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As the curtains prepare to rise on Lorraine Hansberry's seminal masterpiece, "A Raisin in the Sun,"

audiences across the globe are buzzing with anticipation. This powerful drama, a cornerstone of

American theatre, continues to resonate with its profound exploration of dreams, family, and the

relentless pursuit of opportunity against the backdrop of racial prejudice and economic hardship.

Whether you're a seasoned theatre-goer or experiencing this iconic play for the first time,

understanding the context, themes, and characters will undoubtedly enrich your anticipation and

appreciation. This comprehensive anticipation guide is designed to provide you with all the essential

insights needed to fully engage with the Younger family's journey. We'll delve into the historical

significance of "A Raisin in the Sun," unpack its enduring themes, introduce you to the unforgettable

characters, and offer tips on how to best prepare for this moving theatrical experience. Get ready to

immerse yourself in the world of a Chicago family striving for a better future.
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Understanding the Legacy of A Raisin in the Sun

Lorraine Hansberry's "A Raisin in the Sun" stands as a towering achievement in American literature

and theatre. Premiering on Broadway in 1959, it shattered conventions by featuring an all-Black cast

and tackling issues of race, class, and identity with unprecedented honesty and depth. Its success was

monumental, earning critical acclaim and making Hansberry the first African-American woman to win a

New York Drama Critics' Circle Award for Best Play. The play's enduring power lies in its universal

portrayal of family struggles, dreams deferred, and the unwavering human spirit. This anticipation

guide aims to equip you with a deeper understanding of why this play continues to captivate audiences

and spark important conversations decades later. Recognizing its historical significance is crucial to



appreciating the bravery and artistry of Hansberry's work.

Historical Context: The Post-War American Dream and its Challenges

To truly grasp the impact of "A Raisin in the Sun," it's essential to understand the socio-political

landscape of post-World War II America. This era was characterized by a pervasive belief in the

American Dream – the idea that hard work and determination could lead to upward mobility and

prosperity. However, for African Americans, this dream was often obstructed by systemic racism,

segregation, and economic disenfranchisement. The play is set in the 1950s, a period when the Civil

Rights Movement was gaining momentum, yet discriminatory housing practices, such as redlining and

restrictive covenants, were still prevalent. The Younger family's desire to move to a white suburban

neighborhood, Clybourne Park, directly confronts these realities. Their aspirations for a better life are

not just about personal ambition but are deeply intertwined with the broader struggle for racial equality

and the right to the same opportunities afforded to white Americans. Understanding this backdrop

enhances the anticipation of the obstacles the Younger family will inevitably face.

Key Themes to Anticipate in A Raisin in the Sun

"A Raisin in the Sun" is rich with themes that continue to resonate with contemporary audiences,

making it a compelling subject for anticipation. At its core, the play is about the pursuit of dreams and

the impact of their deferral. The title itself, inspired by Langston Hughes' poem "Harlem," which asks

"What happens to a dream deferred?", immediately sets this tone. The Younger family members each

harbor their own distinct dreams: Walter Lee yearns for financial independence and respect, Beneatha

seeks self-discovery and a connection to her heritage, and Lena (Mama) dreams of a comfortable

home for her family. Another critical theme is the meaning of family and the bonds that tie them

together, even amidst conflict and differing aspirations. The play also unflinchingly examines the

realities of racial prejudice and discrimination, exploring how it shapes individual lives and

opportunities. The concept of identity, particularly for Beneatha as a young Black woman navigating



her place in the world, is also a prominent thread. Finally, the play delves into the complex relationship

between money, dreams, and morality. The anticipation of how these interwoven themes will unfold is

a significant part of the theatrical experience.

Meet the Younger Family: Characters to Watch For

The heart of "A Raisin in the Sun" lies in its vividly drawn characters, the Younger family. Each

member is distinct, with unique motivations, frustrations, and hopes. As you anticipate seeing their

story unfold, understanding their individual personalities will greatly enhance your engagement with the

play. They are a family bound by love but also by the pressures of their circumstances, leading to both

support and friction. The dynamics between them are central to the drama, and anticipating their

interactions is key to appreciating the play's emotional depth. The family's shared struggle for a better

future unites them, even as their individual paths and desires sometimes clash.

Beneatha's Identity and Aspirations

Beneatha Younger is a young, intelligent, and ambitious woman grappling with her identity in a society

that often tries to define her. She is a student, aspiring to become a doctor, and is actively exploring

her African heritage, a journey that sets her apart from many of her contemporaries. Her intellectual

curiosity and her willingness to question societal norms make her a dynamic character. Anticipate

witnessing her spirited debates with her family, her exploration of different philosophies and ideologies,

and her quest to understand who she is and where she belongs. Her journey is one of self-discovery

and empowerment, reflecting the broader aspirations of African American women seeking to define

their own paths.



Walter Lee's Ambitions and Frustrations

Walter Lee Younger, the patriarch of the family, is a man driven by ambition and suffocated by his

circumstances. Working as a chauffeur, he feels trapped and unfulfilled, yearning for respect and

financial success. He dreams of investing in a liquor store, seeing it as his ticket to a better life and a

chance to escape the indignity of his current situation. Anticipate Walter Lee's passionate monologues,

his often-conflicting desires for his family and himself, and his struggle with pride and masculinity in the

face of systemic oppression. His journey is one of navigating dreams that seem just out of reach,

making his character particularly poignant.

Mama's Wisdom and Resilience

Lena Younger, affectionately known as Mama, is the moral compass and bedrock of the Younger

family. A woman of deep faith and quiet strength, her primary dream is to provide her family with a

comfortable home and a stable environment. She is practical, wise, and possesses an unwavering

belief in human decency. Anticipate Mama's loving but firm guidance, her profound spiritual strength,

and her ability to offer perspective and understanding amidst the family's turmoil. Her resilience in the

face of hardship is a defining characteristic, and her unwavering love for her family is a constant

source of hope.

Ruth's Steadfastness

Ruth Younger, Walter Lee's wife, is a pillar of strength and support for her family. She works tirelessly

to keep the household together and often finds herself caught between her husband's ambitions and

the family's practical needs. Ruth embodies a quiet determination and a deep sense of responsibility.

Anticipate her efforts to maintain harmony within the family, her unwavering loyalty to Walter Lee, and

her own personal dreams that are often put on hold for the sake of her loved ones. Her steady

presence is crucial to the family's survival and their collective hope.



Travis's Innocence and Hope

Travis Younger, Ruth and Walter Lee's young son, represents the future and the innocence of

childhood. He observes the adult world with a child's perspective, often unaware of the full weight of

his family's struggles, yet deeply affected by them. Anticipate Travis as a symbol of hope and the

continuation of the family's legacy. His simple desires and his belief in his family's ability to overcome

obstacles offer moments of light amidst the play's more intense dramatic scenes. His presence

reminds the audience of what the Younger family is ultimately fighting for.

The Significance of the Setting: Clybourne Park

The physical setting of "A Raisin in the Sun" is not merely a backdrop; it is an active participant in the

unfolding drama. The Younger family lives in a cramped, rundown apartment on the South Side of

Chicago, a space that reflects their economic limitations and their longing for something more. Their

dream of moving to a modest house in Clybourne Park, a predominantly white neighborhood,

represents more than just a change of address. It symbolizes their aspiration for a better quality of life,

for space, for safety, and for the opportunity to finally live the American Dream. The anticipation of

their move to Clybourne Park is laced with both excitement and trepidation, as they know they will face

resistance and prejudice from the existing residents. The play masterfully uses the contrast between

their current cramped living conditions and the perceived spaciousness of Clybourne Park to highlight

their desires and the societal barriers they must overcome.

The Role of Money and the Insurance Check

The substantial insurance check from Lena Younger's deceased husband is the central catalyst for the

play's action. This sum of money represents not just a financial windfall but a tangible possibility for

the Younger family to realize their deferred dreams. Anticipate how this check becomes the focal point



of their hopes, desires, and conflicts. Each family member sees the money as a means to achieve

their individual aspirations, leading to differing opinions on how it should be used. The check forces

them to confront their priorities, their values, and their understanding of what constitutes true success

and happiness. The wise and cautious use of this inheritance, or its potential misuse, is a significant

driver of the play's narrative tension.

Exploring the American Dream in A Raisin in the Sun

The American Dream is a complex and multifaceted concept, and "A Raisin in the Sun" offers a

profound exploration of its meaning and accessibility, particularly for African Americans in the mid-20th

century. For the Younger family, the dream is often synonymous with economic security,

homeownership, upward mobility, and dignity. However, the play questions whether this dream is truly

attainable for all, or if it is a privilege reserved for a select few. Anticipate how the characters grapple

with the gap between the promise of the American Dream and the reality of their lived experiences.

The play challenges the audience to consider what constitutes a dream and the sacrifices one is

willing to make to achieve it, while also questioning the societal structures that may prevent certain

individuals from ever reaching it.

Navigating Racial Discrimination and Segregation

Racial discrimination and segregation are inescapable realities that deeply impact the Younger family's

lives and aspirations. The play vividly portrays the systemic obstacles that African Americans faced in

the pursuit of housing, employment, and social equality. The prospect of moving to Clybourne Park, a

white enclave, immediately brings the specter of racial prejudice to the forefront. Anticipate the subtle

and overt forms of discrimination the family will encounter, and how these experiences test their

resolve and their belief in the inherent goodness of humanity. Hansberry does not shy away from

depicting the psychological toll of racism, making the Younger family's resilience all the more impactful.

The play serves as a powerful testament to the human spirit's ability to persevere in the face of



injustice.

Preparing for Your A Raisin in the Sun Experience

To maximize your enjoyment and understanding of "A Raisin in the Sun," a little preparation can go a

long way. Immersing yourself in the play's context and themes beforehand will undoubtedly enrich your

theatrical experience. By anticipating the emotional journey, the historical backdrop, and the

characters' individual struggles, you'll be better equipped to connect with the story on a deeper level.

Consider this anticipation guide your roadmap to a more meaningful engagement with this timeless

work of art. The more you understand the world from which these characters emerge, the more

powerfully their story will resonate with you.

Questions to Ponder Before You Go

Engaging with the play before you even step into the theatre can heighten your anticipation and

prepare you for the emotional and intellectual journey ahead. Consider these questions as you await

your performance:

What does the American Dream mean to you personally?

How do societal expectations influence individual dreams?

What are the different ways people cope with disappointment and deferred dreams?

How does family loyalty clash with individual ambition?

What are the most significant challenges faced by families today that might resonate with the

Younger family's struggles?



How does history shape the present and influence future opportunities?

What does it mean to have pride in one's identity and heritage?

Post-Show Reflections and Discussion

After the final curtain call, the true impact of "A Raisin in the Sun" often continues to unfold. The play

is designed to provoke thought and encourage dialogue. Anticipate leaving the theatre with a wealth of

emotions and insights. Discussing the play with companions or reflecting on your own can solidify its

themes and characters in your mind. Consider the characters' ultimate choices and the lessons

learned. Think about how the play's message about hope, resilience, and the enduring power of family

remains relevant today. This anticipation guide is also a tool for post-show reflection, helping you to

unpack the play's enduring significance.

Conclusion: Embracing the Anticipation for A Raisin in the Sun

As you gear up to experience "A Raisin in the Sun," this anticipation guide has hopefully provided you

with a comprehensive understanding of its profound themes, compelling characters, and historical

significance. From grappling with the deferred dreams that fuel the Younger family's journey to

confronting the pervasive realities of racial discrimination and the elusive nature of the American

Dream, the play offers a rich tapestry of human experience. By understanding the context, appreciating

the characters' individual aspirations, and preparing for the emotional weight of their struggles, your

anticipation for this iconic production will undoubtedly be rewarded. Lorraine Hansberry's masterpiece

is more than just a play; it's a timeless exploration of hope, family, and the indomitable spirit that

continues to inspire and challenge audiences. Embrace the anticipation, and prepare to be moved by

the enduring power of "A Raisin in the Sun."



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central conflict of Lorraine Hansberry's 'A Raisin in the

Sun' that anticipation guides often highlight?

The central conflict revolves around the Younger family's struggle to achieve the American Dream and

overcome racial discrimination, particularly concerning their dream of owning a home in a white

neighborhood.

Which characters are typically focused on in anticipation guides for 'A

Raisin in the Sun' and why?

Anticipation guides often focus on Lena Younger (Mama) for her maternal wisdom and faith, Walter

Lee Younger for his aspirations and frustrations, and Beneatha Younger for her burgeoning identity

and intellectual curiosity, as they represent the generational differences and hopes within the family.

What key themes are usually emphasized in anticipation guides for this

play?

Key themes commonly highlighted include the pursuit of the American Dream, the impact of racism

and segregation, the importance of family and community, assimilation versus cultural identity, and the

nature of manhood and womanhood.

How does the setting of Chicago's South Side influence the play,

according to anticipation guides?

The setting in a cramped, segregated apartment on Chicago's South Side underscores the family's

economic struggles and the social barriers they face, serving as a symbol of their confinement and the

limitations imposed by society.



What is the significance of the Clybourne Park Association and Mr.

Lindner's character in anticipatory discussions?

Mr. Lindner and the Clybourne Park Association represent the institutionalized racism and prejudice

the Youngers will encounter when attempting to move into a white neighborhood. Their offer to buy the

house back is a key obstacle to the family's dreams.

What role does the $10,000 insurance check play in the unfolding

events of the play, as often predicted in anticipation guides?

The insurance check, a windfall from Mama's deceased husband, becomes the catalyst for the family's

diverging dreams and the central point of contention, representing both opportunity and the potential

for further disappointment.

What is the expected trajectory of Walter Lee's character arc in

anticipation guides?

Anticipation guides often suggest Walter Lee will experience a journey of disillusionment and growth,

moving from a focus on material wealth to a more mature understanding of family, dignity, and the true

meaning of success.

How does Beneatha's character challenge traditional gender roles and

expectations, as often noted in anticipation guides?

Beneatha's desire for a career as a doctor, her intellectual pursuits, and her questioning of societal

norms for women challenge traditional expectations, reflecting a burgeoning feminist consciousness

and a search for self-definition.

What is the underlying message about identity and heritage that



anticipation guides might suggest the play explores?

The play often explores the tension between assimilating into mainstream American society and

preserving one's African heritage, particularly through Beneatha's exploration of African culture and her

suitors, Asagai and George Murchison.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to an anticipation guide for "A Raisin in the Sun," with short descriptions:

1. The Harlem Renaissance: A Cultural and Literary Anthology

This collection delves into the vibrant artistic and intellectual movement that significantly influenced the

cultural landscape of Black America. It showcases poetry, fiction, essays, and art from prominent

figures of the era, providing crucial context for the social and economic realities faced by African

Americans in the early to mid-20th century. Understanding this period illuminates the dreams and

aspirations of the Younger family in "A Raisin in the Sun."

2. Black Boy by Richard Wright

Richard Wright's searing autobiography chronicles his journey from impoverished childhood in the

South to finding his voice as a writer in the North. It offers a powerful and unflinching look at the racial

discrimination, violence, and systemic oppression faced by Black Americans. The struggles and

aspirations depicted resonate deeply with the challenges confronting the Younger family as they

navigate their own path to a better life.

3. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

Ellison's seminal novel explores the complex identity and alienation of an unnamed Black narrator

navigating a racist American society. The protagonist's search for belonging and self-definition mirrors

the Younger family's quest for dignity and recognition. The novel's examination of societal expectations

and the struggle to be seen will provide valuable insights into the characters' motivations.

4. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck



This epic novel follows the Joad family, migrant farmers forced off their land during the Dust Bowl, as

they travel to California in search of work and a better future. Their journey is fraught with hardship,

exploitation, and a desperate hope for prosperity. The parallels in the Joads' struggle for economic

security and their familial bonds will offer a comparative lens for understanding the Younger family's

plight.

5. A History of Chicago: The Rise of a Midwestern Metropolis

This historical account details the growth and development of Chicago, a significant destination for

African Americans migrating from the rural South during the Great Migration. It explores the

opportunities and challenges faced by newcomers, including housing discrimination and the formation

of distinct Black communities. Learning about Chicago's history provides the specific geographical and

urban setting for the play.

6. The American Dream in Literature

This academic study examines how the concept of the "American Dream" has been portrayed and

challenged across various literary works. It analyzes the promises of upward mobility, success, and

happiness, and how they are often unattainable for marginalized groups. Understanding different

literary interpretations of the American Dream is essential for grasping the central themes of aspiration

and disillusionment in "A Raisin in the Sun."

7. The Significance of the Southern Black Experience

This book explores the cultural heritage, traditions, and enduring legacies of Black people from the

American South. It delves into the social structures, spiritual beliefs, and community resilience that

shaped their lives. Familiarity with this experience helps illuminate the roots and values that the

Younger family members carry with them to Chicago.

8. Understanding Social Mobility

This non-fiction work provides an overview of the factors that contribute to or hinder individuals' and

families' movement up or down the socioeconomic ladder. It discusses economic opportunity,

education, and systemic barriers. This theoretical framework will be useful for analyzing the Younger

family's efforts to improve their social and economic standing.



9. Lorraine Hansberry: A Life

This biography offers an in-depth look at the life and work of Lorraine Hansberry, the playwright behind

"A Raisin in the Sun." It explores her upbringing, her activism, and the influences that shaped her

groundbreaking play. Understanding Hansberry's personal experiences and intellectual context is

crucial for a comprehensive appreciation of the play's enduring power and relevance.
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