hoover vs roosevelt worksheet

hoover vs roosevelt worksheet is a valuable tool for students and educators
seeking to understand the contrasting leadership styles and policy approaches
of two pivotal American presidents during a period of immense national
crisis. This comprehensive article will delve into the key differences and
similarities between Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt, focusing on
their responses to the Great Depression and their visions for America's
future. We'll explore the economic philosophies that guided them, their
public perception, and the lasting impact of their presidencies.
Understanding this historical comparison is crucial for grasping the
evolution of American governance and economic policy, making a hoover vs
roosevelt comparison worksheet an essential learning aid.
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Understanding the Context: The Great Depression

The era preceding and during the presidencies of Herbert Hoover and Franklin
D. Roosevelt was defined by the catastrophic economic downturn known as the
Great Depression. Beginning with the stock market crash of 1929, the nation
plunged into a period of unprecedented unemployment, widespread poverty, and
social unrest. Understanding the sheer scale of this crisis is fundamental to
appreciating the differing responses of these two leaders. The economic
landscape was characterized by bank failures, a collapse in international
trade, and a devastating decline in industrial production. The psychological
impact on the American populace was profound, creating a deep sense of
disillusionment and a yearning for effective leadership.

Herbert Hoover: The Engineer President and His
Approach

Herbert Hoover, a successful mining engineer and humanitarian, entered the
presidency with a reputation for efficiency and problem-solving. His pre-
presidential career, marked by his administration of famine relief in Europe
and his role as Secretary of Commerce, shaped his belief in organized private
charity and limited government intervention. Hoover approached the burgeoning
economic crisis with a pragmatic, albeit ultimately insufficient, strategy.

Hoover's Philosophy of Limited Government
Intervention

At the heart of Hoover's philosophy was a deep-seated belief in individualism
and self-reliance. He famously stated that "no man has the right to accept
charity," reflecting his conviction that the government's role in economic
matters should be minimal. Hoover believed that direct government relief
would undermine the American spirit of initiative and create dependency.
Instead, he favored encouraging voluntary cooperation among businesses and
communities to combat the Depression. This approach was rooted in his faith
in the market system and the ability of private enterprise to eventually
correct itself.

Key Policies and Initiatives Under Hoover

Despite his reluctance for direct federal intervention, Hoover did implement
some measures to address the crisis. These included:

e The Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC): Established in 1932, the
RFC provided loans to banks, railroads, and other struggling businesses,
aiming to prevent further collapse.

e Public Works Projects: Hoover supported some public works initiatives,



such as the Hoover Dam, to create jobs, though these were not on the
scale needed to significantly impact unemployment.

e Tariff Policies: The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act of 1930, intended to
protect American industries, is widely seen as having worsened the
global economic situation by triggering retaliatory tariffs from other
nations.

These policies, while well-intentioned, were generally seen as too little,
too late in the face of the Depression's escalating severity.

Public Perception and the Hoover Years

As the Depression deepened, public frustration with Hoover's administration
grew. The shantytowns that sprang up across the country, derisively named
"Hoovervilles," became potent symbols of his perceived failure. His calm,
rational approach was increasingly interpreted as detachment from the
suffering of ordinary Americans. Despite his efforts, Hoover became the
scapegoat for the economic misery, leading to his overwhelming defeat in the
1932 presidential election.

Franklin D. Roosevelt: The New Deal Architect

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, often referred to by his initials FDR, inherited a
nation in profound despair. A charismatic and optimistic leader, Roosevelt
promised a "New Deal for the American People." His presidency marked a
significant departure from the limited government approach of his
predecessor, ushering in an era of expanded federal responsibility and
intervention in economic and social affairs.

Roosevelt's Vision: Hope and Action

Roosevelt's strength lay in his ability to inspire confidence and convey a
sense of hope. His famous line, "The only thing we have to fear is fear
itself," resonated deeply with a populace desperately seeking reassurance. He
believed that the government had a moral obligation to act decisively to
alleviate suffering and restore economic stability. Roosevelt's approach was
characterized by experimentation and a willingness to try new solutions, even
if they sometimes conflicted with each other.

The Core Principles of the New Deal

The New Deal was not a single, unified plan but rather a series of programs
and reforms aimed at addressing the three Rs: Relief for the unemployed and
poor, Recovery of the economy to normal levels, and Reform of the financial
system to prevent a repeat depression. Key principles included:

e Government intervention to stabilize the economy.



e Direct relief to citizens in need.

Regulation of financial institutions to prevent speculation and abuse.

Job creation through public works programs.

Social safety nets to protect wvulnerable populations.

Key New Deal Programs and Their Impact

The New Deal introduced a vast array of programs, many of which continue to
have a lasting impact on American society. Some of the most significant
include:

e The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC): Provided jobs for young men in
environmental conservation projects.

e The Works Progress Administration (WPA): Employed millions of Americans
in public works projects, including building roads, bridges, and public
buildings, and also supported artists and writers.

e The Social Security Act: Established a system of old-age pensions,
unemployment insurance, and aid for dependent children and the disabled.

e The Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA): Aimed to raise crop prices by
paying farmers to reduce production.

e The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA): A massive public works project
that brought electricity and economic development to the impoverished
Tennessee Valley region.

e The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC): Created to regulate the
stock market and protect investors.

These programs fundamentally reshaped the relationship between the American
people and their government.

Hoover vs. Roosevelt: A Comparative Analysis

A direct comparison of Hoover and Roosevelt reveals stark differences in
their philosophical underpinnings and their practical applications of policy
during the Great Depression. While both men sought to improve the nation's
economic standing, their methods and their understanding of the government's
role diverged significantly.

Economic Policy Differences

Hoover championed a more laissez-faire approach, believing in the inherent
resilience of the market and the importance of voluntary action. He was



hesitant to implement large-scale federal spending or direct intervention in
the economy. Roosevelt, conversely, embraced an active role for the federal
government, believing that it was essential to directly manage the economy,
provide relief, and implement reforms to prevent future crises. His New Deal
policies involved significant government spending, regulation, and the
establishment of new federal agencies.

Government 's Role in Society

The most profound difference lies in their conception of the government's
role. Hoover saw government as a facilitator and supporter of private
enterprise, not as a primary driver of economic activity or a provider of
extensive social welfare. Roosevelt viewed the government as a crucial
partner in ensuring the well-being of its citizens, intervening to correct
market failures, provide a social safety net, and stimulate economic growth.
This shift represented a fundamental redefinition of the social contract in
America.

Leadership Styles and Public Communication

Their leadership styles also contrasted sharply. Hoover was known for his
reserved, analytical, and often technical approach. He struggled to connect
emotionally with the public during a time of widespread suffering. Roosevelt,
on the other hand, was a master communicator, utilizing his famous "fireside
chats" to directly address the American people, offer reassurance, and
explain his policies. His optimism and empathetic demeanor fostered a sense
of shared purpose and national unity.

Effectiveness in Addressing the Great Depression

Historians generally agree that while Hoover's policies were insufficient to
overcome the Depression, Roosevelt's New Deal, though not fully ending the
Depression on its own, significantly mitigated its worst effects and laid the
groundwork for recovery. The New Deal provided much-needed relief to
millions, restored a degree of confidence in the economy, and implemented
structural reforms that made the financial system more stable. The massive
government spending and mobilization of resources associated with World War
IT ultimately brought an end to the Great Depression, but the New Deal's
interventions were crucial in managing the crisis in the interim.

Utilizing a Hoover vs. Roosevelt Worksheet for
Learning

A well-designed hoover vs roosevelt worksheet can be an invaluable
educational tool for students to solidify their understanding of this
critical period in American history. By actively engaging with comparative
questions, students can better grasp the nuances of their presidencies and
the impact of their decisions.



Key Questions for a Hoover vs. Roosevelt Worksheet

A typical hoover vs roosevelt comparison worksheet might include questions
such as:

e What were the core economic philosophies of Herbert Hoover and Franklin
D. Roosevelt?

e Describe two key policies enacted by Hoover to combat the Great
Depression and explain their intended purpose.

e Tdentify three major New Deal programs initiated by Roosevelt and
explain what each program aimed to achieve.

e How did the public perceive the leadership of Hoover compared to
Roosevelt during the Great Depression?

e Discuss the differing views of Hoover and Roosevelt regarding the role
of the federal government in the economy and society.

e What were the long-term impacts of the New Deal on the United States?

Benefits of Using a Comparative Worksheet

Using a worksheet facilitates active learning by encouraging students to:

Synthesize information from various sources.

Identify and analyze key differences and similarities.

Develop critical thinking skills by evaluating historical arguments.

Organize and articulate their understanding of complex historical events
and figures.

This hands-on approach helps move beyond rote memorization to a deeper
comprehension of historical causation and consequence.

Legacy and Historical Significance

The presidencies of Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt represent a
pivotal turning point in American history. Hoover's response to the Great
Depression, while rooted in his era's prevailing economic thought, is often
viewed as a cautionary tale about the limitations of limited government
intervention during severe economic crises. Roosevelt's New Deal, on the
other hand, dramatically expanded the scope and power of the federal
government, establishing precedents for social welfare programs, economic
regulation, and federal responsibility that continue to shape American policy
and public discourse to this day. The contrast between these two leaders
remains a central theme in understanding the evolution of American governance



and the enduring debate over the proper role of government in addressing
societal challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary difference in economic
philosophy between Herbert Hoover and Franklin D.
Roosevelt during the Great Depression?

Hoover believed in voluntary cooperation and limited government intervention,
emphasizing that the economy would self-correct. Roosevelt, conversely,
embraced a more active role for the federal government through his New Deal
programs, aiming to provide direct relief, stimulate economic recovery, and
implement reforms to prevent future depressions.

How did Hoover's response to the Dust Bowl differ
from Roosevelt's?

Hoover's administration offered some aid and promoted soil conservation
techniques, but his approach was largely seen as insufficient. Roosevelt's
New Deal established the Soil Conservation Service and implemented large-
scale programs like the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Works
Progress Administration (WPA) to address land erosion and provide employment.

What were some key New Deal programs implemented by
Roosevelt that were absent or significantly different
in Hoover's policies?

Key New Deal programs included Social Security, the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC), the Works Progress Administration (WPA), the Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA), and the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA). Hoover's policies
focused more on public works projects initiated by the private sector and
limited federal relief efforts.

In what ways did Hoover's approach to labor relations
contrast with Roosevelt's?

Hoover generally supported the rights of employers and encouraged voluntary
agreements between labor and capital, often viewing strikes as disruptive.
Roosevelt, through New Deal legislation like the National Labor Relations Act
(Wagner Act), actively protected workers' rights to unionize and engage in
collective bargaining, significantly shifting the power dynamic.

What was the public perception of Hoover's leadership
versus Roosevelt's during the Great Depression?

Hoover was widely criticized for his perceived inaction and failure to
adequately address the suffering caused by the Depression, leading to
widespread discontent and his defeat in the 1932 election. Roosevelt, on the
other hand, was seen as a strong and empathetic leader who was actively
working to solve the crisis, earning him immense public trust and re-election



four times.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Hoover vs. Roosevelt, each using and with a
short description:

1. The Great Depression: Hoover's Response and Roosevelt's Revolution

This book offers a comparative analysis of the economic and social policies
implemented by Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt during the Great
Depression. It delves into Hoover's initial approaches, often seen as
insufficient, and then contrasts them with the more expansive and
interventionist "New Deal" programs of Roosevelt. Readers will gain a clear
understanding of the fundamental differences in their philosophies of
government and their impacts on the American people.

2. Hoover and the Abyss: The Political Failure of an Idealist

This biography examines Herbert Hoover's presidency and his struggles to
combat the economic crisis that began in 1929. It highlights Hoover's
inherent idealism and his belief in voluntary cooperation, contrasting these
with the overwhelming scale of the Depression. The book explores the
political fallout of his administration and how his efforts were ultimately
perceived as inadequate by a desperate nation.

3. FDR: The Lion and the New Deal

This title focuses on Franklin D. Roosevelt's leadership during the Great
Depression and World War II. It details the creation and implementation of
the New Deal, emphasizing its transformative impact on American society and
the role of government. The book will explore FDR's charisma, political
acumen, and the lasting legacy of his policies, which fundamentally reshaped
the nation's economic and social landscape.

4. The Road to the New Deal: Public Policy and Political Thought, 1929-1936
This academic work traces the intellectual and political currents that led to
the development of the New Deal. It analyzes the prevailing economic theories
and public sentiment that influenced policy decisions in the early years of
the Depression. The book provides context for understanding the shift in
American political thought and the rationale behind Roosevelt's expansive
government programs.

5. Herbert Hoover: A Life in Politics

This comprehensive biography provides a detailed account of Herbert Hoover's
entire career, from his early days as a mining engineer to his presidency and
post-presidency. It offers a nuanced perspective on his character and
motivations, exploring his commitment to public service and his often-
misunderstood approach to economic challenges. The book aims to offer a
balanced portrayal of a figure often unfairly maligned.

6. Relief from the Great Depression: The Divergent Paths of Hoover and
Roosevelt

This comparative study specifically highlights the differing strategies
employed by Hoover and Roosevelt to alleviate the suffering caused by the
Great Depression. It examines the specific programs and legislative actions
taken by each president and their intended and actual outcomes. The book aims
to illuminate the critical junctures where policy decisions led to vastly
different national trajectories.

7. The Specter of the Depression: Hoover's Legacy and the Challenge to



American Capitalism

This book critically examines how Herbert Hoover's presidency became
synonymous with the failures of the American capitalist system during the
Depression. It analyzes how the economic collapse challenged fundamental
beliefs about free markets and government intervention. The author explores
Hoover's attempts to preserve capitalism and the lasting impact of his
perceived inability to do so.

8. Roosevelt's Revolution: The New Deal and the Making of Modern America

This title explores the profound and lasting impact of Franklin D.
Roosevelt's New Deal on American society, economy, and political landscape.
It details the creation of programs that provided relief, recovery, and
reform, such as Social Security and the Civilian Conservation Corps. The book
argues that the New Deal fundamentally altered the relationship between the
government and its citizens.

9. Depression Politics: The Hoover Administration and the Crisis of the 1930s
This historical analysis focuses specifically on the political dynamics and
policy decisions made during Herbert Hoover's time in office. It dissects the
political pressures he faced and the constraints that shaped his responses to
the burgeoning economic crisis. The book provides an in-depth look at the
challenges of governing during an unprecedented national emergency.
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