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Understanding the Feifer Assessment of Reading
Sample Report: A Comprehensive Guide

Navigating the complexities of reading difficulties can be challenging for both educators and
parents. The Feifer Assessment of Reading (FAR) is a powerful tool designed to pinpoint specific
areas of weakness in a student's reading abilities, providing a clear roadmap for intervention. This
article delves into the intricacies of the Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report, offering a
detailed breakdown of its components and what each section signifies. We will explore how to
interpret the results, understand the diagnostic categories, and utilize the information to create
effective, targeted reading support strategies. Whether you are a school psychologist, a reading
specialist, a teacher, or a concerned parent seeking to understand a child's reading profile, this
guide will equip you with the knowledge to effectively interpret and leverage a Feifer Assessment of
Reading sample report.
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What is the Feifer Assessment of Reading (FAR)?

The Feifer Assessment of Reading (FAR) is a norm-referenced diagnostic assessment designed to
evaluate a wide range of reading skills in students. Developed by Dr. Kenneth G. Feifer, this
comprehensive assessment provides a detailed profile of an individual's reading abilities, identifying
specific strengths and weaknesses that may contribute to reading difficulties. It is widely used by
educational psychologists, school psychologists, and reading specialists to diagnose reading
disorders, such as dyslexia, and to inform the development of individualized educational plans (IEPs)
and targeted reading interventions. The FAR is administered individually and typically takes
between 60 to 90 minutes to complete, depending on the student's age and abilities.

The assessment is grounded in current research on reading acquisition and the neurobiological basis
of reading disorders. It aims to provide a nuanced understanding of a student's reading profile,
moving beyond a simple measure of reading fluency or comprehension. By examining various
foundational skills, the FAR helps pinpoint the underlying cognitive and linguistic deficits that might
be impeding reading progress. This detailed diagnostic information is crucial for designing effective
and efficient interventions, ensuring that support is tailored to the student's specific needs.

Key Components of a Feifer Assessment of Reading
Sample Report

A typical Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report is a comprehensive document that synthesizes
the results of various subtests into a coherent profile of the student's reading abilities.
Understanding the structure of the report is the first step towards effective interpretation. The
report usually begins with identifying information about the student, the date of administration, and
the examiner. Following this, it presents a summary of the overall findings, often including standard
scores, percentile ranks, and age or grade equivalents.

The core of the report is dedicated to the detailed analysis of each subtest administered. For each
subtest, the report will typically provide raw scores, standard scores, percentile ranks, and
qualitative observations made by the examiner. These qualitative observations are invaluable,
offering insights into the student's approach to tasks, their level of engagement, and any observable
strategies or difficulties encountered during the assessment. The report will then synthesize these
individual subtest results to identify patterns of strengths and weaknesses across different reading
domains.

Detailed Subtest Breakdown
The Feifer Assessment of Reading is comprised of several distinct subtests, each targeting a specific
aspect of reading. These subtests are designed to provide a comprehensive picture of a student's
reading proficiency. The report will meticulously detail the performance on each of these, allowing
for a granular analysis of where difficulties may lie. This detailed breakdown is crucial for accurate
diagnosis and intervention planning.



Summary of Findings and Interpretive Statements
Following the subtest results, a well-constructed Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report will
include a summary that consolidates the key findings. This section often presents interpretive
statements that explain the meaning of the scores in relation to normative data. These statements
help translate the numerical data into meaningful insights about the student's reading capabilities
and potential areas of concern.

Recommendations for Intervention and Support
A critical component of any diagnostic report, including the Feifer Assessment of Reading sample
report, is the section on recommendations. This part of the report translates the assessment findings
into practical, actionable strategies for supporting the student's reading development.
Recommendations can range from specific instructional techniques to the types of resources or
accommodations that might be beneficial.

Understanding the Subtests and Their Significance

The Feifer Assessment of Reading is structured to assess a broad spectrum of reading skills, from
fundamental phonological awareness to more complex comprehension strategies. Each subtest plays
a vital role in painting a comprehensive picture of a student's reading abilities, and understanding
their specific purpose is key to interpreting the overall report.

Phonological Awareness Subtests
These subtests evaluate a student's ability to recognize and manipulate the sound structure of
language. This includes skills like identifying individual sounds within words, blending sounds to
form words, segmenting words into individual sounds, and manipulating sounds within words (e.g.,
changing a sound to create a new word). Deficits in phonological awareness are strongly linked to
difficulties in decoding, a core component of reading. A strong performance here indicates a solid
foundation for word recognition.

Phonics and Decoding Subtests
These components assess a student's ability to apply knowledge of letter-sound correspondences
(phonics) to decode unfamiliar words. This often involves tasks like sounding out regular and
irregular words, recognizing common letter patterns, and applying phonetic rules. Weakness in
these areas often leads to slow, labored reading and difficulty with word recognition, which can
significantly impact fluency and comprehension.

Word Recognition and Fluency Subtests
This section measures a student's ability to recognize words accurately and effortlessly, as well as



their reading speed and prosody (the rhythm and intonation of reading). Automaticity in word
recognition is crucial for freeing up cognitive resources for comprehension. The report will indicate
if a student is a slow, accurate reader or if they exhibit inaccuracies along with slow speed.

Reading Comprehension Subtests
These subtests gauge a student's ability to understand the meaning of written text. This can involve
various tasks, such as answering questions about a passage, identifying the main idea, making
inferences, and understanding vocabulary in context. A strong performance here, even with some
foundational weaknesses, can indicate that a student has the potential to grasp meaning once
decoding barriers are addressed.

Morphological Awareness and Vocabulary Subtests
The FAR also assesses a student's understanding of word parts, such as prefixes, suffixes, and root
words (morphological awareness), which aids in decoding and understanding the meaning of new
words. Vocabulary knowledge is also a critical component of comprehension. The report will show
how well a student can understand word meanings and how this impacts their reading.

Interpreting Standard Scores and Percentile Ranks

The Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report relies heavily on standardized scores and percentile
ranks to compare an individual student's performance to that of their peers. Understanding these
metrics is essential for accurately interpreting the assessment results and identifying areas of
strength and weakness.

Understanding Standard Scores
Standard scores provide a measure of how a student's performance deviates from the mean
(average) score of the normative group. The FAR typically uses a standard score scale with a mean
of 100 and a standard deviation of 15. A score of 100 represents the average performance for
students of the same age or grade. Scores above 100 indicate above-average performance, while
scores below 100 suggest below-average performance. The report will clearly delineate where a
student falls on this continuum for each subtest.

For example, a standard score of 85 would be one standard deviation below the mean, indicating
performance that is below average but not necessarily indicative of a disorder. A score of 70,
conversely, would be two standard deviations below the mean, often falling into the "significantly
below average" or "impaired" range, depending on the specific interpretation guidelines.

Understanding Percentile Ranks
Percentile ranks indicate the percentage of individuals in the normative sample who scored at or



below a particular student's score. For instance, a percentile rank of 50 means the student scored as
well as or better than 50% of the students in their age or grade group. A percentile rank of 25 means
the student scored as well as or better than 25% of their peers.

It is important to note that percentile ranks are not linear. The difference between the 50th and 75th
percentile is the same raw score increment as the difference between the 25th and 50th percentile,
but it represents a larger gap in performance relative to peers. The report will provide these
alongside standard scores, offering a complementary perspective on the student's performance.

Interpreting Score Ranges
The Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report often categorizes scores into ranges to help with
interpretation. These ranges are typically defined as follows:

Average Range: Standard Scores 90-110; Percentile Ranks 25-75

Above Average Range: Standard Scores 111-120; Percentile Ranks 76-91

Below Average Range: Standard Scores 80-89; Percentile Ranks 9-24

Significantly Below Average/Impaired Range: Standard Scores 79 and below; Percentile Ranks
8 and below

It is crucial to consider these ranges in conjunction with qualitative observations and the student's
overall educational profile when making diagnostic decisions.

Diagnostic Categories and Their Implications

The Feifer Assessment of Reading is designed to assist in the diagnosis of specific reading-related
learning disabilities. The patterns of scores across the various subtests allow examiners to identify
potential diagnostic categories, which then inform the nature and intensity of interventions required.

Dyslexia and Specific Reading Disorder
A common diagnosis informed by the FAR is dyslexia, often classified as a Specific Reading Disorder.
This is typically characterized by significant difficulties in accurate or fluent word recognition and by
poor spelling and decoding abilities. The FAR's subtests measuring phonological awareness, phonics,
and decoding are particularly important for identifying the specific profiles of dyslexia. For instance,
a pattern of low scores in phonological processing and phonics, coupled with average or above-
average performance in other areas like comprehension or vocabulary, strongly suggests a
phonological deficit characteristic of dyslexia.



Other Potential Reading Difficulties
Beyond dyslexia, the FAR can also highlight other reading challenges. A student might exhibit a
profile of weaknesses in reading comprehension, even with adequate decoding skills. This could
indicate issues with working memory, executive functions, or underlying language comprehension
deficits that are not directly related to word-level processing. The FAR's ability to differentiate these
areas is a significant advantage in developing targeted interventions.

Impact on Learning
The implications of these diagnostic categories are far-reaching. For a student with dyslexia, the
primary challenge lies in the ability to access and process written information efficiently. This can
impact performance across all academic subjects that rely on reading. For students with
comprehension deficits, the struggle is in extracting meaning from text, which also has widespread
academic consequences. The Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report provides the clarity
needed to understand these impacts and to plan accordingly.

Analyzing Strengths and Weaknesses from the Report

A crucial aspect of interpreting a Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report is the ability to
synthesize the subtest data into a clear profile of the student's strengths and weaknesses. This
analysis forms the foundation for developing effective intervention strategies.

Identifying Areas of Strength
It is important not to focus solely on deficits. The report will also highlight areas where the student
performs well. These strengths can be leveraged in interventions to build confidence and to support
weaker areas. For example, a student who excels in vocabulary might benefit from richer reading
materials or activities that connect new word meanings to their existing knowledge base.

Pinpointing Areas of Weakness
Conversely, the report will clearly delineate the specific subtests or skill areas where the student
struggles. This might be in early phonological awareness, the ability to decode multisyllabic words,
reading fluency, or comprehension. The magnitude of the deficit, as indicated by standard scores
and percentile ranks, helps prioritize intervention targets.

Pattern Analysis
The real power of the FAR lies in analyzing the patterns of scores across subtests. For example,
consistently low scores in phonological awareness and phonics, alongside difficulties in decoding
real and nonsense words, strongly suggest a primary deficit in the foundational skills needed for
word recognition. This is a hallmark of phonological dyslexia. A pattern of adequate decoding but



poor reading comprehension might point towards issues with vocabulary, working memory, or
inferential reasoning.

Qualitative Observations
Do not overlook the qualitative observations. If the report notes that a student was easily distracted,
guessed at words, or showed significant frustration, these observations provide vital context to the
quantitative data. They can offer clues about factors contributing to poor performance that might
not be captured by scores alone, such as attention issues, anxiety, or lack of motivation.

Utilizing the Feifer Assessment of Reading Sample
Report for Intervention

The ultimate purpose of a Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report is to guide effective,
individualized interventions. The detailed insights provided allow educators and specialists to move
beyond a one-size-fits-all approach to reading instruction.

Developing Targeted Intervention Strategies
Based on the identified strengths and weaknesses, specific intervention strategies can be developed.
If phonological awareness is weak, interventions might focus on explicit instruction in sound
manipulation, blending, and segmenting. If decoding is the primary deficit, explicit phonics
instruction, including systematic teaching of letter-sound correspondences and word-building skills,
would be recommended. For comprehension deficits, strategies like explicit instruction in
summarizing, predicting, questioning, and visualizing can be implemented.

Selecting Appropriate Reading Materials
The report can also inform the selection of reading materials. For students with decoding difficulties,
choosing texts that are decodable and aligned with their current phonics instruction is crucial. For
students who struggle with comprehension, selecting texts that are at an appropriate readability
level but also rich in vocabulary and content can be beneficial.

Setting Measurable Goals
The baseline data provided by the FAR allows for the setting of specific, measurable, achievable,
relevant, and time-bound (SMART) goals. For instance, a goal might be to improve the student's
ability to decode CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words with 90% accuracy within 8 weeks.
Progress towards these goals can then be monitored using ongoing formative assessments.



Informing Educational Planning (IEPs)
For students requiring special education services, the Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report is
a critical document for developing or revising their Individualized Education Program (IEP). The
report provides the diagnostic information and specific need areas that justify special education
services and informs the goals, services, and accommodations outlined in the IEP.

Common Scenarios and How to Interpret Them

Understanding how different score patterns translate into common reading challenges can be very
helpful. Examining typical profiles from a Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report can illuminate
the diagnostic process.

Scenario 1: Significant Weakness in Phonological Awareness
and Phonics
A student presents with significantly low standard scores (e.g., below 80) and low percentile ranks
(e.g., below the 10th percentile) in subtests measuring phonological awareness, phonics, and the
ability to decode both real and nonsense words. Their performance in reading comprehension and
vocabulary might be in the average range. This pattern strongly suggests a primary phonological
deficit, characteristic of dyslexia. Intervention should focus heavily on explicit, systematic,
multisensory instruction in phonological awareness and phonics.

Scenario 2: Weakness in Reading Fluency and Word
Recognition
In this scenario, a student might have adequate phonological awareness and decoding skills but
struggles with reading speed, accuracy, and prosody. Their scores on word recognition and fluency
subtests would be significantly lower than their scores on foundational phonological skills. This
profile indicates a fluency disorder, often referred to as reading fluency disorder. Interventions
would focus on repeated reading, guided oral reading, and building automaticity in word
recognition.

Scenario 3: Deficits in Reading Comprehension
Here, a student might demonstrate average to above-average performance in phonological
awareness, phonics, and word recognition, but their reading comprehension scores are significantly
lower. This could be due to a weak vocabulary, poor working memory, difficulty with inferential
reasoning, or problems understanding sentence structure (syntax). The Feifer Assessment of
Reading sample report would provide specific subtest data to pinpoint the exact nature of the
comprehension deficit, guiding interventions to focus on vocabulary development, comprehension
strategies, and language processing skills.



Scenario 4: Mixed Profile
It is also common to see a mixed profile where a student has difficulties across multiple areas,
though often with varying degrees of severity. For example, they might have mild difficulties with
phonics and moderate difficulties with reading comprehension. The FAR report helps to prioritize
these areas, suggesting that interventions might need to be multifaceted, addressing both decoding
and comprehension skills, perhaps in a sequential or parallel manner.

When to Seek Further Professional Guidance

While this guide provides a comprehensive overview of interpreting a Feifer Assessment of Reading
sample report, it is essential to recognize when additional professional expertise is needed. The
complexity of reading disorders and the nuances of assessment interpretation necessitate
collaboration with qualified professionals.

Consulting with a Certified School Psychologist or Reading
Specialist
The interpretation of a Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report should ideally be conducted by a
certified school psychologist, educational psychologist, or a qualified reading specialist who is
trained in administering and interpreting standardized assessments. These professionals have the
expertise to accurately weigh the quantitative data, qualitative observations, and the student's
broader developmental and educational history to arrive at a comprehensive understanding.

Understanding the Limitations of the Report
It is important to remember that any assessment provides a snapshot in time. The Feifer Assessment
of Reading, while comprehensive, does not capture all aspects of a student's learning or potential.
Factors such as motivation, emotional well-being, and the quality of instruction in the classroom can
also significantly impact reading performance. Professionals will consider these external factors
when formulating interpretations and recommendations.

The Importance of Ongoing Monitoring
Interpreting the report is not a one-time event. The effectiveness of interventions should be
continuously monitored. If a student is not making expected progress despite targeted interventions,
or if new concerns arise, further assessment or consultation with specialists may be necessary. This
ongoing dialogue between assessment and intervention is key to student success.

Conclusion: Leveraging the Feifer Assessment of



Reading Sample Report for Reading Success

The Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report is an invaluable tool for understanding and
addressing reading difficulties. By meticulously breaking down a student's reading abilities across
various subtests, it provides the detailed diagnostic information necessary for effective intervention.
Understanding the components of the report, from standard scores and percentile ranks to the
significance of each subtest, empowers educators, parents, and specialists to collaboratively develop
targeted support strategies. Leveraging the strengths identified and addressing the pinpointed
weaknesses are paramount for fostering reading success.

A thorough interpretation of the Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report allows for the creation
of personalized learning plans, the selection of appropriate materials, and the setting of achievable
goals, ultimately paving the way for improved literacy. When approached with a comprehensive
understanding and a commitment to ongoing support, the insights gained from a Feifer Assessment
of Reading sample report can profoundly impact a student's academic trajectory and unlock their full
potential as readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of a Feifer Assessment of
Reading sample report?
A typical Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report includes a summary of the examinee's
performance across various subtests, such as phonological processing, fluency, comprehension, and
decoding. It will often present standard scores, percentile ranks, and age equivalents, along with
qualitative observations about the examinee's approach and any observed difficulties or strengths.

How is the Feifer Assessment of Reading typically used in
educational settings?
The Feifer Assessment of Reading is commonly used to identify students who may have specific
learning disabilities in reading, such as dyslexia. It helps pinpoint areas of weakness and inform the
development of targeted intervention strategies and individualized education programs (IEPs).

What kind of information does a Feifer Assessment of Reading
sample report provide about a student's phonological
processing skills?
The report will detail performance on tasks assessing phonological awareness, such as rhyming,
segmenting, blending, and manipulation of sounds. It will indicate whether the student demonstrates
age-appropriate skills in these foundational areas, which are crucial for decoding and word
recognition.



How does the fluency section of a Feifer Assessment of
Reading sample report help understand a student's reading
ability?
The fluency section typically measures reading rate (words per minute), accuracy, and prosody
(expression and phrasing). The report will highlight any significant deviations from expected norms,
indicating whether a student reads too slowly, makes frequent errors, or lacks appropriate
expression, all of which can impact comprehension.

What are the implications of a low comprehension score on a
Feifer Assessment of Reading report?
A low comprehension score suggests difficulties in understanding the meaning of written text. The
report might specify whether these difficulties stem from issues with vocabulary, inferencing,
recalling information, understanding text structure, or other comprehension strategies, guiding
further diagnostic inquiry and instructional planning.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the Feifer Assessment of Reading sample report, each with a brief
description:

1. _Understanding and Addressing Reading Difficulties: A Guide for Educators_
This book delves into the common causes and manifestations of reading difficulties, offering
practical strategies for identification and intervention. It would likely cover aspects of phonological
awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. The text would aim to equip educators
with the knowledge to interpret assessments and develop effective teaching plans for struggling
readers.

2. _Reading Assessment: Principles and Practices_
This foundational text provides a comprehensive overview of the principles behind effective reading
assessment. It explores various assessment methods, from informal observations to standardized
tests, and discusses how to interpret the results meaningfully. The book would emphasize the
importance of using assessment data to inform instruction and track student progress.

3. _Dislexia: A Practical Guide for Parents and Educators_
Focusing specifically on dyslexia, this book breaks down the complexities of the disorder and its
impact on reading. It offers guidance on recognizing signs of dyslexia, understanding diagnostic
processes, and implementing evidence-based interventions. The resource aims to empower both
parents and educators to support individuals with dyslexia effectively.

4. _Language and Literacy Development: From Infancy to Adolescence_
This book traces the developmental trajectory of language and literacy skills from early childhood
through adolescence. It examines the critical components of literacy acquisition, including oral
language, phonological processing, and reading comprehension. The text would highlight how
developmental milestones influence reading performance and how assessments can track this
growth.



5. _Interpreting Psychoeducational Reports: A Guide for Professionals_
This resource is designed to help professionals understand and effectively interpret
psychoeducational reports, which often include reading assessments. It provides insights into the
language used in reports, the significance of various test scores, and how to translate assessment
findings into actionable recommendations. The book would emphasize the collaborative nature of
assessment interpretation.

6. _Differentiated Instruction for Struggling Readers_
This book offers practical strategies for tailoring reading instruction to meet the diverse needs of
struggling readers. It explores how to modify content, process, and product to support students at
various skill levels. The text would likely emphasize the role of assessment in identifying specific
areas of need for differentiation.

7. _Reading Fluency: Research and Practice_
Dedicated to the crucial skill of reading fluency, this book examines the research supporting its
development and offers practical teaching methods. It discusses automaticity, prosody, and
comprehension as interconnected components of fluent reading. The book would likely connect
fluency assessments to instructional goals.

8. _The Science of Reading: How the Brain Learns to Read_
This book explores the cognitive and neurological processes involved in reading acquisition. It delves
into the scientific underpinnings of phonological awareness, decoding, and comprehension,
explaining how the brain processes written language. The text would provide a theoretical
framework for understanding why certain reading difficulties occur.

9. _Comprehension Strategies: From Foundations to Fluency_
This book focuses on the multifaceted skill of reading comprehension, offering a range of strategies
to enhance understanding. It covers foundational comprehension skills and progresses to more
advanced techniques. The book would likely emphasize how effective comprehension assessment
informs the teaching of these strategies.
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