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The Essential Guide to Figurative Language IEP Goals

Figurative language is a cornerstone of effective communication and comprehension, yet it can
present significant challenges for students with specific learning needs. Developing targeted
Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals for figurative language is crucial for supporting these
students in mastering this vital aspect of language. This comprehensive guide delves into why
understanding and setting IEP goals for figurative language is paramount for student growth. We will
explore various types of figurative language, common difficulties students face, and provide practical
strategies for creating measurable and achievable IEP goals. By focusing on figurative language,
educators and parents can empower students to unlock deeper meaning in text and express
themselves more vividly. This article will equip you with the knowledge to craft effective figurative
language IEP goals that foster significant academic and personal development.
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Understanding the Importance of Figurative Language
IEP Goals

The ability to understand and utilize figurative language is not merely an academic nicety; it is
fundamental to navigating the nuances of human expression and comprehending complex texts. For
students with learning disabilities, such as those with difficulties in language processing, auditory
comprehension, or abstract thinking, figurative language can act as a significant barrier to academic
success. IEP goals specifically targeting figurative language acknowledge these challenges and
provide a structured pathway for improvement. Without explicit instruction and support, students
may misinterpret metaphors, similes, idioms, and other figures of speech, leading to comprehension



deficits across all subject areas. Furthermore, the ability to employ figurative language enhances a
student's own expressive abilities, allowing for more creative and engaging written and spoken
communication. Therefore, crafting well-defined figurative language IEP goals is an investment in a
student's overall literacy and communication competence.

Commonly Addressed Types of Figurative Language in
IEPs

When developing IEP goals for figurative language, it's essential to break down the broad category
into specific, manageable components. This allows for more targeted instruction and precise
measurement of progress. Educators often focus on several key types of figurative language that are
prevalent in literature, everyday conversation, and academic discourse.

Simile Goals
Similes, which use "like" or "as" to compare two unlike things, are often the introductory figures of
speech targeted in IEPs. Goals in this area focus on a student's ability to identify similes within text
and explain the comparison being made. This foundational understanding is critical for building
toward more complex figurative language.

Metaphor Goals
Metaphors, which directly state one thing is another without using "like" or "as," are more abstract
than similes. IEP goals for metaphors typically involve recognizing that a comparison is being made
and understanding the implied meaning. This requires a deeper level of inferential reasoning.

Idiom Goals
Idioms are phrases or expressions whose meanings cannot be deduced from the literal meanings of
their words. For students, idioms represent a significant challenge because their interpretation is
entirely non-literal. Goals for idioms often focus on identifying common idioms and understanding
their conventional meanings in context.

Personification Goals
Personification involves giving human qualities or abilities to inanimate objects or animals. IEP goals
related to personification aim to help students recognize when non-human entities are described as if
they were human and understand the descriptive effect this creates.



Hyperbole Goals
Hyperbole is the use of exaggeration for emphasis or effect. Students with IEPs may struggle to
differentiate literal statements from hyperbole, leading to misunderstandings. Goals in this area focus
on identifying exaggerated statements and understanding that they are not meant to be taken
literally.

Onomatopoeia Goals
Onomatopoeia refers to words that imitate sounds. While seemingly straightforward, some students
may not automatically connect the sound-based word to the actual sound it represents. Goals might
involve identifying these words and understanding the sound they represent.

Alliteration Goals
Alliteration is the repetition of the same beginning consonant sound in words that are close together.
Goals for alliteration often involve identifying instances of alliteration and understanding its stylistic
purpose, such as creating rhythm or emphasis.

Identifying Challenges Students Face with Figurative
Language

Students with various learning differences often encounter specific hurdles when grappling with
figurative language. Understanding these common difficulties is the first step in crafting effective IEP
goals that address the root of the problem.

Literal Interpretation
Perhaps the most pervasive challenge is a tendency towards literal interpretation. Students may
process language at face value, failing to recognize that the intended meaning deviates from the
literal words. This makes understanding idioms, metaphors, and hyperbole particularly difficult.

Abstract Thinking Difficulties
Figurative language relies heavily on abstract thought and the ability to make connections between
seemingly unrelated concepts. Students who struggle with abstract reasoning may find it challenging
to grasp the underlying meanings of metaphorical comparisons or symbolic language.

Contextual Clues and Inferencing
Understanding figurative language often requires utilizing contextual clues and making inferences.



Students who have difficulty with inferential skills may miss the subtle hints that signal a non-literal
meaning, leading to comprehension errors.

Working Memory and Processing Speed
Processing complex language structures, especially those involving multiple layers of meaning, can
tax a student’s working memory and processing speed. Holding onto the literal meaning while
simultaneously deciphering the figurative meaning can be overwhelming.

Limited Exposure and Background Knowledge
Some figurative language, particularly idioms, are rooted in cultural contexts or historical events.
Students with limited background knowledge or exposure to diverse language use may not have the
necessary framework to understand these expressions.

Auditory Processing Issues
For students with auditory processing challenges, distinguishing subtle nuances in spoken language,
or even identifying poetic devices like alliteration, can be a significant hurdle. The speed and
complexity of spoken figurative language can compound these difficulties.

Strategies for Writing Measurable Figurative Language
IEP Goals

Creating effective IEP goals for figurative language requires adherence to the SMART criteria: Specific,
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound. These principles ensure that goals are actionable
and that progress can be reliably tracked.

Specificity in Goal Setting
Instead of a general goal like "improve figurative language," aim for specificity. For example, "identify
similes" is more specific than "understand figurative language." Define the exact type of figurative
language, the context (e.g., written text, spoken language), and the expected output (e.g., identify,
explain, use).

Measurability Through Objective Criteria
The "measurable" aspect is crucial. Goals must include quantifiable metrics. This could be a
percentage accuracy, a number of correct identifications out of a given set, or a rating scale for
explanation quality. For instance, "identify 80% of similes in a grade-level passage."



Achievability and Appropriateness
Goals should be challenging yet attainable for the individual student, considering their current skill
level and learning profile. Consult baseline data and previous progress to ensure the target is realistic
within the IEP timeframe.

Relevance to the Student's Needs
Figurative language goals should directly address the student's identified needs and be relevant to
their overall academic and functional curriculum. The chosen figurative language types should be
those frequently encountered in their learning materials.

Time-Bound Objectives
Each goal should have a clear deadline, typically tied to the IEP review period (e.g., by the end of the
school year, by the next review date). This provides a timeframe for achieving the objective and for
evaluating the effectiveness of the interventions.

Using Action Verbs
Employ strong action verbs that clearly define the student's expected behavior. Examples include:
identify, explain, define, generate, differentiate, rephrase, create, analyze, interpret, apply.

When crafting these goals, consider the following structure:

Student will (action verb) (specific skill/type of figurative language) in (context) with (criterion)
accuracy/frequency, given (level of support/prompts), by (date).

Examples of Figurative Language IEP Goals

To illustrate the principles of writing effective figurative language IEP goals, here are several
examples tailored to different types of figurative language and student needs.

Simile Identification Goal
By [Date], when presented with a grade-level appropriate literary passage containing at least five
similes, [Student Name] will independently identify each simile by underlining it and will orally explain
the comparison being made in at least 80% of opportunities, as measured by teacher observation and
work samples.



Metaphor Explanation Goal
By [Date], given a short paragraph containing two distinct metaphors, [Student Name] will orally or in
writing explain the meaning of each metaphor by identifying the two things being compared and
describing the implied characteristic or action, with 75% accuracy across three consecutive trials, as
documented in data logs.

Idiom Comprehension Goal
By [Date], when presented with a list of 10 common idioms within sentences from a familiar text,
[Student Name] will correctly match each idiom to its non-literal meaning from a provided list or orally
explain the meaning in context with 70% accuracy, as recorded by the speech-language pathologist
or special education teacher.

Personification Application Goal
By [Date], during independent writing tasks, [Student Name] will intentionally incorporate at least one
example of personification into a narrative or descriptive piece, which will be identified and explained
by the student to the teacher, in 3 out of 5 writing assignments, as indicated by teacher review and
student self-explanation.

Hyperbole Identification and Explanation Goal
By [Date], when reading passages from their English Language Arts curriculum, [Student Name] will
identify instances of hyperbole and explain that the statement is an exaggeration used for emphasis,
with 75% accuracy in identifying and explaining three out of four opportunities, as measured by
teacher-charted responses during shared reading activities.

Generating Similes and Metaphors Goal
By [Date], when given a target noun or concept, [Student Name] will generate at least two original
similes or metaphors that accurately represent the target with 80% appropriateness, as judged by the
teacher, across five independent practice sessions.

Progress Monitoring and Data Collection for Figurative
Language Goals

Effective progress monitoring is the backbone of successful IEP implementation, especially for
figurative language goals. Consistent data collection allows educators to track a student's growth,
identify areas where they may be struggling, and adjust instructional strategies as needed. Without
robust data, it is impossible to determine if the current IEP goals are effective or if modifications are
required.



Methods for Data Collection
A variety of methods can be employed to collect data for figurative language goals. These include:

Checklists: Simple checklists can be used during reading or writing activities to mark when a
student correctly identifies or uses a specific type of figurative language.

Rubrics: For more complex tasks, such as explaining the meaning of a metaphor or using
figurative language in writing, rubrics can provide detailed scoring criteria.

Anecdotal Notes: Brief, objective notes about a student's performance during specific
activities can offer valuable qualitative data.

Work Samples: Collecting student work, such as annotated passages or written compositions,
serves as tangible evidence of progress.

Probe Sheets: Specifically designed short assessments can be administered regularly to
measure performance on a particular skill, like identifying similes in a short passage.

Oral Responses: Recording student oral explanations of figurative language provides direct
insight into their understanding.

Frequency of Data Collection
The frequency of data collection should align with the nature of the goal and the student's needs. For
some skills, daily or weekly collection might be appropriate, while for others, bi-weekly or monthly
data collection may suffice. The key is consistency.

Analyzing Data for Adjustments
Data should not just be collected; it must be analyzed. Regularly reviewing the collected data allows
educators to:

Identify trends in student performance.

Determine if the student is progressing towards the goal.

Pinpoint specific types of figurative language that remain challenging.

Assess the effectiveness of current teaching strategies.

Make informed decisions about modifying goals, interventions, or the level of support provided.

For example, if data consistently shows a student struggling to explain metaphors but accurately
identifying them, the focus of instruction might shift to strategies for inferring meaning.



Integrating Figurative Language Goals into the
Curriculum

IEP goals are most effective when they are not isolated exercises but are seamlessly integrated into
the student's daily academic life. This approach ensures that the skills learned are generalized and
applied in meaningful contexts.

Across Subject Areas
Figurative language appears in various subjects, not just English Language Arts. History texts often
use metaphors to describe events, science explanations might employ similes, and even mathematics
word problems can contain idiomatic expressions. Integrating goals across subjects reinforces
learning and demonstrates the practical application of these linguistic devices.

Differentiated Instruction Strategies
To support students in achieving their figurative language goals, teachers can employ a range of
differentiated instruction strategies:

Pre-teaching Vocabulary: Introduce key idioms or metaphorical phrases before they appear
in a text.

Visual Aids: Use pictures, graphic organizers, or concept maps to help students visualize the
comparisons in similes and metaphors.

Modeling: Explicitly model how to identify and interpret figurative language, thinking aloud
throughout the process.

Chunking: Break down complex texts or sentences containing figurative language into smaller,
more manageable parts.

Sentence Frames: Provide sentence starters or frames to help students construct
explanations or generate their own figurative language.

Peer Support: Implement structured peer tutoring or cooperative learning activities where
students can practice and reinforce their understanding together.

Creating a Supportive Classroom Environment
A classroom culture that encourages questions and exploration of language can significantly benefit
students working on figurative language goals. Creating a safe space where students feel comfortable
taking risks and making errors without fear of judgment is paramount.



Supporting Figurative Language Development Beyond
the IEP

While IEP goals provide a structured framework for intervention, fostering a comprehensive
understanding of figurative language requires a broader, ongoing approach that extends beyond the
formal IEP objectives. This holistic strategy ensures that students not only meet their goals but also
develop a lasting appreciation and mastery of expressive language.

Exposure to Diverse Texts
Regular exposure to a wide range of literature, poetry, song lyrics, and even everyday conversations
is vital. The more students encounter different forms of figurative language in various contexts, the
more likely they are to internalize its patterns and meanings. Reading aloud to students and engaging
in discussions about the language used can be particularly beneficial.

Encouraging Creative Expression
Provide students with opportunities to practice using figurative language themselves. This can be
through creative writing assignments, storytelling, or even everyday conversations. Encouraging
them to describe things using similes or metaphors, even if imperfectly at first, builds confidence and
reinforces learning.

Leveraging Technology
Numerous educational apps, websites, and interactive tools are available that can make learning
figurative language engaging and accessible. These resources often provide immediate feedback,
gamified learning experiences, and varied practice opportunities that cater to different learning
styles.

Parent and Family Involvement
Educating parents and families about the importance of figurative language and providing them with
strategies to support their child at home can significantly amplify the impact of school-based
interventions. Simple activities, like discussing idioms heard on television or pointing out similes in
books, can be highly effective.

Building Metacognitive Skills
Help students develop metacognitive awareness about figurative language. This involves teaching
them to recognize when they are encountering non-literal language, to activate strategies for
understanding it, and to reflect on their own comprehension processes. Asking questions like, "Does
that sound like it means exactly what it says?" can prompt this thinking.



Conclusion: Mastering Figurative Language Through
Effective IEP Goals

Crafting and implementing well-defined figurative language IEP goals is an indispensable component
of supporting students with language-based learning needs. By understanding the diverse forms of
figurative language, the unique challenges students may face, and the principles of writing SMART
goals, educators can create targeted interventions. These goals, when coupled with consistent
progress monitoring and integration into the broader curriculum, empower students to unlock deeper
meaning in texts and express themselves more effectively. The journey of mastering figurative
language is an ongoing one, and through carefully constructed IEP goals, students can develop
essential skills that will serve them throughout their academic careers and beyond. Investing in these
goals is an investment in a student's comprehensive language and literacy development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective strategies for teaching figurative
language to students with IEPs?
Effective strategies include explicit instruction with clear definitions and examples, visual aids
(pictures, charts), graphic organizers for analyzing figurative language in text, reciprocal teaching
activities, and incorporating multi-sensory approaches like acting out metaphors or creating visual
representations of idioms.

How can I measure progress on IEP goals related to
understanding idioms?
Progress can be measured through a variety of assessments. This might include identifying the
meaning of idioms in context within sentences or short passages, using idioms correctly in spoken or
written language, matching idioms to their literal meanings, or explaining the figurative meaning of
an idiom to a peer or the teacher.

What are common types of figurative language that should be
targeted in IEP goals?
Commonly targeted types include similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole, idioms, and
onomatopoeia. The specific types chosen should be based on the student's grade level, current
literacy skills, and identified areas of need.

How can I make IEP goals for figurative language SMART?
SMART goals are Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound. For example, 'Given a
passage with 5 instances of similes and metaphors, the student will correctly identify and explain the
meaning of at least 4 instances with 80% accuracy in 4 out of 5 trials by the end of the school year.'



What are some appropriate accommodations for students
with IEPs struggling with figurative language?
Accommodations can include providing sentence starters for writing activities, pre-teaching
vocabulary and figurative language, breaking down complex texts into smaller chunks, offering choice
in how to demonstrate understanding (e.g., drawing instead of writing), using assistive technology for
text-to-speech or word prediction, and providing additional time for processing and responding.

How can I differentiate IEP goals for figurative language
based on student needs?
Differentiation can involve adjusting the complexity of the figurative language targeted (e.g., starting
with common idioms before moving to more abstract metaphors), the number of examples required,
the level of scaffolding provided, or the mode of response. Some students might focus on
identification, while others might work on application in their own writing or speaking.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to figurative language IEP goals, with descriptions:

1. _The Land of Metaphor_
This enchanting story follows a young explorer who discovers a world where everything is described
using metaphors. The explorer must learn to understand these figurative comparisons to navigate
challenges and befriend the inhabitants. The book subtly introduces various types of metaphors, from
simple object comparisons to more complex abstract ones, encouraging readers to think about how
language creates vivid imagery.

2. _Simile Street Celebrations_
Every street in Simile Street has a unique way of celebrating. From parades that are "as colorful as a
rainbow" to parties "as lively as a beehive," the town's annual festival is a showcase of similes. The
protagonist learns to express their excitement and share their joy using a variety of similes.

3. _Personification Park Adventures_
In this whimsical tale, inanimate objects in Personification Park come to life and have personalities.
The trees gossip, the wind whispers secrets, and the sun smiles warmly. A curious child learns to
understand the emotions and intentions of these personified elements, making friends with the
talking benches and singing flowers.

4. _Hyperbole Hill's Grand Opening_
The residents of Hyperbole Hill are known for their exaggeration. The town's grand opening for its new
library is no exception, with descriptions of "mountains of books" and "a river of eager readers." The
main character must learn to identify and interpret these exaggerations to understand the true
excitement surrounding the event.

5. _Onomatopoeia Ocean Discovery_
Dive into the Onomatopoeia Ocean and explore a world filled with sound words. From the "splash" of
waves to the "buzz" of curious creatures, every discovery is accompanied by descriptive sound words.
A young marine biologist uses these onomatopoeic terms to document the vibrant life beneath the



surface.

6. _Idiom Island Expedition_
This adventure novel takes readers to Idiom Island, where the inhabitants speak exclusively in idioms.
To find the hidden treasure, the explorers must decipher phrases like "raining cats and dogs" and
"break a leg." The journey is a fun and engaging way to learn the meaning of common idioms.

7. _Alliteration Alley's Acrostic Antics_
In Alliteration Alley, the residents love to play with words. Their favorite pastime is creating acrostic
poems where each line starts with the same letter, often linked by alliteration. A budding poet
discovers the joy of crafting playful phrases and memorable messages through this linguistic game.

8. _The Irony Inn's Unexpected Events_
A traveler checks into the Irony Inn, expecting a peaceful stay, but finds a series of ironically
unfolding events. The quiet inn turns out to be the loudest place in town, and the "helpful" staff are
anything but. The book helps readers understand situational and verbal irony through humorous and
unexpected plot twists.

9. _Synecdoche City's Symbolic Stories_
Synecdoche City is a place where parts represent wholes and vice versa, with the city's history told
through symbolic narratives. A historian learns to understand that "all hands on deck" means
everyone is needed and that a single "wheel" can represent an entire car. The city's stories are a
fascinating exploration of how language can convey broader meanings.
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