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setup guide

Navigating the Female Enlisted Army Class B
Uniform Setup Guide

The United States Army places significant emphasis on military bearing and
the immaculate presentation of its soldiers, and this extends to the proper
wear of the Army Class B uniform. For female enlisted personnel,
understanding the nuances of setting up this uniform is crucial for
maintaining professionalism and adhering to regulations. This comprehensive
guide will walk you through every essential element of the female enlisted
Army Class B uniform setup, from the fundamental components to the finer
details of insignia placement and accessory requirements. Mastering this
process ensures you present a sharp, compliant image, whether you're
attending formations, ceremonies, or daily duty. We will delve into the
specifics of the Army Combat Uniform (ACU) in its Class B configuration,
ensuring you have all the information needed to assemble it correctly and
confidently, making this female enlisted Army Class B uniform setup guide
your go-to resource.
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Understanding the Army Class B Uniform for
Female Enlisted Soldiers

The Army Class B uniform, often referred to as the Army Combat Uniform (ACU)
or Combat Duty Uniform (CDU) in its utility configuration, serves as the
standard daily wear for most enlisted soldiers in the United States Army. For
female enlisted personnel, this uniform represents a balance of
functionality, professionalism, and adherence to strict dress code standards.
The Class B configuration typically involves the ACU blouse worn over a t-—
shirt, with trousers bloused or worn with boots. It's designed for
versatility, suitable for a wide range of duties from office environments to
field operations. Understanding the proper setup is not merely about looking
presentable; it's about embodying the discipline and respect inherent in
military service. This guide focuses specifically on the female enlisted Army
Class B uniform setup, addressing the unique aspects and regulations
applicable to women in the Army, ensuring a clear and accurate understanding
of this important aspect of military appearance.

Core Components of the Female Enlisted Army
Class B Uniform

The foundation of the female enlisted Army Class B uniform lies in its
primary garments. Each piece must be regulation and properly fitted to
present the correct military appearance. The Army Combat Uniform (ACU) is the
prevailing uniform system, and understanding its components is key to a
correct Class B setup. This section details the essential pieces that make up
the core of this uniform.

The Army Combat Uniform (ACU) Blouse

The ACU blouse, commonly known as the "Coat, Army Combat Uniform," is a
distinctive element of the female enlisted Army Class B uniform. It is
designed with specific features for comfort and utility, including a
mandarin-style collar that can be worn up or down, depending on the situation
and preference, though regulations often dictate when it should be worn up.
The blouse features hook-and-loop fasteners for various patches and insignia,
including rank, name tapes, and shoulder sleeve insignia. The fabric is
typically a ripstop material, designed for durability. Proper fitting is



crucial; the blouse should not be too tight or too loose, allowing for
freedom of movement while maintaining a neat silhouette. For female enlisted
soldiers, ensuring the blouse fits appropriately across the shoulders and
chest, without appearing strained or baggy, is paramount. The cuffs should be
adjustable and secured neatly. The blouse is typically tucked into the
trousers for the Class B uniform, maintaining a clean and uniform appearance.

The Army Combat Uniform (ACU) Trousers

The ACU trousers are equally vital to the Class B uniform setup. They are
designed for comfort and functionality, featuring multiple pockets for
carrying essential gear. These trousers are characterized by their
distinctive camouflage pattern, the Operational Camouflage Pattern (OCP). For
the Class B uniform, the trousers are typically worn with boots. The proper
way to wear the trousers, particularly for female enlisted soldiers, involves
ensuring a proper fit. They should sit comfortably on the waist without being
too tight or too loose. The length should be such that they do not bunch
excessively at the top of the boots, nor should they be so short that they
expose the lower leg. The ability to "blouse" the trousers is a common
practice, where the bottom of the trouser leg is secured inside the boot top
using elastic or velcro closures, creating a neat and tidy appearance.
Regulations specify how this blousing should be executed to maintain
uniformity.

The Combat Duty Uniform (CDU) Shirt

While the ACU blouse is the primary component, the term "Class B" can
sometimes encompass variations depending on specific unit policies or
historical context. However, in the modern Army, the ACU blouse worn as
described above is the standard for daily wear that aligns with the spirit of
the Class B designation. Some may refer to a lighter weight utility shirt as
a Class B alternative, but the ACU blouse remains the dominant uniform
element for this classification of wear. The key is that the uniform is the
OCP ACU, worn in a manner that is professional and regulations-compliant for
daily duty, which includes the proper wear and configuration of the ACU
blouse and trousers.

Footwear and Leg Garments

The correct footwear is a critical component of the female enlisted Army
Class B uniform setup. The standard footwear is the Army Combat Boot (ACB).
These boots must be clean, well-maintained, and polished if they have leather
elements that require it. Regulations specify the types of approved boots.
The color of the boots is typically black or coyote brown, depending on the
specific uniform and the era of its issuance. For the OCP uniform, coyote
brown boots are standard. Leg garments worn underneath the trousers should be
appropriate and not visible. Generally, subdued or neutral-colored socks are
worn, often specifically designated athletic or boot socks to provide comfort
and support. The socks should be pulled up to cover the calf, especially when
wearing boots that are bloused or have a higher shaft, ensuring no bare skin
is visible between the trouser leg and the boot top.



Essential Accessories and Insignia for the
Female Enlisted Army Class B Uniform

Beyond the core garments, a multitude of accessories and insignia contribute
to the proper and regulation-compliant setup of the female enlisted Army
Class B uniform. Each item carries specific placement and appearance
requirements designed to convey rank, unit affiliation, and individual
achievements. Attention to detail in these areas is paramount for maintaining
military bearing.

Headgear Requirements

Headgear is a mandatory component of the Army Class B uniform when outside of
designated “no hat” areas, such as inside buildings or vehicles, unless
otherwise specified. For female enlisted soldiers in the OCP uniform, the
primary headgear is the OCP patrol cap or the patrol cap with rank insignia.
The patrol cap should be worn squarely on the head, with the brim in line
with the eyebrows. If rank is worn on the patrol cap, it must be centered on
the front of the cap. Some situations may also permit the wear of the boonie
hat or the acu helmet, depending on the operational context or unit policy.
The key is to ensure the headgear is clean, in good condition, and worn
correctly according to Army regulations. Proper fit is essential, preventing
the cap from appearing too large or too small for the wearer's head.

Rank Insignia Placement

The placement of rank insignia is one of the most critical aspects of the
female enlisted Army Class B uniform setup. For enlisted personnel, rank is
typically displayed on the ACU blouse. The rank insignia is worn on the
center of the collar points. For female soldiers wearing the ACU blouse, the
rank insignia is centered on the collar, approximately %% inch from the bottom
edge of the collar. If the rank insignia is a sew-on type, it must be sewn on
squarely and centered. For rank insignia that attaches with a pin, it should
be affixed securely and centered. It is crucial to consult AR 670-1 (Army
Dress and Appearance Regulations) for the most current and precise placement
instructions, as minor changes can occur. Ensuring the correct rank is
displayed and positioned accurately is vital for conveying authority and
position within the chain of command.

Name Tapes and Service Tapes

Name tapes and service tapes are essential identification elements on the ACU
blouse. The name tape, displaying the soldier's last name, is worn on the
wearer's right breast pocket flap, centered. The tape should be the
regulation color and font, typically embroidered or printed on a subdued
background material that matches the OCP camouflage. The service tape, which
displays "ARMY" in capital letters, is worn on the wearer's left breast
pocket flap, also centered. Both tapes should be secured using the hook-and-
loop fasteners on the blouse. It is important that these tapes are
regulation—-issue and not altered in any way. Their correct placement ensures



easy identification of the soldier and their branch of service, contributing
to the overall professional appearance of the female enlisted Army Class B
uniform.

Shoulder Sleeve Insignia (SSI)

The Shoulder Sleeve Insignia (SSI) represents the unit or organization to
which a soldier is assigned. For the female enlisted Army Class B uniform,
the SSI is worn on the upper portion of each sleeve. Specifically, it is worn
centered on the upper part of the sleeve, with the top of the insignia
approximately % inch below the shoulder seam. Both sleeves feature an SSI,
typically the unit's patch. If a unit has a distinctive SSI, it is worn on
the right sleeve, and the U.S. Army tape or another prescribed insignia is
worn on the left sleeve, often replacing the left shoulder sleeve insignia if
it's a specific unit designation that goes there. However, typically, both
sleeves will feature a unit-assigned SSI or the U.S. Army tape. The SSI must
be regulation and properly affixed to the uniform, ensuring it is not
distorted or obscured.

Awards and Decorations

The wear of awards and decorations, such as ribbons and badges, significantly
enhances the appearance of the Class B uniform and signifies a soldier’s
achievements and gqualifications. For the female enlisted Army Class B
uniform, ribbons are typically worn on the left breast pocket area, arranged
in rows according to precedence. Regulations dictate the maximum number of
ribbons per row and the order of precedence. Above the ribbons, authorized
badges, such as Jjump wings, expert infantryman badge, or other skill badges,
are worn, also following specific placement rules. For female soldiers, these
are generally worn centered above the ribbons, with no overlap between rows
or badges unless specifically permitted. The OCP uniform often uses subdued
or subdued embroidered ribbons and badges to maintain a low-visibility
profile, but this can vary based on the specific occasion and unit policy. It
is essential to consult current Army regulations for the exact placement and
wear of all awards and decorations.

Belts and Buckles

When wearing the OCP uniform, a belt is typically worn with the trousers. The
standard belt is a belt with a commonly known “rigger’s belt” buckle, often
made of nylon or canvas in a coyote brown color, designed to be durable and
functional. The belt should be threaded through the belt loops of the
trousers, and the buckle should be fastened securely. The excess belt length
should be neatly tucked away or secured according to regulation, avoiding
excessive dangling. Some older variations of the Class B uniform might have
involved a different type of belt, but for the current OCP ACU, the rigger-
style belt is the norm. The buckle itself should be clean and free from
damage. The belt provides a neat finish to the lower half of the uniform.



Undergarments and Appropriate Civilian Clothing

While not visible components of the exterior uniform, the choice of
undergarments is important for comfort and adherence to regulations. For the
female enlisted Army Class B uniform, undergarments should be appropriate for
wear with the ACU blouse and trousers. This typically means moisture-wicking
t-shirts in subdued colors like black, white, or tan, depending on the
uniform context and any specific unit guidance. The t-shirt collar should
generally not be visible above the neckline of the ACU blouse, and if worn
with the collar popped, the t-shirt collar should follow suit or remain
tucked away. When the ACU blouse is worn outside of the ACU trousers (which
is generally not the case for the standard Class B setup where it's tucked
in), the t-shirt should be plain and tucked in. For civilian clothing worn
under the ACU when the uniform is permitted to be worn in certain off-duty or
casual settings, it should still be modest and appropriate, avoiding overly
revealing or distracting items.

Proper Care and Maintenance of the Female
Enlisted Army Class B Uniform

Maintaining the pristine condition of the female enlisted Army Class B
uniform is a continuous responsibility. Proper care ensures the longevity of
the garments and upholds the standards of military appearance. The OCP ACU,
made from durable ripstop material, requires specific washing and drying
techniques to prevent excessive wear and fading of the camouflage pattern. It
is generally recommended to wash the uniform in cold water on a gentle cycle,
using mild detergent. It's advisable to wash the uniform separately or with
similarly colored items to avoid color transfer. Avoid using bleach or fabric
softeners, as these can damage the fabric and the effectiveness of the
camouflage. Drying should ideally be done on a low heat setting or,
preferably, by air drying to further preserve the fabric and color. Ironing
the ACU blouse and trousers is generally not required, as the fabric is
designed to resist wrinkling. However, if ironing is necessary, it should be
done on a low heat setting, and care should be taken not to iron over any
Velcro areas, as the heat can damage the hook and loop fasteners. All
insignia, tapes, and patches should be checked regularly for loose threads or
damage and repaired promptly. Boots should be kept clean and polished as
needed, ensuring they always present a sharp appearance. Regular inspection
of the entire uniform for wear and tear, cleanliness, and proper fit is a
fundamental part of the soldier’s duty.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Female
Enlisted Army Class B Uniform Setup

Soldiers often have specific questions regarding the intricacies of the
female enlisted Army Class B uniform setup. One common query is about the
exact placement of the rank insignia on the collar of the ACU blouse, which,
as previously mentioned, is centered on the collar points approximately ¥
inch from the bottom edge. Another frequent question pertains to the wear of
unauthorized items or personalizations; Army regulations are very strict on
this, prohibiting any modifications to the uniform that are not explicitly



authorized. For example, altering the fit beyond standard tailoring for
proper fit is generally not permitted, and adding non-regulation patches or
adornments is forbidden. The proper way to blouse the trousers is also a
point of frequent inquiry, with the goal being a neat appearance without
excessive bunching of fabric above the boots. Additionally, soldiers often
ask about the specific types of authorized footwear and undergarments. The
Army Combat Boot (ACB) in coyote brown is the standard for the OCP uniform,
and undergarments like t-shirts should be in regulation colors and of a style
that is not visible above the uniform’s neckline. Always refer to the latest
version of AR 670-1 for definitive answers to specific questions, as
regulations are periodically updated to ensure the highest standards of
military appearance.

Conclusion

Mastering the female enlisted Army Class B uniform setup is a fundamental
aspect of military professionalism and adherence to regulations. This
comprehensive guide has detailed the core components, essential accessories,
insignia placement, and crucial care and maintenance procedures for the Army
Combat Uniform when worn in its Class B configuration. By understanding and
meticulously applying these guidelines, female enlisted soldiers can
confidently present a sharp, compliant, and authoritative appearance that
reflects the discipline and standards of the United States Army. The proper
assembly of the female enlisted Army Class B uniform is not merely about
following a checklist; it's about embodying the values of service and
excellence that define a soldier.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of a female enlisted Army
Class B uniform setup?

The core components include a tan Army Combat Uniform (ACU) blouse worn
untucked, tan ACU trousers, a tan t-shirt (or approved undershirt), tan
socks, and tan boots. Optional additions include a tan garrison cap or patrol
cap, rank insignia for the blouse collar, and appropriate name tapes and
branch tapes.

What are the regulations regarding wearing the Class
B uniform untucked?

AR 670-1, Uniforms and Awards, specifies that the Army Combat Uniform (ACU)
blouse is authorized to be worn untucked as part of the Class B uniform. The
blouse should be zipped up, and the collar should be turned down.

What color and type of t-shirt should be worn with
the Class B uniform?
A tan, crew-neck, short-sleeved t-shirt is the standard. It must be visible

above the neckline of the ACU blouse. Some units may have specific approved
undershirt requirements, so it's always best to check with your leadership.



What are the guidelines for footwear with the Class B
uniform?

Tan, leather or suede, unadorned combat boots are the required footwear. They
should be polished and in good condition. Laces should be of a matching tan
color and tied neatly.

How should rank insignia be displayed on the Class B
uniform?

For enlisted personnel, rank insignia is typically worn on the collar points
of the ACU blouse. The insignia should be centered on the collar, with the
bottom edge of the insignia parallel to the ground and touching the collar
point. Specific placement details can be found in AR 670-1.

What headgear is authorized for the Class B uniform?

The tan garrison cap or the tan patrol cap (boonie hat) are authorized for
wear with the Class B uniform. The specific choice may depend on the weather
or the commander's preference for the formation.

What are the recommended practices for name and
branch tapes on the Class B uniform?

Name tapes are typically embroidered in black thread on a tan background and

are attached to the hook-and-loop fastener on the right breast pocket. Branch
tapes are also typically black embroidery on tan and worn on the left breast

pocket. Ensure they are centered and neatly attached.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to a female enlisted Army Class B uniform
setup guide:

1. _The Polished Barracks: A Modern Enlisted Woman's Guide to Uniform
Excellence_

This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of the female enlisted Army
Class B uniform, offering step-by-step instructions for proper wear and
maintenance. It covers everything from the precise placement of insignia to
the correct pressing technigques for shirts and trousers. The book aims to
empower soldiers with the knowledge to present a consistently professional
and impeccable appearance, reinforcing military standards and personal pride.

2. _From Combat Boots to Class B: Mastering the Female Enlisted Uniform_

This resource focuses on the practical aspects of the Class B uniform for
women in the Army, bridging the gap between field wear and professional
attire. It provides detailed explanations on assembling the complete Class B
uniform, including accessories and headgear, ensuring adherence to the latest
regulations. The book also offers tips on quick fixes and daily upkeep,
making it an indispensable tool for any female enlisted soldier navigating
uniform requirements.

3. _The Essential Enlisted Woman's Uniform Manual: Class B Edition__
Designed as a go-to reference, this manual meticulously outlines the
specifications and proper wear of the female enlisted Army Class B uniform.



It includes clear visuals and easy-to-understand language to demystify
uniform regulations, ensuring soldiers are always in compliance. The book
emphasizes building a versatile and professional Class B setup that can be
adapted for various duty assignments and formal occasions.

4. _Sharp and Serviceable: A Visual Guide to the Female Enlisted Class B
Uniform_

This visually rich guide offers detailed illustrations and photographs to
guide female enlisted soldiers through the correct assembly and wear of their
Class B uniforms. It breaks down each component, from the service cap to the
correct footwear, with precise placement details. The book aims to make
understanding uniform standards intuitive and accessible, ensuring every
soldier looks their best.

5. _Beyond the Basics: Advanced Class B Uniform Techniques for Enlisted
Women__

Building upon foundational knowledge, this book explores more advanced
techniques for achieving peak presentation with the female enlisted Army
Class B uniform. It offers insights into tailoring, advanced ironing methods,
and the strategic use of accessories to enhance a soldier's uniform. The
guide is perfect for those seeking to elevate their appearance and
demonstrate a deep understanding of uniform standards.

6. _The Compliant Comrade: Navigating the Female Enlisted Class B Uniform_
This title addresses the critical importance of uniform compliance for female
enlisted soldiers, with a specific focus on the Class B uniform. It provides
a clear and concise overview of regulations, ensuring soldiers understand the
"why" behind each uniform element. The book aims to instill confidence and
promote a positive military bearing through meticulous uniform presentation.

7. _Attire of Authority: Setting Up the Female Enlisted Class B_

This book focuses on the Class B uniform as a symbol of authority and
professionalism for female enlisted members of the Army. It offers practical
advice on creating a functional and regulation-compliant Class B setup,
emphasizing attention to detail. The guide empowers soldiers to present
themselves with confidence and competence in all their duties.

8. _The Regimented Radiance: A Female Enlisted Class B Uniform Handbook_
This handbook provides a systematic approach to assembling and maintaining
the female enlisted Army Class B uniform, ensuring a consistently polished
appearance. It details the correct layering, insignia placement, and overall
presentation expected in a military environment. The book serves as a
reliable resource for soldiers wanting to master their uniform.

9. _The Smart Soldier's Guide to the Female Enlisted Class B Uniform_

This practical guide equips female enlisted soldiers with the knowledge and
techniques to correctly set up their Class B uniforms efficiently and
effectively. It covers everything from the initial selection of garments to
the final touches, ensuring compliance with all Army regulations. The book
prioritizes clarity and actionable advice for soldiers on the go.
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