first three degrees of masonry

The intricate world of Freemasonry often sparks curiosity, and at its heart lie the foundational degrees
of initiation. Understanding the first three degrees of Masonry - Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and
Master Mason - is crucial for anyone seeking to grasp the essence of this ancient fraternity. These
initial stages are not merely symbolic ceremonies; they represent a progressive journey of moral and
intellectual development, designed to instill virtues, teach ethical principles, and foster brotherhood.
This comprehensive exploration delves deep into the meaning, symbolism, and teachings associated
with each of these foundational Masonic degrees, offering a clear insight into the path of a
Freemason. From the initial steps of an Entered Apprentice to the pinnacle of the Master Mason, we
will uncover the profound lessons and the shared commitment to self-improvement that define these
early Masonic experiences.
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The Entered Apprentice Degree: The Foundation of
Masonic Learning

The journey into Freemasonry begins with the Entered Apprentice degree, the very first step on a
path of enlightenment and moral refinement. This degree is designed to introduce the candidate to
the fundamental principles of Masonry, laying the groundwork for future understanding and
commitment. It is a period of humble beginnings, where the aspirant learns about the importance of
obedience, discipline, and the desire to learn. The ceremonies and teachings within this degree are
rich in symbolism, using allegorical representations to convey profound truths about life, character,
and one's relationship with others. The Entered Apprentice is taught to approach the Craft with a
sincere desire for improvement and to begin shaping their character through the adoption of Masonic
virtues.

Symbolism and Allegory in the Entered Apprentice Degree

The Entered Apprentice degree is steeped in allegorical meaning, drawing parallels between the
building of King Solomon's Temple and the construction of a virtuous life. The candidate is often
presented with symbolic tools, such as the twenty-four-inch gauge and the common gavel, each
carrying specific lessons. The twenty-four-inch gauge, for instance, teaches the importance of dividing
one's time into appropriate portions for labor, rest, and service to God and humankind. The common
gavel represents the power of reason and self-control to chip away at the rough edges of one's
character, smoothing and perfecting it. The rough ashlar, a stone in its natural state, is a potent
symbol of the uncultivated individual, while the perfect ashlar, a stone shaped and squared for
building, represents the Masons' ideal of a person whose character has been refined through Masonic
teachings and personal effort. The Entered Apprentice learns that these symbols are not mere
decorations but represent tangible lessons for daily living.

Lessons of the Entered Apprentice Degree

The core lessons of the Entered Apprentice degree revolve around the commencement of a journey
toward moral and spiritual growth. Key among these is the concept of "light," representing
knowledge, truth, and understanding. The candidate is encouraged to seek this light diligently,
signifying a commitment to continuous learning and self-improvement. The degree emphasizes the
importance of humility, recognizing that one is at the beginning of a lifelong pursuit of wisdom.
Obedience to the laws of the land and the principles of Masonry are also stressed, as is the
importance of faith and trust in a Supreme Being. The Entered Apprentice is taught the value of
brotherly love, relief, and truth as the cornerstones of Masonic fellowship. This foundational degree
instills a sense of duty and the initial steps toward becoming a man of integrity and purpose.

The Fellow Craft Degree: Building Knowledge and Skill

Following the successful completion of the Entered Apprentice degree, a Freemason progresses to the
Fellow Craft degree. This stage represents a significant advancement in the Masonic journey, moving
from the foundational principles to a deeper exploration of knowledge, intellectual development, and



the pursuit of worldly wisdom. The Fellow Craft is seen as a skilled craftsman, actively engaged in
building their character and contributing to the wider world. The teachings in this degree often focus
on the liberal arts and sciences, encouraging intellectual curiosity and the application of learned
principles to practical endeavors. It is a degree that celebrates industry, perseverance, and the
continuous refinement of one's abilities and understanding.

The Fellow Craft as a Scholar

In the Fellow Craft degree, the emphasis shifts towards intellectual and educational pursuits. The
candidate is encouraged to apply their mind to the study of various subjects, reflecting Masonry's
enduring respect for learning. The degree's symbolism often points to the tools and sciences that
aided in the construction of the ancient temples, highlighting the value of skilled labor and intellectual
contribution. The Fellow Craft is encouraged to become a scholar, diligently working to expand their
knowledge base and hone their reasoning skills. This pursuit of knowledge is not for personal
aggrandizement but to better understand the world, their place within it, and how they can contribute
positively to society. The degree reinforces the idea that a well-rounded education is essential for a
well-lived life.

The Fellow Craft's Tools and Their Meanings

The Fellow Craft degree introduces a new set of symbolic tools that further illustrate the lessons of
this stage. The square, the level, and the plumb are prominent among these. The square teaches the
importance of acting on the square with all humanity, upholding principles of justice and fairness. The
level symbolizes equality, reminding Masons that all men are created equal in the eyes of their
Creator and should be treated with respect. The plumb represents uprightness and integrity, urging
Masons to walk their path with honesty and rectitude. The trowel, often depicted spreading the
cement of brotherly love and affection, symbolizes the unity and harmony that Freemasonry strives to
foster among its members. These tools serve as constant reminders of the ethical standards and
virtues that a Fellow Craft is expected to embody.

The Journey of the Fellow Craft

The journey of the Fellow Craft is characterized by diligent application and the development of a
broader understanding of Masonic philosophy. The candidate is expected to have progressed beyond
the initial stages of curiosity and to be actively engaged in the work of self-improvement. This degree
often involves a deeper dive into the historical and philosophical aspects of Freemasonry,
encouraging the candidate to reflect on the moral lessons presented. The Fellow Craft is seen as a
builder, not just of physical structures, but of their own character and their community. The degree
emphasizes the importance of community engagement and contributing to the well-being of society
through virtuous actions and intellectual pursuits. It marks a period of growth where the lessons of
the Entered Apprentice are put into practice with greater understanding and purpose.

The Master Mason Degree: The Apex of Craft Masonry

The Master Mason degree is the culmination of the symbolic degrees in Craft Masonry and represents



the highest point of attainment within this branch of Freemasonry. This degree is profound in its
allegorical narrative, focusing on themes of mortality, immortality, fidelity, and the ultimate mysteries
of life. The Master Mason is depicted as one who has attained a higher level of understanding, having
faced and overcome trials. The ceremonies within this degree are solemn and deeply moving,
designed to impress upon the candidate the importance of integrity, loyalty, and the enduring nature
of truth. Achieving the Master Mason degree signifies a commitment to living a life guided by Masonic
principles and to sharing the responsibilities of brotherhood.

The Significance of the Master Mason Degree

The Master Mason degree is considered the summit of the first three degrees because it completes
the allegorical narrative of building, representing the completion of a virtuous life and the attainment
of true Masonic knowledge. It is here that the lessons of the Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft are
brought to their full realization. This degree delves into the concept of the "true word," representing
divine truth and the ultimate reward for a life well-lived. The Master Mason is entrusted with the full
knowledge of the Craft and is expected to uphold its principles with the utmost fidelity and wisdom. It
signifies a transition from a learner to a knowledgeable and responsible member of the fraternity,
capable of leading and teaching others.

The Allegory of the Master Mason

The allegory of the Master Mason is a powerful and moving story that explores the transient nature of
life and the enduring power of virtue and truth. The narrative typically centers around the loss of the
Master Architect and the subsequent search for that which was lost. This search symbolizes
humanity's ongoing quest for spiritual truth and enlightenment. The degree teaches that while
physical life is finite, the principles of virtue, loyalty, and integrity can achieve a form of immortality
through their lasting impact. The Master Mason learns the importance of facing life's inevitable
challenges with courage and fortitude, and the ultimate reward of a life lived in accordance with
Masonic ideals. The teachings are profound, addressing themes of resurrection and the eternal spirit.

The Responsibilities of a Master Mason

Upon becoming a Master Mason, individuals are imbued with significant responsibilities. They are
expected to be exemplars of Masonic virtues, guiding newer members with their experience and
wisdom. A Master Mason is called upon to be a pillar of their Lodge, actively participating in its
governance and contributing to its welfare. Their teachings and actions should reflect the profound
lessons learned throughout their initiation. Furthermore, the Master Mason is encouraged to extend
the principles of brotherly love, relief, and truth beyond the Lodge walls, striving to be a positive
influence in their families, communities, and the world at large. They are the custodians of Masonic
tradition and are tasked with preserving and propagating its noble principles for future generations.

The Progression and Interconnection of the First Three



Degrees

The first three degrees of Masonry are not isolated events but rather a cohesive and progressive
journey. Each degree builds upon the teachings of the one preceding it, creating a continuous arc of
moral and intellectual development. The Entered Apprentice lays the foundation, instilling basic
principles and the desire for knowledge. The Fellow Craft expands upon this foundation, encouraging
intellectual growth and the application of learned skills. Finally, the Master Mason degree represents
the culmination, where these principles are fully realized, and the Mason embraces the profound
lessons of life, death, and immortality. This progression is a carefully orchestrated process, ensuring
that each Mason is adequately prepared for the responsibilities and understanding that come with
each subsequent level of Masonic knowledge.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the First
Three Degrees of Masonry

The first three degrees of Masonry - Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason - form the
bedrock of Masonic philosophy and practice. These foundational stages are far more than symbolic
rituals; they are transformative experiences designed to cultivate virtuous character, foster
intellectual growth, and promote a deep sense of brotherhood. From the initial lessons of the Entered
Apprentice on self-discipline and the pursuit of knowledge, through the Fellow Craft's emphasis on
scholarship and skilled application, to the Master Mason's profound contemplation of life's ultimate
mysteries and responsibilities, each degree offers invaluable lessons. Understanding the first three
degrees of Masonry reveals a timeless path of personal improvement and a commitment to
contributing positively to the world, a journey that continues to inspire and guide Masons across
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core purpose of the first three degrees of
Freemasonry?

The first three degrees (Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason) are designed to instill
moral and ethical principles in the candidate, promote self-improvement, and cultivate brotherly love,
relief, and truth through allegorical teachings and rituals.

What is the significance of the Entered Apprentice degree?

The Entered Apprentice degree symbolizes the beginning of a Mason's journey, focusing on the initial
steps of self-discipline, the acquisition of knowledge, and the renunciation of vice, often represented
by the use of rough and common materials.

What does the Fellow Craft degree teach?

The Fellow Craft degree emphasizes intellectual and professional development, the pursuit of



knowledge, and the proper application of skills and talents in the service of humanity. It uses
architectural tools as allegories for building one's character and contributing to society.

What is the ultimate lesson of the Master Mason degree?

The Master Mason degree signifies the completion of the symbolic journey, representing mortality, the
cyclical nature of life, and the enduring nature of character and legacy. It teaches about fidelity, the
consequences of betrayal, and the hope of spiritual resurrection.

How are these degrees interconnected?

The degrees are presented sequentially, building upon each other. Each degree introduces new
lessons and allegories that progressively deepen the Mason's understanding of moral philosophy,
personal responsibility, and the human condition.

Are the rituals and symbols in these degrees literal or
allegorical?

The teachings within the first three degrees are primarily allegorical. The rituals and symbols are
designed to represent abstract moral and philosophical concepts rather than literal historical events
or practices.

What is the role of the 'Tools' in the first three degrees?

Various tools of operative stonemasons are used as symbols. For example, the 24-inch gauge
represents the division of time for productive labor and rest, the common gavel represents the
removal of vice and superfluous growth, and the square represents rectitude of conduct.

What is the expected outcome for a Mason who has
completed the first three degrees?

Upon completion of the first three degrees, a Mason is expected to be a better person, committed to
living a virtuous life, contributing positively to society, supporting their fellow man, and continually
seeking knowledge and self-improvement.

Is there a specific progression or timeline for completing
these degrees?

While the degrees are sequential, there isn't a strict universal timeline. A candidate must typically
demonstrate understanding and preparedness before advancing, and lodges often have their own
guidelines regarding the time between degrees.

Additional Resources

Here is a numbered list of nine book titles related to the first three degrees of Masonry, with
descriptions:



1. The Entered Apprentice's Handbook

This foundational text typically explores the symbolic meanings and allegorical lessons presented
during the first degree of Freemasonry. It delves into the tools and rituals associated with the Entered
Apprentice, offering explanations of their moral and philosophical significance. Readers can expect to
understand the core principles of Masonry introduced at this initial stage of a candidate's journey.

2. _Freemasonry's Entered Apprentice Degree: A Comprehensive Study

This book offers an in-depth examination of the Entered Apprentice degree, providing historical
context and detailed interpretations of its ceremonies. It often breaks down the symbolism of the
working tools, the allegorical narrative, and the ethical teachings imparted. The author typically aims
to illuminate the spiritual and intellectual growth expected from this foundational Masonic experience.

3. _The Fellow Craft's Journey: Understanding the Second Degree

Focusing on the second degree, this title guides the reader through the advancements and expanded
knowledge gained as a Fellow Craft Mason. It typically explains the symbolism of the Middle Chamber,
the pursuit of knowledge, and the emphasis on intellectual development. The book serves to illustrate
the transition from the rudimentary lessons of the first degree to a more advanced stage of Masonic
understanding.

4. The Working Tools of the Craft_

This book likely centers on the symbolic implements used in Masonic degrees, particularly those of
the Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft. It provides detailed explanations of each tool, such as the
24-inch gauge, the common gavel, the square, and the plumb, and how they relate to moral conduct
and self-improvement. The author emphasizes the practical application of these symbols in a Mason's
daily life.

5. The Master Mason: A Search for Light_

This title delves into the pivotal third degree of Masonry, the Master Mason degree, which represents
the culmination of the initial learning process. It often explores themes of mortality, resurrection, and
the ultimate pursuit of truth and enlightenment. The book aims to unravel the profound philosophical
and spiritual messages conveyed in this significant degree.

6. Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry

While covering the Scottish Rite, Albert Pike's seminal work profoundly interprets the symbolism and
philosophy of the initial degrees, particularly the first three blue lodge degrees that form the
foundation. It connects Masonic teachings to ancient mysteries and philosophical traditions, offering a
deep dive into the moral and ethical underpinnings of the Craft. This book is considered essential for
those seeking a comprehensive understanding of Masonic allegories.

7. _The Symbolism of Freemasonry

This book likely provides a broad overview of the various symbols used throughout Freemasonry, with
significant attention paid to those introduced in the Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master
Mason degrees. It aims to demystify the visual language of Masonry, explaining the deeper meanings
behind common emblems. The author seeks to illustrate how these symbols contribute to the moral
and philosophical education of a Mason.

8. The Ritual of the Blue Lodge: An Explainer_

This text focuses on the practical workings and ritualistic elements of the first three degrees,
commonly known as the Blue Lodge degrees. It breaks down the ceremonies and spoken words,
offering interpretations of their purpose and symbolic intent. The book serves as a guide to
understanding the structure and flow of these foundational Masonic initiations.



9. The Master's Carpet and the Key to the Masonic Ritual

This title likely explores specific elements within the Master Mason degree, such as the Master's
Carpet, which is a symbolic representation of the universe. It may also delve into how certain symbols
and phrases act as keys to unlocking deeper meanings within the ritual. The book aims to provide
insights into the allegorical narrative and its profound implications for the Master Mason.
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