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Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig": A Groundbreaking
Novel of American Slavery and Identity

Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig" stands as a monumental, albeit long-overlooked,
achievement in American literature. Penned in 1859, it predates Harriet
Beecher Stowe's "Uncle Tom's Cabin" and holds the distinction of being the
first novel published by an African American. This remarkable work offers a
raw and unflinching autobiographical account of a young mixed-race woman's
harrowing experiences navigating the brutal realities of antebellum America.
"Our Nig" delves into the complexities of identity, the insidious nature of
prejudice, and the enduring strength of the human spirit in the face of
unimaginable adversity. By exploring the life of Frado, a fictionalized
version of Wilson herself, the novel provides crucial insights into the
often-invisible lives of free Black individuals and the deep-seated racism
they encountered even outside the direct institution of chattel slavery. This
comprehensive article will explore the historical context of "Our Nig," its
literary significance, the life of Harriet E. Wilson, and the enduring legacy
of her powerful narrative.

Introduction to Harriet E. Wilson and "Our Nig"

The Historical Landscape of Antebellum America

Unpacking the Narrative: "Our Nig" by Harriet E. Wilson

Key Themes Explored in "Our Nig"

The Significance of "Our Nig" in American Literary History

Harriet E. Wilson: The Life Behind the Landmark Novel

Reclaiming a Lost Voice: The Rediscovery of "Our Nig"

The Enduring Legacy of Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig"

The Historical Landscape of Antebellum America
and Harriet E. Wilson's Context

To fully appreciate the profound impact of Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig," it



is essential to understand the socio-political climate of the United States
in the mid-19th century. The antebellum period (roughly from the end of the
War of 1812 to the start of the Civil War in 1861) was a time of intense
division, primarily centered around the issue of slavery. While the Southern
states relied heavily on enslaved labor, the North was increasingly
industrialized and abolitionist sentiment, though not universally embraced,
was gaining momentum. Within this complex landscape, free Black people,
particularly those with mixed heritage like Harriet E. Wilson, occupied a
precarious and often dangerous position. They were not enslaved, yet they
were denied the full rights and protections afforded to white citizens.
Discrimination was pervasive, limiting access to education, employment, and
legal recourse. "Our Nig" vividly portrays the realities faced by those
straddling the color line, highlighting the pervasive hypocrisy and cruelty
that characterized this era.

The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which intensified efforts to recapture
escaped slaves and compelled citizens to assist in their return, further
amplified the anxieties of both enslaved and free Black communities. Even
free Black individuals could be kidnapped and sold into slavery. This
backdrop of legal and social oppression informs the narrative of "Our Nig"
and underscores the courage it took for Harriet E. Wilson to publish her
story. The novel offers a unique perspective, moving beyond the more common
narratives of enslaved people to explore the lived experiences of a free
Black woman facing economic hardship and racial prejudice. The societal
structures in place actively marginalized individuals like Frado, making
their survival and quest for dignity a constant struggle.

Unpacking the Narrative: "Our Nig" by Harriet
E. Wilson

"Our Nig," subtitled "Sketches from the Life of a Free Black, in a Two-Story
White House, North," presents a semi-autobiographical account of a young
Black woman named Frado. The novel opens with Frado's abandonment by her
mother and her subsequent placement with the Bellmont family, a white family
in New Hampshire. The Bellmonts, ostensibly benevolent, reveal a cruel and
exploitative nature, particularly Mrs. Bellmont, who subjects Frado to
relentless abuse, labor, and psychological torment. Frado's mixed-race
heritage is a constant source of contention and dehumanization within the
household. She is referred to as "Our Nig," a deeply derogatory term that
underscores her perceived inferiority and her status as property, even though
she is technically free.

The narrative meticulously details Frado's daily life, highlighting the
arduous chores she is forced to perform, the meager sustenance she receives,
and the emotional and physical abuse she endures. The author, Harriet E.
Wilson, uses vivid descriptions to convey the profound loneliness and
isolation Frado experiences. Despite the harsh circumstances, Frado



demonstrates remarkable resilience. She finds solace in reading and harbors
dreams of a better future, illustrating the enduring power of hope and self-
education in the face of oppression. The novel is characterized by its direct
and unvarnished prose, which avoids sentimentalism and instead focuses on the
stark realities of Frado's existence.

The plot, while episodic, follows Frado's journey from childhood through
young adulthood, detailing her attempts to find agency and escape the
oppressive environment of the Bellmont home. Her struggles are not only with
her white oppressors but also with internal conflicts stemming from her
racial identity and her desire for acceptance. The novel also touches upon
the complexities of race relations in the North, where prejudice was often
more subtle but equally damaging. "Our Nig" serves as a crucial historical
document, offering a window into the lives of those who have been
historically silenced and marginalized.

The Role of Religion and Morality in "Our Nig"

Religion and morality play a significant, albeit often hypocritical, role in
the narrative of "Our Nig." The Bellmont family, particularly Mrs. Bellmont,
frequently invokes religious platitudes and moral justifications for their
mistreatment of Frado. They present themselves as devout Christians while
simultaneously perpetrating acts of cruelty and exploitation. This stark
contrast highlights a pervasive theme in the antebellum era: the use of
religion to legitimize and uphold oppressive social structures, including
slavery and racial discrimination. Frado, despite her circumstances, often
questions the perceived righteousness of her tormentors, revealing a nascent
understanding of moral hypocrisy.

The novel subtly contrasts the superficial piety of the Bellmonts with a more
genuine, albeit unexpressed, moral compass within Frado herself. Her longing
for fairness, kindness, and dignity can be seen as an innate moral drive that
transcends the corrupted moral framework imposed upon her. The absence of
true Christian charity from those who claim it most loudly serves to critique
the selective application of religious principles based on race and social
status. "Our Nig" therefore challenges readers to consider the true meaning
of morality and compassion in a society that so readily denied it to its
Black citizens.

The Complexities of Family and Belonging

The theme of family and belonging is central to Harriet E. Wilson's "Our
Nig." Frado is effectively orphaned at a young age, with her biological
mother, Selly, a Black woman, leaving her with the white Bellmonts due to her
own inability to care for her. This abandonment sets the stage for Frado's
lifelong struggle to find a sense of home and familial connection. Within the



Bellmont household, she is treated not as a member of the family but as a
domestic servant and an outsider. The concept of family is distorted, defined
by racial hierarchy and power dynamics rather than love and mutual respect.

Frado's yearning for belonging is palpable throughout the narrative. She
observes the familial bonds that exist for others and longs for a similar
connection. Her experiences highlight the devastating impact of societal
prejudice on familial relationships, particularly for mixed-race individuals
who often belonged to neither fully. The novel explores the pain of being
perpetually on the periphery, never truly accepted or integrated into the
family unit. This quest for belonging is a driving force behind Frado's
efforts to forge her own path and create a sense of self-worth independently
of the oppressive environment she is forced to inhabit.

Key Themes Explored in "Our Nig"

"Our Nig" by Harriet E. Wilson delves into a multifaceted array of themes
that resonate deeply with the experiences of African Americans in the
antebellum period and beyond. The novel's power lies in its unflinching
examination of these critical issues, offering a perspective often absent
from mainstream historical accounts.

Racial Prejudice and Discrimination: This is arguably the most prominent
theme. The novel depicts the pervasive, insidious nature of racism, not
just in the overt brutality of slavery but in the everyday indignities
and dehumanization faced by free Black individuals. Frado's mixed-race
identity becomes a target for prejudice, leading to her constant
mistreatment.

Identity Formation: Frado's struggle to define herself in a society that
constantly attempts to impose a racialized identity upon her is a
central concern. She grapples with her dual heritage and the societal
expectations that come with it, seeking to establish a sense of self
apart from the labels applied to her.

Class and Labor Exploitation: The novel highlights how race and class
intersect to create systems of exploitation. Frado, as a young Black
girl, is subjected to harsh labor and denied fair compensation or
opportunities, showcasing the economic disparities that fueled racial
inequality.

The Illusion of Freedom in the North: Contrary to the perception of the
North as a haven from slavery, "Our Nig" reveals the systemic
discrimination and economic hardship that free Black people encountered.
It challenges the romanticized notion of Northern liberty by exposing
the subtle yet pervasive racism present there.



Resilience and Perseverance: Despite the overwhelming adversity, Frado
exhibits remarkable resilience. Her ability to endure abuse, maintain a
spirit of hope, and seek education demonstrates the enduring strength of
the human spirit in the face of profound challenges.

The Hypocrisy of American Society: The novel critiques the moral and
religious hypocrisy of many white Americans who espoused Christian
values while perpetrating acts of cruelty and injustice. Mrs. Bellmont's
outwardly pious demeanor masking her inner malice is a prime example.

The Significance of "Our Nig" in American
Literary History

"Our Nig" holds immense significance in the landscape of American literature,
primarily for its pioneering status. Published in 1859, it predates Harriet
Beecher Stowe's iconic "Uncle Tom's Cabin" by four years and is recognized as
the first novel written and published by an African American. This
groundbreaking achievement alone secures its place in literary history,
challenging the prevailing narrative that Black voices were absent from
literary discourse during this era.

Furthermore, "Our Nig" offers a distinct and vital perspective on the
antebellum South and the experiences of free Black individuals in the North.
While "Uncle Tom's Cabin" focused on the plight of enslaved people, Wilson's
novel delves into the complexities of racial identity, prejudice, and
survival for those who were legally free but still subjected to severe
discrimination. It provides an invaluable social history, offering a nuanced
portrayal of the daily struggles, emotional toll, and subtle forms of
oppression that characterized the lives of many African Americans outside the
direct bonds of chattel slavery.

The novel's rediscovery in the 20th century, largely attributed to Henry
Louis Gates Jr.'s efforts in the 1980s, has been instrumental in re-
evaluating the trajectory of African American literary traditions. Its
existence demonstrates a richer and more diverse literary heritage than
previously understood, pushing scholars to reconsider the canon and
acknowledge the contributions of writers who were historically marginalized
or overlooked. The literary merit of "Our Nig," characterized by its direct
prose and authentic depiction of hardship, further solidifies its importance
as a foundational text.

Harriet E. Wilson's Literary Innovation



Harriet E. Wilson's literary innovation lies not only in being the first
African American novelist but also in the way she approached her narrative.
"Our Nig" is a deeply personal and autobiographical work, offering an
unfiltered glimpse into the author's own experiences. This confessional
style, while common in some literary traditions, was particularly bold for an
African American woman in the 19th century, a period when such public self-
representation was fraught with risk and societal disapproval.

Wilson's narrative structure, though sometimes criticized for its episodic
nature, effectively conveys the fragmented and often unpredictable
experiences of her protagonist, Frado. The author’s direct and unadorned
prose style avoids sentimentalism, a common characteristic of many
abolitionist texts of the era. Instead, Wilson opts for a stark realism that
emphasizes the brutal truths of her subject matter. This approach allows the
reader to directly confront the harsh realities of racial prejudice and
exploitation without the mediation of overly emotional appeals. The novel's
focus on the psychological impact of abuse, the internal struggles with
identity, and the yearning for dignity showcases a sophisticated
understanding of character development and emotional depth.

Harriet E. Wilson: The Life Behind the Landmark
Novel

The life of Harriet E. Wilson remains somewhat enigmatic, adding a layer of
mystique to her groundbreaking novel. Born Harriet E. Adams in 1825 in
Fitchburg, Massachusetts, her early life was marked by abandonment and
hardship. As the novel suggests, her mother, a Black woman named Charity
Smith Adams, left her daughter with a white family, the Bellmonts, when she
was young. This act, likely driven by her own desperate circumstances, set
the stage for Wilson's deeply traumatic childhood experiences, which she
later chronicled in "Our Nig."

Wilson's life was characterized by a constant struggle for survival and
stability. She experienced periods of indentured servitude and faced the
pervasive racial discrimination that limited opportunities for Black
individuals in the North. Despite these challenges, Wilson possessed a strong
will and a desire for education and self-improvement. Information about her
life after the publication of "Our Nig" is scarce, but it is known that she
married, had children, and continued to live a life marked by financial
instability and societal marginalization.

Her marriage to Thomas Wilson, a Black man, in 1850, offered a brief period
of hope, but her life was punctuated by periods of poverty and illness. The
fact that she published "Our Nig" and actively sought to promote it, even
self-publishing in Boston, speaks volumes about her determination and her
commitment to sharing her story. The brief biographical sketch she included
at the end of the novel, intended to generate sales and support for her



family, provides a poignant glimpse into her personal circumstances and her
motivations for writing.

Challenges and Triumphs in Wilson's Personal Life

Harriet E. Wilson’s personal life was a testament to the immense challenges
faced by African Americans in the 19th century. From her earliest years, she
was thrust into a precarious existence, marked by abandonment and the
subsequent exploitation she endured within the Bellmont household. These
early experiences of hardship and the constant sting of racial prejudice
shaped her worldview and undoubtedly fueled the creation of "Our Nig."

Despite these profound difficulties, Wilson demonstrated remarkable
resilience and agency. Her decision to publish a novel, a highly public and
often risky endeavor for a Black woman of her time, was a significant
triumph. It was an act of defiance against a society that sought to silence
and marginalize her. The very act of writing and disseminating "Our Nig" was
a powerful assertion of her voice and her humanity. While the financial
success of the book was not substantial enough to lift her out of poverty,
the act of creation and publication itself represented a significant personal
victory against overwhelming odds.

Reclaiming a Lost Voice: The Rediscovery of
"Our Nig"

For over a century, Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig" remained largely forgotten,
its significance obscured by the passage of time and the prevailing
historical narratives. The novel was out of print, and biographical
information about its author was scarce, leading to its exclusion from
mainstream literary histories and African American literary studies. This
period of obscurity meant that a crucial voice in American literature was
silenced, and a vital perspective on the antebellum experience was lost to a
wider audience.

The turning point came in the early 1980s when literary scholar Henry Louis
Gates Jr. rediscovered "Our Nig." Gates's extensive research and his
conviction that "Our Nig" was the first novel by an African American ignited
renewed interest in the work. His efforts led to the book's republication by
Harvard University Press in 1983, complete with a detailed introduction that
provided crucial historical context and biographical information about
Harriet E. Wilson. This rediscovery was monumental, not only for restoring
"Our Nig" to its rightful place in literary history but also for
fundamentally altering the understanding of African American literary
traditions.



The republication of "Our Nig" sparked a wave of scholarly attention, leading
to critical analyses, re-evaluations, and a deeper appreciation for Wilson's
contributions. It opened up new avenues of research into previously
overlooked Black writers and broadened the scope of what was considered
foundational to African American literature. The reclaiming of this lost
voice represented a significant step forward in recognizing and celebrating
the full breadth of African American literary achievement.

The Role of Henry Louis Gates Jr. in "Our Nig's"
Revival

Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s contribution to the rediscovery and revival of
Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig" cannot be overstated. As a prominent African
American literary scholar and historian, Gates dedicated himself to
uncovering and preserving the literary heritage of Black Americans. His
meticulous research led him to unearth copies of "Our Nig," which had fallen
into obscurity.

Gates's pivotal role involved not only finding the book but also recognizing
its profound historical and literary significance. He correctly identified it
as the first novel published by an African American, predating other works
that had previously held this distinction. His subsequent introduction to the
1983 Harvard University Press edition provided essential context, including
biographical details about Harriet E. Wilson and an analysis of the novel's
themes and its place within the broader landscape of American literature.

Through his scholarly work, Gates brought "Our Nig" and its author back into
the academic and public consciousness. His efforts were instrumental in
prompting critical engagement with Wilson's text, leading to its inclusion in
literary curricula and scholarly discussions. The revival of "Our Nig" is a
direct testament to Gates's dedication to excavating and celebrating Black
literary voices that had been historically marginalized or forgotten.

The Enduring Legacy of Harriet E. Wilson's "Our
Nig"

The legacy of Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig" continues to resonate powerfully
in contemporary society. More than just a historical artifact, the novel
serves as a vital testament to the resilience and literary contributions of
African Americans, particularly Black women, during a period of intense
oppression. Its rediscovery has fundamentally reshaped our understanding of
African American literary history, proving that Black voices were present and
creating impactful literature long before their widespread recognition.



The novel's exploration of themes such as racial prejudice, identity, and the
struggle for self-definition remains profoundly relevant. Frado's experiences
of marginalization, her quest for dignity, and her enduring hope in the face
of adversity mirror the ongoing challenges faced by marginalized communities
today. "Our Nig" compels readers to confront the persistent nature of
systemic racism and to appreciate the courage it takes to assert one's
humanity in an unjust world.

Furthermore, "Our Nig" stands as an inspiration for contemporary writers and
scholars, encouraging a continued effort to unearth and celebrate overlooked
narratives. It underscores the importance of diverse perspectives in
understanding the American experience and highlights the ongoing work
required to ensure that all voices are heard and valued. Harriet E. Wilson's
enduring legacy lies not only in her pioneering literary achievement but also
in the timeless relevance of her story and its power to illuminate the human
spirit.

Conclusion: Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig" - A
Cornerstone of American Literature

Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig" occupies a pivotal position in American
literary history as the first novel penned and published by an African
American. This remarkable work, rediscovered and brought back into critical
discourse, offers an unflinching, autobiographical account of the author's
tumultuous childhood and adolescence as a mixed-race girl navigating the
pervasive racism and prejudice of antebellum America. Through the character
of Frado, Wilson masterfully explores themes of identity, exploitation,
resilience, and the hypocrisies of a society that claimed freedom while
perpetuating profound injustice. The novel's direct prose and honest
portrayal of hardship provide invaluable insights into the lived experiences
of Black individuals in the North, challenging simplistic narratives of
freedom and equality. The enduring legacy of Harriet E. Wilson's "Our Nig"
lies not only in its groundbreaking status but also in its timeless
relevance, continuing to speak to the ongoing struggles for racial justice
and the enduring power of the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Our Nig' and why is it considered
significant?
'Our Nig' is an autobiographical novel by Harriet E. Wilson, first published
in 1859. It is considered highly significant as one of the earliest, if not
the earliest, novels published by an African American woman in the United



States. It offers a stark and personal account of the harsh realities of
slavery and racism through the eyes of its protagonist, Alfrado.

Who was Harriet E. Wilson?
Harriet E. Wilson (born Harriet E. Jacobs, not to be confused with Harriet
Jacobs the author of 'Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl') was an American
writer and abolitionist. She is primarily known for 'Our Nig,' a work that
drew from her own difficult experiences.

What is the plot of 'Our Nig'?
The novel follows the life of Alfrado, a young woman of mixed race who is
orphaned and taken in by a cruel white family in the North. She endures
extreme hardship, abuse, and social ostracization due to her race and status
as an indentured servant. The story details her struggles for survival and
eventual escape from her oppressive circumstances.

What makes 'Our Nig' a groundbreaking work?
Its groundbreaking status comes from its publication date and authorship. It
predates other well-known African American literary works and is notable for
being written by a Black woman at a time when Black voices, especially female
ones, were largely silenced and excluded from mainstream literature.

Was 'Our Nig' widely read or recognized during
Wilson's lifetime?
No, 'Our Nig' was not widely recognized or successful during Harriet E.
Wilson's lifetime. It sold very few copies, and the author struggled
financially, even resorting to selling copies herself door-to-door. The novel
largely faded into obscurity for over a century.

When was 'Our Nig' rediscovered and why?
'Our Nig' was rediscovered in the early 1980s by literary scholar Henry Louis
Gates Jr. He found a copy in the Boston Public Library and recognized its
historical and literary importance, bringing it back to public attention and
scholarly study.

What themes are explored in 'Our Nig'?
The novel explores themes of racism, slavery (even in the North, through
indentured servitude and prejudice), identity, childhood abuse, resilience,
and the search for freedom and belonging. It highlights the hypocrisy of
Northern society and the lingering effects of slavery.



Is 'Our Nig' considered fiction or autobiography?
While often referred to as an autobiographical novel, 'Our Nig' is classified
as fiction. Harriet E. Wilson herself described it as a 'fictional narrative'
meant to illustrate the 'prejudices of the civilized against the colored
portion of the inhabitants of the United States.' However, it is widely
accepted that the novel draws heavily from her own life experiences.

How does 'Our Nig' compare to other slave narratives
of its time?
Unlike many slave narratives that focus on the South, 'Our Nig' details the
experiences of a Black person in the North, challenging the common perception
that racism and oppression were solely Southern issues. It also offers a more
nuanced portrayal of childhood trauma and the complexities of family
relationships within oppressive systems.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Harriet E. Wilson's Our Nig, with
descriptions:

1. The Bondwoman's Narrative by Hannah Crafts.
This rediscovered narrative offers a fictionalized account of a formerly
enslaved woman's journey to freedom and self-discovery. Like Our Nig, it
provides a rare first-person perspective on the experiences of African
Americans, exploring themes of identity and resilience during the antebellum
period. The novel details the protagonist's escape from a cruel mistress and
her quest for education and independence. It stands as another crucial voice
from a period where Black women's stories were often silenced.

2. Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs.
Jacobs' autobiography vividly portrays the hardships and dehumanization faced
by enslaved women in the South. It shares with Our Nig a raw and unflinching
depiction of abuse and the desperate measures taken to survive and protect
oneself. The book highlights the particular vulnerabilities of enslaved women
to sexual exploitation and the complex moral choices they had to make. It
remains a foundational text for understanding the intersection of race and
gender in American slavery.

3. The Narrative of Sojourner Truth as told by Frances W. Titus.
This spiritual autobiography recounts the life of the powerful abolitionist
and women's rights advocate. Truth's journey from enslavement to activism, as
documented here, echoes the quest for freedom and agency found in Our Nig.
Her famous "Ain't I a Woman?" speech is a testament to the strength and
intelligence of Black women. The narrative underscores the importance of
faith and perseverance in overcoming immense adversity.

4. Clotel, or, The President's Daughter by William Wells Brown.



This pioneering novel tells the story of the fictional daughters of Thomas
Jefferson and a Black enslaved woman. Brown's work, like Wilson's, confronts
the brutal realities of slavery and its impact on family structures,
particularly for mixed-race individuals. It explores themes of racial
passing, social injustice, and the yearning for liberation. Clotel is a
significant early example of African American literature that uses fiction to
critique the institution of slavery.

5. The Trials of Phillis Wheatley by Vincent Carretta.
This biography examines the life and legacy of Phillis Wheatley, the first
published African American poet. Wheatley’s journey from enslavement to
intellectual acclaim shares a common thread with Our Nig in showcasing the
intellectual capabilities and resilience of Black individuals against
oppressive systems. The book delves into the societal context that both
celebrated and scrutinized her achievements. It highlights the struggle for
recognition and validation within a racist society.

6. Freedom's Mirror: White Household Slaves in the Antebellum South by Alena
P. Wallace.
This historical study explores the often-overlooked experiences of enslaved
people who worked within white households. While not a narrative, it provides
crucial contextual background to the domestic servitude depicted in Our Nig.
The book sheds light on the power dynamics and daily interactions between
enslavers and the enslaved in intimate settings. It helps readers understand
the specific vulnerabilities and strategies employed by those laboring within
homes.

7. The Colored Contributor: The African American Press and the Transatlantic
World by Jennifer Ruth Hosseini.
This work examines the vital role of the African American press in shaping
discourse on race, freedom, and identity. It provides a broader context for
understanding the social and intellectual landscape in which Our Nig was
published and received. The book illustrates how Black writers and
publications sought to counter racist narratives and advocate for their
communities. It underscores the importance of independent Black media in the
fight for equality.

8. North of Reconstruction: Black Life Before the Civil War edited by Tera W.
Hunter and Walter Johnson.
This collection of essays offers diverse perspectives on the lives of Black
people in the North during the antebellum era. It provides a valuable
counterpoint to narratives focusing solely on the South and situates Our
Nig's New England setting within a broader national context. The essays
explore the complexities of freedom, citizenship, and resistance for Black
communities outside the slave states. It helps illuminate the varied
experiences of Black Americans leading up to the Civil War.

9. The Cambridge Companion to Slave Narratives edited by Charles T. Davis and
Henry Louis Gates Jr.
This collection of essays provides critical analysis and historical context
for a wide range of slave narratives, including Our Nig. It explores the



literary conventions, ideological purposes, and historical significance of
these autobiographical accounts. The companion helps readers understand the
genre's development and its role in the abolitionist movement. It offers deep
insights into the challenges and triumphs of writing from the perspective of
enslaved and formerly enslaved individuals.
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