
history of macys day parade

history of macys day parade is a journey through a beloved American
tradition, tracing its origins from a small, employee-driven event to the
colossal Thanksgiving spectacle we know today. This article delves into the
evolution of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, exploring its early
inspirations, the introduction of iconic balloons, the significant impact of
media coverage, and the parade's enduring role in kicking off the holiday
season. We will uncover the key figures, the creative innovations, and the
cultural moments that have shaped this extraordinary celebration, making it a
must-see event for millions worldwide. Prepare to be immersed in the rich
tapestry of this iconic parade's past.
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Early Beginnings and the Macy's Employee Spirit

The history of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade is deeply rooted in the
immigrant experience and the desire of Macy's employees to celebrate their
new home in America. In 1924, a group of enthusiastic Macy's employees, many
of whom were immigrants, wanted to express their gratitude for their
opportunities in the United States. They organized a parade that started at
the company's Harlem store and marched down to the flagship Herald Square
location. This early event, initially known as the Macy's Christmas Parade,
featured a modest procession of floats, live animals from the Central Park
Zoo, and Macy's employees dressed in vibrant costumes. The spirit of
festivity and community was palpable, setting the stage for what would become
a cherished American tradition.

The first parade was a resounding success, drawing large crowds and creating
a unique sense of wonder. It was a way for the company to engage with its
employees and the wider New York City community, fostering a sense of unity
during the Thanksgiving holiday. The initial intention was to celebrate the
start of the Christmas shopping season, but it quickly evolved into a
Thanksgiving Day event that brought joy to families across the city. The
early parades were less about elaborate spectacles and more about a heartfelt
expression of community and holiday cheer, a sentiment that continues to
resonate through the parade's history.



The Birth of the Giant Balloons

A pivotal moment in the history of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade arrived
in 1927 with the introduction of giant, inflatable animal balloons. Inspired
by European carnival traditions, Macy's felt that these larger-than-life
creations would add a new dimension of magic to the procession. The first
balloon was a colossal rooster, followed by other animals like a lion and an
elephant. These early balloons were not only visually stunning but also
incredibly innovative for their time.

The initial concept was to have the animals' creators, who were often
sculptors and puppeteers from Europe, take the balloons home after the
parade. To facilitate this, the balloons were initially designed with
removable parts and often featured the creator's name stitched onto them.
However, the sheer delight and spectacle these balloons provided meant they
quickly became a permanent fixture. The introduction of the balloons marked a
significant turning point, transforming the parade from a charming local
event into a national phenomenon, laying the groundwork for the iconic
balloon characters that would later become synonymous with the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

The Evolution of Balloon Design and Characters

Over the decades, the design and character selection of the parade's balloons
have evolved dramatically. From simple animal shapes, the balloons grew in
complexity and artistic merit. The 1930s saw the introduction of more
fanciful and popular characters, reflecting the zeitgeist of the era. The
advent of licensing and popular culture meant that beloved cartoon
characters, movie stars, and comic strip figures began to grace the skies
above Manhattan.

The creation of these balloons is a highly specialized craft. Skilled
artisans and engineers work year-round to design, sculpt, and construct these
massive inflatable marvels. The process involves intricate fabric cutting,
precise sewing, and careful testing to ensure they can withstand the New York
City winds and the rigors of the parade route. The iconic status of
characters like Snoopy, Kermit the Frog, and Spider-Man, all brought to life
as Macy's parade balloons, speaks to the parade's ability to capture the
imagination of generations.

The Parade's Expansion and National Recognition

While the early parades were primarily a New York City affair, their growing
popularity and the introduction of the giant balloons began to attract
national attention. By the 1930s, the parade had established itself as a
significant Thanksgiving Day event, drawing visitors from across the country.
The sheer scale and visual appeal of the procession, coupled with the growing
media presence, cemented its reputation.

The post-World War II era saw a significant boom in the parade's popularity.
As the nation celebrated a return to normalcy and economic prosperity, the



Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade became a symbol of American optimism and
holiday spirit. More floats were added, the musical performances became more
elaborate, and the overall production value increased. This period of
expansion and heightened visibility was crucial in transforming the parade
into the nationally recognized, must-watch event it is today.

Media's Role in Shaping the Parade's Legacy

The history of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade is inextricably linked with
the evolution of media and its ability to broadcast events to a national
audience. The parade's transition from a local New York City event to a
nationwide spectacle was significantly amplified by radio and, later,
television coverage. In 1932, the parade was first broadcast on a local New
York radio station, allowing those who couldn't attend in person to
experience the festivities.

The most transformative media partnership began in 1947 when NBC began
televising the parade. This move was a game-changer. Suddenly, millions of
households across America could witness the magic of the Macy's Thanksgiving
Day Parade live from their living rooms. The television broadcast brought the
vibrant colors, the towering balloons, the marching bands, and the celebrity
appearances directly to the public, creating a shared national experience.
The annual broadcast has become a staple of Thanksgiving Day for many
families, further embedding the parade into the fabric of American culture.

The Impact of Television Broadcasts

The continuous television coverage by NBC has played an instrumental role in
shaping the parade's legacy. The iconic images and moments captured by
television cameras have become ingrained in the collective memory of the
nation. From the first television broadcast, the parade provided a visual
feast that captivated audiences of all ages. The ability to see the parade in
real-time, complete with live commentary and interviews, created a sense of
intimacy and excitement, making viewers feel as though they were part of the
celebration.

The television broadcast has also allowed Macy's to showcase its creative
prowess and attract top-tier entertainment. Musical performances by chart-
topping artists, appearances by Broadway show casts, and the unveiling of
new, elaborate floats are all highlights that are amplified by their
television presentation. This constant reinvention and presentation through a
powerful media lens ensure the parade remains fresh, relevant, and a
cornerstone of Thanksgiving Day programming for generations to come.

Iconic Floats and Entertainment Throughout the
Decades

The parade's history is punctuated by a series of memorable floats and
entertainment acts that have captivated audiences. From the early, simpler



designs to the increasingly complex and themed floats of today, each year
brings new artistic creations that contribute to the parade's visual
splendor. These floats are often sponsored by various Macy's brands or
partners, showcasing themes that range from popular children's stories to
holiday traditions.

Beyond the floats, the parade has always been a platform for musical talent.
Marching bands from high schools and colleges across the country are a
consistent and cherished element, filling the streets with spirited music.
Additionally, the parade features performances by popular musicians, singers,
and actors, often promoting Broadway shows or new album releases. These
entertainment segments, combined with the dazzling floats and iconic
balloons, create a dynamic and engaging spectacle that has defined the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade for nearly a century.

The evolution of float design and themes.

The role of marching bands and musical performances.

Notable celebrity appearances and their impact.

The introduction of new and innovative parade elements.

The Parade's Enduring Impact on the Holiday
Season

The Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade serves as a definitive marker, signaling
the official start of the holiday season for millions of Americans. Its
timing, falling on Thanksgiving Day, naturally bridges the gap between autumn
festivities and the culmination of the Christmas and Hanukkah celebrations.
The sheer joy, optimism, and sense of community that the parade embodies set
a positive tone for the weeks ahead.

Beyond its role as a holiday kick-off, the parade has become a cultural
touchstone, a shared experience that transcends generations. Families gather
to watch it together, creating lasting memories. It represents a collective
moment of joy and anticipation, a reminder of the spirit of giving and
togetherness that defines the holiday season. The enduring popularity of the
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade is a testament to its ability to consistently
deliver wonder, excitement, and a heartwarming start to the most wonderful
time of the year.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the first Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade
held, and what was its original name?

The first Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade was held on November 27, 1924, and
was originally called the Macy's Christmas Parade. It was renamed the Macy's



Thanksgiving Day Parade in 1927.

What inspired the creation of the Macy's Thanksgiving
Day Parade?

The parade was inspired by immigrant employees of Macy's department store who
wanted to celebrate their newfound American traditions by staging a parade
with floats and live animals, reminiscent of the holiday celebrations in
their home countries.

When did the iconic giant balloons first become a
central feature of the parade?

Giant balloons were introduced in 1927, replacing the live animals from the
earlier parades. The first featured balloon was Felix the Cat.

What was a significant event in the parade's history
that led to a change in the balloon tradition?

During World War II, the parade's helium supply was diverted for the war
effort, leading to the deflation and donation of the giant balloons to be
melted down for rubber. The parade was suspended for a few years during the
war.

How did the parade evolve to include iconic
characters and the 'Toss'? What is the 'Toss'?

In 1968, the parade began featuring character balloons inspired by popular
culture. The 'Toss' refers to the practice of releasing helium balloons into
the air at the end of the parade, a tradition that was later discontinued due
to environmental concerns but has occasionally been brought back for special
occasions.

What is the significance of the parade's route and
its starting point?

The parade traditionally starts on the Upper West Side of Manhattan at 77th
Street and Central Park West, then proceeds down Central Park West, turns
onto Central Park South, makes its way down 6th Avenue, and finishes at
Macy's Herald Square flagship store.

How has the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade impacted
American culture and holiday traditions?

The parade has become a beloved American institution and a quintessential
symbol of the Thanksgiving holiday. It has influenced other parades,
popularized the use of giant balloons in celebrations, and provides a shared
cultural experience that brings families together annually.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the history of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade, each with a short description:

1. The Great American Balloon Race: A History of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade
This comprehensive book delves into the origins of the iconic parade, tracing
its evolution from its humble beginnings as a "New York Santa Claus Parade"
to the globally recognized spectacle it is today. It highlights the
innovative spirit of the early organizers and the enduring magic that has
captivated generations. The narrative explores the logistical challenges, the
development of the giant balloons, and the parade's role as a cherished
American tradition.

2. Macy's Parade: A Century of Spectacle
This richly illustrated volume celebrates over 100 years of the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade. It features behind-the-scenes looks at the creation
of beloved floats and balloons, profiles of the performers and conductors who
have led the procession, and anecdotes from those who have made the parade
happen. Readers will gain an appreciation for the parade's cultural
significance and its continuous adaptation to modern times.

3. Feats of Fancy: The Evolution of Macy's Parade Balloons
This book focuses specifically on the incredible artistry and engineering
behind the parade's famous giant balloons. It chronicles the development of
balloon design and manufacturing, from early inflatable characters to the
complex, custom-crafted figures seen today. The author explores the technical
innovations and the creative vision required to bring these beloved
characters soaring down Central Park West and Sixth Avenue.

4. Thanksgiving's Giant Stars: A Visual History of Macy's Parade Floats
This visually driven book showcases the dazzling array of floats that have
graced the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade throughout its history. It examines
the thematic creativity, the craftsmanship, and the sheer scale of these
moving artworks. Through stunning photography and engaging descriptions, the
book illustrates how floats have mirrored American culture, holidays, and
popular entertainment.

5. From Broadway to the Boulevard: The Macy's Parade and American
Entertainment
This title explores the deep connection between the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade and the broader landscape of American entertainment. It highlights how
the parade has served as a platform for Broadway shows, musical artists, and
popular culture icons. The book discusses the parade's influence on shaping
trends and launching careers, solidifying its place as a major entertainment
event.

6. The Spirit of the Parade: Behind the Scenes at Macy's
This insider's look provides a unique perspective on the immense effort and
dedication required to stage the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. It features
interviews with the designers, builders, volunteers, and performers who bring
the parade to life. The book reveals the intricate planning, the countless
hours of work, and the passion that fuels this annual tradition.

7. Macy's Parade: A Family Album of Thanksgiving Traditions
This heartwarming book captures the personal stories and cherished memories
associated with the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. Through a collection of
family photographs, anecdotes, and reflections, it demonstrates how the



parade has become an integral part of countless family gatherings and holiday
traditions across America. It emphasizes the emotional resonance and lasting
legacy of this beloved event.

8. The Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade: A Cultural Touchstone
This academic yet accessible study analyzes the cultural significance and
impact of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade on American society. It examines
how the parade reflects societal shifts, celebrates national identity, and
acts as a barometer of popular sentiment. The book provides a thoughtful
exploration of the parade's enduring appeal and its role in shaping
collective memory.

9. Giant Dreams: The Art and Engineering of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade
This book delves into the creative process and technical expertise involved
in designing and constructing the parade's iconic giant balloons. It
highlights the innovative materials, the aerodynamic principles, and the
artistic vision that bring these colossal characters to life. Readers will
discover the challenges and triumphs of transforming imaginative concepts
into floating masterpieces.
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