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Understanding the Fluharty 2 Scoring Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide

The Fluharty Preschool Speech and Language Screening Test, Second Edition (Fluharty-2),
is a vital tool for speech-language pathologists (SLPs) and educators seeking to identify
potential speech and language delays in young children. Accurately interpreting and
applying the Fluharty 2 scoring manual is paramount to ensuring reliable assessments and
appropriate intervention planning. This comprehensive guide delves deep into the
intricacies of the Fluharty 2 scoring process, covering everything from initial administration
considerations to detailed score interpretation and reporting. We will explore the various
subtests, scoring criteria, normative data, and the practical application of the Fluharty 2
scoring manual in clinical settings. Understanding the nuances of this manual is key to
unlocking a child's communication potential and guiding them toward successful
development. This article aims to demystify the Fluharty 2 scoring manual, making it an
accessible and indispensable resource for professionals working with preschoolers.
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Key Components of the Fluharty-2

The Fluharty Preschool Speech and Language Screening Test, Second Edition, is designed
to efficiently assess foundational speech and language skills in children aged 3 to 6 years
and 11 months. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual provides the framework for understanding
the results derived from its subtests. The screening instrument itself comprises several
distinct subtests, each targeting a different aspect of early communication development.
Understanding these components is the first step toward accurate Fluharty 2 scoring. The
manual outlines the specific materials needed, the precise administration procedures, and
the scoring rubrics for each section. Professionals rely on this detailed documentation to
ensure consistency and validity in their assessments.

The Articulation Subtest
This subtest evaluates a child's ability to produce sounds in different word positions – initial,
medial, and final. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual details how to score each sound, noting
any omissions, substitutions, or distortions. For instance, a specific phonetic error will have
a defined scoring method within the manual. The clarity of the scoring criteria in the
Fluharty 2 scoring manual is crucial for objective evaluation.

The Repeating Sentences Subtest
Assessing a child's auditory memory and grammatical understanding, this subtest involves
the child repeating sentences of increasing length and complexity. The Fluharty 2 scoring
manual provides specific guidelines on what constitutes a correct repetition, including
acceptable variations and what would be considered an error. This helps in obtaining a
reliable measure of their sentence repetition abilities.

The Following Directions Subtest
This subtest measures a child's ability to comprehend and execute spoken instructions. The
complexity of the directions varies, requiring the child to attend to specific details like the
number of items, their attributes, and the sequence of actions. The Fluharty 2 scoring
manual offers clear scoring criteria for each direction, ensuring consistent evaluation of
comprehension skills.

The Responding to Questions Subtest
This section assesses a child's receptive language skills by examining their ability to answer
various types of questions, including who, what, where, when, why, and how questions. The
Fluharty 2 scoring manual provides guidance on what constitutes a developmentally
appropriate and correct answer for each question type, facilitating accurate scoring.



The Describing Actions Subtest
Here, the child is shown pictures and asked to describe the actions depicted. This subtest
evaluates expressive language, vocabulary, and the ability to form grammatically correct
sentences. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual offers specific scoring parameters related to the
completeness and accuracy of the child's descriptions.

Administering the Fluharty-2: Pre-Scoring
Considerations

Before delving into the Fluharty 2 scoring manual, it's essential to ensure that the screening
is administered correctly. Proper administration is the bedrock of accurate scoring. The
manual provides detailed instructions on creating a conducive testing environment,
establishing rapport with the child, and presenting stimuli clearly. Adhering strictly to these
guidelines minimizes variables that could influence a child's performance and,
consequently, the final scores. Familiarity with the Fluharty 2 scoring manual’s
administration section is a prerequisite for any SLP using the test.

Creating a Conducive Testing Environment
The testing environment should be quiet, free from distractions, and comfortable for the
child. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual emphasizes the importance of minimizing external
stimuli that could interfere with the child’s focus. This setting allows the child to engage
with the assessment materials more effectively, leading to more reliable results that can be
accurately scored according to the manual.

Establishing Rapport with the Child
Building a positive rapport with the child is crucial for their comfort and willingness to
participate. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual suggests engaging in brief, informal
conversation before commencing the formal assessment. This helps the child feel more
relaxed, which can significantly impact their performance and the subsequent Fluharty 2
scoring.

Understanding Stimulus Presentation
Each subtest requires specific methods for presenting stimuli, whether it's showing picture
cards or speaking sentences. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual outlines the exact wording and
visual cues to use. Deviating from these can lead to inaccurate performance and, therefore,
flawed Fluharty 2 scoring. Consistency in presentation is key.



Scoring the Fluharty-2: Detailed Breakdown

The Fluharty 2 scoring manual is the definitive guide for assigning scores to a child's
responses. Each subtest has specific scoring criteria, and understanding these nuances is
vital for accurate assessment. The manual provides a systematic approach, typically
involving assigning raw scores for each item and then converting these into more
meaningful standard scores, percentile ranks, and age equivalents. Mastering the Fluharty
2 scoring process ensures that the assessment truly reflects the child's communication
abilities.

Assigning Raw Scores
For each item within a subtest, a decision is made whether the child's response is correct or
incorrect, or receives partial credit as specified in the Fluharty 2 scoring manual. The raw
score is the total number of correct responses for a given subtest. The manual provides
specific examples of correct and incorrect responses, which are critical for consistent
Fluharty 2 scoring.

Calculating Standard Scores
Raw scores are then converted into standard scores using the normative data provided in
the Fluharty 2 scoring manual. Standard scores have a mean of 100 and a standard
deviation of 15, allowing for comparison to a peer group. The manual includes detailed
tables for this conversion, which is a core element of Fluharty 2 scoring.

Determining Percentile Ranks
Percentile ranks indicate the percentage of children in the normative sample who scored at
or below a particular score. This is another key output from the Fluharty 2 scoring manual,
offering insight into how a child's performance compares to their age-matched peers.

Calculating Age Equivalents
Age equivalents suggest the chronological age at which the average child would obtain a
particular raw score. While often used, the Fluharty 2 scoring manual, like other
professional guidelines, may advise caution in interpreting these, as they don't represent a
child's exact developmental level as precisely as standard scores.

Interpreting Fluharty 2 Scores: Understanding
the Numbers



Once the raw scores are converted, the real work of interpretation begins, guided by the
Fluharty 2 scoring manual. Understanding what these numbers mean in relation to a child's
developmental trajectory is crucial. The manual helps professionals analyze the patterns of
scores across subtests to identify specific areas of strength and weakness in a child's
speech and language skills. Effective interpretation of Fluharty 2 scores is what transforms
raw data into actionable insights.

Analyzing Subtest Performance
The Fluharty 2 scoring manual encourages a detailed analysis of performance on each
subtest. A child might excel in articulation but struggle with sentence repetition, for
example. These patterns can highlight specific areas that require targeted intervention, as
detailed in the manual’s interpretation guidelines.

Identifying Areas of Concern
Scores falling significantly below the average range (typically below 85 on a standard
score) often indicate a potential area of concern. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual provides
interpretive ranges to help SLPs identify these areas and determine if further, more
comprehensive evaluation is warranted.

Considering the Overall Communication Profile
It is important to consider the child's overall communication profile, rather than focusing
solely on individual subtest scores. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual advocates for a holistic
view, integrating information from all subtests to gain a comprehensive understanding of
the child’s abilities. This integrated approach is central to effective Fluharty 2 scoring.

Using Normative Data in Fluharty 2 Scoring

The Fluharty 2 scoring manual relies heavily on normative data to make comparisons
between a child's performance and that of their peers. This data, collected from a
representative sample of children, is essential for determining if a child's scores are within
the expected range for their age. The accuracy and representativeness of the normative
data are critical for the validity of the Fluharty 2 scoring process.

Understanding the Normative Sample
The Fluharty 2 scoring manual details the characteristics of the normative sample, including
age, gender, geographic location, and socioeconomic status. This information allows SLPs
to assess whether the sample is appropriate for the child being tested. A mismatch can
impact the accuracy of the Fluharty 2 scoring.



Applying Age and Grade Norms
The manual provides tables for converting raw scores to standard scores and percentile
ranks based on the child's chronological age. This ensures that comparisons are made
against children of the same developmental stage, a fundamental aspect of Fluharty 2
scoring.

Interpreting Score Deviations
The Fluharty 2 scoring manual helps professionals understand what constitutes a significant
deviation from the norm. A score that is one or two standard deviations below the mean, for
example, might indicate a need for further assessment, as outlined in the manual.

Common Challenges and Best Practices in
Fluharty 2 Scoring

While the Fluharty 2 scoring manual provides a structured approach, SLPs may encounter
challenges during the scoring process. Being aware of these potential pitfalls and
employing best practices can significantly enhance the accuracy and reliability of the
Fluharty 2 scoring. Adherence to the manual’s guidelines is the primary best practice.

Inconsistent Administration
One of the most common challenges is inconsistent administration of the test, which can
directly affect scoring. Best practice involves thorough training and adherence to the
administration protocols detailed in the Fluharty 2 scoring manual.

Subjectivity in Scoring
While the manual strives for objectivity, some items may still involve a degree of subjective
judgment. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual provides examples to mitigate this, but ongoing
professional development and calibration among clinicians can further improve consistency
in Fluharty 2 scoring.

Misinterpreting Normative Data
Misunderstanding how to correctly apply the normative data can lead to incorrect
interpretations. It’s crucial to refer back to the Fluharty 2 scoring manual’s tables and
explanations to ensure correct score conversions and interpretations.



Ensuring Comprehensive Assessment
The Fluharty-2 is a screening tool. Best practice, often highlighted in discussions around the
Fluharty 2 scoring manual, is to recognize when a child’s performance suggests the need
for a more in-depth diagnostic assessment conducted by a qualified SLP.

Reporting Fluharty 2 Assessment Results

The way assessment results are reported is as important as the scoring itself. The Fluharty
2 scoring manual implicitly guides reporting by providing standardized scores and
interpretive categories. Professional reports should clearly communicate the child's
performance, the implications of the scores, and recommendations for intervention or
further evaluation. Effective reporting makes the Fluharty 2 scoring meaningful for parents
and other professionals.

Structuring the Report
Reports should typically include an overview of the assessment, the child’s performance on
each subtest with corresponding scores, an interpretation of these scores, and clear,
actionable recommendations. The Fluharty 2 scoring manual’s structure for presenting data
can inform report writing.

Explaining Scores Clearly
Avoid jargon and explain scores in a way that parents and other stakeholders can
understand. For example, instead of just stating a standard score, explain what it means in
relation to the child’s peers, using the interpretative categories provided in the Fluharty 2
scoring manual.

Providing Specific Recommendations
Based on the Fluharty 2 scoring and interpretation, provide specific recommendations for
intervention, such as targeting particular language skills or consulting with other
specialists. The manual’s insights into areas of difficulty will drive these recommendations.

The Role of the Fluharty 2 Scoring Manual in
Intervention Planning

The ultimate goal of using the Fluharty-2 is to inform intervention planning. The Fluharty 2
scoring manual provides the data necessary to identify a child's specific communication
needs, which then guides the development of individualized therapy goals and strategies.



Accurate Fluharty 2 scoring directly impacts the effectiveness of early intervention services.

Identifying Target Areas
The scores obtained and interpreted using the Fluharty 2 scoring manual highlight areas
where a child may need support. For instance, low scores in the repeating sentences
subtest might indicate a need to work on syntax and auditory memory.

Setting Measurable Goals
The information derived from the Fluharty 2 scoring can be used to set measurable,
achievable goals for speech and language therapy. These goals should be aligned with the
child’s identified strengths and weaknesses, as detailed through the manual’s scoring
framework.

Monitoring Progress
While the Fluharty-2 is a screening tool, the baseline data established through its scoring
can be used as a reference point to monitor a child's progress in therapy. Repeated
administrations, if appropriate, can demonstrate growth over time, reflecting the impact of
intervention informed by the initial Fluharty 2 scoring.

Conclusion: Mastering Fluharty 2 Scoring

The Fluharty 2 scoring manual is an indispensable resource for professionals dedicated to
assessing and supporting the communication development of young children. By
thoroughly understanding and applying the procedures and interpretations outlined within
the manual, SLPs can conduct accurate screenings, identify potential areas of concern, and
lay the groundwork for effective intervention. Mastery of the Fluharty 2 scoring process
ensures that each child receives the most appropriate and beneficial support for their
unique communication journey. Diligent adherence to the Fluharty 2 scoring manual’s
guidelines leads to reliable data, empowering professionals to make informed decisions and
positively impact a child’s future linguistic and social development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Fluharty-2 Scoring
Manual?
The Fluharty-2 Scoring Manual provides detailed instructions and guidelines for
administering, scoring, and interpreting the Fluharty Preschool Speech and Language
Screening Test, Second Edition.



What age range does the Fluharty-2 assess?
The Fluharty-2 is designed for screening speech and language skills in children aged 3
years to 6 years and 11 months.

What are the key components of the Fluharty-2 that the
scoring manual addresses?
The manual covers scoring for subtests including articulation, receptive language,
expressive language, and repeating sentences.

How does the Fluharty-2 Scoring Manual help in
determining a child's language level?
It provides normative data and scoring procedures to compare a child's performance to
their age peers, helping to identify potential language delays or disorders.

Does the Fluharty-2 Scoring Manual include information
on how to handle specific client situations?
Yes, the manual typically offers guidance on handling common issues that may arise during
administration, such as a child's refusal to participate or difficulty with specific items.

What type of scores can be derived from the Fluharty-2,
as explained in the manual?
The manual details how to calculate raw scores, standard scores, and age-equivalents,
which are crucial for interpreting a child's performance.

Is the Fluharty-2 Scoring Manual necessary for
clinicians using the test?
Absolutely. The manual is essential for accurate and standardized administration and
scoring, ensuring the reliability and validity of the assessment results.

Where can I find the most up-to-date version of the
Fluharty-2 Scoring Manual?
The Fluharty-2 Scoring Manual is typically purchased as part of the complete test kit from
reputable educational or psychological assessment publishers, such as Pearson.

What are the ethical considerations for using the
Fluharty-2, as outlined in the scoring manual?
The manual often includes ethical guidelines regarding the proper use of the test,
confidentiality of results, and the importance of qualified interpretation by trained



professionals.

How does the scoring manual assist in making
recommendations for intervention based on Fluharty-2
results?
By providing clear scoring benchmarks and interpretive guidelines, the manual helps
clinicians identify areas of concern and make informed decisions about the need for further
assessment or intervention.

Additional Resources
Here is a numbered list of 9 book titles related to the Fluharty Preschool Speech and
Language Screening Test-2 Scoring Manual, with short descriptions:

1. _Understanding Child Language Development: A Practical Guide_
This book provides a comprehensive overview of typical language acquisition from infancy
through early childhood. It details developmental milestones, common areas of difficulty,
and the underlying cognitive processes involved. Understanding these foundational aspects
is crucial for interpreting the results of screening tools like the Fluharty. It offers practical
strategies for parents and educators to support language growth.

2. _The Art of Screening: Identifying Developmental Delays in Young Children_
This text delves into the principles and practices of developmental screening for preschool-
aged children. It explains the rationale behind using standardized assessments and the
importance of accurate interpretation. The book discusses various screening tools and their
applications in identifying potential delays. It also covers ethical considerations and referral
pathways for further evaluation.

3. _Speech and Language Pathology: Foundations for Practice_
This foundational text introduces the core concepts and practices within the field of speech-
language pathology. It covers articulation, phonology, receptive and expressive language,
and their development. For professionals utilizing the Fluharty, this book reinforces the
theoretical underpinnings of the skills being assessed. It provides context for understanding
the specific language components measured.

4. _Pediatric Assessment: A Comprehensive Approach_
This book offers a broad perspective on assessing children across various developmental
domains, including speech and language. It discusses the importance of a multi-faceted
approach, combining standardized tests with observational methods. Readers will find
valuable insights into how a screening tool like the Fluharty fits into a larger assessment
picture. The text emphasizes the need for accurate, age-appropriate evaluation.

5. _Interpreting Standardized Tests for Children: A Guide for Educators and Clinicians_
This practical guide focuses on the process of interpreting standardized assessments used
with children. It explains concepts such as raw scores, standard scores, percentiles, and
age equivalents, which are all relevant to the Fluharty scoring manual. The book offers
strategies for translating test results into meaningful information for intervention planning.



It highlights common pitfalls in interpretation and how to avoid them.

6. _Early Childhood Communication Disorders: Identification and Intervention_
This resource addresses the identification and early intervention of communication
disorders in young children. It outlines common signs of speech and language impairments
that might be detected through screening. The book emphasizes the critical role of early
intervention in mitigating the long-term effects of these disorders. It connects the screening
process to subsequent therapeutic strategies.

7. _Language Development in the Preschool Years: Theories and Applications_
This book specifically targets language development during the preschool years, a critical
period for language acquisition. It explores various theoretical frameworks that explain how
children learn language. The text provides practical examples of language skills typically
mastered by preschoolers, which are directly assessed by the Fluharty. It bridges theory
and practice for effective assessment.

8. _Best Practices in Speech and Language Screening_
This volume outlines the current best practices for conducting speech and language
screenings with young children. It discusses the selection of appropriate screening tools,
administration procedures, and scoring considerations. For those using the Fluharty, this
book provides context for its place within a systematic screening process. It stresses the
importance of efficient and accurate identification.

9. _The Impact of Early Language Skills on School Readiness_
This book explores the significant correlation between early language development and a
child's readiness for formal schooling. It highlights how foundational language skills, often
assessed by tools like the Fluharty, predict later academic success. The text emphasizes
the importance of identifying and addressing language delays early on to ensure children
are prepared for the demands of kindergarten. It underscores the long-term benefits of
early intervention.
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