EVERYDAY USE SHORT STORY BY ALICE WALKER 2

THE PROFOUND IMPACT OF ALICE WALKER'S “EVERYDAY USE” CONTINUES TO RESONATE DEEPLY WITHIN LITERARY CIRCLES AND
BEYOND, OFFERING A COMPELLING EXPLORATION OF HERITAGE, IDENTITY, AND THE TRUE MEANING OF LEGACY. THIS SEMINAL
SHORT STORY, OFTEN STUDIED FOR ITS NUANCED PORTRAYAL OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE, INVITES READERS TO PONDER
HOW WE CONNECT WITH OUR PAST AND DEFINE WHAT IS TRULY VALUABLE. THROUGH THE DISTINCT VOICES OF MAMA, DEE
(LATER W ANGERO), AND MAGGIE, W/ ALKER CRAFTS A NARRATIVE THAT CHALLENGES CONVENTIONAL NOTIONS OF
APPRECIATION, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVED EXPERIENCE AND ANCESTRAL CONNECTION OVER MERE AESTHETIC
DISPLAY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE CORE THEMES OF “EVERYDAY USE,” ANALYZING ITS CHARACTERS, SYMBOLISM, AND
ENDURING RELEVANCE IN UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF HERITAGE.

e INTRODUCTION TO ALICE WALKER'S “EVERYDAY UsE”

o UNDERSTANDING THE CoRrE THEMES of “EverYDAY Use”

e CHARACTER ANALYSIS IN ALICE W ALKER'S “EVERYDAY Usg”

o MAMA: THE PRAGMATIC MATRIARCH
o Dee (\W ANGERO): THe EpucaTep QUTSIDER

o MAGGIE: THE RESERVED INHERITOR
e Key SYMBOLS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN “EVERYDAY Use”

o THE QUILTS: TANGIBLE LINKS TO THE PAST
o THE BUTTER CHURN AND DASHER: OBJECTS OF FUNCTIONAL MEMORY

o THE SETTING: THE RURAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HOME

THe CONFLICT AND REsoLUTION IN “Everypay Use”

e ExPLORING THE CONCEPT OF HERITAGE IN "EvERYDAY Use”

THe ENDURING LEGACY AND RELEVANCE OF ALICE WALKER'S “EVERYDAY Ust”

ConNcLUSION: THE TRUE MEANING OF EVERYDAY USE

UNDERSTANDING THE Core THEMES OF ALICE W ALKER'S “EVERYDAY Use”

ALICE W ALKER'S SHORT STORY “EVERYDAY USE” IS A MASTERFUL EXPLORATION OF SEVERAL INTERCONNECTED THEMES THAT
DELVE INTO THE HEART OF AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY AND THE TRANSMISSION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE. AT ITS MOST
FUNDAMENTAL LEVEL, THE STORY GRAPPLES WITH THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN OUT\WARD APPRECIATION AND GENUINE
UNDERSTANDING OF ONE'S ROOTS. W/ ALKER SKILLFULLY CONTRASTS THE SUPERFICIAL, ALMOST PERFORMATIVE REVERENCE FOR
HERITAGE WITH A MORE GROUNDED, LIVED EXPERIENCE OF IT. THIS TENSION FORMS THE CRUX OF THE NARRATIVE, PROMPTING
READERS TO CONSIDER WHAT TRULY CONSTITUTES VALUING ONE'S ANCESTRY.



ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES IS THE DIVERGENT PATHS INDIVIDUALS TAKE IN CONNECTING WITH THEIR PAST. DEE/ HAVING LEFT
THE RURAL SOUTH FOR EDUCATION AND A MORE SOPHISTICATED URBAN LIFE, ADOPTS A NEW NAME, \X/ANGERO, AND A NEW
PERSPECTIVE ON HER HERITAGE. SHE VIEWS HER ANCESTRAL ARTIFACTS AS EXOTIC CURIOSITIES, DESERVING OF DISPLAY AND
ACADEMIC CATEGORIZATION RATHER THAN PRACTICAL USE. THIS DETACHMENT HIGHLIGHTS A KEY CONFLICT: THE
COMMODIFICATION OF CULTURE VERSUS ITS INTEGRATION INTO EVERYDAY LIFE. IN CONTRAST, MAMA AND MAGGIE EMBODY A
MORE ORGANIC RELATIONSHIP WITH THEIR HERITAGE, THEIR CONNECTION FORGED THROUGH DAILY LIVING, SHARED MEMORIES, AND
THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF TRADITIONS.

FURTHERMORE/ “EVERYDAY USE” EXAMINES THE COMPLEXITIES OF IDENTITY, PARTICULARLY FOR AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE
PosT-CIVIL RIGHTS ERA. DEE'S EMBRACE OF HER AFRICAN HERITAGE IS PRESENTED AS A CONSCIOUS, ALMOST IDEOLOGICAL
ADOPTION, SYMBOLIZED BY HER NEW NAME AND HER INTEREST IN AFRICAN ART AND FASHION. HO\)VE\/ER, W/ ALKER SUBTLY
QUESTIONS THE AUTHENTICITY OF THIS EMBRACE WHEN IT SEEMS TO OVERSHADOW THE TANGIBLE REALITIES OF HER FAMILY'S
HISTORY. THE STORY PROBES WHETHER IDENTIFYING WITH AN ABSTRACT NOTION OF HERITAGE IS AS MEANINGFUL AS CHERISHING
THE LIVED EXPERIENCES AND THE PEOPLE WHO EMBODIED IT. THIS RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT ASSIMILATION, CULTURAL
APPROPRIATION, AND THE STRUGGLE TO DEFINE ONE’S IDENTITY IN A SOCIETY THAT OFTEN DICTATES WHAT ASPECTS OF
HERITAGE ARE DEEMED VALUABLE OR ACCEPTABLE.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS IN ALICE WALKER's “EVERYDAY Use”

ALICE W ALKER'S BRILLIANCE IN “EVERYDAY USE” LIES IN HER CREATION OF VIVIDLY DISTINCT CHARACTERS, EACH REPRESENTING
DIFFERENT FACETS OF HOW HERITAGE CAN BE PERCEIVED AND VALUED. THE NARRATIVE IS DRIVEN BY THE INTERACTIONS AND
CONTRASTING PHILOSOPHIES OF MAMA, HER ELDER DAUGHTER DEE (WHO RENAMES HERSELF \W/ ANGERO), AND HER YOUNGER
DAUGHTER MAGGIE.

MAMA: THE PRAGMATIC MATRIARCH

MAMA, THE NARRATOR, IS THE BEDROCK OF THE STORY. SHE IS A WOMAN OF THE LAND, GROUNDED IN THE REALITIES OF RURAL
LIFE AND HARD WORK. HER PERSPECTIVE ON HERITAGE IS DEEPLY PRACTICAL AND ROOTED IN THE PHYSICAL OBJECTS THAT
REPRESENT HER FAMILY'S HISTORY. SHE SEES VALUE NOT IN PRESERVATION FOR DISPLAY, BUT IN UTILITY AND THE MEMORIES
EMBEDDED WITHIN THESE OBJECTS THROUGH YEARS OF USE. HER LOVE FOR HER DAUGHTERS IS EVIDENT, THOUGH OFTEN
EXPRESSED THROUGH ACTION RATHER THAN EFFUSIVE WORDS. MAMA'S PHYSICAL APPEARANCE, DESCRIBED AS LARGE AND
MUSCULAR FROM A LIFETIME OF LABOR, MIRRORS HER STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE. HER UNDERSTANDING OF HERITAGE IS
INTRINSICALLY TIED TO SURVIVAL, CONTINUITY, AND THE EVERYDAY RITUALS THAT SUSTAINED HER FAMILY.

Dee (\W ANGERO): THE EDUCATED OUTSIDER

DEE/ OR W/ ANGERO AS SHE INSISTS ON BEING CALLED, REPRESENTS A STARK CONTRAST TO HER MOTHER AND SISTER. HAVING
LEFT THE IMPOVERISHED RURAL ENVIRONMENT FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, SHE RETURNS WITH A NEWFOUND APPRECIATION FOR HER
AFRICAN ROOTS, WHICH SHE INTERPRETS THROUGH A MORE ACADEMIC AND AESTHETIC LENS. SHE VIEWS HER HERITAGE AS
SOMETHING TO BE ADMIRED, STUDIED, AND DISPLAYED, DETACHED FROM THE EVERYDAY CONTEXT IN WHICH IT WAS CREATED AND
USED. HER ADOPTION OF THE NAME \X/ANGERO, IN HONOR OF HER AFRICAN ANCESTRY, IS A SIGNIFICANT STATEMENT OF HER
IDENTITY, YET IT ALSO SIGNIFIES A PERCEIVED DISTANCE FROM HER IMMEDIATE FAMILY'S LIVED EXPERIENCE. HER DESIRE FOR THE
QUILTS, NOT TO USE THEM BUT TO HANG THEM AS ART, HIGHLIGHTS HER DISCONNECTION FROM THE HANDS THAT MADE THEM
AND THE LIVES THEY REPRESENT.

MAGGIE: THE RESERVED INHERITOR

MAGGIE, THE YOUNGER DAUGHTER, IS A MORE PASSIVE FIGURE IN THE NARRATIVE, OFTEN OVERSHADOWED BY HER SISTER'S



ASSERTIVENESS. SHE IS DESCRIBED AS SHY, SCARRED, AND SOMEWHAT WITHDRAWN, BEARING THE PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL
MARKS OF A PAST TRAUMA (THE HOUSE FIRE THAT KILLED THEIR FATHER AND GRANDMOTHER). MAGGIE’S CONNECTION TO HER
HERITAGE IS UNSPOKEN BUT PROFOUND. SHE UNDERSTANDS THE QUILTS NOT AS ARTISTIC STATEMENTS, BUT AS TANGIBLE LINKS
TO HER GRANDMOTHER AND THE LABOR OF LOVE THAT CREATED THEM. HER QUIET NATURE BELIES A DEEP EMOTIONAL
UNDERSTANDING OF HER FAMILY'S HISTORY. |T IS MAGGIE’S UNASSUMING PRESENCE AND HER INHERITED MEMORY THAT
ULTIMATELY ALIGN WITH MAMA'S DEFINITION OF TRUE APPRECIATION, PARTICULARLY \WHEN MAMA ENTRUSTS HER WITH THE
HEIRLOOM QUILTS.

Key SymeoLS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN “EVERYDAY Use”

ALICE W ALKER MASTERFULLY EMPLOYS A RANGE OF POTENT SYMBOLS IN "EVERYDAY USE” TO ARTICULATE THE STORY'S
CENTRAL THEMES OF HERITAGE, MEMORY, AND IDENTITY. THESE OBJECTS ARE NOT MERELY PROPS BUT CARRY THE WEIGHT OF
HISTORY, FAMILY LEGACY, AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, SERVING AS FOCAL POINTS FOR THE CHARACTERS' DIFFERING
PERSPECTIVES.

THE QUILTS: TANGIBLE LINKS TO THE PAST

THE INTRICATELY CRAFTED QUILTS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY THE MOST SIGNIFICANT SYMBOLS IN “EVERYDAY UsE.” MADE FROM
SCRAPS OF CLOTHING WORN BY VARIOUS FAMILY MEMBERS, INCLUDING THE GREAT-GRANDMOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER, THESE
QUILTS ARE LITERAL FABRICATIONS OF HISTORY. THEY REPRESENT GENERATIONS OF WOMEN'S LABOR, SKILL, AND LOVE. For
MAMA AND MAGGIE/ THE QUILTS ARE FUNCTIONAL ITEMS, MEANT TO BE USED, TO PROVIDE WARMTH, AND TO CONTINUE THE
CYCLE OF DOMESTIC TRADITION. THEIR IMPERFECTIONS AND THE STORIES WOVEN INTO THEIR VERY FIBERS ARE WHAT GIVE THEM
VALUE. For Dee (\X/ANGERO), HOWEVER, THE QUILTS ARE TRANSFORMED INTO AESTHETIC OBJECTS, TO BE ADMIRED FROM A
DISTANCE AND DISPLAYED AS ART, DETACHED FROM THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSE AND THE HANDS THAT CREATED THEM. THiS
SYMBOLIC CONFLICT OVER THE QUILTS ENCAPSULATES THE STORY'S CORE DEBATE ABOUT HOW HERITAGE SHOULD BE HONORED.

THe BUTTER CHURN AND DASHER: OBJECTS OF FUNCTIONAL MEMORY

ANOTHER IMPORTANT SYMBOLIC ELEMENT IS THE BUTTER CHURN AND ITS DASHER. THESE ITEMS, LIKE THE QUILTS, ARE IMBUED
WITH THE HISTORY OF MAMA’S FAMILY. THEY REPRESENT THE PRACTICAL, EVERYDAY LABOR THAT SUSTAINED THEIR LIVES AND
CONNECTED THEM TO THEIR ANCESTORS. THE BUTTER CHURN IS A TOOL OF CREATION AND SUSTENANCE, A TESTAMENT TO THE
INGENUITY AND RESILIENCE OF WOMEN WHO WORKED TO FEED THEIR FAMILIES. THE STORY IMPLIES THAT THESE OBJECTS ARE
PART OF THE SHARED EXPERIENCE AND MEMORY OF THE FAMILY, PASSED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS NOT FOR THEIR ARTISTIC
MERIT, BUT FOR THEIR UTILITY AND THE STORIES THEY TELL OF LIVES LIVED. THEIR POTENTIAL TO BE USED AND APPRECIATED
FOR THEIR FUNCTION IS WHAT MAMA VALUES, MIRRORING HER PERSPECTIVE ON THE QUILTS.

THe SETTING: THE RURAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HOME

THE SETTING OF THE STORY — THE HUMBLE, FUNCTIONAL HOME OF MAMA AND MAGGIE — IS ITSELF A POWERFUL SYMBOL. |T
REPRESENTS A CONNECTION TO THE LAND AND A CONTINUITY OF TRADITIONAL WAYS OF LIFE. THE HOUSE, THOUGH SIMPLE, IS A
PLACE OF LIVED EXPERIENCE AND GENUINE FAMILIAL CONNECTION. IN CONTRAST, DEE’S IMAGINED IDEAL FOR HER HERITAGE IS OFTEN
ASSOCIATED WITH MORE SOPHISTICATED, URBAN ENVIRONMENTS OR IDEALIZED AFRICAN AESTHETICS. THE STARK CONTRAST
BETWEEN THE TWO SETTINGS UNDERSCORES THE DIFFERENT WAYS IN WHICH CHARACTERS RELATE TO THEIR PAST. THE HOME IS A
SANCTUARY OF AUTHENTIC HERITAGE, A LIVING TESTAMENT TO THE FAMILY'S ENDURING PRESENCE AND TRADITIONS, EVEN IN THE
FACE OF HISTORICAL HARDSHIP AND SOCIETAL CHANGE.



THe CoONFLICT AND ReEsoLUTION IN “EVERYDAY Use”

THE CENTRAL CONFLICT IN ALICE W ALKER'S “EVERYDAY USE” IS A DEEPLY ROOTED IDEOLOGICAL ONE, PRIMARILY PLAYED OUT
THROUGH THE CLASH BETWEEN DEE (\X/ANGERO) AND HER MOTHER, MAMA/ OVER THE POSSESSION AND INTENDED USE OF
ANCESTRAL HEIRLOOMS, MOST NOTABLY THE QUILTS. DEE ARRIVES AT THE FAMILY HOME WITH HER NEW BOYFRIEND, HAKIM-A-
BARBER, DISPLAYING A STARKLY DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE ON HER HERITAGE THAN THAT HELD BY MAMA AND MAGGIE. HER DESIRE
TO TAKE THE QUILTS AND HANG THEM AS DECORATIVE ARTIFACTS, RATHER THAN ALLOWING THEM TO BE USED, IGNITES THE
STORY'S PRIMARY DRAMATIC TENSION.

DEE VIEWS THE QUILTS AS ARTIFACTS OF A BYGONE ERA, OBJECTS OF ART TO BE PRESERVED AND ADMIRED FROM A DISTANCE.
SHE EXPRESSES DISDAIN FOR HER FAMILY'S SEEMINGLY UNAPPRECIATIVE HANDLING OF THESE TREASURES, ACCUSING THEM OF NOT
UNDERSTANDING THEIR TRUE VALUE. THIS PERSPECTIVE IS FRAMED BY HER NEW, ADOPTED IDENTITY, WHICH SEEKS TO EMBRACE A
ROMANTICIZED AND PERHAPS DETACHED VERSION OF AFRICAN HERITAGE. MAMA, HOWEVER, UNDERSTANDS THE QUILTS AS A
LIVING LEGACY, STITCHED WITH THE MEMORIES AND LABOR OF HER MOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER. SHE BELIEVES THEIR TRUE VALUE
LIES IN THEIR CONTINUED USE, THEIR ABILITY TO PROVIDE WARMTH AND COMFORT, AND THEIR CONNECTION TO THE DAILY LIVES
OF THE FAMILY.

THE RESOLUTION OF THE CONFLICT COMES WHEN MAMA FIRMLY DENIES DEE'S DEMAND FOR THE QUILTS. SHE ASSERTS HER
AUTHORITY AS THE CUSTODIAN OF HER FAMILY'S LEGACY, RECOGNIZING THAT MAGGIE, WHO HAS A DEEPER, MORE INTUITIVE
CONNECTION TO THE FAMILY'S HISTORY THROUGH HER LIVED EXPERIENCE, IS THE RIGHTFUL INHERITOR. MAMA’'S DECISION TO
PROTECT THE QUILTS FOR MAGGIE/ STATING THAT MAGGIE “CAN HAVE THEM AND QUNNIE [HER GRANDMOTHER] WOULD WANT
HER TO HAVE THEM/” IS A POWERFUL AFFIRMATION OF HER VALUES. THE STORY CONCLUDES WITH MAMA AND MAGGIE SITTING
TOGETHER, WITH MAMA ENCOURAGING MAGGIE TO HUM, SUGGESTING A RETURN TO A PEACEFUL, UNPRETENTIOUS CONTINUITY
OF FAMILY TRADITION, WHILE DEe AND HAKIM DEPART, THEIR IDEALIZED VISION OF HERITAGE UNFULFILLED.

ExPLORING THE CONCEPT OF HERITAGE IN “EVERYDAY Use”

ALICE WALKER’S “EVERYDAY USE” OFFERS A PROFOUND AND NUANCED EXPLORATION OF WHAT CONSTITUTES GENUINE
HERITAGE, CHALLENGING SUPERFICIAL INTERPRETATIONS AND EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVED EXPERIENCE. THE STORY
POSITS THAT HERITAGE IS NOT MERELY A COLLECTION OF ARTIFACTS TO BE ADMIRED OR APPROPRIATED, BUT A LIVING,
BREATHING ENTITY DEEPLY INTERTWINED WITH PERSONAL HISTORY, FAMILIAL RELATIONSHIPS, AND DAILY PRACTICES. THE
NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS THE VITAL DISTINCTION BETWEEN APPRECIATING CULTURE AS AN AESTHETIC OBJECT VERSUS EMBODYING
IT THROUGH CONSISTENT, LIVED CONNECTION.

THE CONCEPT OF HERITAGE IS EXAMINED THROUGH THE CONTRASTING PERSPECTIVES OF THE CHARACTERS. DEE (\X/ANGERO)
REPRESENTS AN EXTERNALIZED, ACADEMIC, AND ALMOST PERFORMATIVE ENGAGEMENT WITH HER ANCESTRY. HAVING GAINED A
FORMAL EDUCATION AND EMBRACED A NEW IDENTITY, SHE SEEKS TO RECONTEXTUALIZE HER FAMILY’S PAST, VIEWING HER
HERITAGE THROUGH A LENS OF EXOTICISM AND ARTISTIC VALUE. HER DESIRE TO HANG THE QUILTS AS ART EMBODIES THIS
APPROACH; SHE SEEKS TO PRESERVE THEM AS RELICS, DETACHED FROM THE VERY HANDS AND LIVES THAT CREATED THEM. THIS IS
A HERITAGE OF DISPLAY, OF HISTORICAL CURIOSITY, RATHER THAN ONE OF INTEGRATION AND CONTINUITY.

CONVERSELY, MAMA AND MAGGIE EMBODY A MORE INTERNALIZED AND ORGANIC UNDERSTANDING OF HERITAGE. THEIR CONNECTION
IS NOT BORN OF ACADEMIC STUDY OR IDEOLOGICAL DECLARATION, BUT FROM YEARS OF SHARED LIVING, SHARED HARDSHIP, AND
SHARED MEMORIES. THE QUILTS, THE BUTTER CHURN, AND THE VERY HOME ARE NOT JUST OBJECTS BUT REPOSITORIES OF LIVED
HISTORY. FOR MAMA, THE VALUE OF THESE ITEMS LIES IN THEIR UTILITY, THEIR CAPACITY TO PROVIDE WARMTH AND COMFORT,
AND THE INTIMATE MEMORIES THEY EVOKE. THEY ARE PART OF THE ONGOING NARRATIVE OF HER FAMILY’S SURVIVAL AND
RESILIENCE. MAGGIE’S QUIET REVERENCE FOR THESE ITEMS, HER UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR CREATION THROUGH HER
GRANDMOTHER’S HANDS, FURTHER ILLUSTRATES THIS EMBODIED HERITAGE. SHE DOESN'T NEED TO DECLAIM HER CONNECTION; IT IS
PRESENT IN HER BEING.

THE STORY SUGGESTS THAT TRUE HERITAGE IS PASSED DOWN NOT JUST THROUGH OWNERSHIP OF OBJECTS, BUT THROUGH THE
TRANSMISSION OF PRACTICAL SKILLS, SHARED STORIES, AND EMOTIONAL CONNECTION. IT IS IN THE MEMORY OF THE PROCESS —
THE STITCHING, THE CHURNING, THE LIVING WITHIN THE HOME — THAT THE ESSENCE OF HERITAGE RESIDES. “EverypAay Use”



ULTIMATELY CHAMPIONS A HERITAGE THAT IS LIVED, LOVED, AND USED, RATHER THAN ONE THAT IS SIMPLY COLLECTED OR
EXHIBITED. |T IS A HERITAGE THAT HONORS THE SACRIFICES AND TRADITIONS OF THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE BY CONTINUING THEIR
LEGACY IN MEANINGFUL WAYS, RATHER THAN BY TURNING THEM INTO MUSEUM PIECES.

THE ENDURING LEGACY AND RELEVANCE OF ALICE W ALKER'S “EVERYDAY
Use”

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF ALICE WALKER'S “EVERYDAY USE” IS A TESTAMENT TO ITS PROFOUND THEMATIC DEPTH AND ITS
ABILITY TO PROVOKE CRITICAL REFLECTION ON HERITAGE, IDENTITY, AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION. PUBLISHED IN ]973, THE
STORY CONTINUES TO RESONATE POWERFULLY WITH READERS AND SCHOLARS ALIKE, OFFERING A TIMELESS COMMENTARY ON
THE COMPLEXITIES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY AND THE MULTIFACETED WAYS IN WHICH INDIVIDUALS RELATE TO THEIR
PAST.

THE STORY'S RELEVANCE IS PARTICULARLY POTENT IN CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS SURROUNDING CULTURAL APPROPRIATION
AND THE COMMODIFICATION OF HERITAGE. DEE’S TRANSFORMATION INTO W/ ANGERO AND HER SUBSEQUENT EMBRACE OF A
SEEMINGLY CURATED VERSION OF AFRICAN CULTURE SERVES AS AN EARLY AND INSIGHTFUL CRITIQUE OF HOW EXTERNAL FORCES
CAN INFLUENCE OR EVEN DISTORT AUTHENTIC CULTURAL CONNECTIONS. HER DESIRE TO OWN AND DISPLAY HER FAMILY'S
HEIRLOOMS AS ART RATHER THAN ENGAGE WITH THEIR FUNCTIONAL AND EMOTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE HIGHLIGHTS THE ONGOING
TENSION BETWEEN PRESERVING CULTURAL ARTIFACTS AND RESPECTING THE LIVED EXPERIENCES THAT GAVE THEM MEANING.

FURTHERMORE, “EVERYDAY USE” REMAINS A CORNERSTONE IN EDUCATIONAL CURRICULA, CONSISTENTLY PROMPTING
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT DIFFERENT FORMS OF CULTURAL APPRECIATION. THE CONTRASTING APPROACHES OF MAMA/ MAGGIE, AND
DEE OFFER STUDENTS VALUABLE FRAMEWORKS FOR UNDERSTANDING HOW HERITAGE CAN BE INTERPRETED AND VALUED ACROSS
GENERATIONS AND DIFFERING LIFE EXPERIENCES. THE STORY ENCOURAGES CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS TO HONOR
ANCESTORS AND TRADITIONS, MOVING BEYOND SUPERFICIAL GESTURES TO A DEEPER, MORE EMBODIED UNDERSTANDING.

THE NARRATIVE'S STRENGTH ALSO LIES IN ITS EXPLORATION OF FAMILIAL RELATIONSHIPS AND THE SUBTLE DYNAMICS OF POWER
AND UNDERSTANDING WITHIN A FAMILY. MAMA’S ASSERTION OF HER VALUES AND HER ULTIMATELY PROTECTIVE STANCE OVER
MAGGIE’S RIGHTFUL INHERITANCE UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE OF MATERNAL WISDOM AND THE DEEPLY PERSONAL NATURE OF
DEFINING WHAT IS TRULY VALUABLE WITHIN A FAMILY’S HISTORY. THE STORY’S ENDURING APPEAL LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO
TRANSCEND ITS SPECIFIC CULTURAL CONTEXT AND SPEAK TO UNIVERSAL HUMAN EXPERIENCES OF IDENTITY FORMATION AND THE
SEARCH FOR CONNECTION TO ONE’S ROOTS.

ConcrusioNn: THE TRUE MEANING OF EVERYDAY USE

ALICE WALKER'S “EVERYDAY USE” MASTERFULLY ARTICULATES THAT THE TRUE MEANING OF HERITAGE LIES NOT IN OUTWARD
DISPLAY OR ACADEMIC APPRECIATION, BUT IN ITS INTEGRATION INTO THE FABRIC OF DAILY LIFE AND THE CONTINUATION OF
LIVED EXPERIENCE. THROUGH THE CONTRASTING CHARACTERS OF MAMA, MAGGIE, AND DEet (\X/ANGERO), THE STORY
POWERFULLY ILLUSTRATES HOW GENUINE CONNECTION TO ONE'S ANCESTRY IS FORGED THROUGH MEMORY, PRACTICALITY, AND
LOVE, RATHER THAN THROUGH POSSESSION OR PERFORMATIVE GESTURES. THE HEIRLOOM QUILTS, THE BUTTER CHURN, AND THE
HUMBLE HOME ALL SYMBOLIZE A LEGACY THAT IS MEANT TO BE LIVED WITH AND HONORED THROUGH ONGOING CONNECTION, NOT
PRESERVED AS STERILE ARTIFACTS. THE ENDURING RELEVANCE OF "EVERYDAY USE” CONTINUES TO CHALLENGE READERS TO
CONSIDER THEIR OWN RELATIONSHIPS WITH THEIR PAST AND TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE MOST PROFOUND LEGACIES ARE OFTEN
FOUND IN THE QUIET CONTINUITY OF EVERYDAY EXISTENCE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



\WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THEME EXPLORED IN ALICE W ALKER'S SHORT STORY 'EVERYDAY
Use’?

THE CENTRAL THEME OF 'EVERYDAY USE’ REVOLVES AROUND THE DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES ON HERITAGE AND HOW IT SHOULD BE
PRESERVED AND VALUED. THE STORY CONTRASTS DEE’S <\X/ANGEROIS) INTELLECTUALIZED, AESTHETIC APPROACH WITH MAMA
AND MAGGIE'S MORE PRACTICAL, LIVED EXPERIENCE OF THEIR FAMILY HISTORY.

How DOEs DEe’S TRANSFORMATION INTO \W/ ANGERO SYMBOLIZE HER CHANGING
RELATIONSHIP WITH HER HERITAGE?

DEE’S RENAMING HERSELF \W/ ANGERO SYMBOLIZES HER REJECTION OF HER AFRICAN AMERICAN IDENTITY AND HISTORY, WHICH SHE
ASSOCIATES WITH A PAST SHE WANTS TO DISTANCE HERSELF FROM. HER NEWFOUND INTEREST IN AFRICAN CULTURE AND NAMING
HERSELF AFTER A KENYAN PRINCESS REPRESENTS A SUPERFICIAL EMBRACE OF 'HERITAGE RATHER THAN A DEEP, PERSONAL
CONNECTION.

\W/HAT DO THE QUILTS REPRESENT IN ‘EVERYDAY USE’' AND WHY IS THERE CONFLICT
OVER THEM?

THE QUILTS ARE A POWERFUL SYMBOL OF THE FAMILY'S HISTORY, CRAFTSMANSHIP, AND RESILIENCE. THE CONFLICT ARISES
BECAUSE DEE WANTS TO HANG THEM AS DECORATIVE ARTIFACTS, APPRECIATING THEIR ARTISTIC MERIT FROM AFAR, WHILE
MAMA AND MAGGIE SEE THEM AS FUNCTIONAL ITEMS TO BE USED AND PASSED DOWN, CONTINUING THE TRADITION OF THEIR
CREATION AND USE.

\WHAT IS MAMA'S REALIZATION AT THE END OF THE STORY , AND HOW DOES IT
REPRESENT A VICTORY?

MAMA’'S REALIZATION IS THAT TRUE HERITAGE ISN'T ABOUT OWNING OR DISPLAYING ARTIFACTS BUT ABOUT LIVING THE
VALUES AND CARRYING ON THE TRADITIONS. BY DENYING DEE THE QUILTS AND ENTRUSTING THEM TO MAGGIE, SHE ASSERTS THE
IMPORTANCE OF LIVED EXPERIENCE AND EMOTIONAL CONNECTION OVER SUPERFICIAL APPRECIATION, MARKING AN INTERNAL
VICTORY FOR HER UNDERSTANDING OF LEGACY.

WHAT DOES MAGGIE'S SHYNESS AND SILENCE SUGGEST ABOUT HER CONNECTION TO
THEIR HERITAGE?
MAGGIE,S SHYNESS AND QUIET DEMEANOR HIGHLIGHT HER DEEP, UNSPOKEN CONNECTION TO HER FAMILY,S PAST. \X/HILE DEE

LOUDLY PROFESSES HER NEWFOUND INTEREST, MAGGIE EMBODIES THE CONTINUOUS, INTIMATE EXPERIENCE OF THEIR HISTORY
THROUGH HER VERY PRESENCE AND HER UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRACTICAL USE OF HERITAGE ITEMS.

How DOES THE STORY CRITIQUE SUPERFICIAL CULTURAL APPROPRIATION?

THE STORY CRITIQUES SUPERFICIAL CULTURAL APPROPRIATION THROUGH DEE’S CHARACTER. SHE ADOPTS AFRICAN NAMES,
CLOTHING, AND DECOR WITH A PERFORMATIVE ENTHUSIASM, SEEMINGLY MORE INTERESTED IN PROJECTING AN IMAGE OF
‘BLACKNESS’ THAN IN UNDERSTANDING OR HONORING THE LIVED REALITIES OF HER FAMILY AND COMMUNITY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STORY'S TITLE, ‘EVERYDAY UsSE’?

THe TITLE 'EVERYDAY USE’ UNDERSCORES THE STORY'S CENTRAL ARGUMENT: THAT TRUE HERITAGE IS NOT MEANT TO BE
RELEGATED TO MUSEUMS OR ADMIRED FROM A DISTANCE, BUT IS INSTEAD INTEGRATED INTO THE FABRIC OF DAILY LIFE, USED AND
CHERISHED THROUGH PRACTICAL APPLICATION AND CONTINUED TRADITION.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Here ARE @ BOOK TITLES RELATED TO ALICE WALKER'S “EVERYDAY USE,” ALONG WITH DESCRIPTIONS:

1. _THe CoLor PURPLE _ BY ALICE W ALKER

THIS ICONIC NOVEL FOLLOWS THE LIFE OF CELIE, A POOR, UNEDUCATED BLACK WOMAN LIVING IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH DURING
THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. THROUGH HER LETTERS, WE WITNESS HER STRUGGLES WITH ABUSE, RACISM, AND FINDING HER OWN
VOICE AND IDENTITY. THE STORY EXPLORES THEMES OF FAMILY, SISTERHOOD, AND THE ENDURING POWER OF LOVE AND
RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF IMMENSE HARDSHIP, MUCH LIKE THE INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS IN “EVERYDAY UsEe.”

2. THeR EYeEs WEeRe W ATCHING GoD_ BY ZORA NEALE HURSTON

THIS SEMINAL WORK TELLS THE STORY OF JANIE CRAWFORD, A YOUNG BLACK WOMAN IN EARLY 20TH-CENTURY FLORIDA, AS
SHE SEARCHES FOR INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-DISCOVERY. SHE EXPERIENCES THREE MARRIAGES, EACH TEACHING HER DIFFERENT
LESSONS ABOUT LOVE, SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, AND HER OWN DESIRES. THE NOVEL BEAUTIFULLY DEPICTS BLACK CULTURE
AND LANGUAGE, HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND HERITAGE IN SHAPING ONE'S IDENTITY , ECHOING
THE CULTURAL PRESERVATION CENTRAL TO “EVERYDAY Use.”

3. BeLovep  BY Tonl MORRISON

SET AFTER THE CIvIL W AR, THIS POWERFUL NOVEL TELLS THE STORY OF SETHE, A FORMER SLAVE HAUNTED BY THE GHOST OF
HER BABY DAUGHTER, BELOVED. SETHE ESCAPES TO FREEDOM BUT IS FOREVER MARKED BY THE HORRORS OF SLAVERY AND THE
IMPOSSIBLE CHOICES SHE MADE. THE BOOK DELVES INTO THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA OF SLAVERY AND THE COMPLEX LEGACY
IT LEAVES ON INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES, TOUCHING UPON THE DEEP EMOTIONAL BONDS AND HISTORICAL WEIGHT PRESENT IN
“EveryDAY Ust.”

4. KINDRED _ BY OCTAVIA BUTLER

THIS GROUNDBREAKING SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL FOLLOWS DANA, A BLACK WOMAN IN 1976 WHO IS INEXPLICABLY
TRANSPORTED BACK IN TIME TO THE ANTEBELLUM SOUTH, WHERE SHE MUST CONFRONT THE BRUTAL REALITIES OF SLAVERY. HER
SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON PROTECTING HER WHITE ANCESTOR, RUFUS, WHO IS ALSO HER SLAVE OWNER. THE STORY POWERFULLY
ILLUSTRATES THE ENDURING IMPACT OF SLAVERY AND THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIPS IT CREATED, RESONATING WITH THE
INHERITED HISTORIES IN “EVERYDAY USE.”

5. _A RAISIN IN THE SUN_ BY LORRAINE HANSBERRY

THIS PLAY CENTERS ON THE YOUNGER FAMILY, A BLACK FAMILY IN CHICAGO WHOSE LIVES ARE IMPACTED BY THE INHERITANCE
of A $10,000 INSURANCE CHECK. THEY GRAPPLE W/ITH DIFFERING DREAMS AND DESIRES FOR HOW TO USE THE MONEY, FACING
DISCRIMINATION AND SOCIETAL PRESSURES. THE PLAY EXPLORES THEMES OF FAMILY, IDENTITY, AND THE PURSUIT OF THE
AMERICAN DREAM, MIRRORING THE CHARACTERS' DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES ON HERITAGE AND FUTURE IN “EVERYDAY UsEe.”

6. _HoMeGoIng_ BY YAA GYASI

THIS SWEEPING NOVEL TRACES THE DESCENDANTS OF TWO HALF-SISTERS IN GHANA, EFFIA AND ESI, ONE MARRIED TO A BRITISH
SLAVER AND THE OTHER SOLD INTO SLAVERY. EACH CHAPTER FOLLOWS A DIFFERENT DESCENDANT, SPANNING GENERATIONS AND
CONTINENTS, AS THEY NAVIGATE THE LEGACIES OF COLONIALISM, SLAVERY, AND DISPLACEMENT. THE BOOK POWERFULLY
ILLUSTRATES HOW HISTORICAL EVENTS CONTINUE TO SHAPE INDIVIDUAL LIVES AND FAMILIAL CONNECTIONS, SIMILAR TO THE
GENERATIONAL NARRATIVES IN “EVERYDAY USE.”

7. _THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD _ BY COLSON WHITEHEAD

THIS PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING NOVEL REIMAGINES THE LUNDERGROUND RAILROAD AS A LITERAL TRAIN SYSTEM, CHARTING THE
HARROWING JOURNEY OF CORA, A SLAVE ON A GEORGIA PLANTATION, AS SHE SEEKS FREEDOM. HER PATH IS FRAUGHT WITH
DANGER AND ENCOUNTERS WITH THOSE WHO BOTH HELP AND HINDER HER ESCAPE. THE BOOK OFFERS A STARK AND IMAGINATIVE
PORTRAYAL OF THE QUEST FOR FREEDOM AND THE VARIED EXPERIENCES OF THOSE FLEEING BONDAGE, ECHOING THE YEARNING FOR
A BETTER LIFE AND THE STRUGGLES FOR AGENCY IN “EVERYDAY Ust.”

8. _SuLAa_ BY TonI MORRISON

THIS NOVEL TELLS THE STORY OF THE TURBULENT FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN NEL W/RIGHT AND SULA PEACE, TWO BLACK WOMEN
GROWING UP IN THE BOTTOM, A FICTIONAL AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN OHIO. SULA RETURNS AFTER A DECADE-LONG
ABSENCE, DISRUPTING THE ESTABLISHED ORDER AND CHALLENGING SOCIETAL NORMS. THE BOOK EXPLORES THEMES OF FEMALE
FRIENDSHIP, SOCIETAL JUDGMENT, AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM, TOUCHING ON THE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
CONFLICTS SURROUNDING TRADITION AND REBELLION PRESENT IN “EVERYDAY UsE.”

Q. Mississippl SoLo: A River QUESTS_ BY EpDY L. HARRIS



THIS MEMOIR RECOUNTS THE AUTHOR'S SOLO KAYAKING JOURNEY DOWN THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER/ FROM ITS HEADWATERS TO THE
GULF oF MexiIco. HARRIS/ A BLAack MAN, REFLECTS ON HIS IDENTITY, HIS FAMILY'S HISTORY, AND THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE OF
AMERICA AS HE PADDLES THROUGH DIVERSE COMMUNITIES. HIS JOURNEY DOWN THE RIVER, A SYMBOLIC ARTERY OF AMERICAN
HISTORY AND CULTURE, PARALLELS THE EXPLORATION OF HERITAGE AND PLACE IN “EVERYDAY Uste.”
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