
going on a bear hunt preschool activities

Embarking on a Roaring Good Time: Engaging
Preschool Activities for a Bear Hunt Adventure

Get ready for an unforgettable journey into the wild with our comprehensive guide to "going on a bear
hunt preschool activities"! This article is packed with creative, educational, and downright fun ideas
designed to captivate young learners and bring the beloved story to life. From sensory bins that
mimic muddy rivers to imaginative obstacle courses simulating traversing tall grass, we'll explore a
diverse range of activities that foster gross and fine motor skills, language development, and a deep
appreciation for nature. Discover how to transform your classroom or home into a bear habitat,
engage children in storytelling through dramatic play, and encourage scientific exploration with
simple, hands-on experiments. Whether you're a seasoned preschool educator or a parent looking for
engaging ways to connect with your little ones, this guide provides a treasure trove of inspiration for
your next "We're Going on a Bear Hunt" adventure. Prepare for a thrilling expedition where learning is
disguised as play, and every step of the way is an opportunity for discovery and joy, all centered
around the magical theme of going on a bear hunt.
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Why a Bear Hunt Theme is Perfect for Preschoolers

The classic children's book, "We're Going on a Bear Hunt" by Michael Rosen, provides an ideal
framework for a plethora of preschool activities. Its repetitive phrases, engaging storyline, and vivid
imagery make it incredibly accessible and enjoyable for young children. The book's narrative
encourages participation through actions and sound effects, naturally drawing preschoolers into the
adventure. This theme taps into a child's natural curiosity and love for imaginative play, allowing
them to explore different textures, environments, and movements in a safe and stimulating way.
Furthermore, the journey presented in the book – through grass, a river, mud, a forest, a snowstorm,
and a cave – offers a fantastic opportunity to introduce concepts of different habitats, weather, and
animal life, making it a rich educational experience. The act of "going on a bear hunt" also fosters a
sense of purpose and accomplishment as children overcome the challenges presented in the story.

Creative Craft Activities for Your Bear Hunt

Crafting is a fundamental part of preschool learning, and the bear hunt theme offers endless creative
possibilities. These activities not only reinforce the story's elements but also help develop fine motor
skills, hand-eye coordination, and color recognition. When engaging in these crafts, provide a variety
of materials to allow for individual expression and exploration.

Creating Bear Cave Dens
Help children construct their own bear caves using large cardboard boxes, blankets, or even large
sheets draped over furniture. Provide brown and gray paint or large paper to cover the boxes,
allowing children to decorate them with twigs, leaves, or cotton balls to simulate snow. This activity
encourages collaborative play and provides a cozy space for subsequent storytelling or quiet time.

Making Bear Paw Prints
This simple yet effective craft helps children understand the concept of animal tracks. Provide brown
or black paint and paper. Children can dip their hands or feet into the paint and make paw prints, or
use potato stamps carved into paw shapes. Discuss how bear paw prints differ from other animal
tracks they might encounter during their pretend hunt.

Crafting Obstacles from the Story
Recreate the elements from the book through various crafts. Children can make "swishy grass" by
cutting green streamers or strips of paper and gluing them onto a background. For the "muddy ooze,"
they can mix brown paint with shaving cream or cornstarch and glue for a tactile experience. The
"snowstorm" can be depicted using cotton balls or white glitter glued onto dark paper. These tactile
and visual representations make the story more tangible.



Fuzzy Bear Crafts
Encourage children to create their own friendly bears. This can involve gluing brown pom-poms onto a
bear-shaped cutout, painting a bear face on a paper plate, or using brown construction paper to
create bear bodies and limbs. Adding googly eyes and yarn for the mouth enhances their creativity.
These bear crafts can then be incorporated into a classroom "bear den."

Sensory Play Ideas for the Bear Hunt

Sensory play is crucial for preschool development, allowing children to explore the world through
touch, sight, sound, and smell. The bear hunt theme provides a rich canvas for creating engaging
sensory experiences that mimic the environments described in the book.

The Muddy Ooze Sensory Bin
Fill a large bin with cooked spaghetti dyed brown, or a mixture of cornmeal and oil. Add scoops, cups,
and small toy bears for children to "squelch" through the mud. This provides a satisfying tactile
experience that directly relates to the "muddy ooze, squelchy, squelchy" part of the story.

The River Sensory Experience
Use a water table or a large bin filled with water. Add blue food coloring to make it look like a river.
Include small boats, plastic ducks, and toy bears. Children can use their hands or cups to "splash
through the river, splash, splash, splash." Adding smooth stones or blue glass beads can further
enhance the riverbed texture.

The Tall Grass Obstacle
Set up a sensory area with green streamers, long strips of green felt, or even a large mat covered in
green shredded paper. Children can "swish, swish, swish" through the grass, feeling the textures and
moving their bodies as they navigate the space. This activity directly mirrors the "swishy swashy
grass" from the book.

The Snowstorm Sensory Bin
For a "snowy" experience, use white rice, cotton balls, or shredded paper in a bin. Add small plastic
penguins or polar bears along with the toy bears to introduce other animals that might live in snowy
environments. Children can enjoy the soft, powdery feel of the "snow" and practice scooping and
pouring.



Movement and Gross Motor Skills for the Bear Hunt

Physical activity is vital for preschoolers, and a bear hunt theme naturally lends itself to incorporating
gross motor skills. These activities help children develop coordination, balance, and spatial awareness
while also being incredibly fun and engaging.

The Obstacle Course Challenge
Create an indoor or outdoor obstacle course that mimics the challenges in "We're Going on a Bear
Hunt." Include stations like crawling through a tunnel (the cave), stepping over cushions (tall grass),
balancing on a beam (a log), and jumping into a hoop (the river). Make sure to incorporate the sound
effects as they navigate each stage.

"Splash Through the River" Movement Game
Designate an area as the "river." Play music and have children "splash" through the water by
jumping, kicking their legs, and moving their arms. Stop the music, and they must freeze. You can
also have them move forward by taking big "splashing" steps.

"Swishy Swashy" Grass Movement
Use pool noodles or long sticks and have children hold them and sway them from side to side, making
"swishy swashy" sounds as they move. Alternatively, have them march through a designated area,
moving their arms and legs vigorously to simulate pushing through tall grass.

"Stumble Trip" Mud Crawl
Lay down brown blankets or mats and have children crawl through the "muddy ooze." Encourage
them to get a little messy (if appropriate for the setting) and make "stumble trip" sounds. This can be
a fun way to incorporate crawling and body control.

Navigating the Forest
Use chairs, tables, or large blocks to create a "forest" that children must navigate around or through.
They can practice weaving, ducking, and stepping over obstacles, all while calling out "step by step."

Storytelling and Dramatic Play for the Bear Hunt

Dramatic play is a cornerstone of early childhood education, allowing children to explore social roles,
express emotions, and develop their imagination. The bear hunt narrative provides a perfect scenario
for immersive dramatic play.



Acting Out the Story
Gather props such as scarves for grass, blue fabric for a river, brown blankets for mud, and branches
or brown paper for trees. Assign roles to children – some can be the hunters, while others can be the
sounds of the environments or even the bear. Encourage them to use the repetitive phrases from the
book as they act out each scene. This is a fantastic way to enhance their comprehension and oral
language skills.

Creating a Bear Den and Habitat
Set up a designated "bear den" using a large box or a corner of the room. Provide soft blankets,
pillows, and stuffed bears. Children can take turns pretending to be the bear, resting in its den, or
they can be the brave hunters approaching the den. This fosters imaginative exploration and
understanding of animal habitats.

Sound Effects and Vocal Exploration
The book is full of onomatopoeia and engaging sounds. Dedicate time to practicing these sounds with
the children: the "swishy swashy," "splash splash," "stumble trip," "crunch crunch," "whoosh whoosh,"
and the "grrrr" of the bear. Encourage children to exaggerate these sounds and use their voices to
convey different emotions and actions.

Puppet Show Production
Create simple stick puppets or finger puppets representing the characters from the story (the family
and the bear). Children can work together to put on their own puppet show, retelling the story in their
own words and adding their own creative twists. This promotes teamwork and narrative sequencing.

Science and Nature Exploration Related to Bears

While a pretend bear hunt is fun, it also offers opportunities for introducing basic scientific concepts
and fostering an appreciation for the natural world. Connect the activities to real-world observations
and facts about bears and their habitats.

Bear Habitat Exploration
Discuss where real bears live – in forests, mountains, and sometimes even in snowy regions. Show
pictures of different bear species and their natural environments. Talk about what bears eat (berries,
fish, insects) and how they prepare for winter (hibernation). This can spark curiosity about ecology
and animal adaptations.



Tracks and Traces
Show children pictures of bear tracks and compare them to other animal tracks. If possible, take a
nature walk and look for animal tracks in the mud or snow. Explain that the "stumble trip" could be
like tripping over a bear's footprint. This introduces concepts of observation and identification.

Food Chains and Diets
Discuss what bears eat and how they fit into the ecosystem. Talk about berries, fish, and other food
sources. You can create a simple food chain diagram, showing how the bear relies on plants and other
animals. This introduces early ecological concepts.

Weather Awareness
The story mentions a snowstorm. Use this as an opportunity to discuss different types of weather and
how they affect animals. Talk about the purpose of hibernation for some animals during cold weather
and how others adapt to different climates. This can lead to discussions about meteorology and
seasonal changes.

Literacy and Language Development During the Bear
Hunt

The "We're Going on a Bear Hunt" theme is a powerful tool for enhancing literacy and language skills
in preschoolers. The repetitive nature of the text, the engaging vocabulary, and the opportunities for
interaction make it a rich learning experience.

Repeated Reading and Recitation
Read "We're Going on a Bear Hunt" aloud multiple times. Encourage children to join in on the
repetitive phrases and sound effects. This builds confidence in their reading and speaking abilities
and helps them internalize the story's structure.

Vocabulary Expansion
Introduce and explain new vocabulary words from the book, such as "swishy," "swashy," "squelchy,"
"stumble," "trip," "crunch," and "ooh." Use gestures and actions to help children understand the
meaning of these words. Create a word wall with pictures and the corresponding words.

Story Sequencing and Retelling
After engaging in various activities, ask children to retell the story in their own words, using the props



and crafts they've created. This helps them develop narrative skills and understand the sequence of
events. You can use a story map or a picture-based sequencing activity.

Rhyming and Alliteration
Point out rhyming words in the book and encourage children to create their own rhymes related to the
bear hunt theme. For example, "We're going on a bear hunt, this is really fun. We might find a bear,
and then we'll run!"

Making Predictions
Before turning each page, ask children what they think will happen next. For example, "What do you
think they'll find in the river?" or "What will happen when they reach the cave?" This encourages
critical thinking and active engagement with the text.

Printable Resources for Your Bear Hunt Preschool
Activities

To further enhance the bear hunt experience and provide structured learning opportunities,
incorporating printable resources is highly beneficial. These can be used for a variety of skill-building
exercises.

Character and Scene Printables
You can find or create printable templates for the characters from the story (the family members, the
bear) and the different environments (grass, river, cave, forest, snow). These can be used for coloring,
cutting, and pasting activities, or for creating story sequencing cards.

Footprint and Track Printables
Print out large bear paw prints that children can color, cut out, and use to create a path for their bear
hunt. You can also find printables of different animal tracks to compare and contrast.

Story Sequencing Worksheets
Create or download worksheets that depict the different stages of the bear hunt in order. Children can
cut out the pictures and paste them in the correct sequence to retell the story. This is an excellent
tool for developing comprehension and logical thinking.



Vocabulary Flashcards
Design or find flashcards with key vocabulary words from the book, accompanied by relevant images.
These can be used for review, matching games, or for children to hold up as they participate in
dramatic play.

Bear Fact Sheets for Kids
Simple, visually appealing printables with interesting facts about bears, their habitats, and their diets
can spark further curiosity and learning beyond the story itself.

Adapting Bear Hunt Activities for Different Ages and
Abilities

It's important to tailor "going on a bear hunt preschool activities" to suit the diverse developmental
stages and abilities within a preschool classroom or family. Flexibility is key to ensuring all children
can participate and benefit.

For Younger Toddlers (18-24 months)
Focus on sensory exploration and simple motor actions. Use larger, safer materials. For example, a
water table with blue scarves for a river, or a bin of cotton balls for snow. Keep dramatic play very
simple, focusing on sounds and movements rather than complex roles.

For Emerging Preschoolers (2-3 years)
Introduce more complex sensory bins, simple obstacle courses with fewer steps, and opportunities for
them to contribute to crafts with more guidance. Encourage them to say the repetitive phrases from
the book with prompting.

For Older Preschoolers (4-5 years)
Challenge them with more elaborate obstacle courses, encourage them to lead the dramatic play
scenarios, and involve them in more detailed craft projects. Ask them to retell the story with more
independent sequencing and encourage them to identify and describe the different environments.

Accommodating Different Abilities
For children with fine motor challenges, provide larger materials for crafts and use adaptive scissors
or tools. For those with gross motor delays, simplify the movements in obstacle courses or provide
seated alternatives. For children who are non-verbal or have communication difficulties, use visual



aids, gestures, and picture cards to support their participation in storytelling and language activities.

Bringing the Bear Hunt Home: Parent Involvement

Extending the learning beyond the classroom and involving parents significantly amplifies the impact
of "going on a bear hunt preschool activities." Open communication and shared experiences create a
stronger learning environment.

Sharing the Story at Home
Encourage parents to read "We're Going on a Bear Hunt" with their children at home. Suggest they
incorporate the actions and sounds from the book during their reading sessions.

Home-Based Activities
Provide parents with a list of simple, at-home activity ideas that can be done with common household
items. For example, making a "muddy ooze" with flour and water, or creating a "swishy grass"
sensory bottle with green streamers and glitter. These activities reinforce the learning in a fun, family-
oriented way.

Nature Walks and Observations
Suggest that families go on their own "bear hunts" in local parks or nature trails. Encourage them to
look for signs of animals, observe different textures in nature, and discuss the environments they
encounter, connecting them to the book's themes.

Craft and Prop Creation
Invite parents to help their children create simple props at home to bring to school for dramatic play.
This could be as simple as decorating a cardboard box to be a "bear cave" or coloring bear masks.

Conclusion: A Successful Bear Hunt Adventure

In conclusion, embarking on a "going on a bear hunt preschool activities" adventure offers a
remarkably rich and multifaceted learning experience for young children. From igniting imagination
through dramatic play and crafting to developing crucial gross and fine motor skills, this theme
provides a dynamic platform for growth. The repetitive, engaging narrative of "We're Going on a Bear
Hunt" naturally supports language development, vocabulary expansion, and early literacy skills. By
incorporating sensory play, scientific exploration, and adaptable activities, educators and parents can
ensure an inclusive and stimulating journey for every child. The key to a successful bear hunt is
fostering curiosity, encouraging active participation, and celebrating the joy of discovery every step of



the way, making it a truly memorable and educational experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the best story elements from 'We're Going
on a Bear Hunt' to incorporate into preschool activities?
Focus on the sensory experiences: the squishy, squashy mud, the splashy, splashy water, the rustling,
rustling grass, the snowy, swishy snow, and the dark, spooky forest. Also, the repetitive phrases like
'We're going on a bear hunt!' and 'Can't go over it, can't go under it, have to go through it!' are great
for engagement.

How can I make a 'bear hunt' sensory bin for preschoolers?
Fill a bin with brown playdough or kinetic sand for the 'mud,' blue pom-poms or water beads for the
'water,' green shredded paper or grass clippings for the 'grass,' white cotton balls or shredded paper
for 'snow,' and brown craft sticks or small branches for the 'forest.' Add plastic bears for them to find.

What are some simple movement activities that mimic the
bear hunt journey?
Set up an obstacle course! Have them crawl through a tunnel for the cave, stomp through a tray of
mud (or brown paint), splash in a shallow water bin, march through tall grass (or green streamers),
'swish' through snowy fabric, and tiptoe through a 'forest' of chairs or cardboard boxes.

How can I extend the learning from a 'bear hunt' theme into
other areas like art or music?
For art, have them paint with their feet in 'mud' (washable brown paint), create bear masks, or make
bear paw prints with brown paint on paper. For music, sing the 'Bear Hunt' song with actions, use
instruments to make the sounds described in the book (shakers for grass, drums for stomping), or
play 'freeze dance' where they freeze like bears.

What are some ways to introduce the concept of bears and
their habitats in a preschool setting related to the hunt?
Show pictures and videos of different types of bears and where they live. Discuss what bears eat and
how they hibernate. You can set up a 'bear den' dramatic play area with blankets and pillows, and
have them gather 'food' like toy berries or fish.

How can I adapt 'going on a bear hunt' activities for different
age groups within preschool?
For younger toddlers, focus on simpler sensory experiences and repeating the key phrases. For older
preschoolers, introduce more complex obstacle courses, encourage them to describe the textures



they feel, and prompt them to tell their own bear hunt stories. You can also incorporate simple
counting of bears found.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to going on a bear hunt preschool activities:

1. _We're Going on a Bear Hunt_ by Michael Rosen. This classic story follows a family on an exciting
journey to find a bear. Its repetitive text and engaging sounds make it perfect for interactive reading
and encouraging young children to act out the different stages of the hunt, like wading through a river
or trudging through mud. It's a fantastic resource for developing listening skills and imagination.

2. _Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?_ by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle. This beloved book
introduces a rainbow of animals through simple, repetitive text and vibrant illustrations. While not
explicitly a bear hunt, it’s excellent for teaching animal names, colors, and patterns, all key elements
when discussing different types of bears and their habitats. The predictable structure aids language
development and recall.

3. _Bear Snores On_ by Karma Wilson. This charming tale features a bear hibernating in his cave while
various forest animals seek shelter from a storm. It's a cozy story that can inspire activities around
bear habitats, hibernation, and the sounds animals make. Preschoolers can enjoy making snoring
sounds and pretending to be the different creatures seeking warmth in the cave.

4. _The Little Bear_ by Else Holmelund Minarik. This is the first book in the beloved "Little Bear" series,
introducing a curious and kind young bear. The simple narratives are ideal for early readers and can
spark discussions about friendship, family, and the daily adventures of a bear. Activities could involve
drawing pictures of Little Bear's friends or reenacting his simple excursions.

5. _Corduroy_ by Don Freeman. This heartwarming story tells of a teddy bear who longs for a home
and a child to love him. While Corduroy is a toy, his journey can be a starting point for discussions
about caring for stuffed animals, which are often a focal point for bear-themed play. Children can
relate to Corduroy's desire for belonging and engage in imaginative play with their own teddy bears.

6. _Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me_ by Eric Carle. This book features a little girl who asks her father
to fetch the moon for her. The imaginative concept and beautiful illustrations can inspire activities
about the moon, nighttime, and the vastness of space. It can lead to creative discussions about the
differences between a real bear hunt and an imaginary one, perhaps involving looking at the moon
and stars.

7. _Chicka Chicka Boom Boom_ by Bill Martin Jr. and John Archambault. This energetic alphabet book
features letters climbing up a coconut tree and then falling down. Its rhythmic language and playful
nature are perfect for boosting phonological awareness and letter recognition. This can be adapted to
a bear hunt theme by using bear-themed objects or sounds instead of letters, or even creating a
“bear climb” obstacle course.

8. _Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear?_ by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle. Following a similar
structure to "Brown Bear," this book introduces a variety of animals and the sounds they make. It's
excellent for auditory discrimination and vocabulary building, specifically focusing on animals found in
colder climates, like polar bears. Preschoolers can practice making different animal sounds and
identifying them, similar to listening for sounds on a bear hunt.



9. _Over in the Meadow_ by John Langstaff. This classic folk song and book describes animals and
their young living in different habitats. It’s a wonderful way to introduce counting, animal families,
and different environments. The repetitive nature makes it easy for young children to join in, and a
bear-themed version could involve counting bear cubs or identifying different forest creatures
encountered.
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