first ten chapters of alpha phi alpha

The foundational journey of any esteemed organization begins with its core principles and
early development. For Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., understanding the first ten chapters
is crucial to grasping its enduring legacy and guiding ethos. This article delves deep into
the significant milestones, influential figures, and the very essence that shaped Alpha Phi
Alpha during its nascent years. We will explore the initial spark of brotherhood, the
establishment of the first chapters, and the early vision that continues to resonate today.
Join us as we uncover the compelling narrative of the first ten chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha,
revealing the bedrock upon which this historic fraternity was built.
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The Genesis of Alpha Phi Alpha: Founding
Principles and Early Aspirations

The story of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. begins not just with a meeting of minds, but
with a shared vision to create a brotherhood that transcended ordinary collegiate
experience. Founded on January 13, 1906, at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, the



fraternity was born out of a need for support, unity, and upliftment for African American
men pursuing higher education. The founders, often referred to as the "Founding Fathers,"
recognized the unique challenges faced by Black students in an environment often
characterized by racial prejudice and social exclusion. Their aspiration was to establish an
organization that would foster a spirit of scholarship, brotherhood, and leadership,
providing a vital network and a beacon of hope. These early aspirations were deeply rooted
in the principles of Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift.

The very idea of a fraternity for Black men at Cornell was a revolutionary concept at the
time. It was a deliberate effort to create a space where Black students could find solace,
encouragement, and opportunities for personal and collective growth. The founders
envisioned an organization that would not only provide academic support but also cultivate
strong character and a commitment to serving the community. This vision was not merely
about social camaraderie; it was about building a cadre of men who would go on to make
significant contributions to society. The initial meetings were filled with discussions about
creating a lasting institution that would empower its members and, by extension, the
broader Black community.

The Birth of the First Chapter: Alpha Chapter at
Cornell University

The Alpha Chapter, established at Cornell University, is the genesis of Alpha Phi Alpha. This
is where the fraternity's core values were first articulated and put into practice. The seven
esteemed founders - Henry Arthur Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle Jones,
George Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel Allison Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson
Tandy, Sr. - are immortalized as the architects of this enduring brotherhood. Their
commitment to creating a supportive and empowering environment laid the groundwork for
all subsequent chapters and the fraternity's expansive reach. The very act of establishing
Alpha Chapter was a testament to their foresight and dedication.

Cornell University provided the fertile ground for this historic undertaking. The founders,
through their collective efforts, navigated the complexities of establishing a new
organization, facing both internal challenges and external societal pressures. The early
days of Alpha Chapter were marked by intense discussions about the fraternity's purpose,
its organizational structure, and its long-term goals. They meticulously drafted
constitutions, established rituals, and set the standards that would guide Alpha Phi Alpha
for generations to come. The success of the Alpha Chapter was pivotal; it served as the
model and inspiration for the establishment of future chapters.

Establishing the Foundation: The Significance of



Early Chapters

The establishment of Alpha Phi Alpha was not intended to be confined to a single university
campus. The founders understood that to truly fulfill their mission of uplifting men and
fostering leadership, the fraternity needed to expand. The early chapters, therefore, played
a critical role in disseminating the fraternity's ideals and principles to other institutions of
higher learning. Each new chapter represented an extension of the brotherhood, a new
node in a growing network of like-minded individuals committed to the fraternity's mission.
The meticulous process of chartering these early chapters ensured that the foundational
principles were consistently upheld.

The process of establishing new chapters was a strategic endeavor, often led by members
of existing chapters who understood the fraternity's vision. These early chapters were
instrumental in identifying promising young men at other universities who embodied the
ideals of Alpha Phi Alpha. They provided guidance, support, and mentorship to aspiring
chapters, ensuring that the fraternity's growth was both organic and aligned with its core
tenets. The success of these early expansion efforts directly contributed to the fraternity's
rapid growth and its enduring influence.

Chapter Two: Beta Chapter - Spreading the Vision

Following the groundbreaking establishment of Alpha Chapter, the imperative to expand
became paramount. The Beta Chapter holds the distinction of being the second chartered
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Its establishment marked the fraternity's initial
step beyond its birthplace at Cornell University. The founding of Beta Chapter was a crucial
moment, demonstrating the fraternity's intent to grow and to bring its message of uplift
and brotherhood to a wider audience. This expansion was not merely about increasing
membership numbers; it was about planting seeds of Alpha Phi Alpha's values in new
intellectual environments.

The specific institution where Beta Chapter was established is a significant detail in the
fraternity's historical narrative. Its formation was a direct result of the dedication and
commitment of the early Alpha Chapter members who recognized the need for a similar
organization at another prominent university. The process involved identifying potential
members, educating them on the fraternity's principles, and formally petitioning for a
charter. The successful establishment of Beta Chapter validated the fraternity's expansion
strategy and set a precedent for future chapter formations, solidifying its presence in the
collegiate landscape.



Chapter Three: Gamma Chapter - Expanding the
Brotherhood

The momentum gained from the establishment of Alpha and Beta Chapters propelled the
fraternity's growth. The Gamma Chapter represents the third pillar in the foundational
structure of Alpha Phi Alpha. Its formation signified a continued commitment to expanding
the brotherhood and sharing the fraternity's empowering message. Each new chapter was a
testament to the appeal of Alpha Phi Alpha's mission and its ability to resonate with
students across different institutions. The establishment of Gamma Chapter was a
deliberate step in building a robust and influential national organization.

The establishment of Gamma Chapter often involved members who had graduated from
the initial chapters and were now attending or working at other universities. This internal
propagation of the fraternity's ideals was a key strategy in its early growth. The young men
who became members of Gamma Chapter were chosen for their potential to uphold and
advance the fraternity's mission. Their integration into the brotherhood brought new
perspectives and further solidified the collective strength and purpose of Alpha Phi Alpha.

Chapter Four: Delta Chapter - A New Milestone

As Alpha Phi Alpha continued to grow, the establishment of each subsequent chapter
marked a significant milestone. The Delta Chapter, as the fourth chartered chapter, played
its part in this crucial expansion phase. Its founding further solidified the fraternity's
presence within the academic community and demonstrated its increasing organizational
capacity. The chartering of Delta Chapter was not an arbitrary event but a carefully
managed process designed to ensure the quality and integrity of the brotherhood.

The individuals who formed the Delta Chapter were carefully selected to embody the ideals
of scholarship, brotherhood, and service. Their commitment to these principles was
essential for the chapter's success and for its contribution to the overall fraternity. The
establishment of Delta Chapter, like its predecessors, involved meticulous planning and
execution, reflecting the founders' dedication to building a strong and lasting organization.
This chapter's initiation into the Alpha Phi Alpha family was a vital step in its early
development.

Chapter Five: Epsilon Chapter - Growth and
Development



The early years of Alpha Phi Alpha were characterized by rapid growth and a consistent
effort to nurture the development of its chapters. The Epsilon Chapter, the fifth to be
chartered, exemplifies this period of expansion and organizational strengthening. Its
establishment was a clear indication that the fraternity's appeal was extending beyond its
initial strongholds, reaching more students who sought the benefits of its unique
brotherhood. Epsilon Chapter’s formation was integral to the fraternity's burgeoning
national identity.

The members of Epsilon Chapter were instilled with the same core values that guided the
fraternity from its inception. The process of establishing this chapter involved rigorous
training and a clear understanding of the responsibilities that came with membership. The
focus was on developing well-rounded men who would excel academically, contribute
positively to their campus communities, and uphold the highest standards of conduct.
Epsilon Chapter's growth was a reflection of the fraternity's successful outreach and its
commitment to fostering leadership.

Chapter Six: Zeta Chapter - Solidifying Presence

With each new chapter chartered, Alpha Phi Alpha was solidifying its presence and
influence within higher education. The Zeta Chapter, the sixth in the fraternity's lineage,
was a crucial addition that further expanded its reach. Its establishment was a testament to
the growing recognition of the fraternity's value proposition: a commitment to academic
excellence, a strong sense of brotherhood, and a dedication to community uplift. The
chartering of Zeta Chapter was a strategic move to reinforce the fraternity's national
footprint.

The individuals who constituted the Zeta Chapter were carefully selected for their potential
to uphold and advance the fraternity's esteemed mission. Their integration into the
brotherhood was a process designed to imbue them with the traditions and ideals of Alpha
Phi Alpha. The chapter's development was a focal point, ensuring that its members were
equipped to excel in their academic pursuits and to contribute meaningfully to their
respective communities. Zeta Chapter’s foundation was a vital step in solidifying the
fraternity’s institutional presence.

Chapter Seven: Eta Chapter - Momentum Builds

The establishment of the Eta Chapter, the seventh chartered chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., marked a period of building significant momentum. This chapter's formation
was not just another expansion; it represented the growing confidence in the fraternity's
model and its ability to positively impact young men's lives. The successful chartering of
Eta Chapter indicated that the fraternity's organizational structure and its core message
were resonating powerfully with students at various institutions. The collective effort



involved in establishing Eta Chapter further cemented the fraternity's foundational
strength.

The members of Eta Chapter were initiated into a brotherhood that was already
demonstrating a strong commitment to scholarship, leadership, and service. Their active
participation and dedication were essential for the chapter's continued growth and for its
contribution to the fraternity's broader objectives. The establishment of Eta Chapter
underscored the fraternity's ability to attract and cultivate ambitious individuals who were
eager to make a difference, propelling Alpha Phi Alpha's influence forward.

Chapter Eight: Theta Chapter - Reaching New
Institutions

As Alpha Phi Alpha continued its strategic expansion, the Theta Chapter emerged as the
eighth chartered chapter. Its establishment signified the fraternity's sustained effort to
reach new institutions and to extend its network of scholarly and civic-minded young men.
The chartering of the Theta Chapter was a deliberate action to broaden the fraternity's
impact and to ensure that its principles of uplift and brotherhood were accessible to a wider
demographic of students. This chapter's founding was a crucial step in the fraternity's early
national growth.

The individuals inducted into the Theta Chapter were carefully selected to embody the high
standards set by the fraternity's founders. Their commitment to academic excellence,
personal development, and community engagement was paramount. The establishment of
Theta Chapter involved a thorough process of vetting and mentorship, ensuring that its
members were well-prepared to contribute positively to both the fraternity and their
respective campuses. This chapter's successful formation reinforced the fraternity's
expanding reach and influence.

Chapter Nine: lota Chapter - Continued Expansion

The dedication to growth and outreach remained a hallmark of Alpha Phi Alpha's early
development. The lota Chapter, as the ninth chartered chapter, represents the continuation
of this vital expansion strategy. Its establishment was a clear signal of the fraternity's
increasing maturity and its ongoing commitment to extending its positive influence across
different universities. The chartering of the lota Chapter was a key event in solidifying the
fraternity's widespread presence.

The members of the lota Chapter were meticulously chosen for their potential to uphold
and advance the esteemed principles of Alpha Phi Alpha. Their induction was a process that



emphasized the fraternity's core values of scholarship, brotherhood, and service. The
establishment of this chapter contributed to the growing network of Alpha Phi Alpha
brothers, fostering a stronger and more interconnected organization. lota Chapter's
founding was integral to the fraternity's expanding footprint and its ongoing mission.

Chapter Ten: Kappa Chapter - A Decade of
Influence

The chartering of the Kappa Chapter, the tenth established chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., marked a significant milestone, signaling a decade of consistent growth and
deepening influence. By this point, the fraternity had firmly established its foundational
structure and was recognized as a leading organization committed to the advancement of
African American men. The establishment of Kappa Chapter was a testament to the
enduring strength of the fraternity's vision and its ability to adapt and thrive. This chapter's
initiation was symbolic of the fraternity’s sustained dedication to its mission.

The members of the Kappa Chapter were integrated into a brotherhood that had already
laid a strong groundwork. Their commitment to the fraternity's principles of Manhood,
Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift was essential. The establishment of Kappa Chapter
reinforced the fraternity's widespread impact and its dedication to cultivating leaders who
would make lasting contributions to society. This chapter's formation was a key indicator of
Alpha Phi Alpha's successful trajectory during its formative years.

The Lasting Impact of the First Ten Chapters on
Alpha Phi Alpha's Legacy

The collective impact of the first ten chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. cannot be
overstated. These foundational chapters were not merely organizational units; they were
the crucibles in which the fraternity's enduring principles were forged and tested. Each
chapter, from Alpha at Cornell to Kappa, played a vital role in disseminating the ideals of
scholarship, brotherhood, and service to a growing number of campuses across the nation.
This early expansion laid the critical groundwork for the fraternity's future success and its
widespread recognition as a premier Greek-letter organization.

The commitment of the early members and leaders to meticulously establish and nurture
these initial chapters ensured that the core mission of Alpha Phi Alpha remained at the
forefront. They created a blueprint for growth that emphasized quality over quantity,
ensuring that new chapters were comprised of men dedicated to the fraternity's highest
standards. This unwavering focus on integrity and purpose in the establishment of the first
ten chapters directly contributed to Alpha Phi Alpha's ability to weather challenges, adapt



to changing times, and ultimately become a powerful force for positive change in society
for over a century. The legacy of these early chapters continues to inspire and guide Alpha
Phi Alpha members to this day.

Conclusion

The exploration of the first ten chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. reveals a
powerful narrative of vision, dedication, and strategic growth. From the initial founding at
Cornell University to the establishment of Kappa Chapter, these early years were pivotal in
shaping the fraternity's identity and its lasting impact. Understanding these foundational
chapters provides invaluable insight into the core principles of Manhood, Scholarship,
Perseverance, and Uplift that continue to guide Alpha Phi Alpha. The commitment to
brotherhood and community service demonstrated by these early members laid an
unshakeable foundation for the esteemed organization it is today, a testament to the
enduring strength and vision of its founders and early initiates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the foundational principles and ideals that
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. was built upon, as
introduced in the early chapters?

The early chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha's history highlight its founding upon the principles of
Manly Deeds, Scholarship, and Love for All Mankind. These core tenets aimed to uplift and
empower Black men in the face of adversity and racial discrimination.

Who were the 'Seven Founders' and what was their
collective vision for the fraternity?

The 'Seven Founders' were Jewel Henry Arthur Callis, Jewel Charles Henry Chapman, Jewel
Toghrai Alexander Jones, Jewel Robert Harold Ogle, Jewel Nathaniel Allison Murray, Jewel
George Biddle Kelley, and Jewel Lemuel Graves. Their vision was to create a brotherhood
that provided mutual support, fostered academic excellence, and served as a beacon of
hope and progress for African Americans.

What societal context and challenges did the founders
of Alpha Phi Alpha face that influenced the fraternity's
creation?

The founders established Alpha Phi Alpha at Cornell University in 1906, a time of significant

racial segregation, discrimination, and limited opportunities for Black Americans,
particularly in higher education. They sought to create an organization that would provide a



supportive environment for Black men to thrive academically and socially.

What role did the early chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha play
in combating racial injustice and promoting civil rights?
Even in its nascent stages, Alpha Phi Alpha members were actively involved in advocating
for civil rights. They used their collective voice and influence to challenge segregation,

promote voter registration, and support anti-lynching campaigns, laying the groundwork for
the fraternity's long-standing commitment to social justice.

How did the concept of 'brotherhood' manifest in the
initial formation and activities of Alpha Phi Alpha?

Brotherhood was central to Alpha Phi Alpha's genesis. The founders sought to create a bond
of mutual support, intellectual stimulation, and encouragement, offering a vital lifeline and
a sense of belonging for Black men navigating a predominantly hostile environment.

What were some of the early initiatives or programs
that Alpha Phi Alpha chapters undertook to serve their
communities?

Early chapters focused on initiatives aimed at community uplift, such as sponsoring
educational events, providing assistance to those in need, and promoting academic
achievement within the Black community. These efforts underscored the fraternity's
commitment to service from its inception.

What does the term 'Jewels’' refer to in the context of
Alpha Phi Alpha's founding?

The term 'Jewels' is used to honor the seven founders of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
They are revered as precious and invaluable, signifying their foundational contributions and
the lasting legacy they established for the organization.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the first ten chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha, with descriptions:

1. The Founding of a Fraternity: Alpha Phi Alpha's Origins_

This book delves into the historical context and the inspiring circumstances that led to the
establishment of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. It explores the pivotal moments and the
foresight of the founding brothers at Cornell University. The narrative highlights the
challenges and dreams that shaped the fraternity's initial vision for Black men in America.

2. Black Greek Letter Organizations: A Scholarly Journey
This comprehensive study examines the foundational principles and early development of
Black Greek Letter Organizations (BGLOs), with a particular focus on Alpha Phi Alpha's place



within this movement. It analyzes the social, political, and educational landscape that
necessitated the creation of these vital institutions. Readers will gain an understanding of
the enduring impact of these organizations on college campuses and beyond.

3. _The Sphinx and the Secret: Unveiling Alpha Phi Alpha's Early Symbolism_

This title explores the rich symbolism that guided the early years of Alpha Phi Alpha,
focusing on the significance of "The Sphinx." It unpacks the metaphorical meanings
embedded in the fraternity's original rituals and emblems. The book illuminates how these
symbols were intended to instill a sense of purpose and brotherhood.

4. Building the Foundation: Early Chapters and Campus Impact_

This work specifically investigates the establishment and growth of Alpha Phi Alpha's initial
chapters. It details the strategies employed by early members to build strong chapters and
make a positive impact on their respective campuses. The book showcases the dedication
and leadership that characterized the fraternity's early expansion.

5. A Call to Service: Alpha Phi Alpha's Commitment to Manhood, Scholarship, and
Brotherhood _

This book focuses on the core tenets that have defined Alpha Phi Alpha since its inception:
Manhood, Scholarship, and Brotherhood. It examines how these principles were actively
promoted and lived out by the fraternity's first members. The narrative emphasizes the
early dedication to upliftment and the pursuit of excellence.

6. The Visionaries of Alpha Phi Alpha: Profiles of the Founding Brothers_

This biographical collection offers in-depth looks at the lives and motivations of the nine
esteemed founders of Alpha Phi Alpha. It provides insights into their backgrounds, their

aspirations, and the collective vision that brought the fraternity into existence. The book
celebrates the character and intellect of these pioneering individuals.

7. _The Color Purple and Gold: Tracing Alpha Phi Alpha's Early ldentity

This title investigates the origins and significance of Alpha Phi Alpha's iconic colors, purple
and gold. It delves into the historical and cultural associations that informed these choices.
The book traces how these colors became synonymous with the fraternity's identity and its
early mission.

8. From Protest to Progress: Alpha Phi Alpha's Role in Early Civil Rights_

This historical account examines Alpha Phi Alpha's nascent involvement in the burgeoning
Civil Rights Movement. It highlights how the fraternity's early members utilized their
collective strength and intellectual resources to advocate for social justice. The book
illustrates the fraternity's commitment to activism from its formative years.

9. The Brotherhood Oath: Early Rituals and Their Meaning_

This book provides a scholarly exploration of the original oaths and rituals that bound the
brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha together. It dissects the language and intent behind these
foundational ceremonies. The narrative aims to elucidate the deep sense of commitment
and shared responsibility that defined the fraternity's early members.
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