
a choice not an echo phyllis schlafly
The phrase "a choice not an echo Phyllis Schlafly" immediately brings to mind a pivotal
figure in American conservative politics and her enduring legacy. Phyllis Schlafly was a
formidable force, challenging prevailing feminist movements and advocating for traditional
gender roles and values. Her activism and the famous slogan associated with her campaign
against the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) resonated with millions, shaping political
discourse for decades. This article will delve into the life and influence of Phyllis Schlafly,
exploring her early activism, her central role in the anti-ERA movement, and the lasting
impact of her "a choice not an echo" philosophy. We will examine her conservative
principles, her strategic brilliance, and how her ideas continue to inform contemporary
debates on gender, family, and societal structure, ensuring a comprehensive understanding
of her significant historical contribution.

Understanding the Core of "A Choice Not An Echo
Phyllis Schlafly"

The phrase "a choice not an echo Phyllis Schlafly" encapsulates a powerful message that
defined a significant portion of her public life and advocacy. It speaks to her belief in
individual agency, particularly for women, within a framework of traditional values. Schlafly
positioned herself as a voice for women who felt unrepresented by the burgeoning feminist
movement of the mid-20th century. She argued that many women embraced their roles as
wives and mothers and did not desire the societal upheaval that she believed the feminist
agenda would bring. Her slogan emphasized the idea that women should have the freedom
to choose their life paths without being dictated to by a singular, dominant ideology. This
was a carefully crafted message designed to resonate with a broad spectrum of women,
appealing to their sense of autonomy while simultaneously reinforcing familiar social
structures.

Phyllis Schlafly's Early Life and Political
Awakening

Formative Years and Intellectual Development
Phyllis Schlafly's journey into political activism was shaped by her upbringing and
intellectual development. Born Phyllis Stewart in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1924, she was raised
in a devoutly Catholic family with strong conservative leanings. Her mother instilled in her a
sense of duty and traditional values, which would become cornerstones of her later
activism. Schlafly excelled academically, earning a scholarship to Marymount College and
later graduating from Washington University School of Law. Her early exposure to public
speaking and debate provided her with the essential skills that would later define her
formidable public persona. These formative years were crucial in shaping her worldview



and preparing her for the battles she would later undertake in the political arena.

Early Political Involvement and Influences
Before becoming a national figure, Phyllis Schlafly engaged in various political activities.
She was involved in Republican Party politics, working on campaigns and articulating
conservative viewpoints. Her early influences included thinkers who emphasized
traditionalism and a critique of expanding government power. Schlafly was particularly
drawn to the ideas of thinkers who warned against radical social change and championed
the importance of established institutions, such as the family. This early engagement honed
her understanding of political strategy and the power of persuasive communication, laying
the groundwork for her later, highly impactful campaigns.

The Pivotal Role of Phyllis Schlafly in the Anti-
ERA Movement

The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) Explained
To understand Phyllis Schlafly's impact, it's essential to grasp the context of the Equal
Rights Amendment. Proposed in the early 20th century and gaining significant momentum
in the 1970s, the ERA was a proposed amendment to the United States Constitution
designed to guarantee equal legal rights for all American citizens regardless of sex. Its
proponents argued that it would eliminate sex-based discrimination in all areas of life, from
employment and property rights to military service and legal protections. The amendment
aimed to codify equality between men and women at the federal level, providing a strong
legal bulwark against sex discrimination.

Schlafly's Opposition to the ERA and the "A Choice Not
An Echo" Slogan
Phyllis Schlafly emerged as the leading voice of opposition to the ERA. She founded the
organization STOP ERA (Stop Taking Our Privileges) in 1972. Her central argument was that
the ERA would not benefit women but would instead undermine the traditional family
structure and the protections that women already enjoyed under existing laws. She
believed that the ERA would force women into military combat, eliminate alimony and child
support protections, and erode the special status of homemakers. The slogan "a choice not
an echo" became the rallying cry for her movement. It was a brilliant piece of political
messaging that appealed to women who felt their values and lifestyles were being
dismissed or attacked by the feminist establishment. Schlafly effectively framed her
opposition not as an attack on women's rights, but as a defense of women's choices and
the sanctity of traditional family life. She argued that the feminist agenda was a monolithic
view that didn't reflect the diversity of women's desires and aspirations.



Strategies and Tactics of the Anti-ERA Campaign
Phyllis Schlafly employed a masterful blend of grassroots organizing, persuasive rhetoric,
and legal maneuvering to defeat the ERA. She traveled extensively, speaking at rallies and
conferences, engaging with local groups, and writing numerous articles and pamphlets. Her
organization, STOP ERA, was highly effective in mobilizing conservative women, many of
whom were previously apolitical. Schlafly understood the power of media and effectively
used television interviews and newspaper op-eds to disseminate her message. She also
targeted state legislatures, where the ERA needed to be ratified to become part of the
Constitution. Her supporters, often portraying themselves as ordinary housewives,
presented a compelling contrast to the more "radical" image often associated with feminist
leaders. This strategic approach proved highly effective, and by 1982, the deadline for
ratification, the ERA had failed to achieve the necessary state support, largely due to her
successful campaign.

The Conservative Philosophy Behind "A Choice
Not An Echo Phyllis Schlafly"

Emphasis on Traditional Family Values
At the heart of Phyllis Schlafly's philosophy was a deep-seated belief in the importance of
traditional family values. She viewed the nuclear family, with a husband as the primary
breadwinner and a wife as the homemaker, as the bedrock of a stable society. She argued
that the feminist movement sought to dismantle this essential unit, leading to social chaos
and the erosion of moral standards. Her advocacy for the ERA's defeat was, in her view, a
defense of the family structure that had historically provided security and identity for
women and children. This emphasis on traditional roles wasn't about limiting women, but
about preserving what she saw as the most beneficial and natural order for society.

Critique of Modern Feminism
Schlafly was a vocal and consistent critic of what she termed "radical feminism." She
believed that modern feminist ideology was divorced from the realities and desires of most
American women. She argued that feminists promoted a secular and liberal agenda that
was at odds with the religious and cultural values held by many. Her critique often focused
on what she perceived as feminism's disdain for motherhood, domesticity, and traditional
gender roles. She contended that the feminist movement created an "echo chamber" of
ideas that did not represent the broader populace, hence the need for "a choice not an
echo." She actively sought to provide an alternative narrative that validated the choices
and lives of women who did not identify with the feminist movement.

Belief in Limited Government and Individual Liberty
While often perceived primarily as a social conservative, Phyllis Schlafly also held strong



views on economic and governmental matters. She advocated for limited government
intervention in both the economy and personal lives, paradoxically aligning with some
libertarian principles. However, her concept of individual liberty was framed within a
conservative context. She believed that true liberty meant the freedom to live according to
traditional moral principles and to uphold established social institutions. She saw the ERA
as an overreach of federal power, infringing on states' rights and individual freedoms to
maintain their own social orders. Her "choice" was about the freedom to adhere to
conservative principles without government mandates that she believed would force a
different way of life upon them.

Schlafly's Lasting Impact and Legacy

Influence on Subsequent Political Movements
Phyllis Schlafly's success in defeating the ERA had a profound and lasting impact on
American politics. It demonstrated the power of organized grassroots activism and the
ability of conservative movements to mobilize effectively. Her strategies and messaging
were emulated by subsequent conservative campaigns and organizations. The anti-ERA
movement she spearheaded became a template for how to challenge progressive social
movements, often by appealing to traditional values and common sense. Her influence can
be seen in the ongoing debates about gender, family, and social policy, where similar
arguments and concerns continue to be raised. The "a choice not an echo" sentiment
continues to resonate in various cultural and political discussions.

The Ongoing Debate: "A Choice Not An Echo" Then and
Now
The debate surrounding Phyllis Schlafly's philosophy and the "a choice not an echo" slogan
is far from over. While the ERA remains unratified, the core issues she raised about gender
roles, family structures, and the nature of women's liberation continue to be relevant.
Contemporary discussions about gender identity, equality in the workplace, and the
balance between career and family often echo the arguments that Schlafly so effectively
articulated. Her legacy is complex, with supporters viewing her as a champion of traditional
values and protector of the family, while critics see her as an opponent of progress and
women's equality. The phrase "a choice not an echo Phyllis Schlafly" remains a potent
reminder of a critical juncture in American social and political history, and the enduring
debate over the choices and expressions of women's roles in society.

Critiques and Controversies Surrounding Schlafly's
Views
It is important to acknowledge the significant critiques and controversies that have
surrounded Phyllis Schlafly's views. Critics argued that her opposition to the ERA was based
on a misrepresentation of its provisions and that it ultimately served to maintain a



patriarchal status quo. They contended that by discouraging women from seeking greater
equality, she was hindering their economic and social advancement. Furthermore, her
pronouncements on issues like reproductive rights and LGBTQ+ equality have been widely
criticized by progressive and feminist groups. The "choice" she advocated for was, to many,
a choice that privileged one set of societal norms over others, effectively limiting the
options available to women who did not conform to her ideal.

Conclusion: The Enduring Resonance of "A Choice
Not An Echo Phyllis Schlafly"

Phyllis Schlafly remains a pivotal figure in modern American conservatism, indelibly linked
to the powerful slogan "a choice not an echo." Her tireless efforts were instrumental in
preventing the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment, a testament to her strategic
acumen and her ability to articulate a compelling counter-narrative to the dominant
feminist movement of her time. Schlafly championed a vision of society that emphasized
traditional family values, limited government, and the importance of individual choice
within that framework. The phrase "a choice not an echo Phyllis Schlafly" signifies her belief
that women should have the freedom to define their lives according to their own values,
rather than adhering to a singular ideological prescription. Her legacy continues to inform
ongoing debates about gender roles, family structures, and the very definition of women's
rights, solidifying her place as a significant and often controversial force in American
history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Phyllis Schlafly's primary stance regarding
the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)?
Phyllis Schlafly was a prominent opponent of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). She
argued that the ERA would undermine traditional gender roles, negatively impact women in
areas like alimony and child custody, and potentially lead to women being drafted into
military combat.

What was the 'A Choice Not an Echo' campaign and how
did it relate to Phyllis Schlafly?
'A Choice Not an Echo' was the title of a 1964 pamphlet written by Phyllis Schlafly. This
influential work articulated her conservative political philosophy and served as a rallying cry
for grassroots conservative activism, advocating for a distinct conservative choice against
what she perceived as a liberal consensus.

What were some of the key arguments Phyllis Schlafly



used to oppose the ERA?
Schlafly's arguments against the ERA included fears that it would lead to unisex bathrooms,
women being subject to the draft, the elimination of legal protections for wives and
mothers, and the erosion of family structure. She framed the ERA as a threat to traditional
American values and women's existing rights.

How did Phyllis Schlafly mobilize support against the
ERA?
Phyllis Schlafly mobilized support against the ERA through her organization, STOP (Stop
Taking Our Privileges), and by building a grassroots network of conservative women. She
utilized her writing, public speaking, and media appearances to effectively communicate
her message and rally opposition.

What is the lasting legacy of Phyllis Schlafly's 'A Choice
Not an Echo' movement?
Phyllis Schlafly's 'A Choice Not an Echo' movement is credited with galvanizing the modern
conservative movement, particularly at the grassroots level. Her success in stopping the
ERA demonstrated the power of organized conservative women and influenced subsequent
conservative political strategies and the rise of the religious right.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the themes and figures associated with Phyllis Schlafly's
activism, with descriptions:

1. The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan.
This foundational text of second-wave feminism explored the widespread dissatisfaction felt
by suburban housewives in the mid-20th century. Friedan argued that societal expectations
limited women's roles, leading to a sense of emptiness and unfulfillment. The book's
success significantly contributed to the rise of the women's liberation movement and
sparked debate about women's place in society.

2. Equal Rites by Doris Lessing.
While a work of fiction, Doris Lessing's novel explores themes of gender roles and the
societal limitations placed upon women. It tells the story of a young woman with
extraordinary magical abilities who struggles against a patriarchal system that tries to
confine her power. The book can be interpreted as a commentary on the stifled potential of
women and the societal structures that perpetuate this.

3. The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir.
This groundbreaking philosophical work examines the historical and societal construction of
womanhood, arguing that women have been defined as the "other" in relation to men. De
Beauvoir analyzes how cultural, social, and biological factors have contributed to women's
subjugation. The book remains a cornerstone of feminist theory and continues to influence
discussions on gender.



4. Who Stole the American Dream? by Peter Lourie.
This non-fiction book investigates the economic shifts and policy decisions that have led to
increased income inequality in the United States. It examines the decline of manufacturing,
the rise of globalization, and the impact of neoliberal policies on the middle class. The
book's themes often intersect with conservative critiques of economic policies that prioritize
individual liberty and market forces.

5. The Conservative Mind by Russell Kirk.
Russell Kirk's seminal work outlines the core principles and historical development of
modern conservatism. He emphasizes tradition, order, and the importance of established
institutions. The book provides a philosophical framework that often underpins conservative
viewpoints on social issues and government's role.

6. Sex and the Single Girl by Helen Gurley Brown.
This influential book from the 1960s offered advice to single women on how to live fulfilling
and independent lives, including embracing their sexuality. It represented a shift towards
female autonomy and challenged traditional notions of marriage and female desirability.
The book's focus on individual choice and personal happiness stands in contrast to some of
Schlafly's more traditional viewpoints.

7. The Rights of Man by Thomas Paine.
This classic political pamphlet argues for the inherent rights of individuals and critiques
hereditary government. Paine champions republicanism and the idea of self-governance,
emphasizing liberty and equality. His revolutionary ideas about individual rights and the
social contract resonate within broader political discourse.

8. The Feminization of Poverty by Diana Pearce.
This sociological study brought attention to the disproportionate rate at which women,
particularly single mothers and minority women, experience poverty. Pearce's research
highlighted systemic issues contributing to this trend, such as wage discrimination and lack
of affordable childcare. The book offers a data-driven perspective on economic challenges
faced by women.

9. A Woman's Nation Can Do What a Man's Nation Can Do by Robyn D. G. Gillam.
This book examines the history of women's activism and their contributions to nation-
building and social progress. It explores how women have challenged traditional gender
roles and advocated for equality across various spheres of life. The book celebrates
women's agency and their impact on societal transformation.
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