galatians 3 bible study questions and
answers

It's time to dive deep into the transformative message of Galatians chapter 3 with a comprehensive
Bible study focused on answering your most pressing questions. This epistle, penned by the Apostle
Paul, offers profound insights into justification by faith, the role of the law, and the freedom believers
have in Christ. Understanding Galatians 3 is crucial for grasping the core tenets of Christian theology
and living a life empowered by grace. This article provides a structured approach to exploring
Galatians 3, offering thought-provoking questions and detailed answers designed to illuminate its
powerful truths. Whether you're a seasoned theologian or new to studying Scripture, these Galatians
3 Bible study questions and answers will equip you for a richer understanding of Paul's message to
the churches in Galatia. Prepare to explore the Abrahamic covenant, the purpose of the Law, and the
inheritance promised to those in Christ.
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Exploring Galatians 3 Bible Study Questions and
Answers

Galatians chapter 3 stands as a cornerstone of Pauline theology, addressing critical issues concerning
salvation, the Law, and the believer's identity in Christ. This chapter powerfully refutes the notion that
adherence to the Mosaic Law is necessary for salvation, emphasizing instead that justification comes
through faith in Jesus Christ. Paul meticulously builds his argument by referencing the Old Testament,
particularly the covenant God made with Abraham, to demonstrate that the promises of God are
received through faith, not by works of the law. This foundational chapter is essential for



understanding the essence of the Gospel and the radical freedom believers experience through
Christ's sacrifice.

Understanding the Abrahamic Covenant in Galatians 3

The Abrahamic covenant serves as a pivotal point in Paul's argument in Galatians 3. He uses Abraham
as the prime example of someone who was declared righteous not by keeping a set of rules, but by
believing God's promise. This sets the stage for understanding how all believers, both Jew and
Gentile, are Abraham's spiritual offspring.

Question: How does Paul use Abraham to illustrate
justification by faith in Galatians 3?

Answer: In Galatians 3:6-9, Paul quotes Genesis 15:6, stating, "Abraham believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness." He emphasizes that Abraham's faith, his trust in God's word and
promises, was the basis of his righteousness in God's eyes. This occurred long before the Mosaic Law
was given, proving that faith, not the Law, is the means by which people are declared righteous.

Question: What is the significance of the covenant made with
Abraham for believers today, according to Galatians 3?

Answer: Paul explains in Galatians 3:14 that the blessing promised to Abraham, specifically the
outpouring of the Spirit, has come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that "by faith we might
receive the promise of the Spirit." This highlights that the blessings of God's covenant extend beyond
physical lineage to include all who, like Abraham, believe. The covenant's promises are fulfilled in
Christ and received through faith in Him.

Question: Why does Paul connect the Gentiles to Abraham's
covenant in Galatians 3?

Answer: Paul’s argument in Galatians 3:8-9 is that God foretold the justification of Gentiles by faith,
saying, "In you all the nations will be blessed." Therefore, those who believe, regardless of their ethnic
background, are blessed along with Abraham. This breaks down the division between Jew and Gentile,
establishing a unified body of believers in Christ who inherit the same promises through faith.

The Law and its Role According to Galatians 3

A significant portion of Galatians 3 is dedicated to explaining the purpose and limitations of the
Mosaic Law. Paul argues that the Law was never intended to be a means of achieving righteousness
but rather served a temporary and preparatory role.



Question: What was the purpose of the Law given through
Moses, as explained in Galatians 3?

Answer: Paul describes the Law in Galatians 3:19 as something "added because of transgressions
until the time of the descendant to whom the promise was made." Its purpose was to reveal sin, to
make people aware of their inability to keep God's perfect standard, and to act as a tutor or guardian
leading them to Christ. The Law was a temporary measure, not the ultimate way of salvation.

Question: How does Paul contrast faith with the Law in
Galatians 3?

Answer: In Galatians 3:11-12, Paul starkly contrasts faith and law-based living. He quotes Habakkuk
2:4, "The righteous shall live by faith," and contrasts this with the Law, which states, "The one who
does them will live by them." This highlights that the Law requires perfect performance, which is
impossible for fallen humanity, while faith relies on God's provision in Christ.

Question: What does Paul mean when he says believers are
"under the Law" before Christ in Galatians 3?

Answer: Paul's point in Galatians 3:23 is that before faith in Christ, believers were "kept under guard
by the law, locked up until the revelation of faith." This means they were held captive by the Law's
condemnation, unable to escape its demands and penalties. The Law exposed their sin and their
inability to measure up, creating a desperate need for a savior.

Question: How did the Law function as a "schoolmaster" (or
tutor) in Galatians 3?

Answer: Paul refers to the Law as a "paidagogos" (Galatians 3:24-25), a term for a slave who escorted
and disciplined children. The Law's function was to guide people, not to perfect them. It revealed sin,
showed the need for redemption, and kept people under discipline until the time of Christ arrived.
Once faith in Christ came, the need for this specific tutelage ended, as believers are now guided by
the Spirit.

Justification by Faith in Galatians 3

The central theme of Galatians 3 is justification by faith. Paul powerfully asserts that salvation is a gift
received by trusting in Jesus Christ, not by any merit or effort on our part.

Question: What does "justification by faith" mean according to



Galatians 3?

Answer: Justification by faith means being declared righteous in God's sight. It is not about earning
God's favor through good works but about receiving God's righteousness as a free gift through our
faith in Jesus Christ's atoning sacrifice. Galatians 3:11 reinforces this: "it is evident that no one is
justified before God by the law, for 'The righteous shall live by faith.""

Question: How does Christ's death on the cross relate to
justification by faith in Galatians 3?

Answer: Paul explains in Galatians 3:13 that "Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us." Jesus, who was sinless, took upon Himself the curse that the Law
pronounced upon sinners. His sacrifice satisfied the demands of God's justice, making it possible for
God to declare believers righteous when they place their faith in Him.

Question: Why is faith considered the key to receiving God's
promises in Galatians 3?

Answer: Faith is the key because it is the act of trusting in God's faithfulness and His provision in
Christ. It acknowledges our own inability to save ourselves and relies entirely on what Christ has
done. As Galatians 3:22 states, "but the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe." Faith unlocks the promised
blessings.

The Promise of the Spirit in Galatians 3

Galatians 3 highlights the inseparable connection between faith in Christ and the reception of the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit is not earned through works but is a gift received through faith.

Question: How does Paul link the reception of the Holy Spirit
to faith in Galatians 3?

Answer: Paul asks the Galatians a rhetorical question in Galatians 3:2, "Did you receive the Spirit by
works of the law or by hearing with faith?" He then immediately answers it by implication, and later
clarifies in verse 5, "Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by
works of the law, or by hearing with faith?" The answer is unequivocally by hearing with faith in the
Gospel message.

Question: What is the significance of receiving the Spirit for



believers, as presented in Galatians 3?

Answer: Receiving the Holy Spirit is a mark of adoption into God's family and a guarantee of the
inheritance promised to Abraham. The Spirit empowers believers, guides them, and conforms them to
the image of Christ. Galatians 3:14 states, "so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might
come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith."

Question: Can believers lose the Holy Spirit through sin or
failure to keep the Law?

Answer: While Galatians 3 primarily focuses on the initial reception of the Spirit through faith, its
overarching theme of grace implies that the Spirit is given and sustained by God's faithful provision,
not by our fluctuating performance. The emphasis is on the secure work of Christ and the faithfulness
of God, not on the believer's ability to earn or maintain the Spirit's presence through legalistic
adherence.

Freedom in Christ: Galatians 3 Insights

Galatians 3 powerfully conveys the liberation that believers experience in Christ, a freedom from the
condemnation of the Law and the bondage of sin.

Question: What kind of freedom does Galatians 3 speak
about?

Answer: The freedom described in Galatians 3 is freedom from the curse of the Law, from the power
of sin, and from the need to earn salvation. It is a spiritual freedom where believers are no longer
slaves to the Law's demands but are adopted as sons and daughters of God, empowered by the Holy
Spirit to live a life pleasing to Him.

Question: How does being "baptized into Christ" in Galatians
3 relate to this freedom?

Answer: Paul states in Galatians 3:27, "For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ." Baptism into Christ signifies a profound union with Him, a spiritual death to
sin and a new life in Him. This union is the source of the believer's freedom and identity, as they are
no longer defined by their old life under the Law or sin, but by their new life in Christ.

Question: Is this freedom a license to sin, as some might
misunderstand?

Answer: Absolutely not. While Galatians 3 emphasizes freedom from the Law's condemnation, it does
not promote lawlessness. Rather, this freedom empowers believers to live according to the Spirit, who



produces fruit like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control (Galatians 5:22-23). True Christian freedom is the ability to do what is right and pleasing to
God, empowered by the Spirit.

Who is a Child of God in Galatians 3?

Galatians 3 clarifies who belongs to God's family, redefining spiritual lineage based not on physical
descent but on faith in Jesus Christ.

Question: According to Galatians 3, how does one become a
child of God?

Answer: Galatians 3:26 states, "for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God, through faith." It is
through faith in Jesus Christ that individuals are adopted into God's family. This faith transcends
ethnic and social distinctions, uniting all believers as spiritual offspring of Abraham and children of
God.

Question: What is the significance of being "clothed with
Christ" in Galatians 3?

Answer: To be "clothed with Christ" (Galatians 3:27) means that Christ's righteousness is imputed to
us, and His identity becomes our own. Our old identity, marked by sin and separation from God, is
replaced by a new identity in Christ. This union with Christ is what signifies our acceptance by God
and our status as His children.

Question: Does Galatians 3 teach that all people are children
of God by nature?

Answer: No, Galatians 3 clearly distinguishes between natural birth and spiritual birth. While all
humanity is created by God, Galatians 3 teaches that one becomes a child of God through faith in
Jesus Christ, which signifies a spiritual rebirth. It is an adoption into God's family, not a universal
status by default.

Applying Galatians 3 to Modern Christian Life

The timeless truths of Galatians 3 have direct and profound relevance for believers today, guiding our
understanding of salvation, Christian living, and our identity in Christ.



Question: How should the message of justification by faith in
Galatians 3 impact our daily lives?

Answer: Understanding justification by faith means we can approach God with confidence, knowing
we are accepted not because of our own merit but because of Christ's finished work. It frees us from
striving to earn God's approval and allows us to live in gratitude and joy, focusing on loving and
serving God and others out of thankfulness for His grace.

Question: In what ways does Galatians 3 challenge legalistic
tendencies in the church today?

Answer: Galatians 3 serves as a constant reminder that salvation and spiritual growth are
fundamentally about a relationship with God through faith in Christ, not about adhering to a set of
external rules or rituals. It challenges any attempt to add human works or traditions to the sufficiency
of Christ's sacrifice for salvation or spiritual maturity.

Question: How does Galatians 3 encourage unity among
diverse groups of believers?

Answer: By emphasizing that all believers, regardless of background, are united "in Christ Jesus" and
are "all one" (Galatians 3:28), this chapter breaks down barriers. It calls for unity based on shared
faith in Christ, rather than on cultural, ethnic, or social distinctions.

Common Questions and Answers on Galatians 3

Here are some frequently asked questions that often arise when studying Galatians chapter 3, with
concise answers to clarify key points.

e Q: If we are not under the Law, do we still need to obey the Ten Commandments?
A: Yes. While believers are not under the Law as a means of salvation, the moral aspect of the
Law, reflected in the Ten Commandments, still reveals God's perfect standard of righteousness
and guides believers in living a life pleasing to Him, empowered by the Holy Spirit.

* Q: What is the "curse of the Law" that Christ redeemed us from?
A: The curse of the Law refers to the penalty for disobedience, which is death and separation
from God. Christ, by taking our sins upon Himself, bore this curse on our behalf, satisfying the
Law's demands and freeing us from its condemnation.

¢ Q: Does Galatians 3 teach that the Law is evil?
A: No, the Law is described as holy, righteous, and good. However, it is powerless to give life or
justify sinners. Its purpose was to reveal sin and point to Christ, not to be a means of salvation
in itself.



¢ Q: What does it mean to be "under the law" versus "under grace"?
A: "Under the Law" implies a system of earning God's favor through obedience, which leads to
condemnation because of human sinfulness. "Under Grace" means receiving God's unmerited
favor through faith in Christ, resulting in freedom, forgiveness, and empowerment to live
righteously.

Conclusion: Embracing the Truths of Galatians 3

Galatians chapter 3 offers a profound and liberating understanding of God's grace and our salvation.
The core message of Galatians 3 Bible study revolves around the truth that justification is by faith in
Jesus Christ alone, a truth powerfully demonstrated through the example of Abraham and the purpose
of the Mosaic Law. By exploring these Galatians 3 Bible study questions and answers, we are
reminded that our identity as children of God is secured through faith, and we are granted freedom
from the curse of the Law through Christ's redemptive work. May these insights equip you to live a life
rooted in the grace and truth found in Christ, fully embracing the spiritual inheritance promised to all
who believe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Galatians chapter 3?

The main theme of Galatians chapter 3 is salvation by faith in Jesus Christ, not by adherence to the
Law. Paul strongly argues that believers are justified (made right with God) through faith alone, a
principle he illustrates with the example of Abraham.

How does Paul use the story of Abraham in Galatians 3 to
support his argument?

Paul uses Abraham as the prime example of righteousness through faith. He points out that Abraham
was declared righteous by God before the Law was given (and thus before circumcision). This
demonstrates that God's saving relationship is based on faith, not on observing religious laws or
rituals.

What does Paul mean when he calls the Galatians 'foolish' in
chapter 3?

Paul calls the Galatians 'foolish' because they were turning away from the clear teaching of the gospel
they had received. They were allowing false teachers to persuade them that following the Law of
Moses was necessary for salvation, which Paul considered a dangerous departure from the truth of
God's grace.



What is the 'curse of the Law' that Paul mentions in Galatians
3?

The 'curse of the Law' refers to the penalty or condemnation that comes from failing to perfectly obey
God's Law. According to Deuteronomy, anyone who does not ‘remain in all the things written in the
book of the Law to perform them' is cursed. Jesus, by dying on the cross, took upon himself this curse
on our behalf.

How does Jesus' death on the cross relate to the Law and faith
in Galatians 3?

Paul explains that Jesus, by becoming a curse for us (hanging on a tree), redeemed us from the curse
of the Law. This means that through Christ's sacrifice, believers are freed from the condemnation of
the Law, and the blessing promised to Abraham (righteousness by faith) can now come to Gentiles
through faith in Jesus.

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the believer's life
according to Galatians 3?

The Holy Spirit is presented as evidence that God accepts believers. Paul asks if the Galatians
received the Spirit by observing the Law or by hearing the message of faith. He then states that God
gives the Spirit to those who believe, signifying their adoption as children of God and empowering
them to live a new life.

What is the significance of the '‘promise' made to Abraham in
Galatians 3?

The 'promise' made to Abraham was that in him all nations would be blessed, and that he would be
heir of the world. Paul clarifies that this promise is received through faith in Christ. It signifies a
spiritual inheritance and a blessing from God that extends beyond physical lineage or adherence to
specific laws, encompassing all who believe.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Galatians 3 Bible study questions and answers, with descriptions:

1. The Law and the Promise: A Study of Galatians_

This book delves into the core themes of Galatians 3, meticulously exploring the relationship between
the Old Testament Law and the promise of salvation through faith. It aims to answer key questions
about why the Law was given and how it contrasts with the grace offered in Christ. The study provides
a theological framework for understanding Paul's arguments concerning justification by faith.

2. _Children of Abraham: Understanding Galatians 3_

Focusing on the concept of spiritual lineage, this study unpacks the significance of being children of

Abraham through faith. It addresses questions about inheritance, the role of the Holy Spirit, and the

inclusivity of God's covenant in Christ. The book seeks to illuminate how Galatians 3 redefines family
and belonging for believers.



3. _Freedom in Christ: A Galatians 3 Exploration_

This resource concentrates on the liberating message found in Galatians 3, particularly the freedom
from the bondage of the Law. It tackles questions about the implications of being "bought with a
price" and the new identity believers possess. The study emphasizes the practical outworking of this
freedom in daily life.

4. By Faith Alone: Decoding Galatians 3_

This book offers a focused approach to the central tenet of sola fide as presented in Galatians 3. It
engages with common questions regarding the sufficiency of faith for salvation and the nullification of
works-based righteousness. The study provides clear explanations of how faith apprehends God's
grace.

5. The Spirit and the Son: Galatians 3 Unveiled_

This study examines the pivotal role of the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ in Galatians 3. It explores how
the Spirit bears witness to our adoption as children and how Christ's redemptive work fulfills the Law.
The book aims to answer questions about the Spirit's indwelling and the believer's relationship with
Christ.

6. From Slavery to Sonship: A Galatians 3 Journey _

This engaging study guides readers through the transformative journey described in Galatians 3,
moving from spiritual slavery under the Law to the status of adopted sons. It addresses questions
about the nature of condemnation and the joy of liberation in Christ. The book offers a compelling
narrative of spiritual progression.

7. _The Promise of the Spirit: Galatians 3 Insights_

Dedicated to the promise of the Holy Spirit in Galatians 3, this book answers questions about its
reception and function for believers. It explores how the Spirit enables believers to live according to
God's will and confirms their adoption. The study highlights the Spirit's essential role in the Christian
life.

8. Paul's Argument in Galatians 3: A Comprehensive Study _

This title suggests a thorough examination of Paul's rhetorical strategy and theological arguments
within chapter 3 of Galatians. It aims to answer in-depth questions about the Old Testament
references and the logical flow of Paul's reasoning. The book provides a robust understanding of the
chapter's persuasive power.

9. Living Under Grace: Practical Implications of Galatians 3_

This book moves beyond theoretical understanding to explore the practical outworking of living under
grace as taught in Galatians 3. It addresses questions about how this freedom impacts our
relationships, our approach to sin, and our community life. The study provides actionable guidance for
applying the chapter's truths daily.
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