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The history of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is a rich tapestry woven with
threads of brotherhood, academic achievement, racial uplift, and unwavering
commitment to service. Founded on the campus of Cornell University, this
esteemed organization has grown from its humble beginnings into a global
force, shaping the lives of influential African American men and leaving an
indelible mark on society. Understanding the history of Alpha Phi Alpha is
crucial for appreciating its enduring legacy and its pivotal role in
advancing the cause of Black men in America and beyond. This comprehensive
exploration will delve into the foundational principles, the founding
members, the challenges faced, the significant milestones, and the lasting
impact of this historic fraternity, providing a detailed narrative of the
history of Alpha Phi Alpha.
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The Genesis of Alpha Phi Alpha: The Need for
Brotherhood

The late 19th and early 20th centuries marked a period of significant racial
and social upheaval for African Americans in the United States. Despite
facing widespread discrimination and limited opportunities, there was a
growing aspiration among Black college students for intellectual, social, and
spiritual development. At Cornell University, a group of ambitious young men
recognized the absence of a supportive fraternity that catered specifically
to their needs and aspirations. The prevailing social climate often excluded
Black students from existing fraternities, creating a void that needed to be



filled. This void fostered a profound need for a brotherhood that would
provide mutual uplift, foster academic excellence, and champion the cause of
racial advancement. The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is rooted in this pressing
need for solidarity and empowerment among Black collegiate men.

The idea for a new fraternity began to take shape in the minds of several
students who were disillusioned with the existing social structures. They
envisioned an organization that would not only offer the camaraderie and
support typically found in fraternities but would also serve as a beacon of
hope and progress for their community. This nascent idea was fueled by a
shared commitment to personal growth, academic achievement, and a broader
mission of uplifting the race. The historical context of segregation and
prejudice made the creation of such an organization even more critical. The
founders understood that collective strength and a unified voice were
essential for navigating the challenges they faced and for forging a brighter
future. The early discussions and planning sessions laid the groundwork for
what would become the first intercollegiate fraternity founded for African
American men.

The founders were acutely aware of the importance of education as a pathway
to empowerment. They sought to create an environment that encouraged
intellectual pursuits, fostered leadership skills, and celebrated scholastic
achievement. This focus on academic excellence would become a cornerstone of
the fraternity's identity and mission. Beyond academics, they also recognized
the psychological and social impact of racial prejudice. They desired a space
where Black men could build strong bonds of brotherhood, free from the
external pressures and limitations imposed by society. This desire for a
supportive and nurturing environment was a primary driver in the
establishment of Alpha Phi Alpha. The early history of Alpha Phi Alpha is a
testament to the foresight and determination of its founders in addressing
these critical needs.

The Founding Members: Seven Visionaries

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is intrinsically linked to the vision and
dedication of its seven illustrious founders, often referred to as the "Seven
Jewels." These men, united by their shared aspirations and commitment, laid
the foundation for an organization that would transcend generations. Their
individual backgrounds and intellectual prowess contributed to the robust and
enduring principles of the fraternity. Each founder brought a unique
perspective and a profound desire to create a lasting legacy of brotherhood
and service. Their collective courage and foresight in establishing Alpha Phi
Alpha are celebrated annually, recognizing their pivotal role in shaping this
historic institution.



Jewel Henry Arthur Callis

Henry Arthur Callis, a medical doctor by profession, was a man of great
intellect and dedication. His vision for Alpha Phi Alpha included a strong
emphasis on social responsibility and upliftment. He was instrumental in
shaping the fraternity's early vision for community engagement and its
commitment to improving the lives of African Americans. His contributions
were vital in establishing a moral and ethical compass for the fraternity.

Jewel Charles Henry Chapman

Charles Henry Chapman, an educator, brought a passion for learning and
intellectual development to the fraternity's founding. His commitment to
academic excellence was a driving force in the early years, encouraging
scholarly pursuits among the fraternity's members. He believed that education
was a powerful tool for liberation and advancement.

Jewel Eugene Kinckle Jones

Eugene Kinckle Jones, a visionary leader and administrator, played a crucial
role in the organizational structure and early growth of Alpha Phi Alpha. He
was a tireless advocate for the fraternity's mission and was instrumental in
its expansion. His leadership skills were essential in navigating the
complexities of establishing a new collegiate organization.

Jewel George Lyle, Sr.

George Lyle, Sr., a talented athlete and scholar, embodied the spirit of
balanced achievement that Alpha Phi Alpha sought to cultivate. He was known
for his strong character and his commitment to both academic and athletic
excellence. His presence brought a dimension of athletic prowess and
camaraderie to the fraternity.

Jewel Nathaniel Allison Murray

Nathaniel Allison Murray, often referred to as the "first founder," was a key
architect in conceptualizing and bringing the fraternity into existence. His
dedication and hard work were fundamental in initiating the process of
formation. He was a driving force behind the early organizational efforts and
the establishment of the fraternity's charter.

Jewel Robert Harold Ogle

Robert Harold Ogle, a man of profound character and vision, contributed
significantly to the fraternity's early direction and its commitment to



service. He was dedicated to fostering a spirit of unity and purpose among
the members. His leadership helped to solidify the fraternity's mission of
upliftment.

Jewel Vertner Woodson Tandy

Vertner Woodson Tandy, a distinguished architect and entrepreneur, brought a
sense of professionalism and ambition to the fraternity's founding. He was
instrumental in designing the fraternity's official insignia and played a key
role in its early establishment. His creative vision and business acumen were
valuable assets.

Early Years and Establishing a Foundation

The period immediately following Alpha Phi Alpha's founding on December 4,
1906, was marked by a concerted effort to solidify its organizational
structure, articulate its mission, and establish a presence on the Cornell
campus. The early years were a testament to the founders' unwavering resolve
and their commitment to building a sustainable and impactful organization.
Navigating the social and academic landscape of early 20th-century America
presented unique challenges, but the fraternity's principles provided a
strong guiding force. Establishing chapters at other institutions was a
primary objective, allowing the brotherhood to expand its reach and
influence.

The initial focus was on attracting like-minded young men who resonated with
the fraternity's ideals of scholarship, fellowship, good character, and the
upliftment of humanity. Recruitment efforts were strategic, aiming to bring
men into the fold who would contribute positively to the fraternity's growth
and uphold its esteemed reputation. The early rituals and organizational
framework were meticulously developed to instill a sense of shared purpose
and responsibility among the members. This period was crucial for setting the
tone and establishing the enduring principles that would define Alpha Phi
Alpha for decades to come. The history of Alpha Phi Alpha in its nascent
stages is a narrative of careful planning and dedicated execution.

The fraternity also began to define its public-facing identity and its role
within the broader African American community. The concept of "Manhood,
Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift" was not merely an abstract ideal but a
call to action. Early initiatives focused on supporting Black students,
fostering intellectual discourse, and engaging in community service. This
proactive approach to social engagement distinguished Alpha Phi Alpha and
laid the groundwork for its future involvement in major civil rights and
social justice movements. The challenges of establishing a new fraternity,
particularly for African American men, were significant, but the dedication
of the early members ensured its survival and eventual prosperity.



Expansion and National Recognition

Following its successful establishment at Cornell University, Alpha Phi Alpha
embarked on a journey of expansion, driven by the desire to extend its
principles of brotherhood and upliftment to campuses across the nation. The
early 20th century saw the establishment of chapters at numerous historically
Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) and other institutions with
significant African American student populations. This expansion was not
merely about increasing membership; it was about creating a national network
of Black men committed to academic excellence and social progress. The
history of Alpha Phi Alpha is a story of strategic growth and the
establishment of a powerful national presence.

The process of establishing new chapters required careful planning and
adherence to the fraternity's established guidelines. Each new chapter
represented an opportunity to instill the fraternity's core values in a new
cohort of students. This period also saw the development of a national
organizational structure, including the establishment of a General
Convention, which served as the supreme governing body. These early
conventions were pivotal for setting policy, electing national officers, and
fostering a sense of unity among the growing membership. The national
recognition of Alpha Phi Alpha as a leading fraternity for African American
men grew as its presence expanded and its members began to make significant
contributions in various fields.

The fraternity's commitment to scholarship manifested in the creation of
various academic programs and awards designed to recognize and encourage
academic achievement among its members and the broader student body. This
focus on intellectual development became a defining characteristic of Alpha
Phi Alpha. Furthermore, the fraternity began to articulate its mission more
broadly, moving beyond campus life to engage with the pressing social and
political issues affecting the African American community. This proactive
engagement set the stage for Alpha Phi Alpha's future leadership in national
movements. The expansion efforts were critical in solidifying the history of
Alpha Phi Alpha as a national institution.

The Era of Social and Political Activism

As Alpha Phi Alpha matured, its members increasingly recognized their
responsibility to address the systemic injustices and inequalities faced by
African Americans. The fraternity became a vital platform for fostering
leadership and organizing activism during the Civil Rights Movement and
beyond. The principles of "Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift"
naturally translated into a commitment to social justice and racial equality.
The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is deeply intertwined with the struggle for
civil rights in America.



Alpha Phi Alpha brothers were at the forefront of many significant protests,
marches, and advocacy efforts. Their intellectual prowess and organizational
skills were leveraged to challenge segregation, disenfranchisement, and
discrimination. The fraternity provided a network of support and solidarity
for activists, offering a space for strategic planning and encouragement.
Many prominent civil rights leaders were members of Alpha Phi Alpha,
contributing their unique talents and unwavering commitment to the cause.
Their activism was not limited to political arenas; it extended to economic
empowerment, educational reform, and cultural preservation.

The fraternity's publication, The Sphinx, often featured articles and
discussions on the pressing social and political issues of the day, serving
as a vital communication channel for disseminating information and fostering
dialogue. Alpha Phi Alpha's commitment to civic engagement extended to voter
registration drives, political education initiatives, and the advocacy for
legislation that would advance the rights of African Americans. The legacy of
activism within the fraternity is a testament to the founders' vision of
upliftment, demonstrating how brotherhood can be a powerful force for
positive social change. This era solidified the history of Alpha Phi Alpha as
a force for progress.

Notable Achievements and Contributions

Throughout its distinguished history, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. has
been a catalyst for achievement and a significant contributor to American
society. Its members have excelled in virtually every field imaginable,
leaving an indelible mark on politics, business, education, arts, sciences,
and athletics. The fraternity's commitment to fostering excellence in its
members has yielded a remarkable legacy of accomplishment that continues to
inspire.

In the realm of politics and public service, Alpha Phi Alpha has produced
numerous heads of state, senators, congressmen, mayors, and influential
advisors. These individuals have championed legislation, advocated for their
constituents, and shaped public policy. Their dedication to public service
reflects the fraternity's core tenet of "uplift."

The business world has also seen the significant impact of Alpha Phi Alpha
members, who have founded and led major corporations, pioneered new
industries, and driven economic growth. Their entrepreneurial spirit and
business acumen have created jobs and opportunities, contributing to the
prosperity of communities.

In education, Alpha Phi Alpha brothers have served as presidents of
universities, groundbreaking researchers, and influential educators, shaping
the minds of future generations. They have championed educational reform and
worked tirelessly to improve access to quality education for all.



The arts and sciences have been enriched by the creative talents and
intellectual contributions of Alpha Phi Alpha members. They have achieved
recognition as acclaimed artists, musicians, writers, scientists, and
inventors, pushing the boundaries of human knowledge and creativity.

Athletics has also been a domain where Alpha Phi Alpha members have achieved
legendary status. Many have excelled in professional sports, earning
accolades and inspiring millions with their skill, dedication, and
sportsmanship.

Beyond individual achievements, Alpha Phi Alpha has also undertaken
significant national initiatives focused on voter empowerment, sickle cell
anemia awareness, mentoring programs for youth, and promoting financial
literacy. These programs embody the fraternity's enduring commitment to
serving humanity and making a tangible difference in the world. The
collective impact of these achievements underscores the profound and
multifaceted history of Alpha Phi Alpha.

The Sisterhood: Affiliates and Partnerships

While Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is an organization for men, its impact
and influence are significantly amplified through its close affiliations with
esteemed sister organizations and its commitment to collaborative
partnerships. These relationships are built on shared values and a common
dedication to the upliftment of the African American community and society at
large. The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is also a story of strong and
supportive relationships with its affiliated organizations.

The most prominent of these affiliations is with the "Little Sisters”
organizations, often established by chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha. These groups
provide support, friendship, and a vital connection to the sisterhood,
mirroring the principles of brotherhood within the fraternity. While not
formally part of the fraternity's national structure, the Little Sisters play
a significant role in chapter activities and social events, fostering a
spirit of unity and shared purpose.

Furthermore, Alpha Phi Alpha has a foundational relationship with the
National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC), often referred to as the "Divine Nine."
This council comprises the historically Black Greek-letter fraternities and
sororities, and Alpha Phi Alpha is proud to be the first of these
organizations. The NPHC serves as a governing body and a platform for
collaboration among these influential groups, working together on issues of
mutual concern and engaging in joint service initiatives. This collaborative
spirit strengthens the collective impact of Black Greek-letter organizations.

Beyond the NPHC, Alpha Phi Alpha actively seeks and maintains partnerships



with various other organizations, both within the African American community
and in the broader society. These partnerships facilitate joint programming,
advocacy efforts, and the pooling of resources to address critical social
issues such as education, health, economic development, and civil rights.
Such collaborations are essential for maximizing the impact of the
fraternity's service initiatives and for extending its reach to a wider
audience. The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is thus also marked by its ability
to forge strong and productive alliances.

The History of Alpha Phi Alpha: Enduring
Principles

The enduring principles of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. are the bedrock
upon which its distinguished history has been built. These guiding tenets,
established by the Seven Jewels, continue to shape the fraternity's mission,
activities, and the lives of its members today. The commitment to "Manhood,
Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift" has not wavered since its inception,
providing a constant source of inspiration and direction.

Manhood, in the context of Alpha Phi Alpha, signifies the development of
strong character, integrity, and a commitment to personal responsibility. It
encourages members to be leaders, role models, and men of honor in all
aspects of their lives. This principle emphasizes the importance of ethical
conduct and the cultivation of a dignified and respectful demeanor.

Scholarship is a cornerstone of the fraternity, underscoring the profound
belief in the power of education and intellectual pursuit. Alpha Phi Alpha
actively promotes academic excellence among its members and encourages a
lifelong commitment to learning and intellectual growth. This focus ensures
that members are equipped to excel in their chosen fields and contribute
meaningfully to society.

Perseverance is the unwavering determination to overcome challenges and to
strive for excellence despite adversity. The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is
replete with examples of members who have demonstrated remarkable resilience
in the face of obstacles, both personal and societal. This principle instills
a spirit of tenacity and the courage to pursue one's goals relentlessly.

Uplift, perhaps the most encompassing of the principles, refers to the
commitment to serve humanity and to actively contribute to the betterment of
the African American community and the world. This principle drives the
fraternity's extensive service initiatives, its advocacy for social justice,
and its dedication to empowering others. It is a call to action to make a
positive and lasting impact.

These enduring principles have not only guided Alpha Phi Alpha through its



historical journey but have also shaped the character and aspirations of
countless men who have been initiated into its brotherhood. They represent a
timeless legacy that continues to resonate and inspire, ensuring the
fraternity's relevance and its continued commitment to its foundational
ideals.

The History of Alpha Phi Alpha: A Legacy
Continues

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is a narrative of continuous
evolution, adaptation, and an unwavering commitment to its core mission. From
its humble beginnings at Cornell University in 1906, the fraternity has grown
into a global powerhouse, impacting countless lives and leaving an indelible
mark on society. The legacy established by its Seven Jewels continues to
guide the actions and aspirations of its members, ensuring that the
principles of Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift remain at the
forefront of its endeavors.

In the modern era, Alpha Phi Alpha remains a vital force for progress. The
fraternity actively engages in contemporary issues, adapting its strategies
to address the evolving challenges faced by African American men and the
broader community. Its national programs and initiatives continue to focus on
key areas such as education, health, economic empowerment, and social
justice, demonstrating a consistent commitment to its founding ideals.

Technological advancements and globalization have presented new opportunities
and challenges, and Alpha Phi Alpha has embraced these changes to expand its
reach and enhance its impact. The fraternity utilizes modern communication
tools and digital platforms to connect its members, disseminate information,
and mobilize support for its initiatives. Its international presence
continues to grow, reflecting a commitment to extending its brotherhood and
service beyond national borders.

The ongoing success of Alpha Phi Alpha is a testament to the strength of its
brotherhood and the enduring power of its foundational principles. The
history of Alpha Phi Alpha is not merely a recounting of past events; it is a
living testament to the transformative power of unity, purpose, and a
steadfast dedication to the upliftment of humanity. As the fraternity looks
to the future, it remains committed to upholding its esteemed legacy and
continuing to make a significant and positive impact on the world for
generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions



When and where was Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
founded?

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. was founded on December 4, 1906, at Cornell
University in Ithaca, New York.

Who are the seven Founding Jewels of Alpha Phi
Alpha?
The seven Founding Jewels are: Henry Arthur Callis, Charles Henry Chapman,

Eugene Kinckle Jones, George Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel Allison Murray, Robert
Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy.

What was the primary purpose or mission behind the
founding of Alpha Phi Alpha?

The primary purpose was to foster brotherhood, academic excellence, character
development, and provide a support system for Black men pursuing higher
education, particularly at institutions where they faced discrimination and
exclusion.

What significant historical context influenced the
establishment of Alpha Phi Alpha?

Alpha Phi Alpha was founded during a period of intense racial segregation and
discrimination in the United States, known as the Jim Crow era. This
historical context fueled the need for a supportive organization for Black
college students.

What is the significance of the term 'Jewels' in
relation to the founders?

The term 'Jewels' is used to honor the esteemed qualities and invaluable
contributions of the seven founding members, recognizing them as the precious
originators of the fraternity.

Beyond brotherhood, what were some of the early
goals or initiatives of Alpha Phi Alpha?

Early goals included promoting scholarship, engaging in uplift activities for
the Black community, and advocating for the rights and advancement of African
Americans.

How did Alpha Phi Alpha contribute to the Civil



Rights Movement?

Many Alpha Phi Alpha members were prominent leaders and activists in the
Civil Rights Movement, including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who initiated
his Civil Rights activism during his time in the fraternity.

What is the meaning of the fraternity's motto,
'First of all, Servants of all, We shall transcend
all'?

The motto emphasizes the foundational principle of being leaders and pioneers
('First of all'), the commitment to serving others and the community
('Servants of all'), and the aspiration for continuous growth and achievement
('We shall transcend all').

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the history of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc., with descriptions:

1. Alpha Phi Alpha: A Centennial History

This comprehensive work details the founding and evolution of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., from its humble beginnings at Cornell University to its
status as a prominent global organization. It explores the key figures,
significant milestones, and the enduring impact the fraternity has had on its
members and society at large. The book offers insights into the challenges
faced and triumphs achieved by the fraternity's brothers throughout its rich
history.

2. The Sphinx Legacy: Alpha Phi Alpha's Impact on Black Progress

This book examines the profound influence Alpha Phi Alpha has exerted on the
advancement of Black Americans, particularly within the realms of education,
politics, and social justice. It highlights the fraternity's commitment to
leadership development and its role in shaping national discourse and policy.
Readers will gain an understanding of how Alpha Phi Alpha brothers have
consistently championed causes that uplift the Black community.

3. Founders' Vision: The Genesis of Alpha Phi Alpha

Delving into the early days of the fraternity, this title focuses on the
seven visionary founders and the intellectual climate that fostered their
creation of Alpha Phi Alpha. It explores the specific motivations,
aspirations, and challenges they encountered as Black students at Cornell
University during a period of intense racial segregation. The book
illuminates the core principles and ideals that guided the fraternity's
establishment.

4. Brothers in Service: Alpha Phi Alpha's Philanthropic Endeavors
This book chronicles the extensive philanthropic work and community service



initiatives undertaken by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. throughout its
existence. It showcases various programs and projects that have benefited
countless individuals and communities, emphasizing the fraternity's
dedication to "Manly Deeds, Scholarship, and Brotherly Love." The narratives
illustrate the tangible impact of the fraternity's commitment to uplifting
humanity.

5. The Jewel Institutions: Alpha Phi Alpha and Higher Education

This title explores the deep-rooted connection between Alpha Phi Alpha and
the landscape of higher education, particularly for African Americans. It
examines the fraternity's advocacy for educational access and achievement, as
well as its role in establishing and supporting educational institutions. The
book highlights how Alpha Phi Alpha brothers have consistently championed the
pursuit of knowledge and academic excellence.

6. A Living History: Oral Narratives of Alpha Phi Alpha Brothers

Presenting a collection of personal stories and reflections, this book offers
a vibrant and intimate look at the experiences of Alpha Phi Alpha members.
Through oral histories, it captures the diverse journeys of brothers, sharing
their insights on brotherhood, personal growth, and the fraternity's enduring
significance. These firsthand accounts provide a powerful and human dimension
to the fraternity's historical narrative.

7. Alpha Phi Alpha and the Civil Rights Movement

This important work analyzes the critical role Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc. played in the American Civil Rights Movement. It details how members,
both individually and collectively, contributed to the struggle for racial
equality and justice. The book underscores the fraternity's unwavering
commitment to activism and its significant contributions to the fight against
discrimination.

8. Beyond the Oath: The Principles and Purpose of Alpha Phi Alpha

This book offers an in-depth examination of the core tenets and foundational
principles that define Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. It explores the
meaning behind the fraternity's oath, symbols, and rituals, explaining how
they inform the actions and aspirations of its members. The title delves into
the ethical framework and guiding philosophies that have shaped the
fraternity's legacy.

9. The Torchbearers: Alpha Phi Alpha's Leaders and Legacies

Focusing on influential figures within Alpha Phi Alpha, this book profiles
notable brothers who have made significant contributions to their respective
fields and to society. It highlights the diverse accomplishments of these
individuals, showcasing how their commitment to the fraternity's ideals has
propelled them to leadership and impact. The book celebrates the enduring
legacies of these "torchbearers" for future generations.
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