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Frank Hammond Pigs in the Parlor: A Deep Dive into a Pivotal Ministry

Frank Hammond's ministry, often encapsulated by the phrase "Pigs in the Parlor," represents a
significant and sometimes controversial chapter in charismatic and Pentecostal Christian history.
This period of his ministry was characterized by a powerful emphasis on spiritual warfare,
deliverance from demonic influence, and the restoration of spiritual gifts. Many believers found
profound freedom and transformation through his teachings and prayer sessions, while others raised
questions about the methods and intensity. Understanding Frank Hammond and the "Pigs in the
Parlor" phenomenon requires an exploration of his early life, the theological underpinnings of his
approach, the practical application of his ministry, and its lasting impact. This article will delve into
these facets, providing a comprehensive overview of Frank Hammond's impactful, and at times,
polarizing, spiritual journey and its influence on countless lives and churches.
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The Early Life and Spiritual Awakening of Frank
Hammond

Frank Hammond's journey into ministry was not a conventional one, marked by a profound personal
encounter with God that reshaped his life's trajectory. Born and raised in a relatively ordinary
background, Hammond experienced a powerful spiritual awakening in his early adulthood. This
transformative experience instilled in him a deep conviction about the reality of spiritual forces and
the direct intervention of God in the lives of believers. His early years were characterized by a
seeking spirit, a desire to understand the deeper truths of the Christian faith, and a growing



awareness of the supernatural realm. This foundational period laid the groundwork for the unique
and impactful ministry that would later become widely known as "Pigs in the Parlor." His personal
testimony often highlighted a moment of surrender and empowerment by the Holy Spirit, which
ignited his passion for sharing the gospel and ministering to others in need of spiritual freedom.

Foundational Influences on Frank Hammond's Early Ministry

Several key influences played a role in shaping Frank Hammond's early ministry and his eventual
focus on spiritual warfare and deliverance. The burgeoning charismatic and Pentecostal movements
of the mid-20th century provided a fertile ground for exploring the supernatural aspects of faith,
including the gifts of the Spirit and the reality of demonic opposition. Hammond was exposed to
teachings and testimonies that emphasized the continued relevance of New Testament spiritual
practices, which resonated deeply with his own experiences. He encountered individuals and
ministries that were actively engaged in spiritual battles, casting out demons, and seeing significant
breakthroughs in people's lives. These encounters solidified his belief that the power of God was not
limited to the early church but was readily available to believers in his own time. This exposure to a
more radical and experiential expression of Christianity was crucial in forming his distinct
theological perspective.

Theological Foundations of Frank Hammond's Ministry

The theological underpinnings of Frank Hammond's ministry, particularly as it relates to the "Pigs in
the Parlor" concept, are deeply rooted in a belief in the present-day efficacy of all biblical spiritual
gifts and a robust understanding of spiritual warfare. Hammond firmly believed that the power and
authority given to believers in Jesus Christ were fully accessible today, mirroring the ministries seen
in the early church. This included the gifts of healing, prophecy, tongues, and notably, the gift of
discernment and the power to cast out demons. He taught that the Christian life was not merely a
passive reception of salvation but an active engagement with spiritual realities, including the
ongoing conflict between the forces of God and the forces of darkness. His teachings emphasized
that believers had been given authority over all the power of the enemy, and this authority was to be
exercised through faith and the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Authority of the Believer in Spiritual Warfare

A central tenet of Frank Hammond's theological framework was the inherent authority vested in
every born-again believer. He taught that through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the indwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit, Christians were empowered to overcome the enemy's influence. This
authority extended beyond personal sin to include the ability to confront and dislodge demonic
strongholds in their own lives and in the lives of others. Hammond often referred to scriptures that
speak of believers having power over serpents and scorpions and crushing Satan under their feet.
This emphasis on the believer's delegated authority was a cornerstone of his approach to
deliverance ministry, providing hope and empowerment to those who felt oppressed or bound by
spiritual forces.



The Reality of Demonic Influence and Oppression

Frank Hammond's teachings strongly affirmed the reality of demonic influence and oppression in the
lives of believers. He did not shy away from the biblical narrative of spiritual conflict, positing that
fallen angels and their demonic hosts actively seek to hinder the work of God and oppress humanity.
This influence, he explained, could manifest in various ways, including addiction, mental distress,
physical ailments, and spiritual apathy. "Pigs in the Parlor," in this context, was a vivid metaphor for
the infiltration and control that demonic forces could gain within the lives of individuals and even
within the church itself if not actively resisted. His ministry aimed to equip believers with the
knowledge and spiritual tools to identify and dislodge these influences, restoring them to freedom in
Christ.

Understanding "Pigs in the Parlor": Key Concepts and
Practices

The phrase "Pigs in the Parlor," popularized by Frank Hammond, serves as a powerful and often
provocative metaphor for the infiltration of the spiritual realm into the everyday lives of believers. It
vividly illustrates the idea that unresolved sin, unaddressed spiritual oppression, or a lack of active
engagement with spiritual realities can allow negative spiritual influences - akin to pigs making
themselves comfortable in a pristine living space - to take root. Hammond used this imagery to
convey the seriousness of spiritual warfare and the need for believers to maintain a vigilant and
clean spiritual environment within themselves and their homes. The concept underscores the
importance of taking spiritual territory and ensuring that the dominion of God is established and
maintained in all areas of life.

The Metaphor Explained: Infiltration and Occupation

At its core, the "Pigs in the Parlor" metaphor speaks to the subtle yet insidious ways that spiritual
darkness can gain a foothold. Hammond explained that just as one wouldn't intentionally invite
unclean animals into their most sacred spaces, believers should not allow sin, unconfessed issues, or
demonic influences to occupy their lives. The "parlor" represents the inner life, the heart, the home,
and even the church - places that are meant to be dedicated to God. The "pigs" symbolize the
disruptive, unclean, and often destructive forces that seek to defile these sacred spaces. This
metaphor served as a call to awareness, urging individuals to actively discern and remove any
spiritual intruders that were hindering their walk with God and their effectiveness in ministry.

Practical Application and Home-Based Ministry

Frank Hammond's ministry extended beyond the pulpit to practical applications for everyday
believers, particularly within the home. He encouraged the practice of "house blessings" or
"dedicating the home to the Lord," which involved prayer, scripture reading, and the renunciation of
any known or unknown demonic influences. This was not about superstition but about intentionally



claiming one's living space for God and establishing His dominion. The idea was to create an
atmosphere inhospitable to negative spiritual forces. This emphasis on the home as a spiritual
battleground and a sanctuary for God’s presence was a hallmark of his teachings, empowering
families to actively participate in spiritual warfare within their own domestic sphere.

The Deliverance Ministry and Spiritual Warfare

Frank Hammond's "Pigs in the Parlor" ministry is inextricably linked to his extensive work in
deliverance and spiritual warfare. He was a fervent advocate for the reality of demonic bondage and
the biblical mandate for believers to be delivered from its effects. His approach to deliverance was
characterized by a firm reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit, the authority of Jesus' name, and
the application of biblical truth. Hammond believed that many spiritual and even physical ailments
could be traced to demonic oppression, and that through prayer, renunciation of sin, and the casting
out of evil spirits, individuals could experience profound freedom and wholeness. This aspect of his
ministry was often the most visible and impactful, drawing people from all walks of life seeking
liberation.

The Process of Deliverance and Exorcism

The process of deliverance as taught and practiced by Frank Hammond often involved identifying
specific areas of spiritual vulnerability, such as inherited curses, personal sin, trauma, or the occult.
He would guide individuals through prayerful repentance and the renunciation of any known
demonic allegiances or influences. A key element was the direct command for the spirit to leave in
the name of Jesus. This was not presented as a formulaic ritual but as a faith-filled engagement with
the spiritual realm. Hammond emphasized the importance of the Holy Spirit's guidance in each
situation and the need for the delivered person to then fill the void with God's presence and truth to
prevent re-infestation. The intensity and directness of these prayer sessions were a hallmark of his
deliverance ministry.

Identifying and Overcoming Demonic Strongholds

A significant part of Frank Hammond's teaching focused on helping believers identify and dismantle
"strongholds" - the entrenched patterns of thought, behavior, or spiritual influence that keep
individuals bound. These strongholds, he explained, could be built through repeated sin, exposure to
ungodly philosophies, or direct demonic attack. The "Pigs in the Parlor" metaphor was particularly
relevant here, suggesting that these strongholds were like unwanted guests who had become too
comfortable. Hammond equipped people with strategies for spiritual warfare, including prayer,
fasting, meditation on God's Word, and the use of spiritual armor as described in Ephesians chapter
6. The goal was not just temporary relief but lasting freedom through the permanent eviction of
these negative influences and the establishment of God's kingdom within.



The Role of the Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts

Central to Frank Hammond's understanding of "Pigs in the Parlor" and the broader scope of his
ministry was the active, empowering presence of the Holy Spirit and the continuation of spiritual
gifts for the church today. Hammond was a staunch believer in the baptism of the Holy Spirit as a
distinct experience subsequent to salvation, empowering believers for service and spiritual warfare.
He taught that all the spiritual gifts mentioned in the New Testament, including prophecy, tongues,
healing, and discernment, were for the church of his day and were essential tools for navigating the
spiritual landscape and combating the enemy's influence. These gifts were not merely for spiritual
edification but were vital instruments in the practical application of spiritual warfare and
deliverance.

Empowerment for Spiritual Battle

Hammond'’s teachings stressed that the Holy Spirit provides the power necessary for believers to
engage effectively in spiritual warfare. The Holy Spirit, he explained, grants believers discernment
to identify demonic activity, boldness to confront it, and the authority to command spirits to leave.
The gifts of the Spirit were seen as divine weaponry, enabling Christians to not just survive but to
thrive and advance in their spiritual lives and ministries. The "Pigs in the Parlor" concept was
effectively addressed through the empowerment of the Spirit, which allowed believers to recognize
the intrusion and then, with divine assistance, to cleanse and reclaim their spiritual space. This
empowerment was not a passive reception but an active, faith-filled cooperation with the Holy Spirit.

The Gifts of Discernment and Tongues

Among the spiritual gifts, Frank Hammond placed particular emphasis on the gifts of discernment of
spirits and speaking in tongues. He believed the gift of discernment was crucial for identifying the
source of spiritual manifestations, distinguishing between the Holy Spirit, demonic forces, and
human spirits. This was a vital tool in his deliverance ministry, helping to pinpoint the nature of the
spiritual attack. The gift of tongues, often accompanied by interpretation, was seen as a direct line of
communication with God, a tool for personal edification and sometimes a sign to unbelievers. Both
gifts, in his view, were essential for a robust and effective spiritual life and ministry, providing
insight and power in the face of spiritual opposition.

Testimonies and Impact of Frank Hammond's Ministry

The ministry of Frank Hammond, particularly his "Pigs in the Parlor" teachings, generated a wealth
of powerful testimonies from individuals who experienced profound transformation and liberation.
Believers reported being set free from long-standing addictions, crippling anxieties, debilitating
illnesses, and generational curses. Many shared accounts of newfound spiritual clarity, restored
relationships, and a deeper connection with God. These testimonies often spoke of breakthrough
moments during his prayer sessions, where oppressive spiritual forces were dislodged, allowing
individuals to embrace a fuller expression of their faith and freedom in Christ. The impact of his



ministry was felt across various denominations and geographical locations, touching countless lives
with the message of hope and spiritual victory.

Stories of Freedom and Restoration

Numerous accounts detail how Frank Hammond's ministry provided a pathway to freedom for those
who felt trapped by circumstances or spiritual influences. Testimonies frequently mentioned the
shedding of burdens, the overcoming of habitual sins, and the restoration of joy and peace. The "Pigs
in the Parlor" metaphor resonated with many who recognized the presence of uninvited spiritual
guests in their lives and found in Hammond's teachings the courage and the means to address them.
These stories serve as a testament to the perceived effectiveness and transformative power of his
deliverance and spiritual warfare approach, painting a picture of a ministry that brought tangible
relief and radical change to adherents.

Influence on Churches and Denominations

Frank Hammond's impact extended beyond individual lives to influence the spiritual practices and
theological perspectives of numerous churches and denominations, particularly within the
charismatic and Pentecostal movements. His emphasis on spiritual warfare, deliverance, and the
active use of spiritual gifts encouraged a more dynamic and engaged approach to faith. Many
churches began to incorporate deliverance ministries, house blessings, and training in spiritual
warfare, inspired by his teachings and the results observed. While his methods were sometimes
debated, the desire for spiritual freedom and victory that his ministry ignited led to a broadening of
understanding and practice in many faith communities, leaving a lasting imprint on the spiritual
landscape.

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding "Pigs in the
Parlor"

Despite the profound impact and numerous positive testimonies, Frank Hammond's ministry,
including his "Pigs in the Parlor" teachings, was not without its criticisms and controversies. Some
Christian leaders and theologians expressed concern over the intense nature of his deliverance
sessions, suggesting a potential for psychological suggestion or misattribution of common
psychological or medical issues to demonic activity. The forceful language and imagery used in his
teachings, while effective for many, could also be perceived as alarmist or overly simplistic by
others. Questions were raised about the potential for causing fear or anxiety, particularly in
vulnerable individuals, and whether the emphasis on spiritual warfare overshadowed other crucial
aspects of Christian life such as grace, love, and social justice.

Concerns about Misinterpretation and Overemphasis



One common criticism leveled against the "Pigs in the Parlor" approach and similar deliverance
ministries is the potential for misinterpreting everyday struggles or common mental health
challenges as purely demonic. Critics argued that while spiritual warfare is real, it should not
become the sole lens through which all difficulties are viewed. There was a concern that an
overemphasis on casting out demons could lead to a neglect of practical, psychological, or medical
support when needed. This perspective suggested that by exclusively attributing problems to
demonic influence, individuals might miss out on vital professional help or that the focus on spiritual
conflict could inadvertently create a culture of fear and paranoia rather than one of confident faith.

Theological Debates and Methodological Differences

Theological debates surrounding Frank Hammond's ministry often centered on the specific
interpretation of scripture, the nature of spiritual warfare, and the methodology of deliverance.
Some denominations and theologians hold a more restrained view of direct spiritual confrontation,
favoring a more gradual approach through discipleship, prayer, and the application of God's Word.
The explicit language of "casting out demons" and the intensity of some of his prayer sessions
sparked discussions about the proper application of biblical principles and the potential for abuse or
manipulation. These differences in theological understanding and practical application led to
significant discussions and disagreements within the broader Christian community regarding the
appropriate way to address spiritual oppression.

The Lasting Legacy of Frank Hammond

Frank Hammond's legacy is that of a pioneering figure in the deliverance and spiritual warfare
movements within modern Christianity. The phrase "Pigs in the Parlor" remains a memorable and
evocative reminder of his direct and impactful approach to spiritual freedom. His teachings spurred
a generation of believers to engage more actively with the spiritual realm, equipping them with tools
and confidence to confront opposition. While controversies exist, the enduring impact on countless
individuals seeking and finding liberation from spiritual bondage is undeniable. His emphasis on the
authority of the believer, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the reality of spiritual conflict has left an
indelible mark on charismatic and Pentecostal theology and practice.

Enduring Teachings on Spiritual Victory

The core teachings of Frank Hammond continue to resonate with many believers seeking spiritual
victory. His emphasis on the believer's authority in Christ, the importance of a clean spiritual life,
and the power of the Holy Spirit to overcome darkness remain foundational principles for those
involved in spiritual warfare. The "Pigs in the Parlor" metaphor itself serves as a timeless reminder
of the need for vigilance and intentionality in maintaining a life dedicated to God. His legacy is
preserved in his writings, recorded messages, and the ministries that continue to carry forward his
passion for delivering people from spiritual oppression and empowering them for kingdom living.



Influence on Contemporary Deliverance Ministries

Frank Hammond’s pioneering work laid significant groundwork for many contemporary deliverance
ministries. Churches and organizations that focus on spiritual warfare and deliverance often trace
their roots or inspiration back to figures like Hammond. His bold approach and clear articulation of
spiritual principles influenced the development of training materials, prayer models, and the general
acceptance of deliverance as a legitimate aspect of Christian ministry. While methodologies may
have evolved and refined, the fundamental impetus to see people freed from demonic influence and
restored to wholeness, a core aspect of Hammond’s "Pigs in the Parlor" ministry, continues to be a
driving force for many in the modern church.

Conclusion: The Enduring Influence of Frank
Hammond's "Pigs in the Parlor"

Frank Hammond’s ministry, powerfully symbolized by the "Pigs in the Parlor" concept, left an
indelible mark on the landscape of modern charismatic and Pentecostal Christianity. His unwavering
belief in the active power of the Holy Spirit and the believer's authority over spiritual darkness
fueled a movement that empowered countless individuals to seek and experience deliverance from
demonic oppression. While the intensity and specific methods of his ministry sparked debate and
criticism, the core message of spiritual freedom and victory resonated deeply, leading to profound
transformations in many lives. The legacy of Frank Hammond and his "Pigs in the Parlor" teachings
continues to inspire a generation of believers to engage courageously in spiritual warfare, to discern
spiritual influences, and to actively reclaim their lives and environments for God's glory, ensuring
that the call to keep the "parlor" clean remains relevant.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core concept behind Frank Hammond's 'Pigs in
the Parlor' teachings?

The core concept of Frank Hammond's 'Pigs in the Parlor' teachings is that demons, often referred
to metaphorically as 'pigs,' can take up residence within a believer's life, hindering their spiritual
growth and relationship with God. Hammond taught that these 'pigs' represent unaddressed sin,
generational curses, or unyielded areas of the life that allow demonic influence.

What is the origin or basis of the 'Pigs in the Parlor’
terminology in Christian deliverance ministry?

The term 'Pigs in the Parlor' is a metaphor used by Frank Hammond, drawing inspiration from
biblical concepts and his interpretation of spiritual warfare. While the exact phrase isn't explicitly in
scripture, it's believed to be derived from passages that speak about unclean spirits being cast out
and the importance of having a clean vessel for God's spirit. The 'parlor' symbolizes the inner life or
the heart of a believer.



What are some common 'pigs' that Frank Hammond identified
as needing to be cast out?

Frank Hammond identified various 'pigs' that he believed needed to be addressed in a person's life.
These often included issues like unforgiveness, bitterness, pride, lust, greed, anger, fear, occult
involvement, and inherited generational sins or patterns.

What is the typical process or method for 'casting out the pigs'
according to Frank Hammond's teachings?

According to Frank Hammond's teachings, the process of 'casting out the pigs' typically involves a
combination of personal repentance, confession of sins, renouncing demonic influences, and
intercessory prayer led by a minister or trained individual. The emphasis is on identifying the
specific 'pigs' and then commanding them to leave in Jesus' name, often with specific prayer
pronouncements.

Where can I find more information or resources about Frank
Hammond's 'Pigs in the Parlor' teachings?

More information about Frank Hammond's 'Pigs in the Parlor' teachings can be found in his books,
such as the widely known 'Pigs in the Parlor: You Can Have a Deliverance.' Resources might also be
available through ministries that he founded or that are aligned with his theological perspective on
deliverance and spiritual warfare.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles and descriptions related to the concept of "pigs in the parlor," which often
refers to a state of disarray, excess, or a lack of propriety within a seemingly respectable or
controlled environment, drawing a parallel to Frank Hammond's often provocative and sometimes
unsettling artwork:

1. The Uninvited Guests

This novel explores the subtle infiltration of chaos into a meticulously ordered household, where
unspoken tensions and hidden desires begin to manifest in increasingly bizarre ways. As the pristine
facade crumbles, the inhabitants find themselves confronting the uncomfortable truth that the "pigs"
were not external but had been living within their walls all along. The narrative delves into the
psychological impact of suppressed realities erupting into domestic life.

2. Gilded Cage, Filthy Floor

This collection of essays dissects the hypocrisy often found within elite social circles and institutions,
where outward displays of wealth and refinement mask underlying corruption and moral decay. It
examines how gilded appearances can conceal a stark reality of untidiness, greed, and the
abandonment of ethical principles. The book offers a critical lens on those who present a polished
exterior while their inner lives are a veritable mess.

3. The Pigsty's Bloom
This collection of short stories ventures into the unexpected beauty and resilience that can emerge
from seemingly unappealing or chaotic circumstances. It features characters who thrive amidst



disorder, finding their own brand of elegance and purpose in what others would deem a "pigsty."
The book challenges conventional notions of cleanliness and order, suggesting that life, in its rawest
form, can possess its own unique charm.

4. When the Parlor Went Wild

This historical account details a specific period of societal upheaval where established norms and
decorum were drastically challenged and overturned, leading to a widespread sense of unruliness. It
examines the societal forces that contributed to this breakdown of order, resulting in a palpable
feeling of a once-proper space becoming overrun and untamed. The book provides a vivid snapshot
of a time when the "parlor" was no longer sacred.

5. The Scent of Lavender and Swine

This memoir offers a deeply personal and unflinching look at the complexities of family life, where
moments of tenderness and refinement are often juxtaposed with an underlying current of messiness
and unresolved conflict. The author navigates the delicate balance between maintaining an outward
appearance of normalcy and the raw, often unglamorous realities of human relationships. It’s a
poignant exploration of the imperfect beauty found in lived experience.

6. Beneath the Crystal Chandelier

This satirical novel targets the superficiality and pretense of high society, revealing the often-
disgusting truths that lie hidden beneath polished surfaces and elaborate social rituals. It skewers
the characters who strive for an image of perfection while their actions and inner thoughts betray a
profound lack of grace and control. The book uses humor to expose the "pigs" lurking in the most
elegant of settings.

7. The Accidental Herd

This humorous yet insightful guide explores the unexpected ways in which order can devolve into
delightful, albeit messy, chaos. It focuses on the serendipitous nature of life’s little disasters and
how embracing them can lead to a more authentic and less uptight existence. The book encourages
readers to find joy and humor in the inevitable "pigs" that appear in their own carefully curated
lives.

8. Hog Heaven, Human Hell

This philosophical treatise examines the consequences of unchecked indulgence and the pursuit of
pleasure without regard for propriety or long-term well-being. It contrasts the idyllic image of "hog
heaven" with the resulting human suffering and moral compromise, questioning the true definition
of paradise. The book serves as a cautionary tale about the allure of excess and its inevitable fallout.

9. The Ornamented Muck

This collection of visual essays presents striking imagery that blurs the lines between beauty and
decay, order and disarray. Through a series of curated photographs and insightful prose, the book
explores the inherent aesthetic qualities found in the unconventional and the overlooked. It invites
viewers to reconsider their perceptions of what is considered "clean" or "proper," finding art in the
seemingly unkempt.
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