history of alpha phi alpha

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is a rich tapestry woven with threads of
brotherhood, scholarship, and service, tracing its origins back to a pivotal
moment in American history. Founded in 1906 at Cornell University, Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. stands as the first intercollegiate Greek-letter
fraternity established for African American men. This esteemed organization
emerged from a profound need for a supportive community and a platform for
leadership development among Black students facing unprecedented challenges
and discrimination in higher education. Over the decades, the history of
Alpha Phi Alpha has been characterized by its unwavering commitment to
uplifting the race, fostering intellectual growth, and championing social
justice. From its humble beginnings, Alpha Phi Alpha has evolved into a
global powerhouse, impacting countless lives through its diverse programs and
dedicated membership, solidifying its place as a cornerstone of African
American fraternalism and a beacon of progress. This comprehensive
exploration will delve into the foundational principles, key milestones, and
enduring legacy of this historic fraternity.
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The Genesis of Alpha Phi Alpha: Laying the
Foundation

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. begins in the intellectually
vibrant, yet racially charged, atmosphere of Cornell University in Ithaca,
New York. It was here, in 1905-1906, that a group of ambitious and determined
young African American men, led by the visionary George B. Kelley, recognized
the urgent need for an organization that would nurture their intellectual,
social, and spiritual development. In an era where opportunities for Black
students were severely limited and societal barriers were formidable, these
men sought to create a sanctuary of brotherhood, a bastion of academic
excellence, and a force for upliftment within the African American community.
The seeds of Alpha Phi Alpha were sown in the face of adversity, planting a
legacy that would blossom into one of the most influential fraternal
organizations in the world.

Founding Principles and Early Ideals

The core principles that guided the establishment of Alpha Phi Alpha were
deeply rooted in the pursuit of knowledge, the cultivation of character, and
the unwavering commitment to service. The founders envisioned an organization
that would foster a strong sense of brotherhood among its members, providing
mutual support and encouragement as they navigated the challenges of higher
education and societal prejudice. They also prioritized academic achievement,
believing that intellectual development was crucial for the advancement of
the race. The ideal of "Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplifting the
Race" became the guiding light for the nascent fraternity, shaping its early
activities and defining its enduring purpose. These foundational ideals set
the stage for the fraternity's long and impactful history.

The Seven Founders of Alpha Phi Alpha

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is inextricably linked to its seven visionary
founders, often referred to as the "Seven Jewels." These men, through their
collective intellect, courage, and dedication, brought the fraternity to
life. They were: Henry Arthur Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle



Jones, George B. Kelley, Nathaniel Allison Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and
Vertner Woodson Tandy, Jr. Each founder brought unique strengths and
perspectives to the table, united by a shared vision for a powerful and
enduring organization that would serve as a cornerstone for African American
progress. Their collaborative spirit and unwavering commitment laid the
groundwork for the rich history of Alpha Phi Alpha that continues to inspire
today.

The Early Years and Expansion of Alpha Phi
Alpha

Following its official incorporation on December 4, 1906, Alpha Phi Alpha
embarked on a journey of growth and influence. The early years were marked by
diligent efforts to establish chapters at other universities and colleges,
laying the groundwork for a national presence. This period was crucial in
solidifying the fraternity's organizational structure and disseminating its
core values. The founders and early members worked tirelessly to attract
like-minded individuals who embodied the fraternity's ideals, ensuring that
the spirit of brotherhood and service permeated each new chapter. The
expansion was not merely about numbers; it was about strategically building a
network of educated and engaged African American men who could collectively
address the pressing issues of their time.

Challenges and Triumphs in the Early 20th Century

The early 20th century presented a unique set of challenges for African
Americans, including pervasive segregation, limited economic opportunities,
and systemic discrimination. For Alpha Phi Alpha, these societal conditions
translated into significant hurdles in its establishment and growth. Securing
university recognition, finding suitable meeting spaces, and overcoming
racial prejudice were constant battles. Despite these obstacles, the
fraternity achieved remarkable triumphs. Its members demonstrated exceptional
resilience and unwavering determination, successfully establishing chapters
across the nation and initiating vital programs that supported African
American communities. The history of Alpha Phi Alpha during this era is a
testament to the power of perseverance and the profound impact of collective
action in the face of adversity.

The Sphinx: Symbolism and Significance

Central to the history of Alpha Phi Alpha is the symbolism of the Sphinx.
Introduced in 1914, the Sphinx represents a powerful amalgamation of ancient
wisdom, enduring strength, and eternal mystery. It serves as a potent
reminder of the fraternity's commitment to building a legacy that transcends
time, much like the ancient monuments it evokes. The Sphinx also signifies
the dual nature of the Alpha Man: a scholarly individual grounded in academic
pursuits and a protector of the race, always vigilant and prepared to defend
its honor and advance its cause. The adoption of the Sphinx as a key symbol
underscored the fraternity's aspirations for intellectual depth and
unwavering commitment to its mission, deeply embedding its significance in
the history of Alpha Phi Alpha.



Alpha Phi Alpha's Commitment to Scholarship

Scholarship has always been a cornerstone of Alpha Phi Alpha's mission, woven
into the very fabric of its history. From its inception at Cornell, the
fraternity recognized that academic excellence was paramount for the
advancement of African American men and the broader community. This
commitment manifested in various ways, fostering an environment where
intellectual curiosity and achievement were not only encouraged but
celebrated. The fraternity understood that educated minds were essential for
leadership and progress, especially during a period when opportunities for
higher education were scarce for Black individuals.

Promoting Academic Excellence

Alpha Phi Alpha actively promoted academic excellence through a variety of
initiatives. Chapters often organized study groups, tutoring sessions, and
lectures featuring distinguished scholars. The fraternity also established
scholarships and awards to recognize members and other students who
demonstrated exceptional academic performance. These efforts were designed to
counteract the systemic disadvantages faced by Black students and to ensure
that they had the resources and support needed to excel in their studies. The
history of Alpha Phi Alpha is replete with examples of members who achieved
significant academic milestones, further solidifying the fraternity's
reputation as a scholarly organization.

The Role of Education in the Fraternity's Mission

Education was viewed by the founders of Alpha Phi Alpha not just as a
personal endeavor but as a collective responsibility and a crucial tool for
racial uplift. They believed that by educating its members, the fraternity
could empower them to become leaders, innovators, and advocates for social
change. This understanding of education's transformative power infused the
fraternity's activities and its long-term vision. The pursuit of knowledge
was seen as a direct path to challenging racial inequalities and improving
the socioeconomic standing of the African American community. Therefore,
education was an integral part of Alpha Phi Alpha's enduring mission
throughout its history.

Alpha Phi Alpha's Dedication to Brotherhood

The concept of brotherhood is central to the history of Alpha Phi Alpha,
serving as the bedrock upon which the fraternity was built. The founders
recognized the profound need for a supportive and nurturing environment where
African American men could forge deep and lasting bonds. In a society that
often sought to divide and isolate, Alpha Phi Alpha offered a powerful
antidote: a community of men united by shared wvalues, aspirations, and a
commitment to mutual upliftment. This brotherhood extended beyond the
collegiate years, creating a lifelong network of support and camaraderie.

The Bonds of Brotherhood

The bonds of brotherhood within Alpha Phi Alpha are characterized by loyalty,
respect, and a shared sense of purpose. These connections are forged through



shared experiences, mutual encouragement, and a deep understanding of each
other's struggles and triumphs. The fraternity emphasizes the importance of
treating each member as a brother, offering assistance, guidance, and
unwavering support throughout life's journey. This strong fraternal bond has
been a source of strength and resilience for countless men, enabling them to
navigate personal and professional challenges with confidence and support.
The history of Alpha Phi Alpha is a testament to the power of these enduring
fraternal ties.

Mentorship and Development within Alpha Phi Alpha

A critical aspect of Alpha Phi Alpha's commitment to brotherhood involves
fostering mentorship and personal development among its members. Older
members, often referred to as "line brothers" or alumni, play a vital role in
guiding and mentoring newer initiates. This transference of knowledge and
experience ensures that the fraternity's traditions, values, and mission are
passed down effectively. Through this mentorship, younger members gain
invaluable insights into leadership, academic success, professional
development, and civic responsibility, preparing them to carry forward the
fraternity's legacy. This emphasis on mentorship is a defining element in the
history of Alpha Phi Alpha.

Alpha Phi Alpha's Legacy of Leadership

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is intrinsically linked to a
legacy of outstanding leadership that has impacted American society in
profound ways. From its earliest days, the fraternity has been a training
ground for men who would go on to become influential figures in politics,
civil rights, education, business, and the arts. The organization’s
commitment to developing strong, principled leaders has consistently
translated into tangible advancements for the African American community and
the nation as a whole.

Influential Leaders and Their Contributions

Throughout its existence, Alpha Phi Alpha has produced a remarkable roster of
influential leaders. These individuals have consistently leveraged their
positions and the support of their fraternity brothers to effect meaningful
change. Figures like Martin Luther King Jr., the fraternity's 94th brother,
whose activism and philosophy profoundly shaped the Civil Rights Movement,
stand as towering examples. Other prominent members have served in Congress,
led major corporations, shaped educational policy, and made significant
contributions to literature and science. The collective impact of these Alpha
Men on the course of American history is undeniable, underscoring the
fraternity's enduring legacy of leadership development.

Civic Engagement and Political Activism

Alpha Phi Alpha has a long and distinguished history of civic engagement and
political activism. Recognizing that systemic change often requires direct
intervention, fraternity members have consistently been at the forefront of
advocating for equality and justice. This activism has ranged from grassroots
organizing and voter registration drives to lobbying for civil rights



legislation. The fraternity’s commitment to "A Voteless People is a Hopeless
People" initiative, launched in the early 20th century, exemplifies this
dedication to empowering citizens and ensuring their voices were heard in the
political arena. This proactive stance has been a hallmark of Alpha Phi
Alpha's impact throughout its history.

Alpha Phi Alpha's Impact on Social Justice

The pursuit of social justice has been an unwavering commitment throughout
the history of Alpha Phi Alpha, deeply embedded in its foundational
principles. The fraternity emerged during a period of intense racial
segregation and discrimination, and its members recognized the imperative to
actively combat these injustices. Alpha Phi Alpha has consistently served as
a powerful voice for the voiceless, championing causes that promote equality,
fairness, and human dignity for all individuals, particularly within the
African American community.

The Fight for Civil Rights

The fraternity played a significant role in the struggle for civil rights in
the United States. Many Alpha Men were active participants and leaders in key
civil rights organizations and movements. Their activism, often undertaken at
great personal risk, contributed significantly to the dismantling of
segregation and the advancement of voting rights. The fraternity provided a
crucial network of support, resources, and solidarity for those engaged in
this monumental fight. The indelible mark left by Alpha Phi Alpha on the
Civil Rights Movement is a crucial chapter in its extensive history and a
source of immense pride for its members.

Contemporary Social and Political Initiatives

In contemporary times, Alpha Phi Alpha continues its legacy of social justice
advocacy through various programs and initiatives. The fraternity actively
engages in issues such as voter empowerment, economic development, education
reform, and criminal Jjustice reform. It consistently encourages its members
to be active participants in their communities, advocating for policies that
promote equity and opportunity. Through national campaigns and local chapter
efforts, Alpha Phi Alpha remains committed to addressing the evolving
challenges faced by society and continuing its historic role as a catalyst
for positive change.

The National Association of Alpha Men

As Alpha Phi Alpha grew, the need for a more formalized national structure
became evident to manage its expanding reach and its diverse array of
programs and initiatives. The establishment and evolution of the National
Association of Alpha Men (though the formal name is Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc.) have been critical to its sustained success and its ability
to impact national discourse and community development. This structure allows
for coordinated efforts, resource sharing, and the collective voice of the
fraternity to be heard on matters of importance.



The Role of Alumni Chapters

Alumni chapters are indispensable components of the Alpha Phi Alpha
structure, serving as vital links between the collegiate experience and
lifelong engagement with the fraternity's mission. These chapters provide
continued opportunities for brotherhood, mentorship, and community service
for members long after they have graduated. Alumni members often take on
leadership roles within their professions and communities, bringing the
principles of Alpha Phi Alpha with them. Their financial and logistical
support is crucial for the continuation of national programs and the
operation of collegiate chapters, reinforcing the enduring strength of the
fraternity's network throughout its history.

Alpha Phi Alpha's Global Reach and Community
Service

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha extends beyond the borders of the United
States, reflecting a growing commitment to global engagement and community
service. While its roots are firmly planted in the African American
experience, the fraternity's humanitarian spirit and its dedication to
upliftment have led to initiatives that address needs on an international
scale. This outward-looking perspective broadens the impact of Alpha Phi
Alpha and reinforces its role as a force for positive change in the world.

International Initiatives

Alpha Phi Alpha has undertaken various international initiatives aimed at
addressing critical issues such as poverty, education, and health in
underserved communities across the globe. These efforts often focus on
regions with significant African diasporic populations, fostering connections
and providing tangible support. By engaging in humanitarian work abroad,
Alpha Phi Alpha members demonstrate their commitment to the universal
principles of brotherhood and service, extending the fraternity's legacy of
impact far beyond its initial scope.

Community Service Programs

Community service is a fundamental pillar of Alpha Phi Alpha's mission,
deeply ingrained in its operational framework. The fraternity's national
programs, such as "Go-to-High School, Go-to-College," "Project Alpha," and
its commitment to combating HIV/AIDS, directly address critical social needs.
These programs are executed through local chapters, engaging members in
hands-on activities that provide educational support, health awareness, and
mentoring to young people. The consistent dedication to community service has
solidified Alpha Phi Alpha's reputation as an organization deeply invested in
the well-being of the communities it serves, contributing significantly to
its historical narrative.

The General President's Role in History

The office of the General President is a pivotal element in the history of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. The General President serves as the chief



executive officer, guiding the fraternity's strategic direction, presiding
over national conventions, and acting as the primary spokesperson for the
organization. Throughout the decades, the leadership provided by successive
General Presidents has been instrumental in shaping the fraternity's growth,
defining its programmatic priorities, and navigating the complex social and
political landscapes in which it operates. Their vision and dedication have
been crucial in maintaining the fraternity’s relevance and its commitment to
its founding ideals.

Notable Members and Their Achievements

The caliber of individuals who have joined the ranks of Alpha Phi Alpha is a
testament to the fraternity's enduring appeal and its ability to attract men
of exceptional talent and character. Beyond those already mentioned, the
fraternity boasts a vast array of notable members who have achieved
distinction in virtually every field imaginable. From Nobel laureates and
Pulitzer Prize winners to esteemed artists, athletes, and business leaders,
these individuals have not only achieved personal success but have also used
their influence to advance the causes championed by Alpha Phi Alpha. Their
accomplishments enrich the fraternity's history and serve as powerful
inspirations for future generations of Alpha Men.

The Lasting Impact of Alpha Phi Alpha

The lasting impact of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is undeniable and
continues to resonate throughout American society and beyond. For over a
century, the fraternity has been a formidable force for positive change,
consistently upholding its commitment to scholarship, brotherhood, and
service. Its influence has been felt in the halls of power, the classrooms of
educational institutions, the corridors of businesses, and the hearts of
communities. The organization has not only provided a vital support system
for African American men but has also actively contributed to the broader
struggle for equality and human rights, solidifying its place as a
significant institution in modern history.

Preserving the History of Alpha Phi Alpha

Recognizing the profound significance of its Jjourney, Alpha Phi Alpha places
a strong emphasis on preserving its rich history. Through archives,
historical publications, museums, and oral history projects, the fraternity
diligently documents its past, its achievements, and the contributions of its
members. This commitment to historical preservation ensures that the legacy
of Alpha Phi Alpha is not only remembered but also understood and appreciated
by current and future generations. By safeguarding its history, the
fraternity reinforces its identity and its ongoing mission to uplift the race
and serve humanity.

Conclusion

The history of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. is a compelling narrative of
resilience, leadership, and unwavering dedication to the upliftment of
African Americans and the betterment of society. From its founding at Cornell



University in 1906, born out of a need for brotherhood and advancement, to
its current status as a global organization, Alpha Phi Alpha has consistently
demonstrated a profound commitment to its core principles. The fraternity's
legacy is etched in the achievements of its members, its impactful social and
political initiatives, and its enduring dedication to scholarship and
service. Alpha Phi Alpha continues to stand as a beacon of hope, a catalyst
for progress, and a testament to the enduring power of collective action in
shaping a more just and equitable world.

Frequently Asked Questions

When and where was Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
founded?

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. was founded on December 4, 1906, at Cornell
University in Ithaca, New York.

Who are the seven founders of Alpha Phi Alpha?

The seven founders, often referred to as the 'Seven Jewels,' are: Henry
Arthur Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene K. Jones, George Biddle Kelley,
Nathaniel Allison Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy.

What was the primary purpose behind the founding of
Alpha Phi Alpha?

The fraternity was founded with the purpose of providing a supportive
brotherhood for African American men in college, fostering academic

excellence, promoting character development, and serving as a catalyst for
upliftment and leadership within the Black community.

What is the significance of the Sphinx in Alpha Phi
Alpha's symbolism?
The Sphinx is a key symbol for Alpha Phi Alpha, representing the fraternity's

commitment to leadership, perseverance, and the pursuit of knowledge, often
associlated with ancient Egyptian wisdom and strength.

What are some notable national programs and
initiatives spearheaded by Alpha Phi Alpha?

Alpha Phi Alpha is known for national programs like 'Go-to-High-School, Go-
to-College, ' which encourages academic achievement, and 'A Voteless People is
a Hopeless People,' a voter registration and political awareness campaign.

Who was the first African American to be elected
President of the United States and an Alpha Phi Alpha
brother?

The first African American to be elected President of the United States,
Barack Obama, is a distinguished brother of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.



Beyond President Obama, what are some other prominent
historical figures who were members of Alpha Phi
Alpha?

Many influential figures have been members of Alpha Phi Alpha, including
Martin Luther King Jr., W.E.B. Du Bois, Thurgood Marshall, Jesse Owens, and
Adam Clayton Powell Jr.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the history of Alpha Phi Alpha:

1. _The First: Alpha Phi Alpha, A Century of Service_

This comprehensive book chronicles the founding and evolution of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., detailing its origins as the first African American
intercollegiate fraternity. It highlights the influential figures who shaped
its early years and explores the fraternity's significant contributions to
civil rights, education, and social uplift. The narrative spans over a
century, showcasing the enduring legacy and impact of the "Jewel"
organization.

2. _A Legacy of Leadership: The Founders of Alpha Phi Alpha_

This title delves into the lives and motivations of the nine esteemed
founders of Alpha Phi Alpha. It explores their backgrounds, the challenges
they faced as Black students at Cornell University, and their vision for
creating a brotherhood that would foster uplift and scholarship. The book
emphasizes their commitment to service and their role in establishing a
cornerstone of Black Greek Letter Organizations.

3. _Brothers in Struggle: Alpha Phi Alpha and the Civil Rights Movement_
This work examines the pivotal role Alpha Phi Alpha played in the American
Civil Rights Movement. It showcases how the fraternity's members, including
prominent leaders and activists, actively participated in and organized
campaigns for racial justice and equality. The book illustrates the
fraternity's commitment to social action and its influence on the broader
struggle for human rights.

4. _The Sphinx: Alpha Phi Alpha's Journal of History and Brotherhood_

This collection represents a compilation of scholarly articles and historical
essays published within Alpha Phi Alpha's official journal. It offers in-
depth analyses of various aspects of the fraternity's history, including its
rituals, chapter development, and regional impact. The publication serves as
a valuable resource for understanding the nuanced historical trajectory of
the fraternity.

5. _A Flame in the Darkness: Alpha Phi Alpha's Commitment to Education_

This book focuses on Alpha Phi Alpha's unwavering dedication to education and
intellectual development. It highlights programs and initiatives established
by the fraternity to support academic achievement, provide scholarships, and
foster a culture of lifelong learning within the Black community. The
narrative emphasizes the fraternity's belief in education as a pathway to
empowerment.

6. _Beyond the Yard: Alpha Phi Alpha's National and International Impact_
This title explores the expansive reach of Alpha Phi Alpha beyond its
collegiate chapters. It details the fraternity's involvement in national
advocacy, humanitarian efforts, and international initiatives aimed at



improving communities and addressing global issues. The book showcases the
diverse ways Alpha Phi Alpha members have contributed to society on a broader
scale.

7. _The Great Depression and the Brotherhood: Alpha Phi Alpha's Resilience_
This historical account examines how Alpha Phi Alpha navigated the economic
and social challenges of the Great Depression. It highlights the fraternity's
efforts to support its members and the wider community during this difficult
period. The book underscores the resilience and adaptability of the
brotherhood in the face of adversity.

8. _The Power of the Pledge: Rituals, Traditions, and the Alpha Phi Alpha
Experience_

This book offers an inside look at the foundational principles, rituals, and
traditions that define the Alpha Phi Alpha experience. It explores the
significance of these elements in shaping the brotherhood and guiding the
actions of its members. The work provides an understanding of the spiritual
and ethical framework upon which the fraternity is built.

9. _The Sisterhood Connection: Alpha Phi Alpha's Relationships with Other
Greek Organizations_

This title investigates the historical connections and collaborations between
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and other historically Black Greek Letter
Organizations, particularly its sister organizations. It examines the
partnerships, shared initiatives, and mutual support that have characterized
these relationships. The book sheds light on the broader network of Black
Greek life.
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