
go rest high on the mountain chords
The iconic song "Go Rest High on That Mountain" by Vince Gill is a poignant ballad that has
resonated with millions. For aspiring guitarists and musicians, learning to play this beloved tune
often begins with understanding its core musical structure – the chords. This comprehensive guide
dives deep into the guitar chords for "Go Rest High on That Mountain," providing everything you
need to master this emotionally rich song. We'll explore the essential chords, common progressions,
and offer tips for accurate playing, ensuring you can confidently strum and sing along to this
timeless classic. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced player looking to refine your
rendition, understanding the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" is your key to unlocking its
beauty.
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Understanding the Key and Common Chords for "Go
Rest High on That Mountain"

Vince Gill's "Go Rest High on That Mountain" is primarily known for its straightforward yet deeply
moving chord structure, typically played in the key of G Major. This key lends itself well to acoustic
guitar, offering a warm and resonant sound that perfectly complements the song's lyrical themes of
peace and heavenly rest. The beauty of the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" lies in their
accessibility, making it a popular choice for players of varying skill levels. While the song can be
played with a few fundamental chords, understanding variations and the subtle nuances Vince Gill
employs adds significant depth to the performance.

The most frequently encountered chords in "Go Rest High on That Mountain" include G Major, C
Major, D Major, and E minor. These are some of the most common and foundational chords in guitar
playing, especially within the key of G. A G Major chord (often played as 320003 or 320033) provides
the song's home base, offering a sense of stability and resolution. The C Major chord (x32010)
introduces a bright, uplifting quality, often used in transitions. The D Major chord (xx0232) brings a
sense of anticipation and movement, leading back to the G or often to the E minor. The E minor
chord (022000) adds a touch of melancholy and introspection, perfectly reflecting the song's
contemplative nature.

Beyond these core four, you might also encounter variations or passing chords that add richness.
For instance, a D/F chord (2x0232) can be used as a passing chord between G and Em, creating a
smoother melodic line. Understanding how these fundamental "Go Rest High on That Mountain
chords" function within the song's harmonic landscape is the first step to mastering the piece. The



arrangement is designed to evoke emotion without overwhelming the listener with complex
harmonic shifts, allowing the poignant lyrics to take center stage.

The Basic Chord Progression: A Gentle Foundation

The primary chord progression in "Go Rest High on That Mountain" is remarkably consistent and
forms the backbone of the song. This simplicity is a key reason why so many musicians are drawn to
learning its "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords." The song largely follows a I-IV-V-I or variations
thereof within the key of G Major. This is a classic progression in popular music, known for its
pleasing and familiar sound. Let's break down the typical movement.

The verses of "Go Rest High on That Mountain" often revolve around a G - C - G - D progression. This
creates a gentle ebb and flow, a steady foundation upon which the narrative is built. For example, a
typical verse might start with G, move to C, return to G, and then resolve to D, preparing for the
return to G or the introduction of the E minor.

The chorus, where the emotional weight of the song is most pronounced, often incorporates the E
minor chord. A common progression for the chorus might look something like G - D - Em - C. This
sequence introduces the slightly more somber E minor, adding a layer of heartfelt emotion before
resolving back through C and eventually to G. The interplay between the major and minor chords is
what gives the song its emotional arc.

It's important to note that while this is the foundational structure for the "Go Rest High on That
Mountain chords," Vince Gill and his band often add subtle variations in live performances or studio
recordings. These variations might include passing chords, different voicings of the basic chords, or
slight rhythmic shifts. However, mastering this core progression provides a solid understanding of
how to play the song effectively.

Verse Progression Example
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Advanced Chord Variations and Embellishments

While the basic "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" are quite accessible, exploring advanced
variations can elevate your performance to a more nuanced and authentic level. Vince Gill himself is
a master of tasteful embellishments, and incorporating some of these can bring your rendition closer
to the spirit of the original recording. These variations often involve adding extensions, inversions,
or passing chords that create smoother transitions and richer harmonic textures.

One common embellishment is the use of a Gsus4 chord (320013) or a Cadd9 chord (x32030). A
Gsus4 can be used as a momentary substitute for G, adding a suspended, unresolved quality that
creates a gentle pull back to the G Major. Similarly, a Cadd9 offers a slightly brighter and more
modern feel than a standard C Major, often used in intros or transitions. These small additions can
make a significant difference in the overall sound and feel of the "Go Rest High on That Mountain
chords."

Another effective technique is the use of a D/F chord (2x0232). This chord is essentially a D Major
with the F note played in the bass. When transitioning from a G Major chord to an E minor chord,
inserting a D/F creates a beautiful descending bass line (G-F-E), which is a very common and
pleasing melodic movement in music. This smooth bass movement can greatly enhance the
emotional impact of the song and is a key element in many sophisticated arrangements of the "Go
Rest High on That Mountain chords."

Furthermore, consider variations in how you play the basic chords. For instance, in the key of G, you
might experiment with different voicings of the G Major chord, such as the open G (320003) versus a
barre chord version. Similarly, for the C Major, using a barred C (x32010) or an open C (x32010)
offers distinct tonal qualities. Learning to switch smoothly between these variations is part of
mastering the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" and allows for a more dynamic performance.

Common Chord Embellishments

Gsus4 (320013)

Cadd9 (x32030)

D/F (2x0232)



Strumming Patterns and Rhythm for "Go Rest High on
That Mountain"

The rhythmic feel of "Go Rest High on That Mountain" is as crucial as its "Go Rest High on That
Mountain chords" in conveying its heartfelt message. The song is typically played with a gentle,
flowing strumming pattern that supports the emotional weight of the lyrics without overpowering
them. The tempo is generally moderate, allowing for a contemplative and reflective mood.

A common and effective strumming pattern for this song is a simple down-down-up-up-down-up
pattern. This pattern provides a steady pulse that feels natural and unobtrusive. The emphasis is
often on the downbeats, with the upstrokes serving to maintain momentum and keep the rhythm
flowing. When playing the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords," practicing this pattern slowly
and deliberately will help build accuracy and consistency.

Another approach is a more arpeggiated strumming style, where individual strings are plucked in a
broken chord fashion. This can create a softer, more intimate sound, particularly suitable for the
verses or quieter sections of the song. For instance, you might play a bass note followed by a few
higher strings, then move to the next chord. This technique requires more finger dexterity but can
add a beautiful layer of complexity and emotion.

When transitioning between the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords," ensure your strumming or
picking remains consistent. It's easy to lose the rhythm during chord changes, so practicing these
transitions with a metronome is highly recommended. Think about the feel of the song – it's a ballad,
meant to be sung with feeling. Your strumming should serve that purpose, creating a supportive and
evocative soundscape.

Experiment with dynamic variations in your strumming. You might play softer during the verses and
build intensity slightly for the chorus. This dynamic contrast will make the song more engaging and
expressive. The goal is to serve the song and its emotional narrative through your rhythmic
interpretation of the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords."

Fingerpicking Techniques for a Softer Touch

For those who prefer a more delicate and intricate approach, fingerpicking offers a beautiful
alternative to strumming for "Go Rest High on That Mountain." This technique involves using the
fingers of the picking hand to pluck individual strings, creating a richer, more nuanced sound that
can be particularly fitting for the song's contemplative and emotional nature. The "Go Rest High on
That Mountain chords" lend themselves exceptionally well to arpeggiated fingerpicking patterns.

A common fingerpicking pattern involves using the thumb to play the bass notes of the chords, while
the index, middle, and ring fingers pluck the higher strings. For instance, when playing a G Major
chord, your thumb might pluck the low E string (or the D string depending on the voicing), while
your other fingers pluck the G, B, and high E strings. The specific pattern can vary, but a simple P-I-
M-A (Thumb-Index-Middle-Ring) pattern or variations thereof are effective.



When applying fingerpicking to the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords," focus on creating a
smooth, connected sound. The goal is to make the notes flow seamlessly from one chord to the next.
This often involves consciously transitioning your fretting hand while maintaining a steady rhythm
with your picking hand.

Consider alternating bass notes to add further interest. Instead of always playing the root note of the
chord as the bass, you might alternate between the root and another note within the chord, such as
the fifth. This creates a more melodic bass line that complements the melody and the overall
harmony of the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords."

For sections like the chorus where the E minor chord appears, a slightly more somber fingerpicking
pattern can be employed. Perhaps slowing down the pace slightly or using a pattern that emphasizes
the lower, more resonant notes of the E minor chord. This subtle shift in technique can enhance the
emotional delivery of the song. Mastering fingerpicking for these "Go Rest High on That Mountain
chords" requires patience and practice, but the resulting sound can be incredibly rewarding.

Tips for Learning and Practicing "Go Rest High on That
Mountain" Chords

Learning to play "Go Rest High on That Mountain" and its core "Go Rest High on That Mountain
chords" is a rewarding endeavor. To make the process as smooth and effective as possible, consider
these practical tips. Consistency in practice, attention to detail, and a patient approach are key to
mastering this beloved song.

Start by familiarizing yourself with the basic chords. Ensure you can form G, C, D, and E minor
cleanly and without buzzing. Practice transitioning between these chords slowly. Focus on smooth
movements of your fingers, minimizing unnecessary motion. It’s better to play slowly and accurately
than to rush and make mistakes.

Use a metronome religiously. This is arguably the most crucial tool for developing good timing and
rhythm. Begin at a slow tempo, perhaps 60-80 bpm, and focus on playing the "Go Rest High on That
Mountain chords" in time with the click. Gradually increase the tempo as you become more
comfortable.

Break the song down into sections. Master the verse progression first, then the chorus, and any
other distinct parts. Don't try to learn the entire song at once. Once you can play each section
accurately, start linking them together.

Practice Strategies

Chord clarity: Ensure each chord rings out clearly.

Smooth transitions: Practice changing between chords without pausing the rhythm.



Metronome use: Maintain a steady tempo with a metronome.

Sectional learning: Master verses, choruses, and bridges individually.

Listen and emulate: Pay close attention to Vince Gill's original recording.

Listen to Vince Gill's original recording of "Go Rest High on That Mountain" multiple times. Pay
attention not only to the chords but also to his vocal phrasing, the nuances in his guitar playing, and
the overall emotional feel of the song. Trying to emulate these aspects will significantly enhance
your understanding of the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" and how they are intended to be
played.

Don't be afraid to experiment with different strumming patterns or fingerpicking styles once you
have the basic chords down. The beauty of music is its adaptability. However, always come back to
the foundational "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" to ensure you are playing the song
correctly.

Frequently Asked Questions about "Go Rest High on
That Mountain" Chords

Many guitarists learning "Go Rest High on That Mountain" have common questions regarding its "Go
Rest High on That Mountain chords" and how to best play them. Addressing these common queries
can help clarify the learning process and ensure accuracy.

What is the primary key of "Go Rest High on That Mountain"?
The song is predominantly played in the key of G Major. This key offers a bright and accessible
sound, making it ideal for acoustic guitar arrangements.

Are there any difficult chords in "Go Rest High on That
Mountain"?
The core "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" (G, C, D, Em) are generally considered beginner-
friendly. However, learning smooth transitions between them and any potential embellishments like
D/F requires practice.

Can I play "Go Rest High on That Mountain" with a capo?
Yes, a capo can be used to change the key of the song, which might be beneficial for vocalists who
find the original key challenging. For example, placing a capo on the second fret and playing the
same chords as if in the key of F would transpose the song to G Major. The underlying "Go Rest High



on That Mountain chords" remain the same shapes, but the actual notes produced will be different.

What strumming pattern is most common for this song?
A gentle down-down-up-up-down-up pattern is very common. Many players also opt for fingerpicking
to achieve a softer, more intimate sound that suits the song's emotional depth. The key is to keep the
rhythm flowing smoothly with the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords."

Where can I find accurate chord charts for "Go Rest High on
That Mountain"?
Reputable online guitar tab websites, music theory resources, and instructional videos often provide
accurate chord charts. It's advisable to cross-reference a few sources to ensure you're learning the
most common and faithful rendition of the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords."

Conclusion

Mastering the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" unlocks the ability to play one of the most
cherished and emotionally resonant songs in country music. We've explored the fundamental chords
in the key of G Major, including G, C, D, and E minor, and discussed common progressions that form
the song's structure. Furthermore, we delved into advanced embellishments like Gsus4, Cadd9, and
D/F that can add sophistication to your playing, alongside essential strumming patterns and
fingerpicking techniques for conveying the song's tender spirit. By focusing on clear chord
execution, consistent rhythm, and attentive listening, any guitarist can learn to perform this timeless
tribute. The journey of learning the "Go Rest High on That Mountain chords" is not just about
memorizing notes; it's about connecting with the powerful message of peace and remembrance that
the song so beautifully conveys.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords needed to play 'Go Rest High on
That Mountain'?
The primary chords used in 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' are G, C, and D. You'll also commonly
find Em and sometimes Am or D7 for variations.

Is there a specific strumming pattern for 'Go Rest High on
That Mountain'?
A common and effective strumming pattern is a simple down-down-up-up-down-up. However, many
people adapt it to a more folk-like feel with a steady downstroke on each beat or a slightly more
intricate pattern.



Can I play 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' with just a guitar?
Absolutely! The song is very popular for acoustic guitar. The G, C, and D chords are standard and
easy to play.

What key is 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' typically played
in?
The song is most commonly played in the key of G Major.

Are there any challenging chord transitions in 'Go Rest High
on That Mountain'?
For beginners, the transition from C to G or G to D can sometimes be a little tricky at first, but with
practice, they become smooth. The Em to C transition is also common.

Where can I find reliable chord charts for 'Go Rest High on
That Mountain'?
Reputable guitar tab websites like Ultimate Guitar, Chordify, and GuitarTabs.cc are excellent
sources for accurate chord charts.

Does the song change keys or have complex chord
progressions?
Generally, 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' maintains a relatively simple and consistent chord
progression, making it accessible for many musicians.

Are there capo versions available for 'Go Rest High on That
Mountain' chords?
Yes, many players use a capo to adjust the key for their vocal range. Common capo positions are on
the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th fret, and chord charts will often provide these variations.

What makes the chords in 'Go Rest High on That Mountain' so
resonant and moving?
The use of simple, diatonic chords in the key of G, combined with the song's powerful lyrics and
Vince Gill's emotional delivery, creates a deeply moving and resonant sound.

Are there any simplified versions of the chords for absolute
beginners?
Yes, for absolute beginners, focusing solely on G, C, and D is a great starting point. You can play
through most of the song with just those three chords.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to "Go Rest High on the Mountain" chords, with descriptions:

1. _Melody and Mountains: Chord Progressions of the American South_
This book delves into the foundational chord structures that define traditional folk and bluegrass
music, with a particular focus on how these progressions evoke the vastness and tranquility of
mountainous landscapes. It explores how simple, yet powerful, chord changes can carry deep
emotional weight and connect listeners to nature. Readers will find analyses of common harmonic
patterns and their origins in rural American song traditions.

2. _Hymns in Harmony: A Guide to Sacred Chord Voicings_
Focusing on the spiritual and devotional aspects of music, this guide explores the harmonic language
used in hymns, including those with themes of rest and transcendence. It provides detailed
explanations of common chord progressions found in sacred music, highlighting how they create a
sense of peace and reverence. The book aims to equip musicians and enthusiasts with the knowledge
to understand and perform these uplifting pieces with richer harmony.

3. _The Acoustic Guitar's Soul: Fingerstyle and Chordistry_
This title explores the intimate relationship between the acoustic guitar and the creation of
evocative music. It dissects various fingerstyle techniques and chord voicings that lend themselves
to expressing feelings of peace, longing, and reflection, mirroring the sentiments of "Go Rest High
on the Mountain." The book offers practical advice for guitarists seeking to develop a deeper
connection with their instrument and the music they play.

4. _Echoes of Appalachia: Folk Music and Its Chords_
Immerse yourself in the rich tapestry of Appalachian folk music, examining the characteristic chord
progressions that form its backbone. This book investigates how these harmonic patterns are
intrinsically linked to the storytelling and emotional resonance of the region's songs. It provides
insights into the cultural context of these musical traditions and how they continue to inspire
contemporary artists.

5. _The Art of the Ballad: Narrative Chord Structures_
This work focuses on the structural elements of ballads, with a special emphasis on the chord
progressions that drive their narratives and emotional arcs. It examines how specific harmonic
sequences can build tension, create moments of quiet contemplation, and ultimately provide a sense
of resolution, akin to finding rest. The book serves as a comprehensive study for songwriters and
musicians interested in crafting impactful storytelling through music.

6. _From the Ridge to the River: Chordal Journeys_
Explore the musical landscape as a metaphor for life's journey, with this book examining chord
progressions that evoke a sense of movement, contemplation, and arrival. It analyzes how different
harmonic movements can represent stages of travel, reflection, and finding peace in the natural
world. This title is for those who appreciate music that paints vivid sonic pictures.

7. _Sacred Sounds: The Chordal Foundation of Gospel Music_
Dive into the powerful and uplifting chord structures that define gospel music, a genre deeply rooted
in themes of faith, hope, and eternal rest. This book unpacks the harmonic language that contributes
to the genre's emotional impact and spiritual resonance. It offers a look at how these progressions
are used to convey messages of comfort and salvation, much like the sentiment in traditional hymns.



8. _The Wisdom of the Strings: Chordal Lessons from Masters_
Learn from the masters of acoustic and folk guitar by dissecting their signature chord voicings and
progressions. This book offers a collection of insightful analyses of how legendary musicians utilized
simple yet effective chord structures to create enduring melodies and convey profound emotions. It's
an invaluable resource for guitarists seeking to elevate their understanding and application of
chordal harmony.

9. _Whispers of the Valley: Simple Chords, Profound Feelings_
This book celebrates the beauty found in simplicity, focusing on how basic, accessible chord
progressions can evoke deep emotional responses. It explores the power of straightforward
harmonic sequences to create feelings of peace, longing, and contentment, drawing parallels to the
tranquil imagery often associated with mountainous settings. The guide is perfect for beginners and
experienced musicians alike who appreciate the elegance of unadorned musical expression.
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