming of Bones

The Farming of Bones received widespread critical acclaim upon its publication and has since
become a cornerstone of Caribbean diaspora literature. Its unflinching portrayal of a significant
historical event, combined with its literary artistry, has cemented its importance in the literary
canon and its relevance for understanding Haitian-Dominican relations.

The Importance of The Farming of Bones in Diaspora
Literature

Edwidge Danticat's novel is a crucial contribution to diaspora literature. It gives voice to a
marginalized community and brings to light a history that has often been suppressed or overlooked.
The novel explores the complexities of migration, cultural identity, and the experiences of those
living between nations and cultures. By centering the narrative on the Haitian experience in the
Dominican Republic, Danticat challenges dominant historical narratives and offers a nuanced
perspective on the shared, yet often conflict-ridden, history of the island of Hispaniola. The Farming
of Bones serves as a powerful testament to the resilience and enduring spirit of diasporic
communities.

Awards and Accolades for The Farming of Bones

The Farming of Bones has been recognized with numerous awards and honors, underscoring its
literary merit and its impact. While specific awards may vary, the novel has consistently been
praised by critics for its historical accuracy, emotional depth, and powerful storytelling. Its inclusion
on various "best of" lists and its use in academic curricula further attest to its significance. These
accolades highlight Danticat's skill in transforming a traumatic historical event into a compelling
and enduring work of art that educates, moves, and provokes thought.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Edwidge Danticat's
The Farming of Bones

The Farming of Bones stands as a monumental work of historical fiction, a powerful elegy for the
thousands of Haitians who perished in the Parsley Massacre of 1937. Edwidge Danticat’s masterful
storytelling, rooted in meticulous historical research and profound empathy, not only illuminates a
dark chapter of Hispaniola’s past but also explores universal themes of memory, identity, resilience,



and the enduring power of the human spirit. Through the journey of Amabelle Desir, the novel forces
readers to confront the devastating consequences of racial prejudice, xenophobia, and state-
sanctioned violence, while simultaneously celebrating the strength found in love, community, and
the unwavering will to survive. The literary artistry, from its evocative prose to its poignant
symbolism, ensures that the stories and sacrifices of those affected by the massacre are not
forgotten. The Farming of Bones remains a vital and necessary read, a testament to the importance
of remembering history to understand the present and to foster a more just future for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central historical event depicted in Edwidge
Danticat's 'The Farming of Bones'?
The novel primarily focuses on the Parsley Massacre (El Corte) of 1937, a brutal extermination
campaign orchestrated by the Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo against Haitians living in the
Dominican Republic.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Farming of Bones' and what is
her role in the narrative?
The protagonist is Amabelle Desir, a young Haitian woman who works as a domestic servant in the
Dominican Republic. The story is told from her perspective as she navigates the escalating violence
and tries to protect herself and her loved ones.

What are some of the key themes explored in 'The Farming of
Bones'?
Key themes include identity, memory, displacement, the trauma of violence, the complexities of
nationality and belonging, the enduring impact of historical injustices, and the resilience of the
human spirit.

How does Danticat use sensory details and imagery to convey
the atmosphere of the novel?
Danticat employs vivid sensory details, particularly descriptions of the natural world (the scent of
sugarcane, the sounds of the wind, the feel of the earth) and the physical realities of the massacre
(blood, fire, the smell of death), to create a powerful and visceral experience for the reader.

What is the significance of the title 'The Farming of Bones'?
The title is a metaphor for the brutal and dehumanizing nature of the massacre, where Haitians
were treated as expendable laborers whose lives and bodies were exploited and discarded. It also
alludes to the lasting impact and memory of the victims, their very bones becoming a symbol of the
atrocity.



How does Danticat portray the relationship between Haitians
and Dominicans in the novel?
The novel depicts a complex and often strained relationship, marked by the exploitation of Haitian
labor in the Dominican Republic and fueled by nationalist ideologies. It highlights instances of
camaraderie and shared experiences alongside the pervasive prejudice and violence.

What is the role of folklore and oral tradition in 'The Farming
of Bones'?
Folklore, songs, and oral traditions play a vital role in preserving memory, providing comfort, and
fostering a sense of community for the Haitian characters. These elements serve as a way to process
trauma and maintain cultural identity in the face of oppression.

What message does Edwidge Danticat aim to convey through
'The Farming of Bones'?
Danticat aims to shed light on a largely overlooked historical atrocity, to humanize the victims of the
Parsley Massacre, and to underscore the enduring consequences of xenophobia, political oppression,
and racialized violence.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Edwidge Danticat's The Farming of Bones, with short descriptions:

1. _The Dew Breaker_ by Edwidge Danticat. This collection of interconnected stories delves into the
lasting impact of political trauma and violence in Haiti. It explores themes of memory, identity, and
the ways in which the past continues to shape lives, often through the lingering shadows of
authoritarian regimes and their brutal legacies. The narrative weaves together personal experiences
with the broader history of oppression, revealing the deep psychological scars left by such events.

2. _Breath, Eyes, Memory_ by Edwidge Danticat. Danticat's debut novel follows Sophie as she
immigrates from Haiti to New York and grapples with her mother's past and her own burgeoning
identity. The book beautifully explores themes of cultural displacement, the complexities of mother-
daughter relationships, and the search for belonging in a new land. It offers a poignant look at the
immigrant experience and the enduring power of memory and tradition.

3. _Krik? Krak!_ by Edwidge Danticat. This powerful short story collection offers a vibrant tapestry
of Haitian life, blending folklore, history, and personal narratives. The stories explore the
experiences of Haitians both in their homeland and in the diaspora, touching upon love, loss, faith,
and the resilience of the human spirit. Danticat's lyrical prose captures the voices and stories of
ordinary people caught in extraordinary circumstances.

4. _The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao_ by Junot Díaz. Set in the Dominican Republic and New
Jersey, this novel chronicles the tumultuous life of Oscar de León, a Dominican-American nerd
nicknamed "the Fat Man." It intricately weaves together Dominican history, the supernatural "curse
of the femur," and themes of identity, love, and exile. The book is renowned for its distinctive voice
and its exploration of immigrant experiences and the weight of familial legacies.



5. _All About Love: New Visions_ by bell hooks. While not directly historical fiction, this influential
work by bell hooks provides a crucial framework for understanding the societal and personal
impacts of love, or its absence, which is a powerful undercurrent in The Farming of Bones. hooks
examines how societal structures and historical injustices can distort and inhibit genuine love,
contributing to cycles of trauma and disconnection. Her exploration of radical love offers a
counterpoint and a deeper contextual understanding of the emotional landscape depicted in
Danticat's work.

6. _The World Doesn't Require You_ by Rion Amilcar Scott. This collection of interconnected stories
is set in the fictional town of Cross River, Maryland, founded by freed slaves and marked by
historical trauma and a unique cultural identity. The narratives explore themes of memory, legacy,
race, and the struggle to define oneself against the backdrop of a nation's complicated past. Scott's
innovative storytelling brings to life the enduring impact of history on individual lives and
communities.

7. _An American Marriage_ by Tayari Jones. This novel tells the story of Celestial and Roy, a young
African-American couple whose lives are upended when Roy is wrongly convicted of a crime. The
book examines the devastating impact of the justice system on relationships, particularly within the
Black community, and the complexities of love, loyalty, and resilience in the face of injustice. It
highlights how systemic issues can irrevocably alter personal destinies.

8. _The Good Lord Bird_ by James McBride. This historical novel, told from the perspective of a
young former slave, chronicles the exploits of abolitionist John Brown in the years leading up to the
Civil War. The narrative vividly portrays the fervent abolitionist movement, the escalating tensions
over slavery, and the moral complexities of the era. McBride masterfully blends humor, tragedy, and
historical detail to illuminate a pivotal and often brutal period in American history.

9. _The Haitian Revolution: A People's History_ by C.L.R. James. This foundational text provides a
comprehensive and influential account of the Haitian Revolution, the only successful slave revolt in
modern history. It highlights the agency of the enslaved people and their fight for freedom against
colonial powers. Understanding the broader context of the revolution is crucial for grasping the
historical forces and the desire for dignity that resonate within The Farming of Bones.

Edwidge Danticat The Farming Of Bones 1

Edwidge Danticat The Farming Of Bones 1

Related Articles
eldt test questions and answers
elevate science grade 5
elements compounds mixtures worksheet answers

Back to Home

https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-07/edwidge-danticat-the-farming-of-bones-1.pdf
https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-07/eldt-test-questions-and-answers.pdf
https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-07/elevate-science-grade-5.pdf
https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com/textbook-ga-24-1-07/elements-compounds-mixtures-worksheet-answers.pdf
https://redns7-fra4.belugacdn.com

