elementary and secondary education act of
1965 apa citation

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) stands as a landmark piece of federal
legislation that profoundly reshaped the landscape of American public education. Its passage marked
a pivotal moment in the nation's commitment to equal educational opportunities for all children,
regardless of their socioeconomic background, race, or disability. Understanding how to properly cite
this foundational law is crucial for students, researchers, and educators alike when referencing its
impact and provisions. This comprehensive guide will delve into the historical context, key provisions,
and lasting legacy of the ESEA, with a specific focus on how to accurately provide an APA citation for
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. We will explore the legislative journey, the core
principles that guided its creation, and the various amendments that have adapted it to the evolving
needs of American schools.
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Understanding the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) was a transformative piece of legislation
signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson as part of his "Great Society" initiative. Its primary
goal was to provide federal funding to public schools to ensure equal access to quality education for
all students, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds. The ESEA recognized that
educational disparities were often linked to poverty and social injustice, and it aimed to address these
inequities through targeted support and resources for schools and students in need. The act's
influence has been far-reaching, impacting curriculum development, teacher training, accountability



measures, and the overall federal role in public education.

This foundational law has undergone numerous reauthorizations and amendments over the decades,
adapting to changing educational philosophies, societal needs, and federal policy priorities. Each
iteration has sought to refine the act's objectives and implementation, reflecting a continuous effort
to improve educational outcomes for all American children. The core principle of providing federal
support to address educational disparities, however, has remained a constant thread throughout its
history.

The Historical Context of the ESEA

The passage of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 was deeply rooted in the social
and political climate of the mid-20th century. The Civil Rights Movement had brought to the forefront
the persistent inequalities faced by African Americans and other minority groups, including those in
education. President Johnson's "War on Poverty" aimed to combat the systemic disadvantages faced
by low-income communities, and education was identified as a critical lever for social mobility and
economic advancement. The ESEA was designed to be a cornerstone of this war, providing resources
to schools in impoverished areas to level the playing field.

Prior to the ESEA, federal involvement in public education was relatively limited. The bulk of
responsibility and funding rested with state and local governments. However, advocates argued that
a more robust federal role was necessary to address widespread educational disadvantages that local
resources could not overcome. The ESEA represented a significant expansion of federal power in
education, establishing a precedent for future federal interventions and partnerships in the field. The
philosophical underpinnings of the act were also influenced by the growing understanding of the
impact of early childhood experiences and socioeconomic factors on a child's educational trajectory.

Key Provisions and Titles of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965

The original Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 was structured into several titles, each
addressing a specific area of educational need. These titles outlined the federal government's
commitment to supporting various aspects of public schooling, from early childhood education to
programs for students with special needs.

One of the most significant provisions was Title I, which provided financial assistance to local
educational agencies (LEAs) and schools with high concentrations of children from low-income
families. This funding was intended to supplement, not supplant, state and local efforts and was to be
used for programs and services designed to improve the educational outcomes of these students.
Title | funding has since become the largest federal program for elementary and secondary education
in the United States.

e Title I: Financial assistance to local educational agencies for the education of children of low-



income families.
e Title Il: School library resources, textbooks, and other instructional materials.
e Title Ill: Supplementary educational centers and services.
e Title IV: Educational research and training.
e Title V: State agency programs.
e Title VI: President's Commission on Instructional Technology.

e Title VII: Bilingual education programs.

Beyond Title I, other titles of the original ESEA addressed critical areas such as school libraries,
innovative educational programs, research, and the establishment of the National Advisory Council on
Education. The inclusion of Title VII, focusing on bilingual education, was particularly groundbreaking,
recognizing the growing linguistic diversity in American classrooms and the need for support for
English language learners.

Amendments and Reauthorizations of the ESEA

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 has been reauthorized and amended numerous
times since its initial passage. These changes reflect evolving educational priorities, research findings,
and political shifts. Each reauthorization has aimed to strengthen the act's provisions, address
emerging challenges, and ensure its continued relevance in supporting American education.

One of the most significant reauthorizations occurred with the passage of the No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB) in 2002. NCLB reauthorized the ESEA with a strong emphasis on accountability, standardized
testing, and school choice. It introduced annual testing in reading and mathematics for all students in
grades 3-8 and once in high school, along with requirements for states to develop proficiency
standards and a system of annual yearly progress (AYP) for all schools. While NCLB aimed to close
achievement gaps, it also faced criticism for its perceived overemphasis on testing and punitive
measures for underperforming schools.

Another major revision came with the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in 2015, which replaced
NCLB. ESSA maintained the federal commitment to accountability and support for disadvantaged
students but returned more authority to states and local districts in determining how to meet federal
goals. ESSA emphasized evidence-based interventions, provided more flexibility in accountability
systems, and included provisions for supporting student success through a well-rounded education.
Understanding these various iterations is crucial when referencing the ESEA in academic work, as the
specific provisions and focus can differ significantly depending on the reauthorization being
discussed.



The Significance and Legacy of the ESEA

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 has had a profound and enduring impact on
American public education. Its legacy is multifaceted, influencing federal policy, school practices, and
the very concept of educational equity. The act cemented the federal government's role as a partner
in ensuring that all children have access to a quality education, particularly those who have
historically been underserved.

The continued existence and adaptation of the ESEA underscore its fundamental importance in
addressing educational disparities. Title | funding alone has provided billions of dollars to schools,
enabling them to offer targeted support services, professional development for teachers, and
enriched learning opportunities for students. The act has also spurred innovation in educational
practices and encouraged a greater focus on data-driven decision-making in schools.

Furthermore, the ESEA has been instrumental in raising public awareness about the diverse needs of
students and the importance of providing equitable opportunities. Its influence extends beyond
funding, shaping national conversations about educational standards, accountability, and the federal
government's responsibility in improving outcomes for all students. The ongoing debates surrounding
its reauthorizations reflect its continued relevance and the persistent efforts to refine its approach to
educational improvement.

How to Cite the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 in APA Style

Properly citing foundational legislation like the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 in
APA style is essential for academic integrity and to give credit to the source. The general format for
citing a federal law in APA is to include the name of the act, the public law number, and the year of
enactment. When referring to the original Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, the most
accurate way to cite it is by its commonly used name and the year it was signed into law.

For the original Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, the citation would typically appear
in the text as:

(Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965)

In the reference list, it is generally not listed as a standalone item unless it is the primary focus and
you are referencing the original text of the law itself. Instead, when discussing the act, you would
refer to it by its full name in the narrative of your paper. If you are citing a specific section or
amendment that has been codified into the U.S. Code, you would cite the U.S. Code accordingly.
However, for general references to the foundational act, the common name and year suffice.

If you are referencing a specific reauthorization, such as the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002 or the
Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, you would cite those by their specific names and years. For
example:



In-text citation for NCLB: (No Child Left Behind Act of 2002)
In-text citation for ESSA: (Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015)

When citing the act itself as a primary source, you would look for its Public Law number. The
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 was enacted as Public Law 89-10. Thus, a more
formal citation might include this information, although the common name is more frequently used in
general discussions.

Example of referencing the Public Law number in text:

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Public Law 89-10, was a landmark piece of
legislation.

In the reference list, if you are citing the official text of the law from a government source like the
Statutes at Large, the format would be more detailed:

e Statutes at Large: Public Law 89-10, 89th Cong., 1st sess., 79 Stat. 27 (1965).

However, for most academic writing where you are discussing the impact and provisions of the ESEA,
referencing it by its common name and year in the text is sufficient and standard practice.

Common Challenges and Best Practices for ESEA
Citations

One of the primary challenges when citing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 is
distinguishing between the original act and its numerous subsequent amendments and
reauthorizations. Each reauthorization has introduced significant changes and shifted the focus of the
law. Therefore, it is crucial to be precise about which version of the ESEA you are referencing.

For instance, if you are discussing accountability measures introduced by No Child Left Behind, you
must clearly indicate that you are referring to that specific reauthorization, not the original 1965 act.
Using the full, correct names of the acts (e.g., "Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965,"
"No Child Left Behind Act of 2002," "Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015") is a best practice to avoid
confusion.

Another common issue is where to place the citation. If you are quoting directly from a section of the
law or referencing a specific statistic or provision, you will need a formal citation, potentially including
the U.S. Code or Statutes at Large reference. However, for general discussions of the act's purpose or
impact, simply mentioning the "Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965" in your text is
often sufficient without a formal in-text citation for every mention, as it becomes a widely understood
term within your discussion.

Best practices include:

* Always use the full, specific name of the act and its year of enactment.



 Be clear about which reauthorization you are discussing if it is not the original 1965 act.

* When in doubt about a specific citation for the law's text, consult official government archives
or a reliable legal citation guide.

e For general academic writing, referring to the "Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965" by its common name is usually appropriate.

Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965

In conclusion, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 remains a cornerstone of federal
education policy in the United States. Its passage signaled a significant commitment to equal
educational opportunity and has profoundly influenced how public schools operate and are funded.
Understanding its historical context, key provisions, and the evolution through various amendments is
vital for anyone studying or working in the field of education. Crucially, adhering to APA citation
guidelines for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 ensures academic rigor and
proper attribution when referencing this foundational legislation. The act's legacy continues to shape
educational initiatives, emphasizing the ongoing importance of providing equitable and high-quality
education for all students across the nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct APA 7th edition citation for the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965?

The correct APA 7th edition citation for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, when
referring to the Public Law, is: Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, 79
Stat. 27 (1965).

How should | cite a section or amendment of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 in APA style?

If you are citing a specific section or amendment, include the section number and the Public Law
number. For example: Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, § 101, 79
Stat. 27 (1965).

What if I'm referring to the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 as a general concept in my text, not a



specific legal document?

When referring to the Act as a general concept in your text, you can simply use its name: the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. However, for formal academic writing, it's best to
provide the full citation at first mention, especially if you'll be referencing specific provisions later.

Does the APA citation change if I'm citing a reauthorization or
amendment of the ESEA of 1965?

Yes, if you are citing a specific reauthorization or amendment, you should include the Public Law
number and statutory citation for that specific iteration of the law. For example, if referencing No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, which reauthorized ESEA: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No.
107-110, 115 Stat. 1448 (2001).

Where can | find the official government source for the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to ensure
accurate APA citation?

You can typically find the official text of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 on
government websites such as the U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) or through legal databases
like Cornell's Legal Information Institute (LIl) or the National Archives.

What is the significance of 'Pub. L. No. 89-10, 79 Stat. 27' in
the APA citation for the ESEA of 19652

'Pub. L. No. 89-10" indicates it's the 10th Public Law enacted during the 89th Congress. '79 Stat. 27"
refers to Volume 79 of the United States Statutes at Large, beginning on page 27, where the full text
of the Act is published.

Should | include the year '1965' in the in-text citation for the
ESEA of 1965?

Yes, the year of enactment, 1965, should be included in the reference list citation. For in-text
citations, it depends on how you are referencing it. If you are citing a specific provision, you would
include the year. If you are generally referring to the Act, the year might not be necessary in every
instance, but it's good practice to include it upon first mention.

How does the APA citation for the ESEA of 1965 differ from
citing a book or journal article?

The APA citation for a federal law like the ESEA of 1965 follows a specific format for legal documents.
It includes the Act's name, Public Law number, statutory citation, and year, which is distinct from the
author-date or author-title format used for books and articles.



Can I cite a secondary source that discusses the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 instead of the original
law?

While you can cite a secondary source that discusses the ESEA of 1965, it's always best practice in
academic writing to cite the primary source (the Act itself) whenever possible, especially for accurate
legal and historical references. If you must cite a secondary source, cite it as you would any other
book or article, and consider mentioning the ESEA of 1965 as a general concept in your text.

What is the most common mistake students make when citing
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 in APA
style?

A common mistake is not including the Public Law number (Pub. L. No. 89-10) and the statutory
citation (79 Stat. 27), or misformatting these elements. Another mistake is treating it like a typical
book or article citation, neglecting the specific requirements for legal documents in APA style.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, with short
descriptions, formatted as requested:

1. The War on Poverty: Its Origins, Direction, and Impact

This book likely explores the broader context of the mid-1960s, including the social and political
climate that led to the passage of significant legislation like ESEA. It would delve into President
Lyndon B. Johnson's Great Society initiatives and the underlying philosophy that aimed to combat
poverty through federal programs. Readers can expect an analysis of how ESEA fit into this larger
anti-poverty agenda and its intended effects on disadvantaged communities.

2. Education and the American Dream: A History of the Federal Role

This title suggests a historical overview of how the federal government became involved in education,
with ESEA of 1965 being a pivotal moment. The book would likely trace the evolution of federal
education policy from its earlier, more limited stages to the expansive reach of ESEA. It would
probably examine the motivations behind increased federal investment and the long-term
consequences of this shift for American schooling.

3. Title I: The Evolution of Federal Funding for Low-Income Students

As ESEA's flagship program, Title | is central to understanding the Act's impact. This book would
specifically focus on the history and development of Title I, detailing its initial design and subsequent
modifications over time. It would likely analyze how funding has been allocated, the intended
beneficiaries, and the ongoing debates surrounding its effectiveness in supporting students from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

4. The Legacy of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act: Promises and Pitfalls

This title indicates a critical examination of ESEA's lasting effects. The book would likely assess
whether the initial promises of ESEA, such as closing achievement gaps and improving educational
opportunities, have been realized. It would probably also address criticisms and unintended



consequences that have arisen from the Act's implementation and ongoing reforms.

5. Educational Equity and Federal Policy: A Critical Review

This book would likely take a critical perspective on how federal policies, including ESEA, have aimed
to achieve educational equity. It might investigate the concept of equity as defined by the Act and
explore whether its provisions have effectively addressed systemic inequalities in education. Readers
can anticipate an analysis of the successes, failures, and ongoing challenges in using federal policy to
create a more just educational system.

6. School Reform and the Federal Government: The Impact of ESEA and its Successors

This title points to an exploration of how federal legislation, particularly ESEA, has spurred and shaped
school reform efforts. The book would likely examine the ways ESEA influenced teaching practices,
curriculum development, and accountability measures in schools. It might also discuss how
subsequent federal education laws built upon or altered the original intentions of ESEA.

7. The Politics of Education in the United States: From Local Control to Federal Intervention

This book would likely contextualize ESEA within the broader political landscape of American
education, which traditionally emphasized local control. It would explore the political debates and
compromises that led to the passage of ESEA and the shift towards greater federal involvement. The
book might also analyze how this shift has impacted the relationship between federal, state, and local
educational authorities.

8. No Child Left Behind and the Evolution of ESEA: A Comparative Study

While focused on a later piece of legislation, this title suggests a comparison of how ESEA's principles
and objectives have been carried forward or transformed. The book would likely trace the lineage of
federal education policy from ESEA to No Child Left Behind (NCLB), highlighting continuities and
significant changes. It would analyze how accountability and standards-based reforms, prominent in
NCLB, relate to the foundational goals of ESEA.

9. Funding for Opportunity: An Economic Analysis of ESEA and its Impact

This title indicates an economic lens through which to view ESEA and its funding mechanisms. The
book would likely examine the financial implications of ESEA, including the allocation of federal funds
and their economic effects on schools and communities. It might offer an analysis of the return on
investment for federal education spending and its role in fostering economic mobility.
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