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The phenomenon of the "Four Blood Moons" has captured the attention of many, largely due to the
prominent interpretations and prophecies put forth by Pastor John Hagee. This celestial event,
characterized by a series of four consecutive lunar eclipses, has been linked by some to significant
biblical prophecies concerning the end times. Understanding the connection between the
astronomical event and its theological interpretations, particularly those of John Hagee, requires a
deep dive into both the scientific and spiritual aspects. This article will explore the astronomical
basis of the Four Blood Moons, delve into Pastor John Hagee's specific teachings and the biblical
passages he cites, examine the scientific perspective on lunar eclipses and their potential connection
to historical events, and discuss the broader theological implications and interpretations
surrounding this captivating celestial occurrence.
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Understanding the Astronomical Phenomenon of the
Four Blood Moons

The term "Four Blood Moons," often associated with the teachings of John Hagee, refers to a specific
astronomical occurrence known as a lunar tetrad. This is not merely a single lunar eclipse but a
sequence of four consecutive total lunar eclipses, with each eclipse occurring on or very near a
significant Jewish holiday. This celestial pattern, when it aligns with the Jewish calendar, has been
interpreted by many as a divine sign. The specific timing and rarity of these events are central to the
interpretations discussed in relation to John Hagee's ministry and his book, "Four Blood Moons:
Something is About to Change." The fascination lies in the potential correlation between these
astronomical events and prophetic timelines, particularly as understood within certain
eschatological frameworks.

What are Lunar Eclipses and Blood Moons?

A lunar eclipse occurs when the Earth passes directly between the Sun and the Moon, casting a
shadow on the Moon. This shadow can be total or partial. During a total lunar eclipse, the Moon
does not disappear entirely but often takes on a reddish or coppery hue. This coloration is what
gives rise to the popular term "Blood Moon." The reddish appearance is due to sunlight scattering
through the Earth's atmosphere. Different atmospheric conditions, such as dust or clouds, can affect
the intensity and color of the Moon during an eclipse. Understanding the basic mechanics of a lunar
eclipse is fundamental to appreciating the significance attributed to a series of them.

The Significance of a Tetrad: Four Consecutive Lunar Eclipses

A lunar tetrad is defined as four successive total lunar eclipses that occur over a period of
approximately two years, with no partial eclipses in between. Crucially, in a tetrad, each eclipse falls
on a major Jewish holiday. The most significant holidays for this pattern are typically Passover
(Nisan 15) and Sukkot (Tabernacles, Tishrei 15). The occurrence of a tetrad is a relatively rare event
in astronomical terms. When such a tetrad aligns with the specific timing of Jewish observances, it
naturally invites deeper consideration and, for many, a connection to biblical prophecies concerning
significant end-time events. The rarity amplifies the perceived significance.

John Hagee and His Teachings on the Four Blood
Moons

Pastor John Hagee, founder and senior pastor of Cornerstone Church in San Antonio, Texas, brought
the concept of the "Four Blood Moons" into widespread public discourse through his book and
related media. His interpretation posits that these celestial events are not random occurrences but
rather divinely ordained signs pointing towards momentous biblical events, particularly those
related to the end times and the nation of Israel. Hagee's teachings are deeply rooted in his



understanding of biblical prophecy and its fulfillment. His work has sparked considerable interest
and debate, drawing both adherents and critics who examine his claims through theological and
scientific lenses.

Hagee's Central Thesis: The Four Blood Moons as a Sign

Hagee's central thesis is that the tetrads of blood moons, particularly those aligning with Jewish
holidays, serve as God-given signs, as mentioned in the Bible. He interprets these events as
harbingers of significant global upheaval and the imminent return of Jesus Christ. He connects these
astronomical occurrences to prophecies found in the Old and New Testaments, particularly passages
that speak of the sun being darkened and the moon turning to blood. His interpretation suggests
that the timing of these tetrads is not coincidental but a deliberate signal from God to humanity,
especially to His people, indicating a pivotal time in history.

Biblical Passages Cited by John Hagee

John Hagee frequently references several key biblical passages to support his interpretation of the
Four Blood Moons. These include:

Joel 2:31: "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great
and terrible day of the Lord come." This verse is central to his argument, directly linking the
moon turning to blood with the coming of the "great and terrible day of the Lord."

Acts 2:20: This verse, quoting Joel, reiterates the prophecy: "The sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come."
Hagee sees the fulfillment of this prophecy in the blood moon phenomenon.

Matthew 24:29: "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of
the heavens shall be shaken." While this passage speaks of celestial disturbances after the
tribulation, Hagee often links the overall theme of celestial signs to end-time events.

Luke 21:25: "And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring." This verse
speaks broadly of signs in the heavens and earthly distress, which Hagee interprets as being
directly foreshadowed by the Four Blood Moons.

These scriptural references form the theological bedrock of his understanding, suggesting that the
astronomical events are prophetic fulfillments, not mere natural occurrences.

Examining the Scientific Perspective on Lunar Eclipses



and Blood Moons

From a scientific standpoint, lunar eclipses, and the resulting "Blood Moon" coloration, are well-
understood astronomical phenomena governed by the laws of physics and optics. The appearance of
the Moon during an eclipse is a result of how sunlight interacts with the Earth's atmosphere. There
is no scientific evidence to suggest that these events carry any inherent prophetic meaning or are
tied to specific dates or events beyond the predictable orbital mechanics of the Earth, Moon, and
Sun. Scientific explanations focus on the observable and measurable aspects of the celestial
mechanics involved.

The Science Behind the Reddish Hue

The reddish color observed during a total lunar eclipse is a consequence of Rayleigh scattering, the
same phenomenon that makes the sky appear blue during the day. As sunlight passes through the
Earth's atmosphere, shorter wavelengths of light (like blue and violet) are scattered more effectively
by atmospheric particles. Longer wavelengths (like red and orange) are less scattered and continue
to travel through the atmosphere. When the Earth casts its shadow on the Moon, some of this
sunlight is still refracted and bent towards the Moon. This refracted light, having passed through the
Earth's atmosphere, is predominantly the red and orange spectrum, giving the Moon its
characteristic "blood" color. The intensity and shade of red can vary depending on the clarity of the
Earth's atmosphere at the time of the eclipse, with factors like volcanic ash or dust storms
potentially enhancing the red hue.

Debunking Astronomical Coincidences and Prophecy

While the occurrence of tetrads of blood moons is rare, astronomers point out that their alignment
with specific holidays is a function of the Earth's orbital period and the lunar cycle in relation to the
Jewish calendar. The Jewish calendar is lunisolar, meaning it is based on both the moon and the sun.
Lunar eclipses, by their very nature, occur only during the full moon phase, which in the Jewish
calendar often coincides with the 15th day of a month, a significant date for major festivals like
Passover and Sukkot. Therefore, a tetrad falling on these holidays is an astronomical coincidence,
albeit a striking one, rather than a prophetic sign in the scientific community's view. The perceived
significance is often a matter of human interpretation and pattern recognition.

Historical Occurrences of the Four Blood Moons and
Their Correlation with Events

Proponents of the "Four Blood Moons" prophecy often look to historical instances of lunar tetrads
and attempt to correlate them with significant events, particularly those affecting the Jewish people
and the world at large. The idea is that past tetrads have often coincided with periods of upheaval,
persecution, or significant historical shifts. This backward-looking analysis aims to establish a
pattern that predicts future events based on past occurrences. Examining these historical



correlations requires careful consideration of the data and the interpretations applied.

Analyzing John Hagee's Interpretation of Historical Events

John Hagee, in his writings and teachings, has highlighted specific historical tetrads, such as those
in 1493-1494, 1949-1950, and 1967-1968, linking them to pivotal moments in Jewish history. For
example, the 1493-1494 tetrad occurred shortly after the expulsion of Jews from Spain in 1492. The
1949-1950 tetrad followed the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. The 1967-1968 tetrad
coincided with the Six-Day War, during which Jerusalem was reunited. Hagee presents these
instances as evidence that God uses blood moon tetrads as divine markers of significant prophetic
events. Critics, however, often point out that numerous other tetrads have occurred throughout
history without obvious correlating major events, or that the correlations drawn are selective and
may be subject to interpretation bias. The question remains whether these are prophetic signs or
selective historical correlations.

Theological Implications and Broader Interpretations
of the Four Blood Moons

The theological implications of the Four Blood Moons are significant, sparking widespread
discussion and varied interpretations within Christian circles and beyond. For those who subscribe
to Hagee's views, these events are seen as powerful affirmations of biblical prophecy and indicators
of God's ongoing plan for humanity and Israel. The concept of celestial signs as divine
communication is a theme found throughout religious traditions, and the specificity of the Four
Blood Moons, with their alignment to the Jewish calendar, makes them particularly compelling for
those who believe in a literal interpretation of end-time prophecies.

Theological Contrasts and Alternative Views

While John Hagee's interpretation is popular, it is not universally accepted within theological
communities. Many theologians and biblical scholars caution against overly literal or date-specific
interpretations of prophetic signs in the heavens. Some argue that the "sun turned to darkness and
the moon to blood" in Joel and Acts may be metaphorical descriptions of catastrophic events or
periods of great spiritual darkness, rather than literal astronomical occurrences. Other views
suggest that while celestial signs can be indicators of God's presence and power, they do not
necessarily predict specific timelines for future events. Alternative interpretations emphasize the
spiritual meaning of such phenomena, focusing on repentance, divine judgment, and the coming of
God's kingdom without pinpointing dates or events based on astronomical calendars.

The Role of Faith and Interpretation in Understanding



Celestial Signs

Ultimately, the interpretation of the Four Blood Moons, particularly as presented by John Hagee,
involves a significant element of faith and hermeneutics. For believers who find his teachings
compelling, the astronomical events serve as tangible evidence of divine communication, reinforcing
their faith and understanding of biblical prophecy. The ability to connect a celestial event to specific
scriptural passages and historical occurrences often strengthens their conviction about the
imminence of end-times events. Conversely, those who approach the topic with a more critical or
scientific mindset may view the correlations as coincidental or as examples of confirmation bias,
where pre-existing beliefs shape the interpretation of evidence. The role of faith, therefore, plays a
crucial part in how individuals perceive and understand the significance of the Four Blood Moons
and the teachings of John Hagee.

Conclusion: Reinforcing the Significance of the Four
Blood Moons and John Hagee's Views

The phenomenon of the Four Blood Moons, as popularized by John Hagee, represents a fascinating
intersection of astronomy, theology, and eschatology. Hagee's interpretation, linking these rare
lunar tetrads to biblical prophecies concerning the end times, has resonated with a large audience,
offering a framework for understanding current events through the lens of divine timing. While the
astronomical basis of lunar eclipses and the occurrence of tetrads are scientifically explained, the
prophetic significance attributed to them remains a matter of faith and interpretation.
Understanding the nuances of Hagee's teachings, the biblical passages he cites, and the historical
correlations he draws, alongside the scientific perspective, provides a comprehensive view of this
captivating topic. The discussion surrounding the Four Blood Moons and John Hagee's views
continues to stimulate dialogue about faith, prophecy, and the interpretation of signs in the modern
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core belief behind John Hagee's "Four Blood
Moons" prophecy?
John Hagee's 'Four Blood Moons' prophecy suggests that a series of four consecutive lunar eclipses,
known as a "blood moon tetrad," occurring on Jewish holidays, signals significant events related to
Israel and the end times, specifically the return of Jesus Christ.

When were these specific "blood moon" tetrads that John
Hagee focused on?
Hagee's primary focus was on the tetrad that occurred in 2014-2015, with the blood moons
appearing on Passover in April 2014, the Feast of Tabernacles in October 2014, Passover in April
2015, and the Feast of Tabernacles in September 2015.



What specific events did Hagee associate with the 2014-2015
blood moons?
Hagee linked these blood moons to potential major world events impacting Israel, including
increased conflict, geopolitical upheaval, and ultimately, the fulfillment of biblical prophecies
concerning the end times.

What biblical basis does John Hagee cite for the "Four Blood
Moons" prophecy?
Hagee primarily draws from passages like Joel 2:31 ("The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord come.") and Acts 2:20, which quote
Joel.

Has the predicted "end times" scenario materialized according
to Hagee's timeline?
The major catastrophic world events and the immediate return of Christ that some interpreted from
Hagee's predictions did not occur as explicitly foretold following the 2014-2015 tetrad. Hagee
himself has clarified that his message was about potential signs, not a precise date.

What is the astronomical phenomenon of a "blood moon"?
A "blood moon" is a term used to describe a total lunar eclipse when the Earth passes directly
between the Sun and the Moon. During totality, the Earth's atmosphere filters sunlight, scattering
blue light and allowing red light to pass through, casting a reddish hue on the Moon.

Are blood moon tetrads rare?
While not astronomically unprecedented, tetrads (four consecutive lunar eclipses with no
intervening partial eclipses) are relatively uncommon, especially when coinciding with specific
Jewish holidays. This rarity is a key point in Hagee's argument for their significance.

What are some common criticisms of the "Four Blood Moons"
prophecy?
Criticisms often point out that lunar eclipses, even in tetrads, are predictable astronomical events.
Skeptics argue that associating them with specific prophetic interpretations is a form of eisegesis
(reading meaning into a text) rather than exegesis (drawing meaning from a text).

Has John Hagee's interpretation of the "Four Blood Moons"
been widely accepted by theologians?
While Hagee's views have gained significant popular traction, especially within certain evangelical
circles, they have not been universally accepted by theologians. Many theologians and biblical
scholars caution against assigning specific prophetic meanings to astronomical events.



Where can I find more information about John Hagee's views
on the "Four Blood Moons"?
John Hagee's views are primarily detailed in his book, 'Four Blood Moons: Something Is About to
Change,' and through his ministry, Global Evangelism Ministries (GEM), and its associated television
program, 'JCTV.'

Additional Resources
Here is a numbered list of nine book titles related to John Hagee's teachings on "Four Blood Moons,"
with short descriptions:

1. _The Feast of the First Fruits_
This book explores the biblical significance of the first fruits offering, connecting it to the timing and
prophetic implications of celestial events. It delves into Old Testament festivals and their relevance
to modern-day interpretations of end-time prophecies. The author likely examines how harvests and
spiritual blessings are foreshadowed through these ancient agricultural and religious practices.

2. _The Harbinger's Celestial Code_
This title suggests a deep dive into symbolic language and patterns observed in prophetic texts and
astronomical phenomena. It aims to decode messages believed to be hidden within the arrangement
and timing of celestial events, particularly blood moons. Readers might expect an exploration of how
divine communication is perceived through the heavens.

3. _When the Sun Turns to Darkness_
This book likely focuses on the prophetic implications of solar and lunar eclipses, drawing parallels
to verses that speak of cosmic disruptions preceding major end-time events. It probably connects
these astronomical occurrences to the fulfillment of prophecies concerning God's judgment and
intervention. The author might discuss the theological interpretation of "darkened" suns and moons
as signs.

4. _The Coming of the Lord and the Shaking of the Nations_
This title directly addresses the imminent return of Christ and the associated upheaval on a global
scale. It likely links current world events and prophetic timelines to the anticipated second coming.
The book could explore signs of the times and the expected response of both believers and non-
believers.

5. _Signs in the Heavens: A Prophetic Watch_
This book positions itself as a guide for those who actively observe and interpret celestial events as
signs of God's plan unfolding. It probably encourages vigilance and discernment in understanding
the prophetic meaning of astronomical phenomena. The author may offer a framework for
correlating biblical prophecy with current events and heavenly signs.

6. _The Blood Moon Covenant_
This title hints at a specific covenant or promise from God that is being fulfilled or highlighted by the
occurrence of blood moons. It likely explores theological concepts of divine promises and their
manifestation through historical and future events. The book may connect the shedding of blood in
scripture with celestial signs.



7. _End Time Harvest: The Gathering of the Saints_
This work likely focuses on the concept of a final, significant spiritual harvest and the rapture of
believers. It probably connects the timing of celestial events like blood moons to the culmination of
God's plan for His people. The author might discuss the gathering of souls and the ultimate reward
for the faithful.

8. _The Revelation of the Seven Stars_
Drawing inspiration from the Book of Revelation, this title suggests an exploration of symbolic
imagery and prophetic visions related to cosmic markers. It likely examines the meaning of specific
celestial bodies or arrangements as foretold in scripture. The author may interpret these symbols as
indicators of future events and divine judgment.

9. _When the Moon Bleeds: A Prophetic Reckoning_
This title evokes a sense of dramatic prophetic pronouncements and a period of divine accounting. It
likely connects the visual phenomenon of a blood moon to a time of judgment and reckoning for
humanity. The book may explore the theological implications of celestial "bleeding" as a sign of
God's wrath or impending justice.
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