
6 grade language arts worksheets

The Essential Role of 6th Grade Language Arts Worksheets in
Building Foundational Skills

Welcome to a comprehensive guide on 6th grade language arts worksheets, your ultimate resource for
navigating the critical skills your child or students will develop at this pivotal stage. As students
transition into middle school, the demands on their reading, writing, and comprehension abilities increase
significantly. 6th grade language arts worksheets are specifically designed to meet these growing challenges,
offering targeted practice in areas like grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and creative writing. This
article will delve into the multifaceted benefits of these educational tools, exploring how they support
curriculum standards and foster a deeper understanding of language. We'll uncover the diverse types of
worksheets available, from sentence diagramming to analyzing literary devices, and discuss strategies for
effective implementation in both classroom and home learning environments. Prepare to discover how the right
6th grade language arts worksheets can empower young learners and set them on a path to academic success.
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Understanding the Scope of 6th Grade Language Arts

Sixth grade marks a significant turning point in a student's academic journey. The curriculum expands,



introducing more complex texts and requiring a more sophisticated understanding of language. At this level,
students are expected to move beyond basic literacy and engage with nuanced literary analysis, argumentative
writing, and sophisticated vocabulary. They begin to explore different genres in greater depth, understanding the
author's purpose and the impact of various literary techniques. The Common Core State Standards, for
instance, emphasize critical reading, evidence-based writing, and effective communication. This increased rigor
necessitates a strong foundation, which is precisely where well-crafted 6th grade language arts worksheets
come into play. They provide structured opportunities to practice and reinforce the advanced skills being
taught, ensuring students are well-equipped for the challenges ahead.

Key Skill Areas Covered by 6th Grade Language Arts Worksheets

The breadth of 6th grade language arts is considerable, and worksheets are designed to target specific, crucial
skill sets. These skills build upon elementary foundations and prepare students for the higher-level demands of
upper middle school and high school. Effective worksheets address multiple facets of language proficiency,
ensuring a holistic approach to learning.

Reading Comprehension Strategies

At this grade level, reading comprehension moves beyond simply identifying the main idea. Students are expected
to analyze character development, understand plot structures, interpret figurative language, and make
inferences based on textual evidence. 6th grade reading comprehension worksheets often feature passages from
various genres, followed by questions that require critical thinking, such as identifying cause and effect,
sequencing events, and determining the author's tone or purpose.

Vocabulary Development and Usage

Expanding vocabulary is paramount in 6th grade. Students encounter new words in their reading, and
worksheets help them learn, understand, and correctly use these words in context. This includes understanding
root words, prefixes, and suffixes, as well as learning synonyms, antonyms, and homophones. Exercises like fill-
in-the-blanks, matching, and word unscrambling are common.

Grammar and Mechanics Mastery

Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling are the building blocks of clear communication. 6th grade
worksheets focus on more advanced grammatical concepts, such as sentence structure, verb tenses, pronoun
agreement, and the correct use of commas, apostrophes, and other punctuation marks. These worksheets ensure
students can construct grammatically sound sentences and paragraphs.

Writing Conventions and Structure

Beyond sentence-level grammar, students begin to refine their writing at the paragraph and essay level.
Worksheets can help them understand the components of a well-structured paragraph, including topic
sentences, supporting details, and concluding sentences. They also introduce the basics of essay structure,
such as introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions.

Figurative Language and Literary Devices

Understanding how authors use language creatively is a key aspect of 6th grade literature. Worksheets
introduce and reinforce concepts like similes, metaphors, personification, alliteration, and onomatopoeia.



Students learn to identify these devices in text and understand their effect on the reader's experience.

Types of 6th Grade Language Arts Worksheets and Their Benefits

The variety of 6th grade language arts worksheets available caters to the diverse learning needs of students.
Each type offers unique advantages in skill development and reinforcement, making them indispensable tools.

Grammar and Sentence Structure Worksheets

These focus on the rules governing language. Examples include identifying parts of speech, correcting sentence
fragments and run-ons, practicing subject-verb agreement, and understanding different sentence types (simple,
compound, complex). Benefits include improved clarity and precision in writing and speaking.

Vocabulary Building Worksheets

These may involve definitions, synonyms, antonyms, context clues, and word roots. Activities like word
searches, crosswords, and cloze exercises help students internalize new words. Benefits include enhanced reading
comprehension and a richer expressive vocabulary.

Reading Comprehension Passages and Questions

These present short literary or informational texts followed by questions testing understanding. They might
cover inferential thinking, identifying main ideas, cause and effect, or character analysis. Benefits include
developing critical thinking and analytical skills for interpreting texts.

Writing Prompts and Story Starters

Designed to spark creativity, these provide a starting point for narrative, descriptive, or persuasive writing.
They encourage students to practice organizing their thoughts and expressing ideas coherently. Benefits include
fostering imagination and improving written expression.

Parts of Speech and Sentence Diagramming Worksheets

These delve into the functional roles of words within sentences. Diagramming, in particular, helps students
visualize sentence structure and understand how different elements relate. Benefits include a deeper
understanding of syntax and improved sentence construction.

Figurative Language Identification Worksheets

These require students to find and explain examples of metaphors, similes, personification, etc., in given texts.
Benefits include developing an appreciation for literary artistry and improving analytical skills for interpreting
literature.



Proofreading and Editing Worksheets

These present texts with deliberate errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, requiring
students to identify and correct them. Benefits include cultivating attention to detail and improving the
accuracy of written work.

Strategies for Using 6th Grade Language Arts Worksheets
Effectively

Simply distributing 6th grade language arts worksheets is not enough; strategic implementation is key to
maximizing their learning potential. Educators and parents should consider how to best integrate these
resources into the learning process.

Contextualize the Learning

Avoid presenting worksheets as isolated drills. Connect the concepts on the worksheet to the texts students
are reading or the writing assignments they are completing. For instance, if a worksheet focuses on identifying
metaphors, discuss how metaphors are used in a current novel study.

Provide Clear Instructions and Examples

Ensure students understand what is expected of them before they begin. Go through the instructions together
and work through an example problem as a class or individually. This reduces confusion and builds confidence.

Encourage Active Engagement

Ask students to explain their answers, especially for comprehension or grammar questions. This promotes
deeper thinking and allows you to identify misconceptions. Encourage them to highlight evidence in texts to
support their answers.

Differentiate Instruction

Recognize that students learn at different paces and have varying skill levels. Some students might benefit from
simpler worksheets or more guided practice, while others can tackle more challenging material. Consider offering
a range of difficulty levels or providing support as needed.

Regular Practice, Not Overwhelm

Incorporate worksheets regularly but avoid overwhelming students. Short, focused practice sessions are
often more effective than lengthy, infrequent ones. Consistency helps to solidify learning.

Review and Feedback

Always review completed worksheets and provide constructive feedback. Highlight areas of strength and offer
specific suggestions for improvement. This feedback loop is crucial for learning and growth.



Use as a Diagnostic Tool

Pay attention to common errors or areas of difficulty across multiple students. This information can inform
future lesson planning and identify specific skills that need further instruction.

The Importance of Vocabulary Building with 6th Grade Language
Arts Worksheets

Vocabulary is the bedrock of effective communication and comprehension. 6th grade language arts worksheets
play a crucial role in expanding students' word knowledge, enabling them to understand increasingly complex
texts and express themselves with greater precision and nuance. As students encounter new words in
literature, history, and science, targeted practice helps them not only recognize these words but also
understand their meanings, connotations, and appropriate usage.

Expanding Lexical Depth

Worksheets that focus on introducing new words through context clues, definitions, synonyms, and antonyms
are invaluable. Activities that require students to use new vocabulary in their own sentences reinforce
learning and promote active recall, moving beyond simple memorization.

Understanding Word Relationships

Learning about word families, prefixes, suffixes, and root words empowers students to decode unfamiliar
words. By understanding how words are constructed, students can infer meanings and build connections
between words, fostering a more robust mental lexicon. This analytical approach to vocabulary is a hallmark
of 6th grade learning.

Improving Reading Fluency and Comprehension

A strong vocabulary directly impacts a student's ability to read fluently and comprehend text. When
students can readily understand the meaning of words, they can focus more on the meaning of sentences,
paragraphs, and the overall text. Worksheets that bridge vocabulary with reading passages help solidify this
connection.

Enhancing Written and Oral Expression

Beyond understanding, students need to be able to use new words effectively. Worksheets that prompt
students to incorporate specific vocabulary into their writing or speaking exercises are essential for
developing expressive language skills. This practical application ensures that newly acquired vocabulary
becomes a usable part of their communication toolkit.

Enhancing Reading Comprehension with Targeted Worksheets

Reading comprehension is arguably the most critical skill developed in 6th grade language arts. As texts
become more challenging, students need specific strategies to extract meaning, analyze information, and think
critically about what they read. 6th grade language arts worksheets provide the perfect vehicle for
practicing these strategies in a structured and focused manner.



Developing Inference Skills

Many worksheets are designed to help students move beyond explicit information and make logical deductions.
These exercises might present scenarios where the answer isn't directly stated, requiring students to use clues
from the text and their background knowledge to infer meaning, character motivations, or future events.

Identifying Main Ideas and Supporting Details

A core reading skill is the ability to distinguish the central message of a text from the details that support it.
Worksheets often involve reading a paragraph or passage and then identifying the main idea or selecting the
sentences that best support it. This skill is fundamental for summarizing and understanding the essence of any
text.

Analyzing Text Structure and Organization

Understanding how a text is organized – whether chronologically, by cause and effect, or problem and
solution – aids comprehension. Worksheets can guide students in identifying these organizational patterns,
helping them follow the author’s line of reasoning more effectively.

Understanding Figurative Language and Tone

Literature at the 6th grade level often employs figurative language to create imagery and convey meaning.
Worksheets that require students to identify similes, metaphors, personification, and other literary devices,
and then explain their effect, deepen their appreciation and understanding of the author's craft.

Making Text-to-Self, Text-to-Text, and Text-to-World Connections

Advanced comprehension involves connecting what is read to one's own experiences, other texts, and the wider
world. Worksheets can prompt these connections, encouraging students to reflect on how the material
relates to their lives, other stories they've read, or current events.

Developing Writing Skills Through Practice Worksheets

Writing is a complex process that requires consistent practice to refine. 6th grade language arts worksheets
offer a structured approach to developing various aspects of writing, from sentence construction to
paragraph coherence and the initial stages of essay writing. These exercises help students translate their
thoughts into clear, organized, and engaging written communication.

Sentence Combining and Expansion

Worksheets that guide students in combining short sentences or expanding simple sentences with descriptive
details and clauses help them create more sophisticated and varied sentence structures. This leads to more
dynamic and interesting writing.

Paragraph Construction

A fundamental skill at this level is building a well-structured paragraph. Worksheets often provide a topic



sentence and require students to generate supporting details, examples, or explanations, culminating in a
concluding sentence that ties everything together. This practice reinforces the concept of unity and coherence.

Using Transition Words and Phrases

Effective writing flows smoothly from one idea to the next. Worksheets that focus on introducing and using
transition words and phrases (e.g., however, therefore, in addition, consequently) help students create logical
connections between sentences and paragraphs, improving readability.

Revising and Editing Practice

Worksheets that present paragraphs or short passages with deliberate errors in grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and sentence structure require students to act as editors. This practice cultivates attention to
detail and helps them internalize the rules of effective writing.

Developing a Writer's Voice

While more advanced, some worksheets can encourage students to experiment with different tones and styles.
Prompts that ask them to describe an event from a specific character's perspective or to write a persuasive
piece about a topic help them explore their own unique voice.

Grammar and Mechanics: Mastering the Building Blocks

A solid grasp of grammar and mechanics is essential for clear and effective communication. 6th grade language
arts worksheets provide targeted practice to reinforce these fundamental rules, ensuring students can
construct grammatically sound sentences and use punctuation correctly. This mastery builds confidence in
their writing and speaking abilities.

Parts of Speech Identification

Worksheets often require students to identify nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, prepositions,
conjunctions, and interjections within sentences. Understanding the function of each part of speech is crucial
for sentence construction and analysis.

Verb Tense and Agreement

Consistency in verb tense is vital for clear narrative. Worksheets focus on practicing correct verb
conjugations, identifying and correcting shifts in tense, and ensuring verbs agree in number with their subjects
(e.g., "she runs," not "she run").

Pronoun Usage and Agreement

Correct pronoun usage, including agreement in gender and number with their antecedents, is another key area.
Worksheets help students understand and use possessive pronouns, subject pronouns, and object pronouns
accurately, as well as avoid common errors like unclear pronoun references.



Punctuation Rules

Mastering punctuation marks like commas, periods, question marks, exclamation points, apostrophes, and
quotation marks is a significant focus. Worksheets provide practice in using these marks correctly in various
sentence structures, such as in lists, introductory clauses, direct quotes, and possessives.

Sentence Structure and Types

Worksheets can guide students in understanding and constructing simple, compound, complex, and compound-
complex sentences. They also address common errors like sentence fragments and run-on sentences, encouraging
students to build well-formed, complete thoughts.

Creative Writing Prompts and Storytelling Worksheets

Beyond technical skills, 6th grade language arts encourages creativity and imagination. Creative writing
prompts and storytelling worksheets are designed to spark students' imaginations, allowing them to explore
narrative, develop characters, and craft engaging stories. These exercises foster a love for writing and build
essential storytelling skills.

Character Development Worksheets

These prompts might ask students to describe a character's physical appearance, personality traits,
motivations, and background. Worksheets can provide graphic organizers or questions to guide students in
creating well-rounded and believable characters.

Plot and Setting Exploration

Worksheets can provide a plot outline or a specific setting and ask students to develop the narrative. This
might involve brainstorming conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution, or describing the
sensory details of a particular environment to immerse the reader.

Dialogue Writing Exercises

Effective dialogue is crucial for bringing characters to life. Worksheets can focus on writing realistic
conversations, ensuring that dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and sounds natural. This
includes practicing proper punctuation for dialogue.

Theme and Message Exploration

As students mature, they begin to understand the deeper meanings within stories. Worksheets might prompt them
to consider a theme (e.g., friendship, courage) and write a story that illustrates it, or to reflect on the
message of a story they have read.

Genre-Specific Writing

Worksheets can guide students in exploring different genres, such as fantasy, mystery, or historical fiction.
Prompts tailored to the conventions of these genres encourage students to experiment with different narrative



styles and storytelling techniques.

Finding and Selecting the Best 6th Grade Language Arts Worksheets

With a plethora of resources available, choosing the most effective 6th grade language arts worksheets
requires careful consideration. The goal is to find materials that align with curriculum standards, engage
students, and effectively target specific learning objectives. A thoughtful selection process ensures that these
tools contribute meaningfully to academic growth.

Alignment with Curriculum Standards

Prioritize worksheets that explicitly address the learning objectives outlined in your curriculum, such as the
Common Core State Standards or state-specific standards. This ensures that the practice reinforces what is
being taught in the classroom.

Age and Grade Appropriateness

Ensure the complexity of the language, the themes, and the task demands are suitable for a 6th-grade reading
and cognitive level. Worksheets that are too simple may not challenge students, while those that are too
difficult can lead to frustration.

Variety of Skills Covered

Look for worksheets that offer a diverse range of practice, covering vocabulary, grammar, reading
comprehension, writing, and literary analysis. A comprehensive approach ensures well-rounded skill
development.

Clarity of Instructions and Layout

Well-designed worksheets have clear, concise instructions and an uncluttered layout. This minimizes confusion
and allows students to focus on the task at hand. Legible fonts and appropriate spacing are important for
readability.

Engaging Content

Content that is interesting and relevant to 6th graders will increase engagement. This might include passages
from popular young adult literature, intriguing historical facts, or relatable scenarios for writing prompts.

Availability of Answer Keys

For independent practice or self-assessment, having an answer key is crucial for both students and educators
to verify accuracy and identify areas needing further attention.



Reputation of the Publisher or Source

Consider worksheets from reputable educational publishers, well-known educational websites, or those
recommended by experienced educators. This can provide a baseline for quality and accuracy.

Integrating Worksheets with Other Learning Methods

Worksheets are most effective when they are not used in isolation. Integrating 6th grade language arts
worksheets with a variety of other learning methods creates a dynamic and supportive educational environment
that caters to diverse learning styles and reinforces concepts through multiple modalities.

Connecting to Literature Studies

Use worksheets to deepen understanding of novels, short stories, or poems being studied. For example, after
reading a chapter, assign a worksheet that focuses on character analysis, vocabulary from the text, or
identifying literary devices used by the author.

Supporting Writing Assignments

Grammar and sentence structure worksheets can be used as pre-writing activities to help students plan their
essays or stories. Similarly, editing and proofreading worksheets can be applied to their own drafts to help
them identify and correct errors.

Complementing Direct Instruction

After teaching a new grammar concept, a relevant worksheet can provide immediate practice and reinforcement.
This allows students to apply what they have just learned in a tangible way.

Utilizing Technology

Some digital platforms offer interactive worksheets that can provide instant feedback, making the learning
process more engaging. These can be used for practice, review, or even as a quick assessment tool.

Collaborative Learning Activities

Worksheets can be used for partner or small group work. Students can discuss answers, explain their
reasoning to each other, and learn from their peers, fostering a collaborative learning environment.

Project-Based Learning Integration

For longer projects, specific worksheets can be designed to help students gather information, organize ideas, or
develop specific components of their project, such as character profiles or setting descriptions.



Measuring Progress and Identifying Areas for Improvement

Regularly assessing student progress is vital for ensuring that 6th grade language arts worksheets are
contributing effectively to learning. By analyzing student work on these materials, educators and parents can
gain valuable insights into a student's strengths and identify areas that require further attention and
practice.

Formative Assessment Tool

Worksheets serve as excellent formative assessments, providing ongoing feedback on student understanding
without the high stakes of a summative test. By reviewing completed worksheets, teachers can gauge mastery
of specific skills and adjust instruction accordingly.

Tracking Common Errors

Pay close attention to recurring mistakes across multiple students or within an individual's work. For
example, if many students struggle with comma placement in introductory clauses, it signals a need for
targeted re-teaching on that specific grammar rule.

Monitoring Skill Development Over Time

By keeping a collection of completed worksheets, it’s possible to observe a student's progress in specific areas
over weeks or months. This longitudinal view can highlight improvements and persistent challenges.

Identifying Individual Needs

Worksheets can reveal that a particular student might need more one-on-one support or enrichment activities.
A student consistently excelling might be ready for more challenging material, while one struggling may benefit
from simpler exercises or guided practice.

Informative Feedback

The process of reviewing worksheets is an opportunity to provide specific, actionable feedback. Instead of just
marking an answer wrong, explain why it is incorrect and guide the student toward the correct understanding.
This feedback is crucial for learning.

Data for Intervention Planning

The patterns observed in worksheet performance can inform the development of intervention strategies for
students who are falling behind or require additional support in specific language arts domains.

Conclusion: Solidifying 6th Grade Language Arts Mastery

In conclusion, 6th grade language arts worksheets are indispensable tools for fostering comprehensive
language proficiency at a critical stage of academic development. They provide structured, targeted practice
that reinforces essential skills in reading comprehension, vocabulary expansion, grammar, mechanics, and



writing. By strategically selecting and integrating these worksheets with diverse teaching methods, educators
and parents can effectively support student learning, identify areas for growth, and ensure a strong
foundation for future academic success. The consistent application of these practice materials empowers 6th
graders to navigate increasingly complex texts, communicate their ideas with clarity and confidence, and
cultivate a lifelong appreciation for the power and beauty of language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most popular types of 6th-grade language arts worksheets
right now?

Currently, trending worksheets for 6th grade focus heavily on critical thinking skills. This includes identifying
themes and central ideas in texts, analyzing figurative language (like metaphors and similes), and practicing
argumentative writing techniques. Vocabulary building through context clues and understanding
prefixes/suffixes also remains very popular.

How can I find high-quality, engaging 6th-grade language arts worksheets
online?

To find quality worksheets, look for resources from reputable educational websites, teacher blogs, and
platforms like Teachers Pay Teachers. Search for specific skills like '6th grade theme worksheet' or 'figurative
language practice 6th grade'. Many sites offer free samples or previews, allowing you to assess the quality
and alignment with your curriculum before downloading.

What skills are typically covered in 6th-grade language arts worksheets
that align with Common Core standards?

Common Core aligned worksheets for 6th grade often target reading literature (RL) and reading informational
text (RI) standards. This includes understanding point of view, distinguishing literal and non-literal meaning,
citing textual evidence, determining word meanings, and understanding the structure of a text. Writing (W)
standards often focus on developing narrative, informative, and opinion pieces, while language (L) standards
emphasize grammar, usage, and vocabulary acquisition.

Are there worksheets that specifically help students with reading
comprehension of complex texts?

Yes, many trending worksheets are designed to boost reading comprehension of complex texts. These often
involve close reading exercises where students annotate passages, answer inferential questions, identify the
author's purpose, and summarize key information. Graphic organizers that help students visualize plot,
character development, or the relationship between ideas are also highly effective.

What makes a 6th-grade language arts worksheet 'engaging' in today's
educational landscape?

Engaging worksheets often incorporate real-world contexts, current events, or topics relevant to middle
schoolers. They might include interactive elements, opportunities for creative responses, or problem-solving
scenarios. Using visually appealing layouts, diverse texts (short stories, articles, poetry), and clear, concise
instructions also contributes to student engagement.



Besides core skills, what supplementary areas are covered in popular 6th-
grade language arts worksheets?

Beyond the core reading and writing skills, popular worksheets often touch on media literacy, research skills
(like identifying credible sources), and digital citizenship. There's also a growing emphasis on grammar and
punctuation practice that's integrated into sentence construction and editing tasks, rather than isolated
drills.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to 6th-grade language arts worksheets, with descriptions:

1. _Grammar Galaxy: Nebula - A Galaxy-Wide Grammar Adventure_
This engaging workbook takes students on a cosmic journey through grammar. It covers essential concepts like
parts of speech, sentence structure, and punctuation with fun, space-themed activities. The colorful design and
narrative approach make learning grammar an exciting exploration.

2. _Vocabulary Virtuoso: Level 6 - Mastering Word Power_
This book is designed to expand a 6th grader's vocabulary through engaging strategies and varied practice. It
introduces new words through context clues, root words, prefixes, and suffixes. Exercises range from matching
and fill-in-the-blanks to creative writing prompts, building confident word usage.

3. _Reading Comprehension Quest: Unlocking Stories - Grade 6_
This workbook focuses on developing critical reading skills for sixth graders. It features a diverse selection of
age-appropriate texts, from fiction to informational articles. Questions encourage deeper analysis, inference,
identifying main ideas, and understanding character development.

4. _Writing Wizardry: Sentence & Paragraph Power - 6th Grade_
This guide helps students hone their writing abilities by focusing on the building blocks of effective
communication. It provides step-by-step instruction on crafting clear sentences and cohesive paragraphs.
Through various exercises, students learn about topic sentences, supporting details, and concluding
statements.

5. _Punctuation Playground: Mastering the Art of Marks - 6th Grade_
This playful approach to punctuation makes mastering commas, periods, and other marks enjoyable. It breaks
down complex rules into manageable chunks with plenty of practice opportunities. Students will gain
confidence in using punctuation correctly to enhance their writing clarity.

6. _Spelling Strategies for Success: Grade 6_
This book offers a structured approach to improving spelling skills for sixth graders. It introduces common
spelling patterns, rules, and frequently misspelled words. Through word sorts, dictation exercises, and visual
aids, students develop robust spelling proficiency.

7. _Figurative Language Fun: Metaphors, Similes, and More - Grade 6_
This workbook dives into the vibrant world of figurative language, making it accessible and fun. Students will
learn to identify and use metaphors, similes, personification, and other literary devices. The exercises encourage
creative expression and a deeper appreciation for language.

8. _Common Core Language Arts Practice: Grade 6_
Aligned with Common Core State Standards, this comprehensive workbook covers a broad range of 6th-grade
language arts skills. It includes practice in grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing. The
varied question formats mirror those found on standardized assessments.

9. _Essay Essentials: Crafting Compelling Arguments - 6th Grade_
This book guides young writers through the process of constructing well-supported essays. It breaks down
the structure of different essay types, focusing on developing strong thesis statements and logical arguments.
Students will learn how to brainstorm ideas, organize their thoughts, and revise their work for impact.
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