harold bloom western canon list

The vast and evolving landscape of literature has long been a subject of debate and study, and few figures
have shaped this conversation as profoundly as Harold Bloom. His influential concept of the Western Canon,
a curated selection of literary masterpieces, has sparked both admiration and contention. This article delves
deep into the Harold Bloom Western Canon list, exploring its origins, its constituent works, the critical
reception it has garnered, and its enduring relevance in the 21st century. We will unpack the criteria
Bloom employed, examine the authors and texts that define his canon, and consider the criticisms leveled
against it. Understanding the Harold Bloom Western Canon list is crucial for anyone seeking to grasp the

trajectory of Western literary thought and its foundational texts.

Table of Contents

Introduction to Harold Bloom and the Western Canon

The Genesis of Harold Bloom's Western Canon

Key Authors and Works in the Harold Bloom Western Canon List

Analyzing Bloom's Criteria for Canonization

The Shakespearean Centerpiece

The Novel's Dominance

Poetry's Enduring Power

Drama Beyond Shakespeare

The Role of Philosophy and Essayists

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding the Harold Bloom Western Canon

Defending Bloom's Canon: Arguments for its Enduring Value

The Future of the Western Canon in a Post-Bloom Era

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of the Harold Bloom Western Canon List



The Genesis of Harold Bloom's Western Canon

Harold Bloom, a towering figure in literary criticism, dedicated much of his career to defining and
defending what he considered the essential body of Western literary achievement. His seminal work, "The
Western Canon: The Books and School of the Ages," published in 1994, provided the most comprehensive
articulation of his vision. Bloom's project was not merely an academic exercise; it was a passionate defense
against what he perceived as the erosion of literary standards and the dilution of the canon by revisionist
critics and identity politics. He believed that a shared understanding of these great works was vital for
cultural cohesion and intellectual development. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list, therefore, emerged

from a deep-seated conviction about the enduring power of aesthetic originality and imaginative strength.

Bloom's approach was deeply rooted in the concept of "agon," or the struggle between writers. He posited
that great authors consciously or unconsciously wrestle with their predecessors, seeking to surpass them
and forge their own unique voice. This dynamic interplay of influence and originality was central to his
understanding of literary history. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list reflects this, highlighting authors
who not only produced masterpieces but also demonstrably engaged with and transformed the traditions

that came before them.

Key Authors and Works in the Harold Bloom Western Canon
List

The Harold Bloom Western Canon list is a formidable collection, encompassing centuries of literary output
from Homer to authors of the mid-20th century. While the exact number and specific inclusions have been
subjects of discussion, the core comprises a remarkable array of poets, novelists, and playwrights. Bloom's
emphasis was unequivocally on what he termed "strong poets," those whose work displayed immense
originality, imaginative power, and a profound engagement with the human condition. The list, though
extensive, prioritizes quality and enduring aesthetic impact over sheer volume or historical representation

in a broader sense.

The inclusion of authors is not arbitrary; it reflects Bloom's criteria for aesthetic greatness, which he
meticulously outlined. These works are seen not just as historical artifacts but as living entities that
continue to speak to contemporary readers. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list is a testament to the
enduring power of individual genius and the transformative nature of literary art. Understanding the key
figures and their representative works provides crucial insight into Bloom's critical framework and his

vision of literary greatness.



The Shakespearean Centerpiece

At the very heart of Harold Bloom's Western Canon stands William Shakespeare. Bloom considered
Shakespeare the ultimate literary figure, the "central figure of the Western Canon" and, for many, the
greatest writer in the English language. His plays and sonnets, according to Bloom, represent the pinnacle
of human imaginative achievement. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list places Shakespeare not just as a

prominent author, but as the sun around which much of Western literature revolves.

Bloom argued that Shakespeare's genius lay in his profound understanding of human psychology, his
unparalleled linguistic mastery, and his ability to create characters of immense complexity and depth. He
saw Shakespeare's influence as pervasive, shaping the course of drama, poetry, and prose for centuries. The
Harold Bloom Western Canon list, therefore, features Shakespeare’s complete works as foundational texts,
essential for anyone seeking to understand the evolution of Western literary thought. His ability to capture
the full spectrum of human emotion and experience, from the heights of love to the depths of despair,

cemented his unparalleled position in Bloom’s pantheon.

The Novel's Dominance

While Bloom was primarily a scholar of poetry, the Harold Bloom Western Canon list also features a
significant number of novelists who, in his view, achieved a similar level of imaginative and psychological
depth. The novel, as a form, provided a canvas for exploring the complexities of individual experience and
societal interaction, and Bloom recognized its power to capture the nuances of human life. He championed
authors whose works demonstrated originality, enduring artistic merit, and a profound engagement with

the social and psychological realities of their time.

Authors like Jane Austen, Leo Tolstoy, Fyodor Dostoevsky, and Gustave Flaubert are prominently
featured. These writers, according to Bloom, transcended mere storytelling to create worlds and characters
that resonated with enduring truth. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list celebrates the novel's capacity
for intricate character development, thematic exploration, and the nuanced portrayal of human
relationships. These literary giants, through their masterful prose and insightful observations, secured their
place as pillars of literary tradition, essential for any comprehensive understanding of the Western literary

heritage.

Poetry's Enduring Power

Poetry, for Harold Bloom, was the highest form of literary art. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list is
heavily weighted towards poets who demonstrated extraordinary originality, imaginative power, and a

profound command of language. He believed that poetry, in its condensed and evocative form, could



penetrate the deepest truths of human existence. His criteria for inclusion often centered on the concept of

"misprision,"” where poets actively struggled against their precursors to create something new and vital.

Key poets like Dante Alighieri, Geoffrey Chaucer, John Milton, William Wordsworth, John Keats, Percy
Bysshe Shelley, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and Walt Whitman are central figures. Bloom saw these poets
not just as craftsmen of verse but as spiritual explorers, plumbing the depths of consciousness and offering
profound insights into the human condition. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list thus elevates poetry as a

vital force in the Western intellectual tradition, a source of aesthetic and philosophical illumination.

Drama Beyond Shakespeare

While Shakespeare dominates, the Harold Bloom Western Canon list acknowledges other significant
dramatists who contributed to the rich tapestry of Western theater. These playwrights, in Bloom's
estimation, managed to achieve a comparable level of insight into human nature and societal dynamics,
even if they did not reach Shakespeare's singular heights. The inclusion of these figures underscores
Bloom's appreciation for the dramatic arts as a powerful medium for exploring universal themes and

presenting compelling characters.

Authors such as Sophocles, Euripides, Moliere, and Henrik Ibsen are often recognized within discussions of
Bloom's canon. Their works, spanning different eras and cultural contexts, showcase the enduring power of
dramatic writing to captivate audiences and provoke thought. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list, in
this regard, recognizes the essential role of theater in shaping Western cultural discourse and presenting

profound explorations of human experience through dialogue and action.

The Role of Philosophy and Essayists

While the Harold Bloom Western Canon list primarily focuses on imaginative literature, it also
acknowledges the contributions of certain philosophers and essayists whose works deeply influenced the
literary landscape and offered profound insights into the human condition. Bloom understood that the
boundaries between literature, philosophy, and critical thought are often porous. He valued writers who,
through their essays and philosophical explorations, shaped the intellectual currents that in turn informed

literary production.

Figures like Michel de Montaigne, for his pioneering work in the essay form and his introspective genius,
and Ralph Waldo Emerson, for his transcendentalist philosophy and eloquent prose, are often cited in
discussions of Bloom's broader intellectual canon. These writers, through their intellectual rigor and stylistic
brilliance, provided frameworks for understanding the world and the self that resonated deeply with

imaginative writers. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list, by including these thinkers, highlights the



interconnectedness of intellectual disciplines and the foundational role of probing inquiry in shaping

cultural understanding.

Analyzing Bloom's Criteria for Canonization

Harold Bloom's approach to constructing his Western Canon was guided by a specific set of criteria, which
he articulated throughout his prolific career. These criteria were not based on historical representativeness,
social impact, or ideological inclusivity in the way some later critics might define a canon. Instead, Bloom’s
focus was relentlessly on aesthetic originality, imaginative power, and what he termed "the anxiety of
influence." The Harold Bloom Western Canon list is, therefore, a highly personal and deeply aestheticized

selection.

He sought out authors and works that demonstrated a unique voice, a powerful imaginative vision, and a
capacity to surprise and move the reader. This emphasis on individual genius and the struggle to create
something new from the inherited literary tradition was paramount. Bloom believed that true literary
greatness lay in this creative wrestling, this "agon” with the past, which allowed authors to forge their own
distinct aesthetic paths. Understanding these criteria is essential to appreciating the specific authors and

works that populate the Harold Bloom Western Canon list.

The Concept of "Agon" and Misprision

Central to Bloom's critical theory, and thus to the construction of the Harold Bloom Western Canon list, is
the concept of "agon" — a struggle or contest. Bloom argued that great poets engage in a profound, often
unconscious, battle with their literary precursors. This struggle, or "misprision" (a deliberate misreading or
misunderstanding of an earlier work), is not a sign of failure but a necessary catalyst for originality and
creative growth. Poets, in Bloom's view, do not simply imitate; they actively seek to "swerve" from their

predecessors, to prove themselves stronger and more imaginative.

This dynamic of influence and resistance is what, for Bloom, distinguishes truly canonical writers. The
Harold Bloom Western Canon list is populated by those who, in his judgment, most successfully engaged in
this creative wrestling, transforming the traditions they inherited and forging new paths. His analysis of
literary history is framed as a series of such agonistic encounters, where each major poet challenges and

reinterprets the works that came before, ultimately leading to a richer and more complex literary tradition.

Aesthetic Originality and Imaginative Power



For Harold Bloom, the ultimate measure of a work's place in the canon was its aesthetic originality and the
sheer force of its imaginative power. He was less concerned with an author's biography, social context, or
political message than with the unique vision and artistic execution of their work. The Harold Bloom
Western Canon list prioritizes texts that possess a distinctive voice, a compelling narrative or poetic

structure, and a deep capacity to evoke emotion and intellectual engagement in the reader.

Bloom famously stated that a "strong" writer is one who possesses an "abnormal strength of will and
imagination." This translates into an ability to create something genuinely new, to surprise the reader, and
to offer perspectives that are both profound and enduring. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list is a
testament to his belief that literature’s primary function is aesthetic and imaginative, providing readers
with experiences that are both beautiful and deeply meaningful, transcending the ephemeral concerns of

any particular era.

Criticisms and Controversies Surrounding the Harold Bloom

Western Canon

Despite its profound influence, the Harold Bloom Western Canon list has faced significant criticism. Many
scholars and critics have challenged Bloom's methodology, his inclusions and exclusions, and the very
notion of a fixed canon. The intensely personal and often subjective nature of his selections, rooted in his
specific critical framework, has been a primary point of contention. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list,
for many, appeared to reflect his individual tastes and theoretical predilections more than an objective

assessment of literary merit.

Critics have argued that Bloom's canon is elitist, Eurocentric, and largely dismissive of works by women,
writers of color, and authors from non-Western traditions. His focus on "strong poets” and the anxiety of
influence, some contend, inadvertently marginalizes other valuable forms of literary expression and
overlooks important social and historical dimensions of literature. The debate surrounding the Harold Bloom
Western Canon list highlights broader discussions about what constitutes literary value and how canons are

formed and maintained.

Arguments for Elitism and Eurocentrism

One of the most persistent criticisms leveled against the Harold Bloom Western Canon list is its perceived
elitism and Eurocentrism. Critics argue that Bloom's canon overwhelmingly favors white, male, European
writers, largely neglecting the contributions of women, writers of color, and authors from non-Western
cultures. This focus, they contend, reinforces traditional power structures and perpetuates a narrow,
exclusionary view of literary history. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list, in this interpretation, reflects

a privileged perspective that fails to acknowledge the diversity of human experience and literary



expression.

This criticism is often framed within the context of broader debates about multiculturalism and inclusivity
in education and the humanities. While Bloom defended his selections on aesthetic grounds, many found
his rationale insufficient to justify the absence of significant voices and traditions from his canon. The debate
over the Harold Bloom Western Canon list thus touches upon fundamental questions of representation and

cultural authority in the academic and literary spheres.

The Exclusion of Modern and Contemporary Voices

Another significant critique of the Harold Bloom Western Canon list pertains to its limited engagement
with truly contemporary literature. While Bloom’s work extends to the mid-20th century, critics argue
that his canon stops short of fully embracing the vast and evolving landscape of modern and postmodern
literary production. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list, by focusing heavily on earlier periods, can be
seen as somewhat conservative in its embrace of new literary movements and voices that have emerged in

recent decades.

This temporal limitation means that many writers who are considered critically important and widely read
today are not prominently featured. The exclusion of these contemporary voices raises questions about the
dynamism and ongoing relevance of Bloom's canon in a rapidly changing literary world. The discussion
around the Harold Bloom Western Canon list often includes a call for a more inclusive and forward-looking

approach to defining literary significance.

Defending Bloom's Canon: Arguments for its Enduring Value

Despite the criticisms, proponents of Harold Bloom's work and the Harold Bloom Western Canon list argue
for its enduring value and significance. They contend that Bloom's focus on aesthetic originality and
imaginative power has led to the identification of truly exceptional works that have stood the test of time.
Bloom’s critics, while acknowledging the validity of some concerns regarding representation, often

overlook the intrinsic merit and profound impact of the works Bloom championed.

Supporters emphasize that Bloom's canon is not intended as a comprehensive syllabus of all literature, but
rather as a curated selection of the most aesthetically potent and influential works in the Western tradition.
They argue that his insistence on "strength" in writing serves as a crucial bulwark against what he saw as
the dilution of literary standards. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list, in this view, offers a rigorous and
insightful guide to the very best of Western imaginative literature, a foundation upon which further

literary understanding can be built.



A Focus on Aesthetic Achievement

Those who defend the Harold Bloom Western Canon list often highlight Bloom's unwavering commitment
to aesthetic achievement. They argue that Bloom’s criteria, while perhaps unconventional to some, are
rooted in a deep appreciation for the craft, beauty, and intellectual rigor of great literature. He was
concerned with the internal aesthetic qualities of a work — its originality, its linguistic mastery, its

imaginative scope — rather than its external social or political utility.

From this perspective, the Harold Bloom Western Canon list is a testament to the enduring power of
artistic excellence. Bloom's selections represent works that have profoundly shaped the course of literature
and continue to resonate with readers due to their intrinsic literary merit. His defense of these texts was a
defense of the very idea of literary greatness, a concept he believed was essential for cultural continuity

and intellectual vitality.

The "Anxiety of Influence" as a Critical Tool

The concept of "the anxiety of influence,"” a cornerstone of Bloom's critical theory, is also frequently cited as
a key strength of his approach to canon formation. Supporters argue that this theoretical framework
provides a powerful lens through which to understand the dynamic interplay between authors and the
literary tradition. By analyzing how writers struggled with, transformed, and ultimately surpassed their
predecessors, Bloom offered a more nuanced and insightful account of literary history than purely historical

or sociological approaches.

The Harold Bloom Western Canon list, therefore, is not merely a list of great books but a map of literary
influence and innovation. This perspective allows readers to appreciate the ongoing dialogue between
writers across centuries, understanding how new works emerge from and respond to the rich legacy of the
past. The "anxiety of influence" provides a critical tool for appreciating the creative wrestling that defines

literary progress.

The Future of the Western Canon in a Post-Bloom Era

The enduring influence of Harold Bloom and the Harold Bloom Western Canon list continues to shape
discussions about literary value, even as the concept of a fixed canon faces increasing scrutiny. In a post-
Bloom era, literary studies are increasingly grappling with the complexities of globalization, diverse
cultural perspectives, and the evolving nature of literary production. The question of what constitutes the
"Western Canon" is now being re-examined through new lenses, incorporating a wider range of voices and

traditions.



‘While Bloom's emphasis on aesthetic originality remains a powerful ideal, contemporary approaches often
seek to balance this with considerations of inclusivity, social relevance, and historical context. The future of
the Western Canon will likely involve a more expansive and fluid understanding, one that acknowledges
the contributions of writers from all backgrounds and celebrates the multifaceted nature of human
creativity. The legacy of the Harold Bloom Western Canon list serves as a crucial starting point for these

ongoing conversations.

Evolving Definitions of the Canon

The discussions surrounding the Harold Bloom Western Canon list have undoubtedly spurred a broader
evolution in how literary canons are defined and understood. Contemporary literary scholarship
increasingly favors more inclusive and diverse approaches, moving beyond the traditionally Eurocentric
and male-dominated selections. This evolution reflects a growing awareness of the limitations of earlier
canon-making efforts and a commitment to representing a wider spectrum of human experience and

literary achievement.

While Bloom’s specific list remains a significant point of reference, the future canon is likely to be more
fluid, dynamic, and representative. The ongoing dialogue between Bloom's influential work and new
critical perspectives promises to create a richer and more comprehensive understanding of literary history,
acknowledging the vast contributions of writers from all cultures and backgrounds. The conversation

initiated by the Harold Bloom Western Canon list continues to inform these developing definitions.

The Role of Digital Humanities and New Media

The digital revolution has opened up new avenues for engaging with literary texts and has begun to
influence how canons are constructed and perceived. Digital humanities initiatives, such as vast online
archives and sophisticated textual analysis tools, are enabling scholars to explore literary connections and
patterns in ways that were previously unimaginable. This technological shift has the potential to
democratize access to literature and to challenge traditional hierarchies of literary value, indirectly

impacting the way we consider works like those found in the Harold Bloom Western Canon list.

Furthermore, the rise of new media and platforms for literary expression means that the very definition of
"literature” is expanding. This broadening landscape necessitates a re-evaluation of what constitutes a canon,
potentially incorporating a wider range of genres and forms. The ongoing conversation about the Western
Canon, informed by the foundational work of figures like Harold Bloom, is now navigating these new
technological and media frontiers, leading to potentially more expansive and inclusive understandings of

literary importance.



Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of the Harold Bloom Western
Canon List

Harold Bloom’s contribution to the understanding and discourse surrounding the Western literary tradition
is undeniable. The Harold Bloom Western Canon list, though a subject of ongoing debate and revision,
remains a landmark achievement in literary criticism. His rigorous aesthetic standards, his deep
engagement with the concept of literary influence, and his passionate advocacy for the enduring power of
great literature have left an indelible mark on how we approach and value the masterpieces of Western

civilization.

While contemporary scholarship continues to broaden the scope of what is considered canonical, Bloom's
work serves as a crucial benchmark and a catalyst for critical reflection. The Harold Bloom Western Canon
list, therefore, is not just a historical document but a vital part of an ongoing conversation about literary
excellence, cultural heritage, and the ever-evolving nature of artistic achievement. Its legacy lies in its
ability to provoke thought, inspire debate, and remind us of the profound and transformative power of

literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core premise behind Harold Bloom's Western Canon list?

Harold Bloom's Western Canon list, as presented in his 1994 book "The Western Canon: The Books and
School of the Ages," argues for the enduring aesthetic and imaginative power of a select group of Western
literary works. He posits that these works, often by male authors, represent the pinnacle of literary
achievement and are essential for developing one's aesthetic sense and understanding of Western

civilization.

Why has Harold Bloom's Western Canon list become so controversial?

The list's controversy stems primarily from its perceived elitism and exclusion. Critics argue that it is
heavily biased towards canonical Western, male, and often white authors, neglecting significant
contributions from women, people of color, and non-Western traditions. This has led to debates about what

constitutes valuable literature and who gets to decide.

What are some key authors commonly found on Harold Bloom's Western
Canon list?

Key authors frequently cited as part of Bloom's Western Canon include figures like William Shakespeare,

Dante Alighieri, Geoffrey Chaucer, John Milton, William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Jane



Austen, George Eliot, Walt Whitman, and Henry James. The list emphasizes poets and novelists who

demonstrated immense originality and influence.

How has the concept of a 'canon’ in literature evolved since Bloom's list
was published?

Since Bloom's list, the concept of a literary canon has broadened considerably. There's a greater emphasis on
inclusivity, recognizing the importance of diverse voices and perspectives. Academic and literary
communities are more inclined to consider works from marginalized groups and non-Western cultures,

challenging the traditional, often Eurocentric, definition of a canon.

Despite the criticism, what value can still be found in engaging with
Harold Bloom's Western Canon list?

Despite its limitations, engaging with Bloom's Western Canon can still offer value by providing a deep dive
into foundational texts that have profoundly shaped Western thought and literary tradition. Understanding
these works can offer insights into literary history, aesthetic theory, and the development of key cultural

ideas, even while acknowledging the need for a more expansive and inclusive literary landscape.

Additional Resources

Here is a numbered list of nine book titles related to Harold Bloom's concept of the Western Canon, with

italicized numbers and titles, and short descriptions:

1. _The Odyssey_ by Homer

This epic poem recounts the arduous ten-year journey of Odysseus, king of Ithaca, as he strives to return
home after the Trojan War. It explores themes of perseverance, cunning, the relationship between mortals
and gods, and the enduring power of home and family. Bloom considered it a foundational text for Western

literature, emphasizing its influence on narrative structure and character development.

2. _The Divine Comedy_ by Dante Alighieri

A monumental allegorical poem, _The Divine Comedy_ guides the reader through Hell (Inferno),
Purgatory (Purgatorio), and Paradise (Paradiso). It presents a sweeping theological and philosophical vision
of the medieval Christian worldview, exploring sin, redemption, and divine justice. Bloom highlighted its
profound spiritual and imaginative scope, recognizing its deep impact on subsequent Western thought and

literature.

3. _Hamlet_ by William Shakespeare
This iconic tragedy centers on Prince Hamlet of Denmark, who grapples with his uncle Claudius's
usurpation of the throne and murder of his father. The play is renowned for its psychological depth,

exploring themes of revenge, mortality, madness, and the complexities of human consciousness. Bloom



frequently cited _Hamlet_ as the apex of dramatic achievement, particularly for its nuanced portrayal of a

deeply introspective protagonist.

4. _Don Quixote_ by Miguel de Cervantes

This groundbreaking novel tells the story of Alonso Quixano, a nobleman who reads so many chivalric
romances that he loses his sanity and decides to become a knight-errant. Alongside his squire, Sancho Panza,
he embarks on a series of misadventures that satirize medieval ideals and explore the nature of reality and
illusion. Bloom viewed _Don Quixote_ as a foundational work of the modern novel, lauded for its invention

of character and its meta-literary qualities.

5. _Paradise Lost_ by John Milton

This epic poem retells the biblical story of the Fall of Man, focusing on Satan's rebellion against God and
Adam and Eve's temptation in the Garden of Eden. It is celebrated for its majestic language, complex
theological arguments, and its portrayal of Satan as a compelling, albeit tragic, figure. Bloom often discussed
Milton's powerful influence on subsequent English poetry and his profound engagement with religious

and philosophical ideas.

6. _Pride and Prejudice_ by Jane Austen

This beloved novel follows the spirited Elizabeth Bennet as she navigates societal expectations, marriage,
and her complicated relationship with the proud Mr. Darcy in Regency England. It masterfully explores
themes of social class, reputation, love, and the importance of self-awareness. Bloom appreciated Austen's
sharp wit and insightful commentary on human relationships and the subtle complexities of social

interaction.

7. _Moby-Dick by Herman Melville

The novel chronicles Captain Ahab's obsessive quest for revenge against Moby Dick, the white whale that
crippled him. It delves into themes of obsession, the human struggle against nature, the nature of good and
evil, and the vastness of the unknown. Bloom recognized _Moby-Dick_ as a profound philosophical and

spiritual work, calling it a unique American epic that grapples with existential questions.

8. _Anna Karenina_ by Leo Tolstoy

This sweeping novel contrasts the tragic affair of Anna, a married aristocrat, with the philosophical and
domestic life of Levin. It explores themes of love, faith, family, social hypocrisy, and the search for meaning
in life. Bloom admired Tolstoy's unparalleled ability to capture the breadth of human experience and his

deep psychological insight into his characters.

9. The Waste Land_ by T.S. Eliot

This influential modernist poem is a fragmented and allusive exploration of spiritual desolation, cultural
decay, and the search for meaning in the aftermath of World War I. It draws heavily on mythology and
various literary traditions to depict a broken modern world. Bloom viewed _The Waste Land_ as a pivotal
work of 20th-century poetry, representing a complex and challenging engagement with the anxieties of its

time.
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