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Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins: A Deep Dive into a Beloved Holiday Tale

Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins: A Timeless Tale of Courage

and Holiday Spirit

The holiday season often brings with it cherished traditions and stories that resonate with families year

after year. Among these, "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" stands out as a uniquely captivating

narrative that blends humor, adventure, and the enduring spirit of Hanukkah. This beloved children's

book, penned by Eric A. Kimmel and illustrated by the masterful mosaic art of Trina Schart Hyman,

has become a staple for many during the Festival of Lights. It tells the story of Hershel, a clever

traveler who stumbles upon a village cursed by Hanukkah goblins, preventing the celebration of the

holiday. Hershel's determination to outsmart these mischievous creatures and restore the joy of

Hanukkah to the villagers forms the heart of this engaging tale. This comprehensive article will explore

the origins of "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins," delve into its rich themes, analyze the iconic

characters, and discuss its lasting impact on holiday storytelling. We will also examine why this

particular Hanukkah story continues to capture the imagination of readers of all ages, exploring its

deeper meanings and its place in the broader context of Jewish literature and holiday traditions.
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Understanding the Magic of Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins

The enduring appeal of "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" lies in its perfect blend of wit, adventure,

and authentic holiday spirit. It’s more than just a children’s story; it’s a testament to perseverance and

the power of human ingenuity in the face of adversity. The narrative masterfully captures the essence

of Hanukkah – a celebration of light, miracles, and freedom – while introducing a playful yet formidable

challenge in the form of the titular goblins. The story doesn't shy away from the darker, more

superstitious elements that can be associated with folklore, but it always anchors itself in hope and the

eventual triumph of good over the forces that seek to extinguish joy. This balance makes "Hershel and

the Hanukkah Goblins" a compelling read that engages both children and adults, offering layers of



meaning that can be appreciated at different stages of life. The story’s ability to evoke a sense of

wonder and the thrill of overcoming obstacles makes it a beloved part of the Hanukkah celebration for

many.

The Genesis of a Holiday Classic: Authorship and Inspiration

for Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins

The creation of "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" is rooted in the rich tradition of Jewish storytelling

and folklore. Eric A. Kimmel, the author, is renowned for his ability to adapt and retell traditional Jewish

tales for contemporary audiences. His inspiration for this particular story likely draws from various

Eastern European Jewish folktales that often feature clever protagonists outwitting supernatural beings

or overcoming formidable challenges. The character of Hershel is a classic archetype of the "wise fool"

or the resourceful wanderer who uses his intelligence and quick wit to navigate difficult situations.

Kimmel’s knack for weaving humor and suspense into a narrative that remains accessible to young

readers is a key factor in the book's success. The story’s publication in 1987 introduced a fresh

perspective on Hanukkah narratives, moving beyond purely historical or religious accounts to embrace

a more fantastical and engaging storyline.

Eric A. Kimmel: A Master of Jewish Folklore

Eric A. Kimmel has dedicated a significant portion of his literary career to preserving and sharing

Jewish culture through his captivating stories. His background and deep understanding of Jewish

traditions have enabled him to imbue his books with authenticity and a sense of cultural heritage. He

has a remarkable talent for taking ancient stories and making them feel fresh and relevant to modern

readers. "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" is a prime example of his skill in adapting folkloric

elements into a cohesive and entertaining narrative, ensuring that Jewish stories continue to be a

vibrant part of children's literature.



The Role of Folklore in Hanukkah Stories

While Hanukkah is fundamentally a historical and religious festival commemorating the rededication of

the Second Temple, its storytelling tradition also encompasses a rich tapestry of folklore. These tales

often serve to explain or embellish the core events, introducing elements of magic, wonder, and

human resilience. "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" taps into this rich vein of folklore, presenting a

scenario that, while fantastical, captures a spirit of struggle and eventual victory that resonates with the

historical context of Hanukkah. The goblins represent the obstacles and the forces that sought to

suppress Jewish identity and practice, making Hershel’s triumph a metaphor for the perseverance of

the Jewish people.

Unpacking the Narrative: Plot Summary and Key Events in

Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins

"Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" unfolds with Hershel, a weary traveler, arriving at a village on the

eve of Hanukkah, only to find it gripped by fear. The villagers explain that for years, Hanukkah goblins

have plagued them, stealing their latkes, extinguishing their menorahs, and generally disrupting the

holiday. They have even forbidden the lighting of the Hanukkah candles, fearing the goblins' wrath.

Desperate for a place to stay and a meal, Hershel, a clever man with a reputation for outsmarting even

the most fearsome creatures, promises to confront the goblins and restore Hanukkah to the village.

The story then follows Hershel as he bravely faces the goblins, using his wit and a series of

challenges to defeat them and ensure the proper celebration of the Festival of Lights.

Hershel's Arrival and the Village's Plight

The initial scenes set the stage for the story’s conflict. Hershel’s arrival in the desolate village paints a

picture of a community robbed of its joy. The absence of Hanukkah celebrations is palpable,



highlighting the impact of the goblins' reign of terror. The villagers' fear and resignation underscore the

daunting task that Hershel has set for himself, immediately establishing him as a hero in the making.

The Confrontation with the Hanukkah Goblins

The core of the narrative revolves around Hershel's encounters with the Hanukkah goblins. These are

not your typical Halloween spooky figures; they are mischievous, greedy, and possess a certain crude

power that makes them a genuine threat to the holiday’s observances. Hershel's strategy involves

outmaneuvering them in a series of tests, often involving logic, cleverness, and an understanding of

the goblins' own weaknesses. Each confrontation builds suspense and showcases Hershel's increasing

confidence and resourcefulness.

Restoring the Hanukkah Celebration

The climax of the story sees Hershel successfully defeating the goblins, or at least convincing them to

leave the village in peace. This victory allows the villagers to finally celebrate Hanukkah with the

candles, the songs, and the traditional foods. The restoration of the holiday symbolizes the return of

joy, hope, and community spirit to the village, bringing the narrative to a satisfying and heartwarming

conclusion.

Characters that Shine: Exploring Hershel and the Hanukkah

Goblins

The success of "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" is significantly driven by its memorable

characters, particularly Hershel himself and the titular Hanukkah goblins. Hershel is more than just a

protagonist; he embodies the spirit of resilience and cleverness that is often celebrated in Jewish



folklore. The goblins, on the other hand, are portrayed with a mischievous, almost comical, yet

undeniably intimidating presence, serving as formidable antagonists.

Hershel: The Clever and Courageous Protagonist

Hershel is the heart of the story. He is not physically imposing, nor does he possess magical powers.

Instead, his strength lies in his sharp intellect, his unwavering courage, and his deep respect for

tradition. He is a wanderer, a man who has seen much of the world, and his experiences have

equipped him with the wisdom to face seemingly insurmountable odds. His determination to see

Hanukkah celebrated, even in the face of goblin threats, makes him an inspiring figure for readers.

The Hanukkah Goblins: Mischievous and Menacing Antagonists

The Hanukkah goblins are a unique creation, specifically tied to the holiday. They are depicted as

crude, smelly, and greedy creatures whose sole purpose seems to be the disruption of Hanukkah.

Their actions – stealing food, extinguishing lights, and generally causing chaos – represent the forces

that try to undermine Jewish traditions and joy. Despite their malevolent intent, Kimmel imbues them

with enough character to be both frightening and, in a way, a bit absurd, making their defeat all the

more satisfying. They are not simply evil; they are obstacles that require cleverness to overcome.

Themes Woven into the Fabric of the Story

"Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with the spirit of

Hanukkah and universal human experiences. These themes contribute to its enduring popularity and

its ability to be enjoyed by audiences of various ages and backgrounds.



Courage in the Face of Fear

A central theme is the importance of courage, particularly when confronting fear and adversity.

Hershel, despite being outnumbered and facing supernatural beings, does not succumb to despair. His

bravery in facing the Hanukkah goblins inspires the villagers to overcome their own fear and

participate in the celebration.

The Power of Wit and Ingenuity

The story emphasizes that strength doesn't always come from brute force. Hershel's intelligence and

ability to think quickly are his greatest assets. He outsmarts the goblins through cleverness and

negotiation, highlighting how ingenuity can be a powerful tool for overcoming challenges. This is a

recurring motif in many Jewish folktales, where protagonists use their minds to triumph.

Restoring Joy and Tradition

Ultimately, the narrative is about the restoration of joy and the importance of upholding traditions,

especially during holidays. The Hanukkah goblins have stolen the celebration from the village, and

Hershel's mission is to bring back the light, the songs, and the communal spirit of Hanukkah. This

theme underscores the significance of cultural and religious practices in maintaining community identity

and well-being.

Perseverance and Hope

Hershel’s unwavering commitment to his task, despite the obstacles, demonstrates the virtue of

perseverance. He never gives up, even when the odds seem stacked against him. This persistence



instills a sense of hope, both for the characters within the story and for the readers, showing that even

in dark times, a glimmer of hope can lead to a brighter outcome.

The Artistry of Trina Schart Hyman: Bringing the Goblins to Life

The illustrations in "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" are as integral to its success as the text. Trina

Schart Hyman, a celebrated children's book illustrator, brought a unique and powerful visual style to

the story, perfectly capturing the mood and characters. Her distinctive use of mosaic art and rich,

detailed imagery has earned widespread acclaim and has become synonymous with this beloved tale.

Hyman's Unique Artistic Style

Trina Schart Hyman was known for her ability to create atmospheric and emotionally resonant

illustrations. Her work often possesses a dreamlike quality, imbued with deep colors and intricate

details. For "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins," she employed a style that was both magical and

grounded, making the fantastical elements of the story feel tangible.

Depicting the Hanukkah Goblins Visually

Hyman’s interpretation of the Hanukkah goblins is particularly noteworthy. She depicted them not as

terrifying monsters, but as grotesque, vaguely menacing, yet ultimately pitiable creatures. Their

appearance, often rendered in earthy tones with mischievous expressions, perfectly balances their role

as antagonists with the story’s overall tone of lighthearted adventure. Her artistry visually

communicates their disruptive nature without making them overly frightening for young readers, a

difficult but crucial balance to strike.



Creating the Atmosphere of the Village

Beyond the characters, Hyman’s illustrations masterfully create the atmosphere of the beleaguered

village. The contrast between the somber, fear-filled scenes and the eventual joyous Hanukkah

celebrations is visually striking. Her detailed renderings of the village setting and the celebratory

moments add depth and visual richness to the narrative, enhancing the reader's immersion in

Hershel’s journey.

Why "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" Endures

The lasting appeal of "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" can be attributed to several key factors that

continue to resonate with audiences. It's a story that offers more than just holiday entertainment; it

provides valuable lessons and a unique perspective on cultural traditions.

Relatability of the Hero's Journey

Hershel’s journey is a classic hero's narrative. He is an outsider who arrives in a community in need

and uses his unique skills to solve their problems. This archetypal structure makes the story

universally appealing, as readers can easily identify with the protagonist’s struggle and root for his

success. The challenges he faces, though fantastical, represent common human experiences of

overcoming obstacles.

The Blend of Humor and Suspense

Kimmel’s writing expertly balances humor with moments of genuine suspense. The Hanukkah goblins

are funny in their grotesqueness and their demands, but they also pose a real threat to the holiday.



This blend keeps readers engaged, eager to see how Hershel will navigate the next encounter and

how he will ultimately triumph. The clever dialogue and Hershel’s witty retorts add further layers of

enjoyment.

A Unique Hanukkah Story

While many Hanukkah stories focus on the historical miracle of the Maccabees or the lighting of the

menorah, "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" offers a different kind of Hanukkah narrative. It leans

into the folklore and imaginative aspects of holiday storytelling, providing a fresh and exciting

adventure that complements more traditional tales. It celebrates the spirit of Hanukkah through action

and ingenuity, making it a distinctive addition to holiday reading lists.

"Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" and Jewish Cultural

Representation

In the realm of children's literature, authentic and engaging cultural representation is paramount.

"Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" has played a significant role in this regard, offering a portrayal of

Jewish life and folklore that is both respectful and accessible.

Authenticity in Jewish Folklore

Eric A. Kimmel’s careful adaptation of traditional Jewish folktales ensures that the story retains a

sense of cultural authenticity. The character of Hershel, the clever protagonist, and the presence of

supernatural, albeit mischievous, beings are elements deeply rooted in Ashkenazi Jewish folklore. This

provides readers, particularly those from Jewish backgrounds, with a connection to their heritage.



Accessible Introduction to Jewish Culture

For non-Jewish readers, "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" serves as an accessible and enjoyable

introduction to aspects of Jewish culture and tradition. By presenting Hanukkah through a fantastical

lens, the story demystifies the holiday and highlights its universal themes of light, perseverance, and

community, making it relatable to a broader audience.

Positive Role Models in Literature

Hershel stands as a positive role model in literature, showcasing intelligence, courage, and a deep

commitment to cultural practices. In a world where diverse representation is increasingly valued,

stories like this are crucial for ensuring that children from all backgrounds can see themselves and

their traditions reflected positively in the stories they read.

Adapting the Tale: From Book to Stage

The strong narrative and engaging characters of "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" have lent

themselves well to adaptations, most notably in theatrical productions. These adaptations allow the

story to reach new audiences and experience the magic in a live setting.

Theatrical Performances

Many theaters and performing arts groups, particularly those focused on children's programming or

Jewish cultural events, have adapted "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" for the stage. These

productions often involve creative staging and costuming to bring Hershel and the goblins to life,

offering an interactive and immersive experience for young audiences.



Educational Adaptations

Beyond professional theater, the story has also been adapted for school plays and educational

programs. These adaptations often simplify the narrative slightly to fit younger performers and provide

opportunities for children to engage directly with the story's themes and characters, reinforcing the

messages of courage and tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions about Hershel and the Hanukkah

Goblins

Here are some commonly asked questions regarding "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins":

Who wrote "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins"? The book was written by Eric A. Kimmel.

Who illustrated "Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins"? The book was illustrated by Trina Schart

Hyman.

What is the main plot of the story? The story is about a traveler named Hershel who must

defeat Hanukkah goblins to restore the holiday celebration to a fearful village.

What are Hanukkah goblins? In the story, they are mischievous, greedy creatures that disrupt

Hanukkah celebrations.

What themes does the book explore? Key themes include courage, wit, perseverance, and the

importance of tradition and community joy.

Is the story based on a traditional folktale? Yes, it is inspired by traditional Jewish folklore,



particularly tales featuring clever protagonists outwitting supernatural beings.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Hershel and the Hanukkah

Goblins

"Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins" has firmly established itself as a cherished classic in the

landscape of Hanukkah literature and children's storytelling. Through Eric A. Kimmel's masterful prose

and Trina Schart Hyman's evocative illustrations, the tale of Hershel's bravery and wit in the face of

the mischievous Hanukkah goblins continues to captivate readers. The story’s enduring appeal lies in

its universal themes of courage, cleverness, and the importance of preserving tradition and joy,

especially during the Festival of Lights. Hershel’s triumph over the goblins serves as a powerful

reminder of resilience and the ability of an individual, armed with intelligence and determination, to

overcome adversity and restore celebration to a community. This beloved book not only entertains but

also subtly educates about the spirit of Hanukkah and the rich tapestry of Jewish folklore, ensuring its

place as a treasured holiday tradition for generations to come. The legacy of Hershel and the

Hanukkah goblins is a testament to the power of a well-told story to bring light and happiness, year

after year.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central conflict in 'Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins'?

The central conflict is Hershel of Ostropol's struggle against the King of the Goblins, who has cursed

the village's Hanukkah celebrations and is preventing them from lighting the menorah.



Who is Hershel of Ostropol and what is his role in the story?

Hershel is a clever and resourceful trickster figure, a wanderer who arrives in a village plagued by the

Hanukkah Goblins. He takes on the challenge of outsmarting the goblins and restoring Hanukkah to

the village.

What are the Hanukkah Goblins and what do they do?

The Hanukkah Goblins are malevolent creatures who hate joy and light, particularly the light of the

Hanukkah menorah. They actively work to disrupt the holiday, stealing the shamash, extinguishing the

candles, and generally spreading gloom and despair.

What is the significance of the shamash in the story?

The shamash, the helper candle used to light the other candles on the menorah, is a key symbol. Its

theft by the goblins represents the suppression of Hanukkah's light and joy, and its recovery is crucial

to the holiday's observance.

How does Hershel defeat the King of the Goblins?

Hershel uses his wit and cleverness, rather than brute force. He outsmarts the King of the Goblins by

fulfilling a series of seemingly impossible tasks, ultimately tricking the King into allowing Hanukkah to

be celebrated.

What themes are explored in 'Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins'?

The story explores themes of courage in the face of adversity, the power of wit and intelligence, the

importance of tradition and community, and the triumph of light and joy over darkness and despair.

Why is this story particularly relevant during the Hanukkah season?

It's relevant because it directly engages with the traditions and spirit of Hanukkah, personifying the

struggles that might attempt to dim its light and celebrating the resilience and joy associated with the

holiday.



What makes 'Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins' a popular Hanukkah

story?

Its blend of humor, adventure, and Jewish folklore, along with a relatable protagonist who overcomes

seemingly insurmountable odds, makes it a beloved and enduring story for families celebrating

Hanukkah.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins, with descriptions:

1. The Night of the Goblins' Feast

This story follows a brave young girl who stumbles upon a secret gathering of the very Hanukkah

Goblins Hershel encountered. She must use her wit and courage to understand their strange traditions

and ensure the goblins' mischief doesn't ruin her village's holiday. It explores themes of understanding

and coexistence, showing that even fearsome creatures have their own ways.

2. The Latke Labyrinth

A mischievous group of younger goblins, inspired by the legends of Hershel's adventures, create a

treacherous maze made entirely of latkes. A group of children must navigate the delicious but

disorienting labyrinth to retrieve a stolen menorah before the last night of Hanukkah. The book focuses

on problem-solving and teamwork in a fantastical culinary setting.

3. Hershel's Second Chance

Years after his encounter with the Hanukkah Goblins, Hershel is older but the goblins have returned,

this time with a more organized plan to disrupt the holiday. Hershel must rally the villagers and use his

past experiences to outsmart the more cunning and numerous goblin horde. This sequel delves into

the enduring nature of traditions and the importance of vigilance.

4. The Mystery of the Missing Dreidels



When all the dreidels in the town disappear just before the Hanukkah games, suspicion falls on the

local goblins. A clever detective, inspired by the ingenuity Hershel displayed, sets out to uncover the

truth. This mystery-tinged tale highlights deduction and the possibility of misinterpretation when dealing

with the unknown.

5. Golina's Gift

Golina, one of the younger goblins from Hershel's tale, feels remorse for her kind's past actions and

decides to secretly help the human village. She leaves behind small, enchanted gifts that help restore

holiday spirit and mend fences. This heartwarming story explores themes of redemption and the power

of individual kindness, even from unexpected sources.

6. The Chanukah Goblins' Cookbook

This whimsical cookbook offers a glimpse into the culinary world of the Hanukkah Goblins, filled with

recipes for magically enhanced latkes, sufganiyot, and other festive treats. It includes playful stories

and illustrations that hint at the goblins' mischievous origins and motivations. It’s a fun, thematic

addition for anyone who enjoyed the food and folklore of the original story.

7. The Secret of the Shamash's Spark

A vital component of the menorah, the shamash, goes missing, threatening to extinguish the Hanukkah

lights. Hershel, now an elder, must rely on the memory of his past trials and the wisdom gained to find

the shamash before the holiday is plunged into darkness. This adventure emphasizes the importance

of light, hope, and the ongoing struggle against forces that seek to diminish it.

8. When the Goblins Danced

This vibrant picture book imagines a night when the Hanukkah Goblins, instead of being a threat, are

drawn to the joy of Hanukkah and decide to join the celebration in their own peculiar way. The story

focuses on embracing differences and finding common ground, showing how even chaos can become

part of the merriment. It’s a celebration of the holiday’s magic and unexpected delights.

9. Hershel and the Goblins' Secret Language

Hershel discovers that the Hanukkah Goblins communicate through a series of riddles and chants. He



dedicates himself to learning their language, hoping to negotiate peace and understanding. This book

is a linguistic adventure, exploring how communication can bridge even the most daunting divides and

foster empathy.
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