90 strategies for teaching english language learners

Teaching English language learners (ELLs) is a rewarding yet complex endeavor. Effectively conveying
language skills, cultural nuances, and academic content requires a multifaceted approach. This
comprehensive guide explores 50 strategies for teaching English language learners, offering practical,
actionable techniques to foster fluency and academic success. From building foundational vocabulary to
promoting advanced conversational skills, these methods cater to diverse learning styles and proficiency
levels. We will delve into strategies that emphasize comprehensible input, interactive learning, and the
integration of technology. Whether you are a seasoned educator or new to the field of English as a Second
Language (ESL) or English as a Foreign Language (EFL), this collection of 50 strategies for teaching
English language learners will equip you with the tools to create a dynamic and supportive learning

environment.
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Understanding the Diverse Needs of English Language Learners

English language learners (ELLs) come from a vast array of linguistic and cultural backgrounds, each
bringing unique strengths and challenges to the classroom. Understanding these diverse needs is the
cornerstone of effective instruction. Factors such as prior schooling, literacy in their native language,
acculturation experiences, and individual learning styles all play a significant role in an ELL's language
acquisition journey. Recognizing that there is no one-size-fits-all approach, educators must cultivate
empathy and a deep understanding of the social, emotional, and academic hurdles ELLs may face. This
foundational knowledge informs the selection and application of the 50 strategies for teaching English

language learners.

Recognizing Linguistic Diversity in the Classroom

The linguistic landscape of an ELL classroom can be incredibly varied. Students may speak languages with
vastly different structures and sound systems from English. Some may be coming from educational systems
that are highly structured, while others may have had limited formal schooling. Educators must
acknowledge and value this linguistic diversity as a resource, not a deficit. Strategies for teaching English

language learners should leverage students' first languages, understanding that bilingualism is an asset.

Addressing Socio-Emotional Factors for ELLs

The transition to a new country and educational system can be emotionally taxing for young learners.
Feelings of isolation, anxiety, and culture shock are common. Creating a welcoming and supportive
classroom environment is paramount. Teachers should be attuned to the socio-emotional well-being of their
students, providing opportunities for connection and building a sense of belonging. This emotional
scaffolding is as crucial as the linguistic instruction when implementing 50 strategies for teaching English

language learners.

Identifying Different Stages of Language Acquisition

ELLs progress through distinct stages of language acquisition, from pre-production (the silent period) to
early production, speech emergence, intermediate fluency, and advanced fluency. Each stage requires
tailored instructional approaches. Recognizing where a student is in this continuum is vital for providing
appropriate scaffolding and challenges. The 50 strategies for teaching English language learners should be

adaptable to these different stages, ensuring progress at every level.



50 Foundational Strategies for Teaching English Language
Learners

Building a strong foundation is crucial for the success of English language learners. These foundational
strategies focus on creating an accessible and engaging learning environment, fostering basic
communication, and introducing core vocabulary and grammatical structures. Implementing these core
techniques sets the stage for more complex language development and academic achievement. These initial

steps are vital components of the overall framework of 50 strategies for teaching English language learners.

Strategy 1: Create a Welcoming and Supportive Classroom Environment

A positive and inclusive atmosphere reduces anxiety and encourages participation. Visual cues, clear

routines, and a focus on celebrating diversity contribute to this environment.

Strategy 2: Use Visual Aids Extensively

Pictures, flashcards, realia (real objects), and gestures help to make language comprehensible, especially for

beginners.

Strategy 3: Speak Clearly and Slowly

Enunciate words distinctly and use a slightly slower pace of speech, while still maintaining natural

intonation.

Strategy 4: Provide Sentence Frames and Starters

Offer structures like "I see a.." or "This is a.." to help students formulate responses and build confidence.

Strategy 5: Incorporate Total Physical Response (TPR)

This method involves students responding to verbal commands with physical actions, linking language

directly to movement.

Strategy 6: Pre-teach Key Vocabulary

Introduce and explain essential vocabulary before a lesson begins, using visuals and definitions.



Strategy 7: Use Cognates and Borrowings

Identify words that are similar in English and the students' native languages to build on existing

knowledge.

Strategy 8: Model Language Clearly

Demonstrate correct pronunciation, intonation, and grammatical structures through repetition and explicit

instruction.

Strategy 9: Simplify Language and Avoid Idioms

Use straightforward vocabulary and sentence structures. Explain or avoid idiomatic expressions until

students have a stronger grasp of the language.

Strategy 10: Provide Opportunities for Repetition and Practice

Regular opportunities for students to hear and use new language are essential for retention.

Developing Essential Speaking and Listening Skills for ELLs

Oral language development is fundamental for ELLs to communicate effectively in academic and social
settings. These strategies focus on actively engaging students in listening and speaking activities, building
their confidence and fluency. Creating numerous opportunities for meaningful interaction is key to
mastering these crucial skills. These practical techniques are integral to the success of the 50 strategies for

teaching English language learners.

Strategy 11: Implement Pair and Group Work

Collaborative activities allow students to practice speaking in a lower-stakes environment and learn from

peers.

Strategy 12: Use Choral Repetition

Having the whole class repeat words, phrases, or sentences together helps with pronunciation and fluency.



Strategy 13: Incorporate Role-Playing and Simulations

These activities provide context for using language in real-life scenarios, such as ordering food or asking for

directions.

Strategy 14: Engage in Question-and-Answer Sessions

Ask a variety of questions, from simple recall to more complex inferential questions, encouraging different

types of responses.

Strategy 15: Utilize Think-Pair-Share

Students first think about a question individually, then discuss with a partner, and finally share with the

larger group.

Strategy 16: Encourage Show and Tell

Allowing students to bring in objects and talk about them provides a personal connection to speaking

practice.

Strategy 17: Provide Opportunities for Peer Teaching

When students explain concepts to each other, they reinforce their own understanding and practice

speaking.

Strategy 18: Use Songs, Rhymes, and Chants

These auditory tools are engaging and help with memorization of vocabulary and sentence patterns.

Strategy 19: Facilitate Discussions and Debates

As proficiency increases, structured discussions and debates encourage more complex language use and

critical thinking.



Strategy 20: Offer Feedback and Correction Respectfully

Provide constructive feedback on pronunciation and grammar without discouraging the student from

speaking.

Enhancing Reading Comprehension Skills for English Language
Learners

Reading comprehension is vital for academic success. These strategies are designed to make English texts
accessible and understandable for ELLs, building their ability to process information independently. Focus is
placed on explicit instruction, scaffolding, and strategies that promote active engagement with the text.
These reading-focused techniques are essential components of the 50 strategies for teaching English

language learners.

Strategy 21: Pre-reading Activities

Activate prior knowledge, preview vocabulary, and set a purpose for reading to prepare students for the

text.

Strategy 22: Guided Reading

Read texts together as a class, providing support and prompting comprehension checks throughout the

reading process.

Strategy 23: Utilize Graphic Organizers

Tools like KWL charts, story maps, and Venn diagrams help students organize information and visualize

text structures.

Strategy 24: Teach Reading Strategies Explicitly

Instruction in predicting, questioning, clarifying, and summarizing empowers students to become more

independent readers.



Strategy 25: Provide Access to Authentic Materials at Appropriate Levels

Use simplified versions of texts or materials designed for younger native speakers when necessary.

Strategy 26: Encourage the Use of Dictionaries and Glossaries

Teach students how to effectively use these resources to understand unfamiliar words.

Strategy 27: Promote Extensive Reading

Encourage students to read a variety of materials for pleasure, fostering fluency and vocabulary acquisition.

Strategy 28: Summarize and Retell

After reading, have students summarize the main ideas or retell the story in their own words.

Strategy 29: Visualize Text Content

Encourage students to create mental images or draw pictures of what they are reading to aid

comprehension.

Strategy 30: Focus on Key Vocabulary within Texts

Highlight and teach essential vocabulary words that are critical for understanding the main ideas of a

passage.

Boosting Writing Proficiency in English Language Learners

Developing strong writing skills allows ELLs to express their ideas coherently and accurately. These
strategies focus on providing clear models, scaffolding the writing process, and offering constructive
feedback to improve their written output. From sentence construction to paragraph organization, these
techniques support the development of effective written communication. These writing-focused methods

are critical elements of the 50 strategies for teaching English language learners.



Strategy 31: Teach Writing Genres Explicitly

Introduce different types of writing (e.g., narrative, persuasive, informative) and their specific conventions.

Strategy 32: Provide Sentence and Paragraph Frames

Similar to speaking, offering structural support for writing helps students organize their thoughts and

construct coherent sentences and paragraphs.

Strategy 33: Use Model Texts

Show students examples of well-written pieces that demonstrate target vocabulary, grammar, and

organization.

Strategy 34: Focus on the Writing Process

Emphasize prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing as distinct stages.

Strategy 35: Encourage Peer Review

Students can provide feedback to each other on their writing, focusing on clarity, organization, and specific

language features.

Strategy 36: Teach Grammar and Mechanics in Context

Address grammatical errors and mechanical issues as they arise in students' writing, explaining the rules

relevant to their work.

Strategy 37: Utilize Word Walls and Anchor Charts

Display key vocabulary, grammar rules, and writing strategies for easy reference.

Strategy 38: Scaffolding Writing Assignments

Break down complex writing tasks into smaller, manageable steps.



Strategy 39: Provide Opportunities for Journaling

Encourage informal writing practice that allows students to express themselves without the pressure of

formal assessment.

Strategy 40: Celebrate Writing Progress

Acknowledge and praise improvements in writing, fostering motivation and a positive attitude towards

writing.

Leveraging Technology and Differentiated Instruction for ELL

Success

Technology offers powerful tools to enhance learning for ELLs, making instruction more engaging and
accessible. Furthermore, differentiated instruction ensures that all students, regardless of their proficiency
level or learning style, receive the support they need to thrive. Combining these approaches allows for
personalized learning experiences. These modern pedagogical approaches are integral to the 50 strategies

for teaching English language learners.

Strategy 41: Utilize Language Learning Apps and Software

Numerous apps and online platforms offer interactive exercises for vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation

practice.

Strategy 42: Incorporate Educational Videos and Online Resources

Visual and auditory content can greatly support comprehension and engagement, offering diverse

perspectives on topics.

Strategy 43: Employ Digital Storytelling Tools

Students can create digital stories using images, text, and audio, providing a creative outlet for language use.

Strategy 44: Differentiate Instruction Based on Proficiency Levels

Provide varied tasks, resources, and levels of support to meet the needs of students at different stages of



language acquisition.

Strategy 45: Offer Choice in Learning Activities

Allowing students to choose from a variety of tasks can increase motivation and cater to different learning

preferences.

Strategy 46: Use Visual Dictionaries and Translators Strategically

These tools can be helpful for quick lookups but should be used in conjunction with developing

independent comprehension skills.

Strategy 47: Implement Cooperative Learning Structures

Group students strategically so that more proficient speakers can support less proficient ones, fostering peer

learning.

Strategy 48: Provide Opportunities for Creative Expression

Allow students to demonstrate their understanding through various mediums, such as art, music, or drama,

alongside traditional written or oral tasks.

Strategy 49: Incorporate Real-World Tasks and Projects

Engage students in authentic tasks that require them to use English to solve problems or create something

meaningful.

Strategy 50: Foster a Growth Mindset

Encourage students to view challenges as opportunities for learning and to believe in their ability to

improve their English skills over time.

Conclusion: Mastering 50 Strategies for Teaching English



Language Learners

Mastering the art of teaching English language learners involves a dynamic and adaptable approach,
drawing upon a robust toolkit of strategies. The 50 strategies for teaching English language learners
outlined in this guide provide a comprehensive framework for educators to foster linguistic, academic, and
social-emotional growth in their students. By integrating visual aids, comprehensible input, interactive
practice, differentiated instruction, and technology, teachers can create immersive and supportive learning
environments. Remember that consistency, patience, and a genuine commitment to student success are
paramount. Continuously evaluating student progress and adapting instructional methods ensures that

English language learners are empowered to achieve their full potential.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most effective visual strategies for teaching English
Language Learners (ELLs) when implementing the '50 strategies for
teaching English language learners"?

Visual strategies like graphic organizers (e.g., KWL charts, Venn diagrams), realia (actual objects), pictures,
flashcards, and color-coding can significantly support ELLs in understanding new vocabulary, concepts, and
sentence structures. These aids provide context and make abstract information more concrete, bridging

language gaps.

How can the '50 strategies for teaching English language learners' be

adapted to cater to different proficiency levels within a single classroom?

Differentiation is key. Strategies can be modified by simplifying language, providing sentence starters,
offering visual aids, or allowing for native language support for beginners. For more advanced ELLs, you
can increase the complexity of tasks, encourage peer teaching, or introduce more abstract concepts and

independent research opportunities, drawing from the broad range of the 50 strategies.

Which of the '50 strategies for teaching English language learners' are
particularly effective for developing speaking and listening skills?

Strategies like pair-share activities, think-pair-share, role-playing, storytelling, songs, chants, and guided
discussions are excellent for developing speaking and listening. These methods provide low-stakes
opportunities for ELLs to practice conversational skills, build fluency, and improve comprehension in a

supportive environment.



How can teachers effectively incorporate technology when using the '50

strategies for teaching English language learners'?

Technology can amplify many of the 50 strategies. Educational apps, interactive whiteboards, online
translation tools, language learning platforms, multimedia presentations, and virtual collaborations can
provide engaging practice, instant feedback, and access to diverse authentic materials, making learning

more dynamic and accessible.

What are some key strategies from the '50 strategies for teaching English

language learners' that focus on building academic vocabulary?

Strategies for building academic vocabulary include explicitly teaching Tier 2 and Tier 3 words, using
word walls, providing word families and roots/affixes instruction, incorporating context clues, utilizing
graphic organizers for vocabulary development, and encouraging the use of new vocabulary in speaking

and writing activities.

How can cooperative learning be leveraged using the '50 strategies for

teaching English language learners' to support ELLs?

Cooperative learning strategies, such as group projects, jigsaw activities, and peer tutoring, are highly
beneficial. They allow ELLs to interact with peers, practice language in authentic communication, receive
support from both teachers and classmates, and build social and academic skills simultaneously. Many of the

50 strategies can be implemented within these collaborative frameworks.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to strategies for teaching English Language Learners:

1. _The Power of Speaking: Engaging ELLs in Conversational English_

This book explores practical techniques for fostering oral language development in English Language
Learners. It focuses on creating classroom environments that encourage participation and build student
confidence. Readers will discover strategies for providing comprehensible input and facilitating meaningful

interactions.

2. _Bridging the Gap: Scaffolding Reading and Writing for ELLs_

This resource offers a comprehensive approach to supporting English Language Learners in their literacy
development. It provides research-based methods for scaffolding reading comprehension and writing skills
across different content areas. The book emphasizes building foundational literacy and academic language

proficiency.

3. _Visualizing Vocabulary: Enhancing Word Acquisition for Language Learners_



This title delves into the power of visuals and multi-sensory approaches to expand English Language
Learners' vocabulary. It presents engaging activities and strategies for introducing, practicing, and retaining

new words. The book highlights how to make abstract concepts concrete for better understanding.

4. _The Culturally Responsive Classroom: Strategies for Diverse Learners_
This book examines the crucial role of culture in effective instruction for English Language Learners. It
offers practical strategies for creating inclusive and respectful learning environments that acknowledge and

value students' backgrounds. Readers will learn how to integrate cultural perspectives into curriculum and

pedagogy.

5. _Making Content Comprehensible: Sheltered Instruction for ELLs_

This foundational text provides educators with the principles and practices of Sheltered Instruction
Observation Protocol (SIOP). It outlines concrete strategies for adapting content instruction to make it
accessible for English Language Learners. The book aims to help teachers deliver academic content

effectively while simultaneously developing language skills.

6. _Differentiated Instruction for ELLs: Meeting Every Learner's Needs_
This guide offers practical techniques for differentiating instruction to meet the diverse needs of English
Language Learners. It addresses various proficiency levels and learning styles within the classroom. The

book provides customizable strategies for lesson planning, assessment, and student support.

7. _Grammar in Action: Teaching English Structure to Language Learners_
This book focuses on making grammar instruction engaging and accessible for English Language Learners.
It moves beyond rote memorization to present communicative approaches for teaching grammatical

structures. Readers will find practical activities and explanations that demystify English grammar.

8. _Assessment for ELLs: Measuring Progress and Informing Instruction_

This resource addresses the unique challenges of assessing English Language Learners. It offers a range of
authentic and formative assessment strategies that accurately measure language and academic progress. The
book guides educators in using assessment data to inform instructional decisions and support student

growth.

9. _Technology Integration for ELL Success: Tools and Strategies_

This book explores how technology can be leveraged to enhance the learning experiences of English
Language Learners. It provides practical recommendations for using digital tools and resources to support
language acquisition and academic achievement. Readers will discover innovative ways to engage ELLs

through interactive technologies.
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