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A Comprehensive History of Western Society: AP
Euro Exam Preparation and Key Eras

Embarking on a journey through the annals of western civilization is a
cornerstone of the AP European History exam, often referred to as AP Euro.
This course, designed to mirror undergraduate study, delves deep into the
multifaceted evolution of European societies, from the late Middle Ages to
the present day. Understanding a history of western society for AP Euro
requires grasping the interconnectedness of political, social, economic, and
intellectual developments that have shaped the continent and, by extension,
the world. This comprehensive article aims to provide a structured overview,
highlighting key periods, pivotal figures, and overarching themes that are
essential for mastering the AP European History curriculum. Whether you are a
student seeking to deepen your understanding or an educator looking for a
robust resource, this exploration of western society's history will
illuminate the critical moments and enduring legacies that define Europe.
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Curriculum

The AP European History exam, or AP Euro, is a rigorous academic undertaking
that demands a thorough comprehension of the historical forces shaping
Western civilization. The curriculum is meticulously structured, typically
spanning from approximately 1450 to the present. This broad scope
necessitates an understanding of thematic elements as much as chronological
progression. Key themes consistently explored include the interaction of
Europe with the wider world, the development of dominant social and political
structures, the impact of new scientific and technological advancements, and
the evolution of cultural and intellectual traditions. Success on the AP Euro
exam hinges not only on memorizing dates and names but on analyzing cause and
effect, evaluating historical evidence, and constructing coherent arguments
about the complex tapestry of western society's history.

Course Structure and Key Themes

The AP European History course is organized into distinct historical periods,
each characterized by unique developments and challenges. These periods are
not isolated events but rather interconnected phases in the ongoing narrative
of western society. Students are expected to engage with overarching themes
such as:

Social and economic structures and their impact on daily life.

The development and evolution of political institutions and ideas.

The role of religion and its influence on societal norms and conflicts.

The impact of scientific and technological advancements.

The development and expression of artistic and intellectual movements.

The relationship between Europe and the rest of the world.

A deep understanding of these themes allows students to contextualize
specific events and analyze broader historical trends within the history of
western society.

The Late Middle Ages: Seeds of Change

While the AP Euro curriculum often begins its intensive study around 1450,
understanding the foundational shifts that occurred during the Late Middle
Ages (roughly 1300-1450) is crucial for grasping the subsequent
transformations in western society. This period witnessed significant
disruptions, including the Black Death, which drastically altered demographic
and economic landscapes. The decline of feudalism, the rise of stronger
monarchies, and growing challenges to the authority of the Catholic Church
all laid the groundwork for the dramatic changes to come. These years were
not merely a prelude but a complex period of transition that began to reshape
the very fabric of European life, setting the stage for the Renaissance and
Reformation.



The Black Death and its Aftermath

The bubonic plague, arriving in Europe in the mid-14th century, was a
cataclysmic event that resulted in the deaths of an estimated 30-60% of the
continent's population. This devastating pandemic had profound social and
economic consequences. Labor shortages led to increased wages for peasants
and a weakening of the manorial system. The psychological impact was immense,
influencing art, literature, and religious thought, and contributing to a
questioning of established authorities. The demographic shock forced a
reevaluation of societal structures, creating opportunities for social
mobility and contributing to the eventual decline of serfdom in many regions.

Emergence of Stronger Monarchies

Concurrent with the social upheaval caused by the plague, several European
monarchies began to consolidate power. Kings in England, France, and Spain
worked to centralize their administrations, develop more efficient tax
systems, and build standing armies. This gradual shift from fragmented feudal
power to more centralized royal authority was a significant development in
the political evolution of western society and would profoundly influence the
concept of the state.

The Renaissance: Rebirth and Humanism

The Renaissance, spanning roughly from the 14th to the 16th century, marked a
pivotal era in the history of western society, characterized by a renewed
interest in classical antiquity and a flourishing of arts, literature, and
philosophy. Centered initially in Italy, this period witnessed a profound
shift in intellectual and cultural outlook, often described as a "rebirth."
Humanism, the intellectual movement at its core, emphasized human potential,
reason, and secular concerns, moving away from the more strictly theological
focus of the Middle Ages. This transformative era laid crucial groundwork for
the scientific revolution and the Enlightenment.

Italian Renaissance: The Cradle of Humanism

Florence, Venice, and Rome were at the forefront of the Renaissance. Patrons
like the Medici family in Florence funded prodigious artists and scholars,
fostering an environment of creativity and intellectual inquiry. Humanist
scholars rediscovered and translated ancient Greek and Roman texts, leading
to new insights into philosophy, rhetoric, and history. Artists like Leonardo
da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael produced masterpieces that celebrated
human form and emotion, departing from the more stylized religious art of the
medieval period.

Northern Renaissance: Adaptation and Reformation

As the Renaissance spread north, it adapted to local traditions and contexts.
In Northern Europe, the focus often remained more on religious reform and
social commentary. Figures like Erasmus of Rotterdam advocated for a purer
form of Christianity through humanist scholarship, influencing later
religious movements. Northern Renaissance artists, such as Albrecht Dürer and



Jan van Eyck, brought meticulous detail and realism to their work, often with
a blend of secular and religious themes. The emphasis on vernacular languages
and the printing press disseminated these ideas more widely, contributing to
a broader cultural transformation across western society.

Key Renaissance Thinkers and Artists

The Renaissance was propelled by a constellation of brilliant minds and
creative talents. Understanding their contributions is vital for AP Euro. Key
figures include:

Niccolò Machiavelli: Author of "The Prince," offering pragmatic advice
on political power.

Baldassare Castiglione: Writer of "The Book of the Courtier," defining
Renaissance ideals of gentlemanly conduct.

Leonardo da Vinci: A polymath whose art, scientific observations, and
inventions epitomize the Renaissance spirit.

Michelangelo: Renowned for his sculptures like David and the Sistine
Chapel ceiling frescoes.

William Shakespeare: The preeminent playwright of the English
Renaissance, exploring human nature with unparalleled depth.

The Reformation and Religious Wars: A Divided
Christendom

The Reformation, beginning in the early 16th century, fundamentally fractured
the religious unity of western society. Sparked by Martin Luther's challenge
to the authority and practices of the Roman Catholic Church, it led to the
establishment of Protestant denominations and ignited a series of religious
wars that convulsed Europe for over a century. This period dramatically
reshaped political alliances, social structures, and the very concept of
religious authority, leaving an indelible mark on the history of western
society.

Martin Luther and the Ninety-Five Theses

Martin Luther, a German monk and theologian, famously posted his Ninety-Five
Theses in 1517, criticizing the sale of indulgences and other practices of
the Catholic Church. His emphasis on salvation through faith alone ("sola
fide") and the authority of Scripture ("sola scriptura") resonated with many
who felt alienated by the Church's perceived corruption and hierarchical
structure. Luther's translation of the Bible into German made its teachings
accessible to a wider audience, fostering the growth of Lutheranism.



Spread of Protestantism: Calvinism and Anabaptism

The Reformation was not confined to Lutheranism. John Calvin, in Geneva,
developed a theology emphasizing God's sovereignty and predestination,
leading to Calvinism, which gained significant influence in Switzerland,
France (Huguenots), the Netherlands, and Scotland. The Anabaptists, a more
radical wing of the Reformation, advocated for adult baptism and a separation
of church and state, often facing persecution from both Catholics and
mainstream Protestants.

The Counter-Reformation and the Council of Trent

In response to the Protestant challenge, the Catholic Church initiated the
Counter-Reformation. The Council of Trent (1545-1563) reaffirmed Catholic
doctrines, reformed abuses within the Church, and established seminaries to
train better-educated clergy. New religious orders, such as the Society of
Jesus (Jesuits), were founded to combat heresy and spread Catholicism through
education and missionary work.

Religious Wars: France, Netherlands, and the Thirty
Years' War

The religious divisions fueled brutal conflicts across Europe. The French
Wars of Religion (1562-1598) saw Huguenots and Catholics clash, culminating
in the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre. In the Netherlands, a revolt against
Spanish Catholic rule, driven by religious and economic grievances, led to
the establishment of the Dutch Republic. The most devastating of these
conflicts was the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648), which began as a religious
struggle between Catholic and Protestant states in the Holy Roman Empire but
evolved into a broader political contest involving major European powers,
ultimately redrawing the political map of central Europe and profoundly
impacting the trajectory of western society.

The Age of Absolutism and Enlightenment: Power
and Reason

Following the religious turmoil of the Reformation, western society entered
an era characterized by the rise of absolutist monarchies and the
intellectual ferment of the Enlightenment. Absolutism saw rulers consolidate
power, often claiming divine right, while the Enlightenment championed
reason, individualism, and skepticism towards traditional authority. This
period, roughly from the mid-17th to the late 18th century, set the stage for
revolutionary change.

Absolutism: The Divine Right of Kings

Absolutist monarchs sought to centralize power, weaken the nobility, and
establish efficient bureaucracies and standing armies. Louis XIV of France,
the "Sun King," epitomized this model, famously stating, "L'état, c'est moi"
(I am the state). His reign at Versailles showcased the grandeur and absolute
authority of the monarch. Other prominent absolutist rulers included Peter



the Great of Russia, who Westernized his country, and Frederick the Great of
Prussia, who implemented significant administrative and legal reforms.

The Enlightenment: Reason and Progress

The Enlightenment was an intellectual and cultural movement that emphasized
reason, individualism, and human rights. Philosophers like John Locke, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, Voltaire, and Immanuel Kant challenged established
political and social norms, advocating for concepts such as natural rights,
the social contract, separation of powers, and religious tolerance. Their
ideas spread through salons, coffeehouses, and printed works, profoundly
influencing the development of political thought and future revolutions in
western society.

Key Enlightenment Thinkers and Their Ideas

The thinkers of the Enlightenment provided the intellectual ammunition for
later political and social reforms. Their core ideas remain influential:

John Locke: Argued for natural rights (life, liberty, property) and the
right of revolution if governments fail to protect them.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Developed the concept of the social contract and
the general will, emphasizing popular sovereignty.

Voltaire: Championed freedom of speech, religious tolerance, and
criticized superstition and intolerance.

Montesquieu: Advocated for the separation of powers in government to
prevent tyranny.

Immanuel Kant: Defined the Enlightenment as "man's emergence from his
self-imposed immaturity," stressing the importance of reason and
autonomy.

These intellectual currents directly informed the political upheavals that
were to follow, fundamentally altering the course of western society.

The Age of Revolutions: France and Beyond

The late 18th century witnessed a wave of transformative revolutions that
reshaped political landscapes and social structures across western society.
The French Revolution, in particular, was a watershed moment, inspired by
Enlightenment ideals and driven by widespread social and economic discontent.
Its radical phases, its eventual descent into the Reign of Terror, and the
rise of Napoleon Bonaparte had far-reaching consequences for Europe and the
world, serving as a powerful catalyst for change.



The French Revolution (1789-1799)

Fueled by economic crisis, social inequality, and Enlightenment ideas, the
French Revolution began with the storming of the Bastille. It led to the
abolition of feudalism, the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the
Citizen, and the establishment of a republic. The revolution went through
radical phases, including the Reign of Terror, where perceived enemies of the
revolution were executed.

Napoleon Bonaparte and His Empire

Napoleon rose to prominence during the revolutionary wars, eventually
crowning himself Emperor of the French. His Napoleonic Code standardized
French law and spread French influence across much of Europe. His ambition
and military campaigns, while initially bringing order and reform, ultimately
led to widespread conflict and his eventual defeat at Waterloo in 1815. His
impact on the administration and legal systems of western society was
profound.

The Haitian Revolution and its Impact

While often studied as a separate event, the Haitian Revolution (1791-1804),
the only successful slave revolt to establish an independent nation, was
deeply intertwined with the French Revolution. It demonstrated the potential
for enslaved populations to overthrow their oppressors and challenged the
prevailing racial hierarchies of western society, sending shockwaves
throughout slave-holding societies globally.

The Industrial Revolution: Transforming Society

Beginning in Great Britain in the late 18th century and spreading across
western society throughout the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution marked
a profound shift from agrarian, handicraft economies to industrial and
machine-manufacturing ones. This transformation brought about unprecedented
economic growth, urbanization, and significant social changes, altering the
fabric of daily life for millions.

Technological Innovations and Their Impact

Key inventions like the steam engine (James Watt), the power loom (Edmund
Cartwright), and the cotton gin (Eli Whitney) revolutionized production,
particularly in textiles and manufacturing. The development of new materials
like iron and steel, along with advancements in transportation such as the
steam locomotive and steamship, facilitated trade and connectivity. These
innovations fundamentally reshaped how goods were produced and how people
lived and worked within western society.

Social and Economic Consequences

The Industrial Revolution led to the growth of factories and cities, drawing



large populations from rural areas. This rapid urbanization created new
social classes, including a growing industrial working class (proletariat)
and a wealthy industrial bourgeoisie. Working conditions in factories were
often harsh, with long hours, low wages, and dangerous environments. This
gave rise to new social problems and movements, including trade unionism and
socialism, as people sought to improve their circumstances.

The Rise of New Economic and Political Ideologies

The social and economic dislocations of industrialization spurred the
development of new ideologies. Capitalism, with its emphasis on free markets
and private ownership, flourished. In response to the perceived injustices of
capitalism, thinkers like Karl Marx developed communism and socialism,
advocating for collective ownership and the redistribution of wealth. These
ideologies profoundly shaped political debates and social movements
throughout the 19th and 20th centuries in western society.

Nationalism and the Age of Ideologies

The 19th century was deeply influenced by the rise of nationalism and a
complex interplay of competing ideologies. Nationalism, the belief in the
distinct identity and interests of one's nation, fueled unification
movements, imperial expansion, and ultimately, devastating conflicts.
Alongside nationalism, liberalism, conservatism, and socialism offered
competing visions for the future of western society, shaping political
discourse and social reform.

The Congress of Vienna and the Concert of Europe

Following the Napoleonic Wars, the Congress of Vienna (1814-1815) aimed to
restore order and balance of power in Europe. The Concert of Europe, a system
of diplomatic cooperation among the great powers, attempted to maintain peace
and suppress revolutionary movements. However, the underlying forces of
nationalism and liberalism proved difficult to contain, leading to further
unrest.

Unification of Italy and Germany

Nationalist fervor was a primary driver behind the unification of Italy
(1861) and Germany (1871). Figures like Giuseppe Garibaldi and Count Camillo
di Cavour in Italy, and Otto von Bismarck in Germany, skillfully employed
diplomacy, warfare, and popular sentiment to forge these new nation-states.
These unifications significantly altered the balance of power in Europe and
are crucial to understanding the political landscape of western society.

Imperialism and the Scramble for Africa

Driven by economic motives, national pride, and a belief in cultural
superiority, European powers engaged in a period of intense imperial
expansion in the late 19th century, particularly the "Scramble for Africa."



This quest for colonies and resources had a profound impact on both the
colonizing nations and the colonized territories, contributing to global
tensions that would later erupt into conflict.

The Era of World Wars: Global Conflict and Its
Aftermath

The early to mid-20th century was dominated by two devastating global
conflicts, World War I (1914-1918) and World War II (1939-1945), which
fundamentally reshaped western society and the international order. These
wars were the culmination of complex political, economic, and ideological
rivalries, leaving millions dead and redrawing national borders.

World War I: Causes and Consequences

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary triggered a
chain reaction of alliances, leading to a global conflict fueled by
nationalism, militarism, imperialism, and a complex web of alliances. The war
introduced new technologies of warfare, such as machine guns, poison gas, and
tanks, resulting in unprecedented casualties. The Treaty of Versailles,
intended to secure lasting peace, imposed harsh terms on Germany,
contributing to future instability.

The Interwar Period: Rise of Totalitarianism

The period between the World Wars was marked by economic instability,
political extremism, and the rise of totalitarian regimes. In Italy, Benito
Mussolini established a fascist dictatorship. In Germany, Adolf Hitler and
the Nazi Party rose to power, driven by virulent nationalism and
antisemitism. The Soviet Union, under Joseph Stalin, also became a
totalitarian state characterized by repression and industrialization.

World War II: The Holocaust and Global Impact

World War II, initiated by Germany's invasion of Poland, was the deadliest
conflict in human history. It saw the systematic genocide of approximately
six million Jews by the Nazi regime in the Holocaust, a crime against
humanity that continues to shape collective memory and ethical considerations
in western society. The war involved major powers from across the globe,
including the Allied powers (Great Britain, the United States, the Soviet
Union) and the Axis powers (Germany, Italy, Japan).

Post-War Europe: Reconstruction and Division

Following World War II, Europe was devastated, and the continent became
divided between the Western Bloc (aligned with the United States) and the
Eastern Bloc (under Soviet influence). The establishment of the United
Nations aimed to prevent future global conflicts and promote international
cooperation. The reconstruction of war-torn economies, particularly through
initiatives like the Marshall Plan, was crucial for rebuilding western



society.

The Cold War and Post-War Europe

The period following World War II was dominated by the Cold War, a
geopolitical and ideological struggle between the United States and its
allies and the Soviet Union and its allies. This era of tension, proxy
conflicts, and nuclear proliferation profoundly shaped international
relations and the internal development of nations within western society,
particularly in Europe.

The Division of Europe: Iron Curtain and NATO

Winston Churchill famously spoke of an "Iron Curtain" descending across
Europe, symbolizing the division between the democratic West and the
communist East. The formation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) in 1949 created a military alliance for Western nations, while the
Soviet Union responded with the Warsaw Pact. Germany itself was divided, with
West Germany and East Germany representing the two ideological blocs.

Key Cold War Events and Crises

Throughout the Cold War, numerous crises brought the world to the brink of
nuclear war. Events like the Berlin Blockade (1948-1949), the Korean War
(1950-1953), the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962), and the Vietnam War (1955-1975)
were significant flashpoints. The space race and the arms race were also
defining characteristics of this period.

Détente and the Fall of Communism

Periods of "détente" saw attempts to ease tensions between the superpowers.
However, the Soviet Union's economic and political stagnation, coupled with
reforms initiated by Mikhail Gorbachev (glasnost and perestroika), ultimately
led to the collapse of communist regimes across Eastern Europe, culminating
in the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the dissolution of the Soviet
Union in 1991. This marked the end of the Cold War and a significant
reshaping of the geopolitical landscape of western society.

Contemporary Western Society: Challenges and
Continuities

The post-Cold War era has presented western society with new challenges and
continuities, from economic globalization and technological advancement to
social transformations and ongoing debates about identity, security, and
political ideologies. Understanding these contemporary issues is essential
for grasping the ongoing evolution of western civilization and its place in
the world.



Globalization and European Integration

Globalization has intensified economic interdependence and cultural exchange.
The European Union (EU) has evolved into a significant political and economic
bloc, fostering cooperation and integration among its member states. However,
it also faces challenges related to national sovereignty, economic
disparities, and immigration.

Technological Advancements and Social Change

The digital revolution, the internet, and advancements in artificial
intelligence have profoundly altered how people communicate, work, and
consume information. These technologies have brought immense opportunities
but also raised concerns about privacy, misinformation, and the future of
labor.

New Political and Social Movements

Contemporary western society continues to grapple with issues of social
justice, environmental sustainability, and political polarization. Movements
advocating for civil rights, climate action, and greater equality are shaping
public discourse and policy. The rise of populism and debates about national
identity are also significant features of the current political landscape.

Conclusion: Mastering the History of Western
Society for AP Euro

Successfully navigating the AP European History exam requires a deep and
nuanced understanding of the history of western society. From the
intellectual seeds sown in the Late Middle Ages and the transformative era of
the Renaissance and Reformation, through the age of absolutism and
enlightenment, to the revolutionary upheavals, industrialization, and the
devastating world wars, each period builds upon the last. The Cold War and
the ongoing developments of contemporary western society further illustrate
the dynamic and ever-evolving nature of European history. By mastering the
key themes, understanding the causal relationships between events, and
engaging critically with historical evidence, students can build a strong
foundation for success on the AP Euro exam and develop a lasting appreciation
for the complex and compelling story of western civilization.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary impact of the printing press on
the Renaissance?

The printing press revolutionized the dissemination of knowledge, making
classical texts and new humanist ideas more accessible to a wider audience,
fueling intellectual curiosity and the spread of Renaissance humanism.



How did the Peace of Westphalia (1648) shape the
concept of the nation-state in Europe?

The Peace of Westphalia established the principle of state sovereignty,
recognizing the right of individual states to govern their own territories
without external interference, laying the groundwork for the modern nation-
state system.

What were the main economic drivers of the Industrial
Revolution in Great Britain?

Key drivers included innovations in textile machinery (e.g., the spinning
jenny, power loom), the development of the steam engine, abundant coal and
iron resources, a growing colonial empire providing raw materials and
markets, and a supportive capitalist economic system.

Explain the concept of 'total war' as it emerged in
the 20th century.

Total war is a conflict where all of a nation's resources, including its
civilian population, are mobilized for the war effort. It blurs the lines
between combatants and non-combatants, often involving widespread destruction
and propaganda.

What were the core ideologies driving the French
Revolution?

The French Revolution was fueled by Enlightenment ideals such as liberty,
equality, and fraternity, coupled with widespread social and economic
inequalities, the financial crisis of the French monarchy, and the
aspirations of the Third Estate.

How did the Cold War influence decolonization
movements in Africa and Asia?

The Cold War superpowers (US and USSR) often supported or opposed
decolonization efforts based on their geopolitical interests and ideological
struggles, providing aid and political backing to some independence movements
while suppressing others.

What role did nationalism play in the unification of
Germany and Italy in the 19th century?

Nationalism was a driving force, creating a sense of shared identity and
common purpose among people with similar languages and cultures, leading to
movements that successfully unified previously fragmented states into modern
Germany and Italy.

What were the key consequences of the Treaty of
Versailles for Germany after World War I?

The treaty imposed harsh reparations, territorial losses, demilitarization,
and the infamous 'war guilt clause,' which fostered resentment and economic



hardship in Germany, contributing to political instability and the rise of
extremist ideologies.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to a history of Western Society, suitable for
AP European History, with descriptions:

1. _A History of Western Society, Since 1300_
This comprehensive textbook provides a detailed narrative of Western
civilization from the late Middle Ages to the present day. It covers major
political, social, economic, and cultural developments across Europe and its
global interactions. The book is known for its in-depth analysis and engaging
presentation of historical events and themes, making it a foundational
resource for AP Euro students.

2. _The Pursuit of History_
This book delves into the very nature of historical inquiry, exploring how
historians interpret the past and construct narratives. It introduces
students to different historical methodologies, primary and secondary
sources, and the challenges of historical research. Understanding these
concepts is crucial for developing the analytical skills needed for AP
European History.

3. _The Western Experience, Since 1700_
Focusing on the period most relevant to the AP European History curriculum,
this text examines the evolution of Western society from the Enlightenment
onwards. It highlights key revolutions, industrialization, and the rise of
modern ideologies. The book offers a rich exploration of the forces that
shaped the modern West.

4. _Liberty: The Story of Western Civilization_
This title offers a broad overview of Western civilization with a particular
emphasis on the development of liberty and democratic ideals. It traces the
intellectual and political movements that have shaped Western thought and
institutions. The book provides a thematic approach that can help students
understand the overarching trends in European history.

5. _The French Revolution: A People's History_
A focused study on one of the most pivotal events in European history, this
book examines the French Revolution from the perspective of its participants.
It details the social, economic, and political causes, as well as the radical
transformations that occurred. Understanding this event is essential for
comprehending the subsequent trajectory of European history.

6. _The Industrial Revolution: A Very Short Introduction_
This concise introduction provides a clear and accessible overview of the
Industrial Revolution and its profound impact on Western society. It covers
technological innovations, social changes, and the economic consequences of
this transformative period. Its brevity makes it an excellent resource for
quickly grasping the key elements of this crucial era.

7. _The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction_
This book offers a concise yet insightful summary of the ideological and
geopolitical struggle between the United States and the Soviet Union
following World War II. It explores the origins, key events, and global
implications of the Cold War. Understanding this post-war period is vital for
the latter half of the AP European History curriculum.



8. _Nationalism: A Very Short Introduction_
Exploring the powerful force of nationalism, this title examines its rise and
impact on the political landscape of Europe. It discusses how national
identities were formed and how nationalism fueled conflicts and shaped state
policies. This concept is fundamental to understanding the political
motivations and conflicts throughout European history.

9. _The Enlightenment: A Very Short Introduction_
This book provides a concise introduction to the intellectual and
philosophical movement of the Enlightenment, which profoundly influenced
Western thought and society. It highlights key thinkers and their ideas
regarding reason, individual rights, and political reform. The Enlightenment
laid the groundwork for many of the revolutions and political changes studied
in AP European History.
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