a brief introduction to the old
testament coogan

Embarking on a journey through the ancient narratives of the 0ld Testament
can feel like stepping into a vast and complex historical and theological
landscape. Understanding its foundational role in Judaism and Christianity
requires a guide, and for many, that guide is Michael D. Coogan. This article
offers a comprehensive introduction to the 0ld Testament, specifically
through the lens of Coogan's influential work. We will explore Coogan's
approach to biblical studies, delve into the structure and major themes of
the 0ld Testament, examine key figures and events, and discuss the historical
and literary contexts that shape our understanding. Whether you are a student
of religion, a curious reader, or seeking to deepen your knowledge of this
foundational text, this exploration will provide a clear and informative
overview of the 0ld Testament as presented by Michael D. Coogan.
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Understanding Michael D. Coogan's Approach to
the 0ld Testament

Michael D. Coogan, a distinguished scholar in the field of biblical studies,
offers a distinguished perspective on the 0ld Testament that is both
academically rigorous and accessible. His approach often emphasizes the
historical and literary context in which these ancient texts were written and
preserved. Rather than approaching the 0ld Testament solely as a monolithic
religious text, Coogan encourages readers to understand its development as a
collection of diverse writings, reflecting various authors, traditions, and
historical periods within ancient Israel. This scholarly lens allows for a
nuanced appreciation of the text's complexities, acknowledging the human
element in its creation and transmission. Coogan's work frequently draws upon
archaeological findings and comparative ancient Near Eastern studies to
illuminate the world of the 0ld Testament, providing a richer understanding
of its cultural and religious milieu. He is known for his ability to present
complex scholarly debates in a clear and engaging manner, making the study of
the 0ld Testament less intimidating for a wider audience.

Coogan's Scholarly Background and Expertise

Michael D. Coogan’s extensive academic career has positioned him as a leading
authority on the Hebrew Bible, often referred to as the 0ld Testament by
Christian traditions. His deep engagement with ancient languages, textual
criticism, and the history of the ancient Near East informs his
interpretations. Coogan has held prominent positions at prestigious academic
institutions, contributing significantly to the discourse on biblical
archaeology and ancient Israelite religion. His published works, often
serving as foundational texts for students, are characterized by their
thorough research and insightful analysis. This background provides the
credibility and depth that underpins his comprehensive introductions to the
0ld Testament.



The Importance of Historical and Literary Context

A cornerstone of Michael D. Coogan's methodology is the insistence on
understanding the 0ld Testament within its original historical and literary
contexts. He argues that without this contextual understanding, the meaning
and significance of the texts can be easily distorted or misinterpreted. By
examining the political, social, and cultural environments of ancient Israel,
Coogan helps readers grasp the original intentions and audiences of the
biblical authors. This includes recognizing the various genres present in the
0ld Testament — law, history, prophecy, poetry — and how these genres shape
their message. This contextual approach is crucial for moving beyond a purely
devotional reading to a more critical and informed engagement with the text.

The Structure and Divisions of the 0ld
Testament

The 0ld Testament, as it is commonly known in Christian Bibles, is a
substantial collection of books with a complex structure. Michael D. Coogan’s
introductions often break down this sprawling library into understandable
divisions, highlighting the different types of literature and their intended
purposes. Understanding these divisions is key to navigating the Old
Testament effectively and appreciating the distinct contributions each part
makes to the overarching narrative and theological development. Coogan’s
organizational approach helps readers see the 0ld Testament not as a single,
uniform book, but as a library compiled over many centuries.

The Hebrew Bible's Canonical Structure

The traditional Jewish understanding of the Hebrew Bible, which forms the
basis of the 0ld Testament, organizes the books into three main divisions:
the Torah (Law), the Nevi'im (Prophets), and the Ketuvim (Writings). Coogan
often explains this tripartite structure, emphasizing its significance within
Jewish tradition. The Torah, or Pentateuch, contains the foundational laws
and narratives of Israel’s early history. The Nevi’im includes the historical
narratives of the monarchy and the prophetic books. The Ketuvim comprises a
diverse collection of poetic, wisdom, and historical literature. This
tripartite canon reflects a different ordering and emphasis compared to the
Christian Old Testament arrangement.

The Christian 0ld Testament Arrangement

The Christian 0ld Testament, while largely based on the Hebrew Bible, often
presents the books in a different order and sometimes includes additional
books (the Apocrypha/Deuterocanonical books, depending on the Christian
tradition). Coogan's discussions typically align with the common Protestant



arrangement, which broadly categorizes books into the Pentateuch (Genesis to
Deuteronomy), Historical Books, Wisdom Literature/Poetry, and Prophets (Major
and Minor). This arrangement often emphasizes a chronological or thematic
progression, guiding the reader through Israel's history and its covenantal
relationship with God. Understanding this Christian ordering is vital for
those engaging with the 0ld Testament within a Christian context, as
presented in Coogan's works.

Key Themes and Concepts in the 0ld Testament

The 0ld Testament is rich with profound themes and foundational concepts that
have shaped religious thought for millennia. Michael D. Coogan’s analyses
often highlight these recurring ideas, providing readers with a framework for
understanding the theological and ethical core of these ancient texts. From
the concept of covenant to the understanding of God’s justice and mercy,
these themes are woven throughout the narrative tapestry of Israel’s history
and faith. Exploring these central ideas is essential for grasping the
enduring message of the 0ld Testament.

The Covenant: God's Relationship with Humanity

A paramount theme in the Old Testament is the concept of covenant, which
signifies a formal agreement or treaty between God and humanity, particularly
with the people of Israel. Coogan emphasizes that these covenants are not
merely legalistic contracts but expressions of God’'s steadfast love and
commitment. Key covenants include the Abrahamic covenant, the Mosaic covenant
at Sinai, and the Davidic covenant. These agreements establish the framework
for Israel’s identity, responsibilities, and their unique relationship with
the divine. The covenant theme underscores God's faithfulness, even when His
people falter.

Monotheism and the Nature of God

The 0ld Testament is a primary source for the development of monotheism — the
belief in one God. Coogan's writings meticulously trace the evolution of this
concept within ancient Israel, demonstrating how the Israelites moved from a
polytheistic environment to a unique understanding of Yahweh as the sole,
sovereign creator God. The text explores various attributes of God, including
His holiness, justice, mercy, power, and faithfulness. Understanding the 0ld
Testament’'s portrayal of God is crucial for appreciating its theological
distinctiveness and its impact on subsequent religious traditions.



Sin, Redemption, and Divine Judgment

The narrative of the 0ld Testament is replete with instances of human sin and
its consequences, as well as God’s persistent efforts to redeem and forgive.
Coogan often highlights how the stories illustrate the human struggle with
obedience and the divine response to transgression. This includes periods of
divine judgment, which are often seen not as arbitrary punishment but as a
consequence of breaking the covenant and a means to guide the people back to
righteousness. The concept of redemption, while fully realized in the New
Testament, has its roots in the 0ld Testament’s promise of restoration and
deliverance.

Major Sections and Their Significance

Michael D. Coogan's introductions to the Old Testament often provide a clear
breakdown of its major literary sections, allowing readers to appreciate the
diverse genres and purposes of the texts. Each section contributes unique
insights into Israel's history, faith, and relationship with God.
Understanding the significance of these divisions is crucial for grasping the
overall message and development of the 0ld Testament.

The Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy

The Pentateuch, also known as the Torah or the Books of Moses, forms the
bedrock of the 0ld Testament. Coogan’s analysis of these five books
emphasizes their foundational role in establishing Israel’s identity,
covenant, and law. Genesis narrates the creation of the world, the early
history of humanity, and the origins of the Israelite people through the
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Exodus recounts the liberation of the
Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai
through Moses, and the construction of the Tabernacle. Leviticus contains
detailed laws concerning worship, purity, and the sacrificial system. Numbers
chronicles the Israelites’ journey in the wilderness after the Exodus,
including censuses and further divine instruction. Deuteronomy, meaning
"second law," revisits and reinforces the Mosaic Law in preparation for the
Israelites’ entry into the Promised Land. Together, these books lay the
groundwork for all subsequent 0ld Testament narratives and theology.

The Historical Books: Narratives of Israel's Past

Following the Pentateuch, the Historical Books present a continuous narrative
of Israel’s national life from the conquest of Canaan through the Babylonian
exile. This collection includes books such as Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings,
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles. Coogan often explains that these books are



not simply chronicles of events but theological interpretations of history,
illustrating the consequences of obedience and disobedience to the covenant.
They narrate the establishment of the monarchy, the division of the kingdom,
the prophecies of judgment and exile, and the eventual return and rebuilding.
These narratives provide crucial context for understanding the prophetic
message and the development of Israelite identity.

The Wisdom Literature and Poetry: Psalms, Proverbs,
Job, and more

This section of the 0ld Testament offers a different genre, focusing on
reflections about life, faith, and the human experience. Books like Psalms,
Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs delve into themes of worship,
ethical living, the nature of suffering, and the joys of human relationships.
Coogan’s introductions often highlight the philosophical and devotional
nature of these texts. The Psalms, a collection of Hebrew poems and songs,
express a wide range of human emotions directed towards God, from praise and
thanksgiving to lament and confession. Proverbs offers practical wisdom for
daily living, emphasizing the fear of the Lord as the beginning of wisdom.
The Book of Job grapples with the perplexing question of why righteous people
suffer. These works provide a more intimate and introspective dimension to
the 0ld Testament.

The Prophets: Voices of Divine Revelation

The prophetic books form a significant portion of the 0ld Testament,
comprising the works of individuals called by God to speak His message to the
people. These include the Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel)
and the Minor Prophets (a collection of twelve shorter books, such as Hosea,
Amos, and Jonah). Coogan typically explains that prophets served as
spokespersons for God, delivering messages of both condemnation for sin and
hope for future restoration. They challenged social injustice, religious
hypocrisy, and political infidelity, often calling the people back to
covenant faithfulness. Their messages frequently included visions of future
judgment and salvation, laying the groundwork for messianic expectations.

Key Figures and Their Roles in 0ld Testament
Narratives

The 0ld Testament is populated by a cast of significant figures whose lives
and actions profoundly shaped the trajectory of Israel's history and faith.
Michael D. Coogan’s work often focuses on these individuals, analyzing their
contributions, their strengths, and their failings within the broader divine
plan. Understanding these key personalities is essential for appreciating the
narrative flow and theological lessons embedded within the 0ld Testament.



Creation and the Patriarchs: Genesis in Focus

The early chapters of Genesis introduce foundational figures such as Adam and
Eve, Noah, and especially the patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (later
renamed Israel). Coogan’s discussions highlight their roles as the
progenitors of the Israelite nation and the recipients of God’s initial
covenant promises. Abraham, often called the "father of faith," is central to
these narratives, embodying obedience and trust in God's word, even when it
was difficult. Isaac, his son, inherits the covenant, and Jacob, through his
struggles and transformations, fathers the twelve tribes of Israel. These
patriarchal narratives establish the origins of God's chosen people and the
divine promises that will guide their future.

Moses and the Exodus: Leading the Israelites

Moses stands as arguably the most pivotal figure in the 0ld Testament.
Michael D. Coogan’s work emphasizes Moses' role as the liberator of the
Israelites from Egyptian bondage and the mediator of God's covenant at Mount
Sinai. Through Moses, God revealed the Law, which would govern Israel’s
spiritual and social life. His leadership during the forty years in the
wilderness, though marked by challenges and the people’s murmuring, showcases
his profound reliance on God. The Exodus event itself, as recounted in the
book of that name, is a transformative act of divine salvation and the
foundational event for Israel’s identity as God’s redeemed people.

Kings and Prophets: Saul, David, Solomon, Elijah,
and Isaiah

The era of the Israelite monarchy and the subsequent prophetic ministry saw
the rise of many influential figures. Coogan often examines figures like
Saul, the first king, whose reign was marked by both initial promise and
eventual failure; David, the beloved king and ancestor of Jesus, known for
his courage, his flaws, and his deep devotion to God; and Solomon, David’s
son, renowned for his wisdom and the construction of the First Temple, but
also for his later apostasy. The prophets Elijah and Isaiah played crucial
roles in calling Israel back to God, often in the face of widespread
corruption and idolatry. Elijah's dramatic confrontations with the prophets
of Baal and Isaiah's prophetic pronouncements concerning judgment and future
hope are seminal moments in the Old Testament narrative, as often highlighted
by Coogan.

The Historical and Literary Context of the 0ld
Testament

To truly understand the 0ld Testament, one must appreciate the historical



milieu and the literary conventions that shaped its creation and
transmission. Michael D. Coogan’s scholarship consistently underscores the
importance of this contextualization, drawing upon archaeological evidence
and comparative studies of ancient Near Eastern cultures to illuminate the
world from which these texts emerged.

Archaeological Discoveries and Their Impact on 0ld
Testament Studies

For decades, archaeological excavations in the ancient Near East have
provided invaluable insights that inform the study of the 0ld Testament.
Coogan often references significant archaeological finds that corroborate or
shed light on biblical accounts, such as the Tel Dan Stele, which mentions
the "House of David," or the Merneptah Stele, which contains an early
reference to "Israel." These discoveries help scholars reconstruct the
political landscapes, social customs, and religious practices of the ancient
world, offering a more grounded understanding of the biblical narratives.
While archaeology does not definitively "prove" or "disprove" every biblical
event, it often provides significant context and corroboration for many
aspects of Old Testament history and culture.

The 0ld Testament in its Ancient Near Eastern
Environment

The ancient Near East was a vibrant and complex region, with a rich tapestry
of cultures, languages, and religious traditions. Michael D. Coogan’s
approach emphasizes placing the 0ld Testament within this broader context.
The creation accounts in Genesis, for example, share similarities with
Mesopotamian creation myths, though they offer distinct theological
differences. Israel's legal codes, prophetic pronouncements, and wisdom
literature also engage with or react against the prevailing cultural norms
and religious ideas of neighboring civilizations like Egypt, Babylon, and
Canaan. Understanding these interconnections allows for a more nuanced
appreciation of the 0ld Testament's unique theological claims and its place
in ancient world history.

Interpreting the 0ld Testament: Coogan's
Methodologies

Interpreting ancient texts like the 0ld Testament requires careful and
systematic approaches. Michael D. Coogan employs various scholarly
methodologies that help readers engage with the text critically and
appreciatively. His work often guides individuals in understanding the
complexities of biblical interpretation, moving beyond simplistic readings to



a more informed comprehension.

Source Criticism and the Documentary Hypothesis

One common methodology discussed in relation to Old Testament studies, and
often touched upon by scholars like Coogan, is source criticism. This
involves analyzing texts to identify different sources or traditions that may
have been combined by editors. The Documentary Hypothesis, for instance,
proposes that the Pentateuch was compiled from multiple distinct sources
(commonly labeled J, E, D, and P). While the specifics of this hypothesis are
debated, Coogan’s approach generally acknowledges the complex editorial
process that shaped the final form of the 0ld Testament books, recognizing
the multiple voices and traditions that contributed to its formation.

Literary Analysis and Canonical Criticism

Beyond identifying sources, modern biblical scholarship, as exemplified by
Coogan, also focuses on the literary artistry of the 0ld Testament. This
includes analyzing the narrative structures, character development,
rhetorical devices, and poetic forms within the texts. Canonical criticism,
another important approach, considers how the books function within the
larger canon of Scripture, examining how later texts interpret or build upon
earlier ones. This holistic view helps readers appreciate the theological
development and the enduring message of the 0ld Testament as a unified
collection of sacred writings, despite its diverse origins.

Theological and Ethical Dimensions of the 01ld
Testament

The 0ld Testament is not merely a historical record; it is a profound
theological and ethical document that has shaped the moral and spiritual
landscape of Western civilization. Michael D. Coogan’s scholarly work
consistently highlights the deep theological currents and ethical imperatives
that run through these ancient texts, offering insights that remain relevant
today.

Justice, Righteousness, and Social Concern

A recurring theme in the 0ld Testament, often emphasized by Coogan, is the
profound concern for justice and righteousness, particularly for the
vulnerable and oppressed. The prophets, in particular, are vocal in their
condemnation of social injustice, corruption, and the exploitation of the
poor. God’s covenant with Israel mandates a society that reflects divine
character, characterized by fairness, compassion, and integrity. The Law



itself contains numerous provisions designed to protect the marginalized and
ensure equitable treatment within the community. This emphasis on social
responsibility is a significant ethical dimension of the 0ld Testament.

The Concept of Holiness and Purity

The 01d Testament extensively discusses the concept of holiness, which refers
to God’s absolute separation from sin and His unique divine nature. This
holiness is reflected in the laws governing worship, sacrifice, and the
behavior of God’s people, who are called to be holy as God is holy. Coogan’s
discussions often explore the meticulous regulations found in books like
Leviticus, which delineate what is considered clean and unclean, pure and
impure. These laws, while often viewed as ritualistic, served to set Israel
apart as God's covenant people and to instill a deep reverence for the divine
presence. Understanding these concepts is vital for grasping the 0ld
Testament's worldview and its relationship to the sacred.

The 0ld Testament's Enduring Legacy and
Influence

The impact of the 0ld Testament extends far beyond the confines of ancient

Israel, shaping the course of religious, ethical, and cultural history for

thousands of years. Michael D. Coogan’s scholarship helps us appreciate the
multifaceted legacy of this foundational collection of writings.

Foundation for Judaism and Christianity

The 0ld Testament serves as the foundational scripture for Judaism, providing
the narrative of God’s covenant with Abraham and his descendants, the Law
given at Sinai, and the prophetic messages that shaped Jewish belief and
practice for centuries. For Christianity, the 0ld Testament is seen as the
precursor to the New Testament, fulfilling prophecies and providing the
historical and theological backdrop for the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ. Coogan’s work often bridges these traditions, highlighting the
continuity and development of religious thought from the 0ld Testament to
later expressions of faith.

Cultural and Literary Impact

Beyond its religious significance, the 0ld Testament has had an immeasurable
impact on Western literature, art, law, and philosophy. Its stories,
characters, and ethical teachings have permeated global culture, influencing
everything from literary themes and artistic motifs to legal principles and
moral frameworks. Coogan’s introductions can provide a gateway for



appreciating the literary artistry and the profound cultural resonance of
these ancient texts, demonstrating their enduring power to inspire and
provoke thought across diverse societies and eras.

Conclusion: A Deeper Appreciation of the 0ld
Testament through Coogan

In summary, this comprehensive introduction to the 0ld Testament, drawing
heavily on the expertise and insights of Michael D. Coogan, has illuminated
the text’s structure, key themes, pivotal figures, and crucial historical and
literary contexts. Coogan’s scholarly approach, emphasizing the importance of
context and critical analysis, allows for a richer and more nuanced
understanding of these ancient scriptures. By exploring the covenant, the
nature of God, the intricacies of the Law, and the messages of the prophets,
readers gain a profound appreciation for the theological and ethical
foundations of Judaism and Christianity. The ongoing relevance of the 0ld
Testament, evident in its enduring legacy and cultural impact, is made
clearer through Coogan’s meticulous scholarship. Engaging with the 0ld
Testament through the lens of his work equips readers with the tools
necessary for a more informed, insightful, and meaningful exploration of this
monumental collection of sacred literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 0ld Testament according to Michael D.
Coogan?

Michael D. Coogan, a prominent biblical scholar, often describes the 0ld
Testament as the foundational collection of writings for Judaism and
Christianity, encompassing the history, laws, prophecies, and poetry of
ancient Israel. He emphasizes its development over centuries and its rich
literary and theological tapestry.

What makes Coogan's introduction to the 0Old
Testament stand out?

Coogan's introductions are known for their accessibility and scholarly rigor.
He tends to present the material in a way that is engaging for a general
audience while still grounding his explanations in historical and
archaeological evidence, often highlighting the diversity of perspectives
within the biblical text.



What historical periods does Coogan typically cover
in his 0ld Testament introductions?

Coogan usually covers key periods such as the Patriarchal Age, the Exodus and
Wilderness Wanderings, the period of the Judges, the United Monarchy (Saul,
David, Solomon), the Divided Monarchy (Israel and Judah), the Babylonian
Exile, and the post-exilic period.

How does Coogan approach the historical accuracy of
the 0ld Testament?

Coogan typically adopts a nuanced approach, acknowledging that while the 0ld
Testament contains historical narratives, it also incorporates theological
interpretations and literary shaping. He often discusses how archaeological
findings can illuminate or, at times, challenge traditional understandings of
biblical events.

What are some key themes Coogan emphasizes in his
introductions?

Key themes often highlighted by Coogan include the covenant relationship
between God and Israel, the concept of divine justice and mercy, the struggle
for faithfulness, the role of prophets, and the enduring hope for redemption.

Does Coogan discuss the literary genres found in the
Old Testament?

Yes, Coogan frequently draws attention to the various literary genres present
in the 0ld Testament, such as narrative, law codes, poetry (psalms, wisdom
literature), prophecy, and apocalyptic literature, explaining how genre
influences interpretation.

What is the significance of archaeology in Coogan's
interpretation of the 0ld Testament?

Coogan often integrates findings from archaeology to provide context for the
0ld Testament narratives. He uses archaeological evidence to shed light on
the cultural, social, and political landscapes in which these texts were
written and received.

How does Coogan relate the 0ld Testament to its
ancient Near Eastern context?

A significant aspect of Coogan's work is contextualizing the 0ld Testament
within its broader ancient Near Eastern environment. He often compares
Israelite beliefs and practices with those of neighboring cultures like
Mesopotamia and Egypt to highlight both similarities and distinct



differences.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to a brief introduction to the 0ld Testament,
inspired by the work of Michael D. Coogan:

1. The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction by Michael D. Coogan

This is the foundational text. Coogan, a renowned biblical scholar, offers a
concise and accessible overview of the 0ld Testament, exploring its
historical context, literary diversity, and theological themes. It's an ideal
starting point for understanding the collection of books that form the Hebrew
Bible.

2. The New Oxford Annotated Bible: Introduction and Notes (various editors,
including Michael D. Coogan)

While a comprehensive study Bible, the introductions and annotations within
this widely respected edition provide significant context for each book of
the 0ld Testament. They offer scholarly insights into authorship, historical
background, and literary analysis, mirroring the kind of depth Coogan
provides in his introductory works.

3. The Essential 100: Great Ideas from the Bible by Robert L. Hostetter
This book focuses on key themes and narratives within the 0ld Testament. It
breaks down complex ideas into manageable sections, making the overarching
story and theological development of the 0ld Testament more understandable
for a general audience, similar to Coogan's accessible approach.

4. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the O0ld Testament edited by James
B. Pritchard

To understand the 0ld Testament, it's crucial to grasp its cultural milieu.
This collection presents primary source documents from ancient Mesopotamia
and Egypt, offering parallels and contrasts to biblical narratives, which
helps contextualize the 0ld Testament within its historical and cultural
environment.

5. The HarperCollins Study Bible: Introduction and Notes edited by Wayne A.
Meeks (with contributions from scholars like Coogan)

Similar to the Oxford Annotated Bible, this study Bible offers extensive
introductory material and annotations for each 0ld Testament book. It aims to
provide readers with a scholarly yet accessible understanding of the
historical, cultural, and literary aspects of the biblical text.

6. A History of Ancient Israel by John H. Hayes and J. Maxwell Miller
Understanding the historical backdrop against which the 0ld Testament was
written is vital. This book details the political, social, and religious
history of ancient Israel, providing a framework for interpreting the events
and characters found in the 0ld Testament narratives. It complements Coogan's
focus on historical context.



7. The Literary Guide to the Bible edited by Robert Alter and Frank Kermode
This collection explores the 0ld Testament from a literary perspective,
examining its various genres, narrative techniques, and poetic styles. It
highlights the artistry and complexity of the biblical texts, offering a
deeper appreciation for their form and content, an aspect often touched upon
in introductory overviews.

8. Who Were the Early Israelites and What Do They Tell Us? by William G.
Dever

Archaeology plays a significant role in understanding the 0ld Testament.
Dever, an archaeologist, examines the material evidence from ancient Israel,
discussing what it reveals about the early Israelites and their society,
thereby shedding light on the historical realities behind the biblical
accounts.

9. The Story of the 0ld Testament: How We Got the Bible by Gene M. Tucker
This book delves into the process by which the 0ld Testament canon was formed
and transmitted. It explores the different traditions and historical
developments that led to the collection of books we recognize today, offering
a perspective on the formation of the text itself, which is a key element in
any introduction.
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