history of aryan brotherhood

The history of the Aryan Brotherhood is a complex and often disturbing
subject, delving into the darker corners of prison culture and organized
crime. This notorious white supremacist prison gang has a long and violent
past, deeply entrenched in the American correctional system. From its origins
to its evolution into a powerful criminal enterprise, understanding the
history of the Aryan Brotherhood is crucial for comprehending the challenges
faced by law enforcement and correctional facilities. This article will
explore the genesis of this group, its ideologies, its criminal activities,
and its enduring impact on both the prison landscape and society at large. We
will examine the key figures who shaped its early development, the rituals
and symbols that define its identity, and the various ways in which the Aryan
Brotherhood has operated and expanded its influence over decades. Prepare to
delve into a comprehensive overview of the history of this significant,
albeit infamous, organization.
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The Genesis and Early Years of the Aryan
Brotherhood

The history of the Aryan Brotherhood is a grim chronicle that begins within
the confines of American correctional facilities. Understanding its origins
is key to grasping its subsequent trajectory and the pervasive influence it
would exert. The group emerged from a specific context, shaped by the social
dynamics and power struggles inherent in the prison system. Its early
development was characterized by a fierce desire for protection and a growing
sense of ethnic solidarity among white inmates. This period laid the
groundwork for the violent and organized criminal entity that the Aryan
Brotherhood would become.

Formation in the San Quentin State Prison

The Aryan Brotherhood (AB) is widely understood to have been formed in the
mid-1960s, with its most commonly cited birthplace being San Quentin State
Prison in California. The initial impetus for its creation was reportedly the
desire of white inmates to protect themselves from existing, predominantly
Black and Hispanic, prison gangs. The harsh realities of prison life, marked
by racial tensions and competition for resources and power, fostered an
environment where such affiliations could thrive. Early members sought to
establish a cohesive unit that could assert dominance and provide a sense of
belonging and security within the volatile prison ecosystem. The formation
was not a singular event but rather a gradual process of consolidation among
like-minded individuals.



Early Ideological Roots and Influences

While initially focused on self-preservation and territorial control within
prisons, the Aryan Brotherhood soon began to adopt more pronounced and
explicit ideological underpinnings. These early ideological roots were
heavily influenced by white supremacist, neo-Nazi, and anti-government
sentiments. Inmates drawn to these ideologies found common ground in their
disdain for minority groups and the perceived injustices within the
correctional system. The adoption of such extreme viewpoints provided a
unifying narrative and a justification for their aggressive actions.
Literature and symbols associated with Nazism and other white supremacist
movements began to circulate among members, solidifying their racist and
hateful agenda.

Evolution and Expansion of the Aryan
Brotherhood

Following its initial formation, the Aryan Brotherhood underwent a
significant evolution, transitioning from a localized prison gang to a
formidable national criminal organization. This expansion was driven by a
combination of strategic planning, infiltration, and the inherent mobility of
inmates within the correctional system. The group's ability to adapt and its
commitment to violence were crucial factors in its growth. Understanding this
expansion is vital to appreciating the scope of the Aryan Brotherhood's
operations and its enduring threat.

Growth within the California Prison System

The early years of the Aryan Brotherhood saw its influence solidify and
expand significantly within the California Department of Corrections. As the
group gained members and established a reputation for ruthlessness, its power
base grew. This growth was often achieved through intimidation, wviolence, and
the elimination of rivals. The AB became adept at controlling drug trades,
gambling operations, and other illicit activities within prison yards. Their
presence became a significant factor in the internal politics and safety of
many California correctional facilities, creating a climate of fear and
control.

Spread to Federal and Other State Prisons

The correctional system's interconnectedness, through inmate transfers and
the shared experiences of incarcerated individuals, facilitated the Aryan
Brotherhood's spread beyond California. As members were moved to federal
prisons or incarcerated in other state facilities, they carried their
affiliation and organizational structure with them. This outward migration
allowed the AB to establish chapters and networks in prisons across the
United States. By the 1970s and 1980s, the Aryan Brotherhood had become a
recognized threat in numerous federal and state penitentiaries, no longer
confined to its original geographic origins.



Key Figures in the Aryan Brotherhood's History

Several individuals have played pivotal roles in shaping the history and
direction of the Aryan Brotherhood. These figures, often characterized by
their extreme violence, organizational acumen, and unwavering commitment to
the group's ideology, have left an indelible mark on its legacy.
Understanding their contributions sheds light on the leadership and
operational strategies that propelled the AB's growth and notoriety. While
many members have been involved in criminal enterprises, certain leaders have
been particularly instrumental in its national expansion and strategic
direction.

Ideology and Symbols of the Aryan Brotherhood

The ideology and symbolic representation of the Aryan Brotherhood are central
to its identity and operational framework. These elements not only define the
group's core beliefs but also serve to foster a sense of unity and
exclusivity among its members. The potent blend of racial hatred and criminal
intent has made the AB a particularly dangerous and resilient organization.
Examining its ideological underpinnings and symbolic language is crucial to
understanding its motivations and its enduring appeal to certain segments of
the prison population.

White Supremacy and Racist Beliefs

At its core, the Aryan Brotherhood is a white supremacist organization. Its
members subscribe to a virulent ideology that posits the inherent superiority
of the white race and advocates for the subjugation or elimination of other
racial and ethnic groups. This racism is not merely a passive belief but an
active driving force behind their actions, fueling hatred and violence
against minority inmates and staff. The group often espouses a belief in a
coming racial war, for which they see themselves as the vanguard. This
extreme form of racial prejudice is a cornerstone of their identity and a
primary recruitment tool.

Nazi and Neo—-Nazi Influences

The ideological framework of the Aryan Brotherhood is significantly indebted
to Nazi Germany and contemporary neo—-Nazi movements. Symbols, rhetoric, and
even the name itself evoke a direct connection to Adolf Hitler and the Third
Reich. Members often display Nazi symbols such as the swastika, the SS
lightning bolt, and other associated iconography. This embrace of Nazism
provides a historical and ideological lineage that reinforces their white
supremacist beliefs and their embrace of authoritarianism and violence as
legitimate means to achieve their goals. The appropriation of these symbols
serves as a clear declaration of their hateful convictions.



Distinctive Symbols and Tattoos

The Aryan Brotherhood employs a range of distinctive symbols and tattoos to
signify membership, hierarchy, and adherence to its ideology. These markings
often serve as a visual code, communicating allegiance and status within the
organization. Common symbols include:

e The letters "AR"

e A shamrock (often with three leaves, representing the trinity of the AB,
God, and the Aryan race)

e The number "12" (representing the alphabetical position of A and B)

Swastikas and other Nazi symbols

The Celtic cross

e Various stylized eagles and wolves

These tattoos are often elaborate and strategically placed, serving as
permanent declarations of loyalty and commitment to the Brotherhood. They are
not merely decorative but functional identifiers within the prison system,
allowing members to recognize each other and to project an image of power and
intimidation.

Criminal Activities of the Aryan Brotherhood

The Aryan Brotherhood is not solely an ideological group; it is a highly
organized criminal enterprise that engages in a wide array of illicit
activities, both within and outside prison walls. Its members leverage their
organizational structure and reputation for violence to control criminal
markets and generate substantial profits. These criminal operations pose a
significant threat to public safety and the integrity of the correctional
system. Understanding the scope of these activities is crucial to grasping
the full impact of the AB.

Drug Trafficking and Distribution

Drug trafficking, particularly the distribution of methamphetamine and
cocaine, is a primary source of income for the Aryan Brotherhood. Within
prisons, members control the flow of narcotics, often acting as distributors
and enforcers. They also utilize their networks to facilitate drug operations
on the outside, coordinating the movement of drugs and money through
associates and family members. The AB's involvement in the drug trade has
contributed to violence and addiction within correctional facilities and in
communities outside prison.



Murder, Violence, and Extortion

Violence is a fundamental tool used by the Aryan Brotherhood to maintain
control, enforce discipline, and carry out its criminal agenda. Members are
known for their willingness to commit murder, often targeting rival gang
members, informants, or those who defy the organization. Extortion is also a
common practice, with members demanding "protection money" from other inmates
and staff, as well as from criminal enterprises operating outside. Their
reputation for extreme brutality ensures compliance and fosters a climate of
fear.

Contract Killings and Inside Operations

The Aryan Brotherhood has also gained notoriety for its involvement in
contract killings. Through their extensive networks, members can be hired to
carry out assassinations, both within prison and on the outside. These "hits"
are often meticulously planned and executed, demonstrating the group's
sophisticated criminal capabilities. Furthermore, they engage in "inside
operations, "™ utilizing their influence to manipulate prison systems, gather
intelligence, and facilitate the movement of contraband, including weapons
and drugs.

Financial Crimes and Money Laundering

Beyond violent crimes and drug trafficking, the Aryan Brotherhood is also
involved in wvarious financial crimes, including fraud, extortion, and money
laundering. Profits generated from their illicit activities are often
laundered through legitimate businesses or complex financial transactions to
obscure their origins and evade law enforcement. This financial
sophistication allows the group to sustain its operations and further expand
its criminal reach. Their ability to engage in these white-collar crimes
demonstrates a level of organization that extends beyond street-level
criminal activity.

The Aryan Brotherhood and Law Enforcement

The extensive criminal activities and violent nature of the Aryan Brotherhood
have made it a significant target for law enforcement agencies across the
United States. Federal and state authorities have dedicated considerable
resources to investigating, prosecuting, and dismantling the organization.
The challenges in combating such a deeply entrenched and ruthless group are
immense, requiring sophisticated strategies and persistent efforts.
Understanding the dynamics between the AB and law enforcement is crucial for
appreciating the ongoing battle against organized crime within the
correctional system.

Federal Investigations and Prosecutions



The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and other federal agencies have
conducted numerous high-profile investigations into the Aryan Brotherhood.
These investigations have often involved extensive surveillance, informant
recruitment, and complex undercover operations. The goal has been to
dismantle the leadership structure, disrupt criminal operations, and secure
convictions against key members. These efforts have led to the arrests and
prosecutions of many prominent Aryan Brotherhood figures, aiming to cripple
the organization at its core.

RICO Act Prosecutions

The Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO) Act has been a
critical legal tool used by prosecutors to target the Aryan Brotherhood. RICO
allows for the prosecution of individuals involved in a pattern of criminal
activity connected to an enterprise, making it possible to charge members
with a wide range of offenses, including murder, extortion, drug trafficking,
and conspiracy. RICO prosecutions have been instrumental in securing lengthy
prison sentences and disrupting the AB's ability to operate as an
organization.

Challenges in Combating Prison Gangs

Combating prison gangs like the Aryan Brotherhood presents unique and
formidable challenges for law enforcement and correctional officials. These
challenges include:

e The inherent difficulty of monitoring and controlling activities within
highly secure environments.

e The loyalty and code of silence among gang members, making it hard to
cultivate informants.

e The continuous movement of inmates between facilities, which can spread
gang influence.

e The sophisticated communication and operational networks that extend
beyond prison walls.

e The constant threat of violence against correctional staff and other
inmates.

Overcoming these obstacles requires a multi-faceted approach that includes
intelligence gathering, targeted enforcement, inter-agency cooperation, and
proactive security measures.

The Aryan Brotherhood's Impact and Legacy

The history of the Aryan Brotherhood is marked by its profound and often
negative impact on both the prison environment and broader society. Its
violent ideology and criminal enterprises have left a lasting legacy, shaping
prison culture and contributing to systemic issues within the justice system.



Understanding this impact is crucial for appreciating the full scope of the
Aryan Brotherhood's influence and the ongoing efforts to mitigate its harm.

Influence on Prison Culture

The Aryan Brotherhood has had a significant influence on prison culture in
facilities where it maintains a strong presence. Its dominance often leads to
a climate of fear and intimidation, affecting the daily lives of both inmates
and staff. The AB's strict hierarchy and code of conduct can also influence
the behavior and affiliations of other inmates, creating a ripple effect
throughout the prison population. The organization’s racial ideology has
contributed to heightened racial tensions and violence within these
institutions.

Societal Repercussions

While primarily a prison-based organization, the Aryan Brotherhood's
activities have considerable societal repercussions. Their involvement in
drug trafficking fuels addiction and crime in communities outside prison. The
violence associated with their operations, including contract killings,
extends their reach into the civilian population. Furthermore, the extremist
ideology espoused by the AB can influence individuals on the outside,
potentially contributing to recruitment and the propagation of hate. The
financial crimes they perpetrate also have economic impacts.

Ongoing Efforts to Disrupt the Brotherhood

Law enforcement agencies and correctional institutions continue to engage in
ongoing efforts to disrupt and dismantle the Aryan Brotherhood. These efforts
include intelligence gathering, targeted prosecutions, and security
enhancements within prisons. Strategies focus on severing communication
lines, disrupting financial networks, and prosecuting leaders to weaken the
organization's structure. Continuous vigilance and adaptive strategies are
essential to counter the evolving tactics of this persistent criminal
enterprise.

Conclusion: Understanding the History of the
Aryan Brotherhood

In conclusion, the history of the Aryan Brotherhood is a complex and
disturbing narrative of white supremacist ideology fused with organized
criminal activity. Emerging from the volatile environment of California
prisons in the 1960s, the group has evolved into a formidable national
threat. Its core tenets of racial hatred, coupled with its extensive
involvement in drug trafficking, murder, extortion, and financial crimes,
have solidified its reputation as one of America's most dangerous prison
gangs. The Aryan Brotherhood's ability to spread its influence across federal
and state correctional systems, its distinctive symbols, and its ruthless



operational tactics highlight the persistent challenges faced by law
enforcement in combating such deeply entrenched organizations. Understanding
the history of the Aryan Brotherhood is not merely an academic exercise; it
is essential for comprehending the dynamics of prison gangs, the propagation
of hate ideologies, and the ongoing efforts to ensure public safety and the
integrity of the correctional system. The ongoing battle against this
organization underscores the need for continuous vigilance, robust law
enforcement strategies, and a commitment to addressing the root causes that
allow such groups to flourish.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Aryan Brotherhood?

The Aryan Brotherhood (AB) emerged in the mid-20th century, primarily within
the California prison system. It's believed to have been founded in San
Quentin State Prison around 1964, evolving from an earlier group called the
Diamond Connection, which was initially formed to protect white inmates from
existing Black and Hispanic gangs.

What are the core beliefs and ideology of the Aryan
Brotherhood?

The Aryan Brotherhood espouses white supremacist and neo-Nazi ideology,
advocating for the superiority of the white race and promoting racial hatred.
Their core beliefs are rooted in a violent and exclusionary worldview, often
intertwined with anti-government sentiments.

What kind of criminal activities is the Aryan
Brotherhood known for?

The AB is heavily involved in organized crime, both within and outside of
prison. Their activities include murder, drug trafficking, extortion,
assault, and witness intimidation. They operate as a highly disciplined
criminal enterprise, leveraging their prison networks for illicit gains.

How has the Aryan Brotherhood evolved over time?

Initially a prison gang, the AB has expanded its influence and operations
beyond correctional facilities. They have developed sophisticated networks
for drug manufacturing and distribution, money laundering, and other criminal
enterprises. They've also seen internal power struggles and shifting
leadership throughout their history.

What is the relationship between the Aryan
Brotherhood and other hate groups?

While the AB is a distinct entity, it shares ideological commonalities with
other white supremacist and neo-Nazi organizations. They may collaborate on
certain activities or share resources, but their primary focus remains their
internal prison-based structure and criminal operations.



How do law enforcement agencies combat the Aryan
Brotherhood?

Law enforcement agencies employ a multi-pronged approach, including
intelligence gathering, surveillance, informant development, and prosecution
of members for racketeering and other serious crimes. Efforts are made to
disrupt their communication channels and financial networks to weaken their
operational capacity.

Is the Aryan Brotherhood still a significant threat
today?

Yes, despite significant law enforcement efforts to dismantle their
operations, the Aryan Brotherhood remains a formidable and dangerous criminal
organization. Their continued presence in prisons and their ability to
conduct operations on the outside, particularly in drug trafficking,
underscore their ongoing threat.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the history of the Aryan Brotherhood, with
short descriptions:

1. _Aryan Brotherhood: Origins and Evolution of a White Supremacist Gang_
This book delves into the foundational years of the Aryan Brotherhood,
tracing its emergence from earlier prison gangs and its evolution into a
highly organized and violent white supremacist organization. It explores the
socio—economic and racial factors that contributed to its rise within the
correctional system and beyond. The text also examines the early ideologies
and leadership that shaped the group's notorious reputation.

2. _Inside the Aryan Brotherhood: The Rise of America's Most Dangerous Prison
Gang_

Offering a comprehensive overview, this title provides an in-depth look at
the Aryan Brotherhood's structure, rules, and internal workings. It details
how the organization has infiltrated and influenced various levels of the
prison system, impacting both inmate populations and correctional officers.
The book highlights key historical events and violent incidents that have
defined the gang's trajectory.

3. _Brothers and Blood: The True Story of the Aryan Brotherhood_

This narrative-driven account focuses on the personal stories and testimonies
of individuals connected to the Aryan Brotherhood, offering a ground-level
perspective on its operations. It uncovers the recruitment processes, the
initiation rituals, and the severe consequences for those who cross the gang.
The book aims to illuminate the human element within the history of this
infamous group.

4. _White Supremacy Behind Bars: The Aryan Brotherhood's Reign of Terror_
This title specifically addresses the violent nature of the Aryan
Brotherhood, detailing its history of murder, racketeering, and drug
trafficking. It examines the methods used by the gang to maintain control and
exert its influence, often through extreme brutality. The book also touches
on law enforcement efforts to combat the organization's pervasive presence.

5. _The Aryan Brotherhood: A Chronicle of Hate and Violence_



This book serves as a historical record of the Aryan Brotherhood's most
significant moments, from its inception to its impact on contemporary
society. It meticulously documents the organization's commitment to white
supremacist ideology and its role in perpetuating racial hatred. The
chronicle includes analyses of the gang's expansion and its connections to
external hate groups.

6. _Prison Gangs of North America: The Aryan Brotherhood's Influence_

While covering a broader topic, this book dedicates significant attention to
the Aryan Brotherhood's prominent position among prison gangs in North
America. It analyzes the gang's organizational strategies, its territorial
control, and its interactions with other criminal enterprises. The text
explores how the Aryan Brotherhood has shaped the landscape of organized
crime within correctional facilities.

7. _Confronting the Aryan Brotherhood: Law Enforcement's Battle_

This title focuses on the adversarial relationship between the Aryan
Brotherhood and law enforcement agencies. It details the investigative
techniques, prosecutions, and legislative efforts aimed at dismantling the
organization. The book highlights the challenges faced by authorities in
combating a deeply entrenched and secretive criminal network.

8. _The Brotherhood's Code: Inside the Rules of the Aryan Brotherhood_

This work provides an in-depth examination of the internal regulations, codes
of conduct, and hierarchical structure that govern the Aryan Brotherhood. It
explores how these internal rules are enforced and the severe punishments
meted out for transgressions. The book aims to demystify the operational
framework of the gang, revealing the mechanisms of its cohesion and control.

9. _The Aryan Brotherhood: Roots of Extremism in American Prisons_

This book investigates the ideological underpinnings of the Aryan
Brotherhood, exploring how extremist beliefs are cultivated and propagated
within the prison environment. It traces the influences of broader white
supremacist movements on the gang's philosophy. The title seeks to understand
the psychological and social factors that draw individuals into this
radicalized organization.
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