
freemason 2nd degree questions and answers
The journey through Freemasonry involves progressive degrees, each designed to impart moral and
philosophical lessons. Understanding the Freemason 2nd Degree questions and answers is crucial
for any Brother progressing through the Craft. This article delves deep into the symbolism, meaning,
and typical interrogations associated with the Fellow Craft degree, providing a comprehensive
resource for those seeking knowledge. We will explore the core concepts, the allegorical journey,
and the practical application of the lessons learned at this significant stage of Masonic progression.
Prepare to gain valuable insights into the Freemason 2nd Degree questions and answers that
illuminate the path of a Freemason.
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Understanding the Fellow Craft Degree in Freemasonry
The Fellow Craft degree, also known as the Second Degree, represents a significant advancement in
the Masonic journey. It builds upon the foundational lessons of the Entered Apprentice degree,
offering deeper insights into the principles of Freemasonry. This degree is often associated with the
development of the intellect, the pursuit of knowledge, and the application of Masonic virtues in the
broader world. It marks a transition from the initial stages of learning to a more active and informed
participation in the Craft.

The Fellow Craft is encouraged to engage with the more complex allegories and symbols of
Freemasonry. The rituals and teachings of this degree are designed to broaden a Mason's
understanding of the universe and his place within it. It is a period of intellectual and moral growth,
where the emphasis shifts from passive reception of knowledge to active contemplation and
application.

The Purpose and Significance of the Freemason 2nd
Degree
The primary purpose of the Fellow Craft degree is to further the moral and intellectual development
of the Mason. It continues the allegory of building, now focusing on the intellectual and spiritual
architecture of the individual. The lessons learned in this degree are intended to equip a Brother
with the tools to build a virtuous life and contribute positively to society.

The significance of the 2nd Degree lies in its emphasis on labor and learning. Unlike the Entered
Apprentice, who is largely a learner, the Fellow Craft is encouraged to engage in productive work,
both within the symbolic temple of the lodge and in the world outside. This degree encourages the
pursuit of knowledge, the development of skills, and the understanding of one's duties and
responsibilities.

It represents a stage of maturation in the Masonic fraternity, where a Brother is expected to have a
more profound grasp of the foundational principles and to be ready to apply them. The symbolism of
this degree often relates to the liberal arts and sciences, highlighting the importance of education
and enlightenment in the Masonic path.

Key Concepts and Symbolism of the Freemason 2nd
Degree
The Fellow Craft degree is rich with symbolism, each element designed to convey a specific lesson.
Central to this degree is the concept of intellectual labor and the pursuit of knowledge. The tools
and allegories presented are meant to represent the faculties of the mind and the methods by which
wisdom is acquired.

Key symbols associated with the Fellow Craft degree often include:



The Working Tools: These are explained in greater detail, with emphasis on their application
to intellectual and moral development.

The Stairway or Ascent: Representing the journey of learning and the progressive nature of
Masonic knowledge.

The Pillars: Often referencing the pillars of Solomon's Temple, symbolizing strength and
establishment.

The Five Senses: Their importance in acquiring knowledge and experiencing the world.

The Liberal Arts and Sciences: Highlighting the importance of education in a Mason's life.

The allegorical narrative of the Fellow Craft degree often involves a journey of discovery, where the
Brother is led through various symbolic representations of learning and labor. Understanding these
symbols is crucial for comprehending the Freemason 2nd Degree questions and answers.

Common Freemason 2nd Degree Questions
The examination for the Fellow Craft degree typically tests a Mason's retention and understanding
of the material presented during his initiation into the degree. These questions are designed to
ensure he has grasped the essential lessons and can articulate them. The questions are not meant to
be a test of rote memorization but rather of comprehension and the ability to apply Masonic
principles.

Questions Pertaining to the Entered Apprentice Degree
Before delving into the Fellow Craft, a Mason must demonstrate a solid understanding of the First
Degree. This ensures continuity and a strong foundation for further learning. Typical questions from
the Entered Apprentice degree that might be revisited or built upon include:

What is the proper way to gain admission to a Lodge?

What is the significance of the cable tow?

What are the three principal tenets of a Mason?

What are the symbolic colors and their meanings?

What is the meaning of the Square and Compasses in the Entered Apprentice Degree?

These questions, while seemingly basic, probe the candidate's initial grasp of Masonic obligations,
symbolism, and ethical framework.



Questions Pertaining to the Fellow Craft Degree Itself
The core of the examination focuses on the specific teachings of the Second Degree. These questions
will directly address the symbols, allegories, and moral lessons imparted during the ritual.

What are the working tools of a Fellow Craft, and to what do they relate?

What is the significance of the Middle Chamber?

Describe the journey or allegory presented in the Fellow Craft Degree.

What is the importance of the liberal arts and sciences to a Fellow Craft?

What is the symbolic meaning of the five senses in this degree?

What are the signs and tokens of a Fellow Craft?

What is the obligation taken by a Fellow Craft?

These questions assess the candidate's understanding of the advancement in knowledge and labor
expected at this stage.

Questions on Masonic Morality and Philosophy
Beyond the ritualistic specifics, the Fellow Craft degree also probes deeper into Masonic philosophy
and morality. Questions here aim to gauge how the candidate integrates these lessons into his life.

How does the Fellow Craft degree encourage self-improvement?

What is the Mason's duty to his neighbor and society?

How can the lessons of the Fellow Craft degree be applied in everyday life?

What is the importance of temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice as discussed in this
degree?

How does Freemasonry promote universal brotherhood?

These philosophical inquiries are central to the core of Masonic teachings, emphasizing the
development of a virtuous character.

Answers to Freemason 2nd Degree Questions
Providing accurate and meaningful answers to the Freemason 2nd Degree questions requires a



thorough understanding of the ritual and its allegorical significance. The answers should reflect not
just memorization but a comprehension of the underlying principles.

Understanding the Symbolism in Your Answers
When answering questions about working tools, for example, it's important not only to name them
but also to explain their symbolic application to the improvement of the mind and character. The
Square might represent the squaring of one's actions, while the Compasses symbolize
circumscribing one's passions.

Similarly, an understanding of the Middle Chamber allegory should go beyond a literal description.
It represents a place of reward for labor, a metaphorical space where one reflects on their work and
seeks further light. The answers should connect these symbols to the overarching Masonic quest for
knowledge and virtue.

Connecting the Fellow Craft Lessons to Your Life
The most effective answers demonstrate how the lessons of the Fellow Craft degree can be
integrated into daily life. For instance, when asked about the liberal arts and sciences, a good
answer would discuss the importance of continuous learning, critical thinking, and broadening one's
intellectual horizons.

Questions about moral duties should be answered with an emphasis on personal responsibility,
integrity, and the impact of one's actions on others. The ideal Mason strives to be a productive
member of society, using the principles learned in the lodge to guide his conduct in the world.

Articulating Masonic Principles
The ability to articulate Masonic principles clearly and concisely is a hallmark of a well-instructed
Mason. This involves using appropriate Masonic language while ensuring the meaning is accessible.
It’s about conveying the essence of the teachings rather than simply reciting phrases.

For example, when discussing brotherhood, one should convey the idea of mutual support, respect,
and understanding that transcends differences. The answers should reflect a genuine appreciation
for the moral and philosophical underpinnings of the fraternity.

The Role of the Fellow Craft in the Lodge
As a Fellow Craft, a Mason's role in the lodge evolves. He is expected to be more actively involved in
the proceedings and to contribute to the harmony and work of the lodge. This degree signifies
readiness for greater participation and responsibility within the fraternity.

Fellow Crafts are often tasked with specific roles in the lodge, assisting the officers and contributing
to the ritualistic work. They are also encouraged to continue their personal studies and to mentor



newer Masons as they progress. The emphasis is on active contribution and continuous learning.

Furthermore, the Fellow Craft is a bridge between the initial learning of the Entered Apprentice and
the further advancement in the higher degrees. He is expected to be a knowledgeable and engaged
member, embodying the principles of Freemasonry in his conduct and demeanor.

Preparing for the 2nd Degree Examination
Thorough preparation is essential for successfully navigating the examination for the Fellow Craft
degree. This involves diligent study of the ritual, the monitor, and any instructional materials
provided by the lodge.

Key aspects of preparation include:

Reviewing the lectures and charges associated with the degree.

Understanding the meaning of the symbols and their allegorical interpretations.

Practicing the modes of recognition, if applicable and permissible for the jurisdiction.

Reflecting on the moral and philosophical lessons imparted.

Seeking clarification from lodge officers or experienced members on any points of confusion.

Active participation in lodge meetings and study groups can also greatly enhance understanding and
confidence for the examination. The goal is not just to pass an examination but to internalize the
teachings.

Advanced Considerations for the Fellow Craft
Once the Fellow Craft degree is attained, the journey of learning continues. The degree itself serves
as a foundation for deeper exploration into Masonic philosophy and its application in the world.
Fellow Crafts are encouraged to continue their education in Freemasonry and related subjects.

This might involve studying Masonic history, the symbolism of architecture, or the philosophical
underpinnings of various degrees. The pursuit of knowledge is a lifelong endeavor in Freemasonry,
and the Fellow Craft degree marks a significant step in this continuous progression.

It is also a time for Masons to consider their active role within the fraternity and their community.
How can the lessons of diligent labor, intellectual pursuit, and moral rectitude be most effectively
applied? This reflective stage is crucial for becoming a well-rounded and contributing member of the
Craft.



Conclusion: Mastering the Freemason 2nd Degree
Successfully navigating the Freemason 2nd Degree questions and answers is more than just reciting
facts; it is about internalizing the profound moral and philosophical lessons of the Fellow Craft
degree. This stage of Masonic progression emphasizes intellectual labor, the pursuit of knowledge,
and the application of virtue in all aspects of life. By understanding the symbolism, the allegories,
and the core principles, a Mason is better equipped to fulfill his duties and contribute positively to
his lodge and the wider community. Mastering the Fellow Craft degree signifies a commitment to
continuous self-improvement and a deeper understanding of the Craft's timeless teachings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the Fellow Craft degree in
Freemasonry?
The Fellow Craft degree focuses on the intellectual and moral development of the Mason,
emphasizing the pursuit of knowledge, the cultivation of the liberal arts and sciences, and the
importance of labor and industry.

What key symbolism is introduced in the Fellow Craft degree?
Key symbolism includes the Middle Chamber of King Solomon's Temple, the setting maul, the plumb,
the square, and the level, all representing tools and concepts for building one's character and
contributing to the world.

How does the Fellow Craft degree build upon the lessons of
the Entered Apprentice degree?
While the Entered Apprentice degree focuses on preparing the candidate to enter the fraternity and
basic moral principles, the Fellow Craft degree encourages active participation, learning, and
application of knowledge for personal and societal improvement.

What are the 'seven liberal arts and sciences' as discussed in
the Fellow Craft degree?
The seven liberal arts and sciences are Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic (the Trivium), and Arithmetic,
Geometry, Music, and Astronomy (the Quadrivium). They represent the foundational knowledge
needed for intellectual growth.

What is the significance of the 'Middle Chamber' in the Fellow
Craft degree?
The Middle Chamber symbolizes a place of rest and reward for diligent labor, representing the
attainment of knowledge and understanding through hard work and intellectual effort.



What does the Fellow Craft's obligation entail?
The Fellow Craft's obligation is a pledge to continue seeking knowledge, to act with integrity, to be
industrious, and to uphold the principles of the fraternity in their daily lives and interactions.

How does the Fellow Craft degree prepare Masons for the
Master Mason degree?
By emphasizing intellectual development, moral responsibility, and the application of Masonic
principles to life, the Fellow Craft degree equips Masons with the foundational understanding and
character necessary to progress to the deeper teachings and responsibilities of the Master Mason
degree.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Freemasonry's Second Degree, with descriptions:

1. _The Fellow Craft's Journey: Understanding the Ritual and Symbolism_
This book delves deeply into the questions and answers of the Fellow Craft degree. It aims to
illuminate the symbolic meaning behind the trials and teachings, offering a comprehensive guide for
those seeking to grasp the essence of this significant Masonic advancement. Readers will find
explanations of the tools, allegories, and philosophical concepts presented during the degree.

2. _Unlocking the Master's Door: A Study of the Second Degree_
Focused specifically on the intermediate step of Freemasonry, this work provides clear explanations
of the knowledge required to progress. It breaks down the question-and-answer portions of the
Second Degree, making complex Masonic philosophy accessible. The book serves as a valuable
resource for candidates preparing for their examination and for Masons wishing to deepen their
understanding.

3. _The Architect's Blueprint: Masonic Knowledge for the Fellow Craft_
This title explores the educational and philosophical underpinnings of the Fellow Craft degree
through its ritualistic questions. It emphasizes the development of the individual's character and
intellect as central themes. The book offers practical insights into how the degree's teachings can be
applied to daily life, fostering moral and intellectual growth.

4. _Wisdom's Ladder: Navigating the Fellow Craft Degree_
Designed to guide Masons through the nuances of the Second Degree, this book clarifies the
purpose and meaning of each question and answer. It highlights the progression from the Entered
Apprentice to the Fellow Craft, emphasizing the acquisition of further knowledge and the refinement
of character. The author provides historical context and symbolic interpretations to enrich the
reader's comprehension.

5. _The Working Tools of the Mind: Second Degree Masonic Catechisms_
This book focuses on the intellectual and ethical development fostered by the Fellow Craft degree's
questioning. It dissects the symbolic meaning of the tools presented and their relevance to the
candidate's understanding. The text aims to demystify the catechismal elements, making the
degree's lessons more comprehensible and impactful.



6. _A Mason's Progress: The Fellow Craft's Path to Enlightenment_
Exploring the transformative nature of the Second Degree, this book offers detailed explanations of
its question-and-answer structure. It underscores the importance of diligent study and reflection in
Masonic practice. The author guides the reader through the allegorical journey, revealing the
deeper meanings embedded within the ritual.

7. _The Quintessence of the Fellow Craft: Illuminating Masonic Lore_
This scholarly work examines the core teachings of the Second Degree, paying close attention to the
specific questions and their intended answers. It provides a thorough analysis of the philosophical
and spiritual concepts that define this level of Masonry. The book is an invaluable resource for those
seeking an in-depth understanding of Masonic progression.

8. _The Pillars of Wisdom: Understanding the Fellow Craft Examination_
This title acts as a comprehensive study guide for the Fellow Craft degree's examination, clarifying
the questions and their correct responses. It emphasizes the building of a strong moral and
intellectual foundation as a key objective of the degree. The book aims to equip candidates with the
knowledge and confidence needed for their advancement.

9. _Brotherly Knowledge: A Guide to the Fellow Craft's Questions_
This practical guide breaks down the essential knowledge and understanding required for the
Second Degree in Freemasonry. It offers clear explanations of the questions posed during the ritual
and the underlying principles they represent. The book is designed to facilitate learning and
memorization, making the path to becoming a Fellow Craft more straightforward.
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