fort benning infantry basic training
units

The journey to becoming an infantry soldier in the U.S. Army is a rigorous
and transformative experience, and for many, it begins at Fort Benning,
Georgia. This historic post has long been the crucible where raw recruits are
forged into disciplined, skilled infantrymen. Understanding the structure and
specific units involved in Fort Benning infantry basic training is crucial
for aspiring soldiers, their families, and anyone interested in military
life. This comprehensive article will delve deep into the various battalions
and companies that comprise the Fort Benning infantry basic training units,
outlining their roles, training methodologies, and the significant impact
they have on shaping the future of the U.S. Army's ground forces. We will
explore the different stages of training, the specific skills imparted, and
the legacy of these vital training organizations.
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Understanding Fort Benning Infantry Basic



Training Units

Fort Benning, now officially known as the Maneuver Center of Excellence
(MCOE), serves as the primary training ground for all new infantry soldiers
in the U.S. Army. The sprawling installation houses numerous units dedicated
to transforming civilians into well-trained infantrymen. These Fort Benning
infantry basic training units are meticulously organized to provide a
structured and progressive learning environment. The core of this training
falls under the purview of the Infantry Training Brigade (ITB), which
oversees the vast majority of the infantry initial entry training (IET).

Within the ITB, there are several battalions, each responsible for a specific
phase or aspect of basic combat training. These battalions are further
divided into companies, and each company is typically led by experienced
officers and comprised of dedicated drill sergeants who are the direct
mentors and instructors for the recruits. The sheer scale of operations means
that multiple companies within these battalions are often conducting training
simultaneously, ensuring a continuous flow of new infantry soldiers entering
the Army. Understanding the hierarchy and specific roles of these Fort
Benning infantry basic training units is key to appreciating the
comprehensive nature of the training process.

Key Battalions Responsible for Infantry Basic
Combat Training

The cornerstone of infantry training at Fort Benning is the 197th Infantry
Brigade. This brigade is the primary entity responsible for all Infantry
Basic Combat Training (IBCT) for the U.S. Army. The 197th Infantry Brigade is
comprised of multiple battalions, each with a distinct focus to ensure
recruits receive a well-rounded infantry education. While the organizational
structure can evolve over time with Army initiatives, historically, these
battalions have been the backbone of the training pipeline.

The 1st Battalion, 197th Infantry Regiment

The 1st Battalion, 197th Infantry Regiment, is a critical component of the
Infantry Training Brigade. This battalion is typically responsible for the
initial phase of training, often referred to as Warrior Transition. Recruits
entering this battalion will undergo rigorous physical conditioning, learn
the fundamentals of drill and ceremony, and begin to understand Army values
and the Soldier's Creed. The focus here is on breaking down civilian habits
and building the foundation of discipline and teamwork essential for military
service.



The 2nd Battalion, 197th Infantry Regiment

Following their time in the initial battalion, recruits typically move to the
2nd Battalion, 197th Infantry Regiment. This unit progresses the training,
introducing more advanced skills. Soldiers here will spend significant time
in the field, learning land navigation, fieldcraft, and the basics of
survival. Emphasis is placed on tactical movement, small-unit tactics, and
the fundamentals of marksmanship with various infantry weapons.

The 3rd Battalion, 197th Infantry Regiment

The 3rd Battalion, 197th Infantry Regiment, often represents the final stage
of basic combat training before soldiers are assigned to their advanced
individual training (AIT) or their first duty station if their MOS is
infantry. This battalion focuses on the culmination of skills learned,
integrating them into more complex scenarios. Recruits will participate in
realistic combat simulations, learn to operate as a cohesive unit, and
demonstrate proficiency in their core infantry tasks. The objective is to
ensure they are prepared for the challenges of their future infantry roles.

It's important to note that while the 197th Infantry Brigade is the primary
force, other brigades may also conduct aspects of initial entry training or
specialized infantry courses. However, for the foundational infantry basic
combat training, the Fort Benning infantry basic training units within the
197th are paramount.

The Role of Drill Sergeants in Fort Benning
Infantry Basic Training

The drill sergeant is arguably the most influential figure in a recruit's
life during basic training. These seasoned non-commissioned officers (NCOs)
are the embodiment of the Army's standards and are tasked with transforming
civilians into disciplined soldiers. At Fort Benning, drill sergeants are
meticulously selected for their leadership qualities, extensive experience,
and unwavering commitment to the Army's mission. They are responsible for
every aspect of a recruit's daily life, from waking them up to ensuring they
meet the stringent physical and mental demands of training.

The drill sergeants within the Fort Benning infantry basic training units are
not just instructors; they are mentors, motivators, and disciplinarians. They
impart knowledge on military customs and courtesies, weapons proficiency,
tactical operations, and the importance of teamwork and resilience. Their
methods, while often intense and demanding, are designed to instill
confidence, foster a strong work ethic, and prepare recruits for the harsh



realities of combat. The relationship between a recruit and their drill
sergeant is a unique one, built on a foundation of respect and a shared
commitment to achieving the training objectives.

The Journey Through Fort Benning: A Typical
Training Cycle

The infantry basic training experience at Fort Benning is a structured,
multi-week program designed to progressively build a Soldier's capabilities.
While the exact length and curriculum can be adjusted based on Army
directives and evolving training needs, a typical cycle for infantry soldiers
spans several months. The journey is divided into distinct phases, with each
phase building upon the skills and knowledge acquired in the previous one.

The initial phase, often referred to as Red Phase, focuses on the
fundamentals of being a Soldier. This includes physical fitness, drill and
ceremony, military bearing, and the introduction to Army doctrine. Recruits
are stripped of their civilian identities and begin to adopt the mindset and
discipline of a Soldier. They learn to follow orders without question and to
operate as part of a cohesive unit.

The second phase, often called White Phase, delves deeper into the practical
skills required of an infantryman. This is where recruits spend considerable
time in the field, learning land navigation, survival skills, and tactical
movements. Marksmanship training is a significant component, with recruits
honing their skills with the M4 rifle and other standard infantry weapons.
They also begin to learn basic first aid and casualty evacuation procedures.

The final phase, typically the Blue Phase, is about applying and integrating
all the learned skills in more complex scenarios. This often involves
realistic field training exercises (FTXs) that simulate combat environments.
Recruits will practice convoy operations, react to enemy contact, conduct
patrols, and engage in squad-level tactics. The culmination of this phase is
often a final assessment of their readiness to enter the next stage of their
military career.

Throughout this entire process, the Fort Benning infantry basic training
units work in concert to ensure each recruit meets the Army's high standards.
The progression through these phases is carefully managed to ensure that
soldiers are adequately prepared for the next level of training or
deployment.



Essential Skills Developed During Fort Benning
Infantry Basic Training

The skills imparted during infantry basic training at Fort Benning are
comprehensive and designed to create well-rounded, adaptable warriors. These
skills are not only physical but also mental and tactical, preparing recruits
for the diverse challenges they may face on the battlefield. The curriculum
is constantly updated to reflect current operational environments and
threats.

e Physical Fitness: Recruits undergo rigorous physical conditioning
designed to build strength, endurance, and agility. This includes
running, calisthenics, obstacle courses, and ruck marches.

e Marksmanship: Proficiently handling and firing the M4 carbine and other
standard infantry weapons is a core skill. Training covers weapon
safety, proper sight picture, trigger control, and transitioning between
targets.

e Land Navigation: Soldiers learn to navigate using a map and compass, as
well as GPS devices, in various terrain and weather conditions.

e Fieldcraft and Survival: This includes skills such as camouflage,
concealment, establishing field expedient shelters, fire starting, water
procurement, and basic survival techniques.

e First Aid and Tactical Combat Casualty Care (TCCC): Recruits are trained
in administering lifesaving first aid under fire, including treating
bleeding, airway management, and evacuation of casualties.

e Drill and Ceremony: While seemingly basic, drill and ceremony instills
discipline, unit cohesion, and precision, which are essential for
military operations.

e Small-Unit Tactics: Soldiers learn fundamental infantry tactics, such as
reacting to contact, conducting patrols, setting up security, and
operating in a squad or platoon.

e Army Values and Leadership: Beyond technical skills, recruits
internalize Army values like loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service,
honor, integrity, and personal courage. They also begin to understand
the foundations of leadership.

e Combat Lifesaver Skills: Advanced medical training that goes beyond
basic first aid, preparing them to provide critical care.



These skills are honed through a combination of classroom instruction, hands-
on practical exercises, and demanding field training exercises. The Fort
Benning infantry basic training units are dedicated to ensuring that every
soldier masters these essential competencies before moving forward.

The Impact of Fort Benning Infantry Basic
Training on Future Infantry Soldiers

The experience of undergoing infantry basic training at Fort Benning has a
profound and lasting impact on the development of every soldier. It is more
than just learning military skills; it is a transformative process that
shapes character, instills discipline, and fosters a sense of belonging and
purpose. Soldiers emerge from Fort Benning with a heightened sense of self-
reliance, mental toughness, and an unwavering commitment to their mission and
their fellow Soldiers.

The shared hardship and camaraderie forged in the training environment create
strong bonds that often last a lifetime. Soldiers learn to rely on each
other, to trust their training, and to overcome obstacles through collective
effort. This foundation of teamwork is critical for the success of infantry
units in complex and dangerous operational environments. The skills acquired
are not only for the battlefield but also transferable to civilian life,
contributing to personal growth and professional development.

Furthermore, the rigorous standards upheld by the Fort Benning infantry basic
training units ensure that only the most capable and dedicated individuals
proceed to become infantrymen. This high standard maintains the Army's combat
readiness and the reputation of its elite ground forces. The graduates of
Fort Benning are the future leaders, the front-line defenders, and the
backbone of the U.S. Army's operational capability.

Navigating Fort Benning: What to Expect for
Recruits

For individuals preparing to attend infantry basic training at Fort Benning,
understanding the environment and expectations is crucial for a smoother
transition. The initial arrival is often a shock to the system, as recruits
are immediately immersed in a highly structured and demanding atmosphere. The
key to navigating this period successfully is a willingness to adapt, a
commitment to following instructions, and a positive attitude.

Recruits can expect a strict schedule with little personal freedom during the
initial weeks. Days are long and filled with activity, from early morning



physical training to late-night inspections. Personal belongings are limited,
and communication with family and friends is restricted. Mail call and
scheduled phone calls are the primary means of staying in touch. Food in the
dining facility is generally plentiful but basic. Living conditions are
communal, with recruits sharing barracks.

The mental aspect of training is as challenging as the physical. Recruits
will be pushed to their limits, both mentally and physically, and will
encounter moments of doubt and exhaustion. The drill sergeants are trained to
identify and address these challenges, but recruits must also develop their
own resilience and mental fortitude. Embracing the process, focusing on the
immediate task, and supporting fellow recruits are vital coping mechanisms.
The Fort Benning infantry basic training units are designed to foster this
resilience and adaptability.

Preparation is key. Prior physical conditioning can make a significant
difference in a recruit's ability to handle the physical demands. Familiarity
with basic military terms and the Soldier's Creed, while not required, can
also provide a slight advantage in understanding the initial instruction.
Ultimately, approaching Fort Benning with an open mind and a determination to
succeed is the best strategy.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Fort Benning
Infantry Basic Training Units

The Fort Benning infantry basic training units, particularly those within the
197th Infantry Brigade, stand as enduring pillars of the U.S. Army's
commitment to producing highly capable infantry soldiers. For decades, Fort
Benning has been the proving ground where raw recruits are transformed into
disciplined, skilled, and resilient warriors ready to defend the nation. The
rigorous curriculum, the dedication of experienced drill sergeants, and the
structured progression through various training phases ensure that every
graduate possesses the fundamental skills, tactical knowledge, and mental
fortitude required for infantry service.

The legacy of these units is evident in the countless Soldiers who have
successfully served in infantry roles across the globe. They are the ones who
have faced adversity, demonstrated courage, and upheld the proud traditions
of the infantry. The skills learned, the bonds forged, and the character
developed at Fort Benning equip individuals not only for military success but
also for impactful contributions to society. The continued evolution and
dedication of the Fort Benning infantry basic training units ensure that this
vital mission of soldier creation will persist, shaping the future of the
U.S. Army's ground force capabilities for generations to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most commonly assigned Infantry Basic
Training units at Fort Benning (now Fort Moore)?

The most common Infantry Basic Training units at Fort Moore (formerly Fort
Benning) are typically part of the 198th Infantry Brigade and the 31st
Engineer Battalion (which provides initial entry training for some Infantry
roles). These brigades contain multiple companies, each responsible for
training new recruits.

How is the training experience different between
various Infantry Basic Training units at Fort Moore?

While all Infantry Basic Training follows the same Army-wide curriculum,
subtle differences in leadership, training cadre emphasis, and specific
company dynamics can shape the recruit experience. However, the core skills
and standards remain consistent across all Infantry units.

What are some of the current challenges or trends
facing Infantry Basic Training units at Fort Moore?

Current trends include adapting to evolving battlefield technologies,
maintaining recruitment numbers, and ensuring recruits are prepared for a
more complex geopolitical landscape. Units are focusing on integrating
advanced communication systems and adapting training to simulate modern
combat scenarios.

How does the recent renaming of Fort Benning to Fort
Moore impact Infantry Basic Training units?

The renaming of Fort Benning to Fort Moore is primarily an honorific change,
commemorating Lieutenant General Hal Moore and his wife, Julia Compton Moore.
The fundamental structure and mission of the Infantry Basic Training units
remain the same. The focus continues to be on producing highly trained and
disciplined Infantry soldiers.

Are there specific Infantry Basic Training units at
Fort Moore known for being more physically demanding
than others?

The Army aims for standardized physical readiness across all Infantry Basic
Training units. While individual drill sergeants and company commanders may
push recruits differently, all units adhere to the same Army Physical Fitness
Test (APFT) standards and field training exercise requirements. Perceptions
of difficulty can be subjective.



What is the role of the 198th Infantry Brigade in
Infantry Basic Training at Fort Moore?

The 198th Infantry Brigade is the primary brigade responsible for conducting
One Station Unit Training (OSUT) for the Infantry. Their mission is to
transform civilians into disciplined, physically fit, and skilled Infantry
soldiers, covering both basic combat training and advanced individual
training.

How can a recruit influence which Infantry Basic
Training unit they are assigned to at Fort Moore?

Recruits generally have very little to no direct influence over which
specific company or battalion within the 198th Infantry Brigade they are
assigned to. Assignments are typically made by the Army based on training
capacity and needs. The focus should be on excelling in all aspects of
training regardless of the specific unit.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Fort Benning Infantry Basic Training Units,
with descriptions:

1. The Longest Watch: The History of the 75th Ranger Regiment . This
comprehensive history details the evolution of one of the U.S. Army's most
elite units, from its origins to its modern-day operations. It delves into
the rigorous training and demanding missions undertaken by Rangers, many of
whom pass through Fort Benning for their initial infantry training. The book
offers insights into the warrior ethos instilled during these formative
experiences.

2. The Patriot's Creed: A Soldier's Journey Through Fort Benning . This
narrative follows a young recruit's transformative experience at Fort
Benning's infantry basic training. It vividly portrays the physical and
mental challenges, the camaraderie built, and the development of discipline
and leadership skills. The book captures the essence of becoming an American
soldier.

3. Maneuver Warfare: The Art and Science of Conflict . While not exclusively
about Fort Benning, this foundational text on modern military strategy
heavily influences infantry doctrine taught at the post. It explores concepts
of speed, surprise, and initiative, which are core principles drilled into
recruits. Understanding these strategies provides context for the tactical
training received.

4. Fort Benning: The Home of the Infantry . This pictorial history offers a
visual journey through the storied past of Fort Benning, highlighting its
crucial role in shaping generations of infantry soldiers. It showcases iconic



training grounds, significant historical events, and the enduring legacy of
the installation. The book serves as a testament to the institution's
importance.

5. The Warrior Ethos: A Guide to Military Leadership . This book examines
the psychological and philosophical underpinnings of military service,
emphasizing the development of courage, honor, and commitment. These are
precisely the values that Fort Benning's basic training aims to instill in
every infantryman. It provides a framework for understanding the mindset of a
soldier.

6. Sharpening the Spear: Elite Infantry Tactics and Training . This title
focuses on the specialized skills and advanced techniques employed by modern
infantry units, many of which are refined during or after basic training at
Fort Benning. It covers everything from small-unit tactics to mission-
specific preparation. The book highlights the continuous pursuit of
excellence in infantry operations.

7. Beneath the Helmet: The Soldier's Personal Story . This collection of
personal accounts offers raw and unfiltered perspectives from soldiers who
have undergone basic training. It shares their individual struggles,
triumphs, and the profound impact the experience had on their lives. The book
provides an intimate look at the human element of military service.

8. Combat Leader's Handbook: Leading From the Front . This practical guide
offers essential advice and strategies for effective leadership in combat
situations, mirroring the leadership principles taught at Fort Benning. It
covers decision-making, troop welfare, and battlefield command. The book
serves as a resource for those aiming to lead infantry units.

9. The History of the 11th Infantry Regiment: From Gettysburg to the Global
War on Terrorism . This regimental history illustrates the long and
distinguished service of an infantry unit, with significant periods of its
training and development occurring at Fort Benning. It showcases the
evolution of infantry warfare and the enduring spirit of its soldiers. The
book demonstrates the lineage and dedication of infantrymen.
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