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The Ultimate Guide to Finding Good Articles to
Write a Rhetorical Analysis On

Embarking on a rhetorical analysis assignment can feel daunting, especially
when faced with the blank page and the crucial first step: selecting the
perfect text. Identifying "good articles to write a rhetorical analysis on"
is paramount to a successful and insightful academic exploration. A strong
subject allows for a deep dive into the author's persuasive strategies, their
intended audience, and the overall effectiveness of their message. This guide
will equip you with the knowledge and strategies to pinpoint compelling
articles that offer rich rhetorical ground for analysis. We will explore
various categories of texts, discuss the qualities that make an article
suitable for rhetorical examination, and provide actionable advice on how to
find and evaluate potential sources. From opinion pieces and speeches to
advertisements and political commentary, the world of rhetoric is vast, and
learning how to navigate it effectively is key to crafting a standout
rhetorical analysis.
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Understanding the Purpose of Rhetorical
Analysis

At its core, a rhetorical analysis seeks to understand how a piece of
communication works to persuade its audience. It moves beyond simply
summarizing the content to dissecting the techniques and strategies employed
by the communicator. This involves examining the author's choices in
language, structure, evidence, and emotional appeals, often referred to as
rhetorical devices or appeals (ethos, pathos, logos). The goal is to assess
the effectiveness of these choices in achieving the author's intended purpose
for a specific audience. By understanding these elements, you can gain a
deeper appreciation for the power of language and persuasion in various



contexts.

Deconstructing Persuasion: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

A foundational aspect of rhetorical analysis involves identifying and
analyzing the three classical appeals. Ethos, the appeal to credibility and
character, refers to how the author establishes their authority and
trustworthiness. Pathos, the appeal to emotion, examines how the author
evokes feelings in the audience to sway their opinion. Logos, the appeal to
logic and reason, focuses on the use of evidence, facts, and logical
arguments. Recognizing these appeals within an article provides a framework
for understanding the author's persuasive toolkit.

Identifying the Author's Purpose and Audience

Before diving into specific articles, it's crucial to understand that a
rhetorical analysis is not a vacuum. You must consider the author's objective
- what do they want the audience to think, feel, or do? Equally important is
identifying the intended audience. Who is the author speaking to?
Understanding these aspects provides context and helps you evaluate the
effectiveness of the rhetorical choices made. An article designed to persuade
seasoned academics will differ significantly in its rhetorical approach from
one aimed at a general audience.

Key Characteristics of Good Articles for
Rhetorical Analysis

Not all articles are created equal when it comes to suitability for
rhetorical analysis. Certain qualities make a text particularly rich for
exploration. These texts typically possess a clear persuasive intent, a
discernible target audience, and a deliberate use of rhetorical strategies.
They often engage with controversial or complex topics, inviting a robust
examination of differing viewpoints and persuasive techniques. The more
layered and intentional the communication, the more fruitful your analysis is
likely to be.

Clear Persuasive Intent

An article that aims to change minds, advocate for a cause, or influence
behavior provides ample material for analysis. Look for texts where the
author takes a stance, presents an argument, and actively tries to convince
the reader of something. This clarity of purpose allows you to dissect the
specific methods used to achieve that objective. Articles that are purely
informational without a persuasive undertone might offer less scope for a
traditional rhetorical analysis.



A Defined Target Audience

Effective communicators tailor their message to a specific audience. When
selecting an article, consider who the author seems to be addressing. Is it a
specialized group of experts, the general public, or a particular
demographic? Recognizing the intended audience helps you understand why
certain language, tone, and evidence are used. An article that speaks to a
clearly identifiable group offers more concrete elements to analyze in
relation to persuasive strategy.

Deliberate Use of Rhetorical Devices

The most rewarding articles for rhetorical analysis are those where the
author consciously employs a range of rhetorical devices. This could include
metaphors, analogies, repetition, rhetorical questions, appeals to authority,
or evocative language. The presence of these techniques provides tangible
elements to identify, explain, and evaluate in your analysis, demonstrating
how the author crafts their message.

Engagement with Complex or Controversial Issues

Topics that are multifaceted or debated often generate passionate arguments
and sophisticated persuasive strategies. Articles that tackle complex or
controversial subjects tend to showcase a wider array of rhetorical
approaches as authors strive to navigate nuanced positions and counter
opposing arguments. This complexity provides a fertile ground for exploring
the intricacies of persuasion.

Categories of Articles Suitable for Rhetorical
Analysis

The spectrum of written and spoken communication offers a wealth of options
for rhetorical analysis. Understanding different categories can help you
narrow your search and identify texts that align with your analytical
interests and assignment requirements. Each category presents unique
rhetorical challenges and opportunities.

Opinion Pieces and Editorials

These are perhaps the most straightforward and common choices for rhetorical
analysis. Newspapers and magazines frequently feature opinion pieces (op-eds)
and editorials that present a clear argument on a current issue. They are
designed to persuade readers and often employ a direct and engaging style,
making them excellent starting points for identifying persuasive strategies.
Their relatively concise nature also makes them manageable for analysis.



Speeches and Public Address

From political speeches to commencement addresses, public speaking provides a
rich landscape for rhetorical analysis. These texts are crafted to engage an
audience directly, often through powerful language, emotional appeals, and
calls to action. Analyzing a speech allows you to consider not only the
verbal content but also the context of its delivery and its intended impact
on a live or recorded audience.

Advertisements and Marketing Materials

While often wvisual, advertisements and marketing campaigns are fundamentally
rhetorical. They aim to persuade consumers to purchase products or services.
Analyzing print ads, video commercials, or even social media campaigns can
reveal sophisticated uses of ethos, pathos, and logos, as well as the
strategic use of imagery, slogans, and testimonials to create desire and
influence purchasing decisions.

Essays and Academic Articles

While academic writing prioritizes evidence and logical reasoning, it still
employs rhetorical strategies to convince readers of the wvalidity of its
arguments. Analyzing academic essays can focus on how authors build their
case, cite evidence, refute counterarguments, and establish their credibility
within a specific field of study. This category allows for an examination of
more formal and specialized rhetorical approaches.

Political Commentary and Debates

Articles that analyze political events, policy decisions, or public figures
are often heavily laden with persuasive intent. Political commentary, whether
in news articles, blog posts, or debate transcripts, frequently uses
rhetorical strategies to frame issues, attack opponents, and rally support
for a particular ideology or candidate. These texts offer a dynamic
environment for dissecting persuasive techniques in high-stakes contexts.

Social Media Posts and Online Content

In the digital age, social media platforms have become significant arenas for
public discourse and persuasion. Analyzing a viral tweet, a compelling blog
post, or a persuasive YouTube video can reveal how individuals and
organizations leverage digital tools and online communication norms to
persuade their audiences. This area offers contemporary and relevant examples
of rhetorical practice.



Strategies for Discovering Good Articles to
Analyze

Finding the right article is an active process that involves knowing where to
look and what to look for. Employing effective search strategies will
significantly increase your chances of discovering texts that offer ample
material for a robust rhetorical analysis. Consider your assignment's scope
and your personal interests when embarking on this search.

Utilizing Academic Databases

Academic databases such as JSTOR, Project MUSE, Google Scholar, and your
university's library resources are invaluable. These platforms provide access
to a vast array of scholarly articles, Jjournals, and often primary source
materials. Using specific keywords related to your topic of interest
alongside terms like "rhetorical analysis," "persuasion," or "argument" can
yield targeted results.

Exploring Reputable News Outlets and Magazines

Major newspapers like The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The
Guardian, and magazines such as The Atlantic, The New Yorker, and Time often
publish well-written opinion pieces and feature articles that engage with
significant societal issues. Their editorial standards generally ensure a
level of quality and persuasive depth suitable for analysis.

Leveraging Think Tanks and Advocacy Groups

Organizations that focus on specific policy areas or social causes often
publish reports, white papers, and articles that advocate for their
positions. These materials are inherently persuasive and can offer insights
into how organizations build support for their agendas using carefully
crafted language and arguments.

Searching for Landmark Speeches and Public Addresses

Historical and contemporary speeches by influential figures are excellent
sources for rhetorical analysis. Websites of presidential libraries,
political archives, and reputable speech repositories can provide transcripts
and sometimes audio or video recordings of significant addresses, allowing
you to examine the spoken word as rhetoric.

Browsing Advertising Archives and Marketing Resources

For analyses of advertising, websites dedicated to advertising history or



marketing case studies can be beneficial. These resources often showcase
award-winning campaigns or iconic advertisements that exemplify persuasive
techniques used in commercial contexts.

Evaluating Potential Articles for Your Analysis

Once you've found a few potential articles, it's crucial to evaluate them for
their suitability. Not every article that appears persuasive will be ideal
for a deep analytical dive. Consider these factors to make an informed
decision.

Assessing the Depth of Rhetorical Content

Does the article go beyond surface-level arguments? Look for evidence of
sophisticated language, well-developed appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos,
and a clear, structured approach to persuasion. An article that merely states
facts or opinions without employing nuanced rhetorical strategies might be
too simplistic for a thorough analysis.

Considering the Article's Complexity and Nuance

An article that tackles a complex issue with multiple facets or acknowledges
counterarguments often provides richer material for analysis. Texts that
present a one-dimensional view or lack any complexity may not offer enough
for a substantial rhetorical examination. The more layers of meaning and
argumentation present, the more analytical depth you can achieve.

Reviewing the Author's Authority and Credibility
(Ethos)

Consider who the author is and what makes them qualified to speak on the
subject. How do they establish their credibility within the text? A strong
authorial ethos can be a significant element to analyze, as it influences how
the audience perceives the message. Conversely, a lack of apparent authority
or an attempt to artificially inflate it can also be a rich area for
examination.

Examining the Emotional Appeals (Pathos) Used

Pay attention to how the author attempts to evoke emotions in the reader. Do
they use vivid imagery, anecdotal evidence, or emotionally charged language?
The effectiveness and appropriateness of these appeals are crucial aspects of
rhetorical analysis. A text that relies heavily on unsubstantiated emotional
appeals offers a different analytical pathway than one that balances them
with logic.



Analyzing the Logical Structure and Evidence (Logos)

How does the author construct their argument? What kind of evidence do they
present (statistics, expert testimony, examples)? Are the logical connections
sound? Evaluating the logos within an article allows you to assess the
strength and validity of the author's claims and the reasoning they employ to
support them.

Examples of Specific Article Types and Why They
Work

To illustrate the principles discussed, let's consider some specific types of
articles and why they are particularly well-suited for rhetorical analysis.

Op—-Ed on Climate Change Policy

An op-ed arguing for or against a specific climate change policy is often
rich in rhetorical devices. The author might use scientific data (logos),
cite prominent climate scientists (ethos), and employ vivid descriptions of
environmental consequences (pathos) to persuade readers. The controversial
nature of the topic ensures a clear persuasive intent and a potentially
diverse audience.

Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" Speech

This iconic speech is a masterclass in rhetoric. Its powerful use of anaphora
(repetition), metaphors, biblical allusions, and appeals to justice and
equality make it an exemplary text for analyzing how a speaker can inspire
and motivate millions. The clear historical context and intended audience
(the civil rights movement and the nation) add further layers for
examination.

A Print Advertisement for a Luxury Car

A luxury car advertisement often relies on creating an image of status,
success, and sophistication. The ad might use sleek wvisuals, aspirational
language, endorsements from celebrities (ethos), and evoke feelings of desire
and aspiration (pathos). The audience is clearly those with disposable income
who are seeking to project a certain image.

A Blog Post Arguing for a Vegan Lifestyle

Blog posts advocating for lifestyle changes can be highly effective
rhetorical pieces. A post on veganism might present scientific studies on
health benefits (logos), share personal anecdotes of transformation (pathos),



and cite respected health and nutrition experts (ethos). The author is often
trying to convert readers to their viewpoint.

Tips for a Successful Rhetorical Analysis

Once you've selected your article, remember these key tips to ensure a
successful rhetorical analysis. A strong analysis goes beyond simply listing
rhetorical devices; it explains how and why they are used effectively (or
ineffectively).

e Focus on Analysis, Not Summary: While a brief summary of the article's
content is often necessary for context, the bulk of your analysis should
be dedicated to dissecting the rhetorical strategies employed.

e Develop a Clear Thesis Statement: Your thesis should present your main
argument about the article's effectiveness and the primary rhetorical
strategies used to achieve its purpose.

e Use Specific Examples: Support your claims about the author's rhetorical
choices with direct quotations or specific references from the article.

e Explain the "So What?": Don't just identify a rhetorical device; explain
its purpose and its effect on the intended audience. Why did the author
choose that word, that image, that appeal?

e Consider the Context: Always keep in mind the article's publication
date, the author's background, and the broader social or political
climate in which it was written and received.

e Maintain an Objective Tone: While you are analyzing persuasive
techniques, your own writing should be objective and analytical,
avoiding personal opinions or biases.

e Revise and Refine: Like any form of writing, a rhetorical analysis
benefits from careful revision to ensure clarity, coherence, and
accuracy.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Selecting for
Rhetorical Analysis

Choosing "good articles to write a rhetorical analysis on" is a foundational
skill that enhances your ability to understand and engage with persuasive
communication. By recognizing the key characteristics of effective rhetorical
texts, exploring diverse categories of articles, and employing strategic
search and evaluation methods, you can confidently identify compelling
subjects for your analysis. Whether you choose an opinion piece, a powerful
speech, or a subtle advertisement, the goal remains the same: to deconstruct
the art of persuasion and understand its impact. Mastering this selection
process not only leads to better academic work but also cultivates a more
critical and discerning approach to the vast world of rhetoric you encounter



daily.

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes an article a good candidate for a
rhetorical analysis?

A good article for rhetorical analysis typically possesses a clear argument
or persuasive intent, utilizes a variety of rhetorical devices (ethos,
pathos, logos, figurative language, etc.), targets a specific audience, and
addresses a topic with some level of complexity or controversy. It should
also be accessible enough to find and have enough substance to dissect.

Where can I find trending articles suitable for
rhetorical analysis?

Trending articles can be found in reputable news sources (e.g., The New York
Times, The Washington Post, The Guardian), opinion sections of major
publications, well-known online magazines (e.g., The Atlantic, Vox, Wired),
and influential blogs or websites that focus on current events, social
issues, or cultural commentary.

What are some current, relevant topics that often
generate strong rhetorical strategies in articles?

Current topics ripe for rhetorical analysis include discussions around
climate change, artificial intelligence (AI) and its societal impact,
political polarization, social justice movements, economic inequality, public
health issues, and the ethics of technology. These subjects often involve
passionate arguments and diverse persuasive techniques.

How do I identify the intended audience and purpose
of an article for my analysis?

To identify the intended audience, consider the publication's typical
readership, the language and tone used, and the complexity of the arguments.
The purpose is often evident in the thesis statement, the call to action (if
any), and the overall message the author aims to convey - to inform,
persuade, entertain, or inspire.

What are some common rhetorical devices I should look
for in trending articles?

Key devices to watch for include appeals to ethos (credibility), pathos
(emotion), and logos (logic/reason). Also, look for metaphors, similes,
analogies, rhetorical questions, repetition, hyperbole, understatement,
allusion, and the use of specific diction or syntax to evoke a particular
response from the reader.



Are opinion pieces or news reports better for
rhetorical analysis, and why?

Opinion pieces are often more explicit in their persuasive intent and utilize
a wider range of overt rhetorical strategies, making them generally easier to
analyze for their persuasive techniques. News reports, while still employing
rhetorical choices in framing and word selection, are typically expected to
maintain a greater degree of objectivity, requiring a more nuanced analysis
of subtle persuasive elements.

What if a trending article is very short, like a
tweet or a short blog post? Can it still be analyzed
rhetorically?

Yes, even short formats can be excellent subjects for rhetorical analysis.
The conciseness often forces the author to be highly strategic with their
word choice, tone, and the specific appeals they employ to maximize impact.
Analyzing the rhetorical density of a short piece can be a rewarding
exercise.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles that could serve as excellent subjects for rhetorical
analysis, along with short descriptions:

1. The Autobiography of Malcolm X

This powerful memoir offers a profound exploration of identity,
transformation, and the struggle for civil rights. Malcolm X's narrative is
rich with persuasive appeals, evolving arguments, and deeply personal
testimonies that shaped his public persona and the Black Power movement.
Analyzing his rhetorical strategies would reveal how he constructed his
identity and advocated for his beliefs.

2. Silent Spring by Rachel Carson

Carson's groundbreaking work meticulously details the devastating
environmental impact of pesticides, particularly DDT. The book employs
scientific evidence, vivid imagery, and emotional appeals to awaken public
consciousness and advocate for environmental protection. A rhetorical
analysis could examine how Carson persuaded a skeptical public and influenced
policy changes.

3. The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan

Friedan's seminal text challenged the prevailing notion of the "happy
housewife" and exposed the widespread dissatisfaction among American women in
the mid-20th century. The book's power lies in its detailed accounts of
women's experiences and its persuasive indictment of societal expectations.
Analyzing its rhetoric would highlight how Friedan gave voice to an unheard
group and ignited the second wave of feminism.

4. Man's Search for Meaning by Viktor Frankl

Frankl, a psychiatrist and Holocaust survivor, recounts his experiences in
Nazi concentration camps and develops his theory of logotherapy. The book

powerfully explores human resilience, the search for meaning in suffering,
and the will to live. Its rhetorical effectiveness stems from the profound
personal testimony intertwined with philosophical reflection on purpose.



5. On Liberty by John Stuart Mill

This philosophical essay is a foundational text in liberal thought, arguing
for the importance of individual freedom and limited government interference.
Mill uses logical reasoning, historical examples, and appeals to reason to
construct his case for free speech and personal autonomy. Analyzing his
arguments would reveal his strategies for advocating for a specific political
philosophy.

6. The Prince by Niccold Machiavelli

Machiavelli's controversial treatise offers pragmatic, often ruthless, advice
on how rulers can acquire and maintain political power. The book is
characterized by its direct address, cynical observations about human nature,
and strategic recommendations. Examining its rhetoric would unveil how
Machiavelli justified his controversial political theories to an audience of
aspiring leaders.

7. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave

Douglass's searing account of his enslavement and eventual escape provides a
powerful indictment of the institution of slavery. His eloquent prose, vivid
descriptions of brutality, and appeals to morality and Jjustice are central to
his rhetorical purpose. Analyzing his narrative would showcase how he used
personal experience to persuade audiences and advocate for abolition.

8. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman by Mary Wollstonecraft
Wollstonecraft's passionate argument champions the intellectual and social
equality of women, challenging prevailing patriarchal norms. She uses reason,
appeals to enlightenment principles, and critiques of societal structures to
advocate for education and broader rights for women. Her rhetoric is crucial
in understanding the early development of feminist thought.

9. Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business
by Neil Postman

Postman critiques the impact of television on public discourse and the
decline of serious intellectual engagement. He employs wvivid analogies,
historical comparisons, and a critical tone to argue that wvisual media
prioritize entertainment over substantive content. Analyzing his rhetoric
would reveal how he warns against the dangers of a visually saturated,
superficial culture.
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