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hosting his presence bill johnson is a phrase that resonates deeply within Pentecostal and Charismatic Christian
circles, referring to the influential ministry of Bill Johnson, the senior pastor of Bethel Church in Redding,
California. This article delves into the multifaceted aspects of his ministry, exploring the theological
underpinnings, practical applications, and the impact of his teachings on believers worldwide. We will examine
what it means to "host His presence," the role of spiritual atmosphere, and how Johnson encourages a life
characterized by encountering the divine. Furthermore, we will touch upon the perceived benefits and criticisms
associated with his approach, providing a comprehensive overview for those seeking to understand this
significant spiritual movement.
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Understanding "Hosting His Presence" in Bill Johnson's Ministry

The concept of "hosting His presence" is central to the ministry of Bill Johnson and Bethel Church. It goes
beyond mere intellectual assent to faith; it’s about cultivating an environment where the tangible manifest
presence of God is experienced. This isn't about God being absent, but rather about believers intentionally
positioning themselves and their communities to perceive and interact with His immediate glory and power.
Johnson's teachings emphasize that God desires to dwell among His people, not just in abstract theological
terms, but in a palpable, transformative way.

This understanding is rooted in biblical narratives where God’s presence was often marked by tangible phenomena,
such as the cloud and pillar of fire, or the glory that filled the temple. Bill Johnson's interpretation suggests
that these are not relics of the past but ongoing possibilities for believers today. The goal is to live in a state
of constant openness and responsiveness to the Holy Spirit, making oneself and one's surroundings a suitable
dwelling place for God's glory.

Theological Foundations of Hosting His Presence

The theological framework for hosting His presence in Bill Johnson's ministry is built upon several core biblical
tenets. A primary foundation is the belief in the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in every believer after conversion,
as taught in passages like 1 Corinthians 3:16: “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s
Spirit dwells in you?” This indwelling is seen not as passive residency but as a dynamic invitation for the Spirit
to manifest His power and character.

Another crucial element is the concept of the Kingdom of God. Johnson often speaks of extending the Kingdom of
God on earth as it is in heaven. This involves seeing the supernatural aspects of God’s reign – healing,
deliverance, prophecy, and miracles – as normative expressions of His presence. The theological underpinning is



that wherever God’s presence is fully welcomed and honored, His Kingdom’s characteristics will be evident.

Furthermore, the idea of God’s inhabitation is explored. Johnson draws from Old Testament accounts where
God’s glory filled the Tabernacle and the Temple, signifying His desire to be closely associated with His people.
This is extrapolated to the New Testament understanding of the Church as the new temple, where God’s Spirit
resides. The emphasis is on believing and acting as though God’s manifest presence is accessible and intended for
daily experience.

The Significance of the Holy Spirit's Anointing

Central to hosting His presence is the understanding and activation of the Holy Spirit’s anointing. The anointing
is viewed not merely as a spiritual gift but as the tangible empowerment of God that enables believers to carry
His presence and operate in His supernatural power. This anointing is seen as essential for breaking through
spiritual barriers and manifesting God’s will on earth.

The Believer as a Vessel for God's Presence

Bill Johnson's teachings consistently portray believers as living vessels designed to carry God’s presence. This
perspective shifts the focus from seeking God in distant realms to recognizing His imminent presence within and
around them. The responsibility, therefore, lies with the believer to steward this divine indwelling, allowing it
to permeate every aspect of their life and ministry.

Key Principles and Practices for Hosting His Presence

Cultivating an environment conducive to experiencing God’s manifest presence involves a series of intentional
principles and practices. These are not rigid rituals but rather a lifestyle of spiritual responsiveness and faith-
filled expectation.

Cultivating a Lifestyle of Worship and Prayer

At the heart of hosting His presence is a deep commitment to worship and prayer. This is understood not as
scheduled religious activities but as a continuous conversation and connection with God. Worship, in this
context, is an expression of adoration that draws one into God’s emotional and spiritual atmosphere. Prayer
is seen as a vital means of communication and alignment with His purposes.

The Importance of Faith and Expectation

Faith is paramount in the pursuit of experiencing God’s presence. Johnson emphasizes believing God’s promises and
expecting Him to move in supernatural ways. This involves actively engaging one’s faith, trusting that God is
present and willing to interact with His people, much like one would expect a guest to respond when welcomed
into a home.



Stewardship of Spiritual Authority

Believers are encouraged to understand and steward the spiritual authority they possess as representatives
of God on earth. This authority is not self-generated but derived from Christ and exercised through faith in His
name. It is seen as a tool for partnering with God to bring His Kingdom into tangible reality, often through
prayer and decrees that align with God’s Word.

Living in Obedience and Purity

A life aligned with God’s will, characterized by obedience and spiritual purity, is considered essential for readily
experiencing His presence. This involves actively pursuing righteousness, acknowledging sin, and seeking
forgiveness, thereby removing hindrances to a closer walk with God. The emphasis is on creating an internal
environment that honors God.

The Role of Spiritual Atmosphere

Bill Johnson frequently speaks about the concept of spiritual atmosphere – the intangible but palpable
spiritual "climate" of a place or a person. This atmosphere, he teaches, is directly influenced by the spiritual
disposition of those present, particularly their faith, worship, and connection to God. A positive, faith-filled
atmosphere is seen as one that invites God's presence and activity, while a negative or fearful atmosphere can
hinder it.

Creating a conducive spiritual atmosphere involves intentionality. This can manifest in various ways, from
corporate worship settings that are designed to be encounters with God, to individual lives that are
consistently tuned to the Holy Spirit. The belief is that, by cultivating a favorable spiritual climate, believers
can more effectively host the tangible presence of God, leading to supernatural manifestations.

Creating a Welcoming Environment for God

The idea of making one’s life and community a welcoming environment for God is a core tenet. This involves
proactively dealing with anything that might displease God, such as unforgiveness, doubt, or unrighteousness.
The goal is to foster an internal and external space where God’s manifest presence is not only invited but also
comfortable to remain.

The Impact of Emotions on Spiritual Atmosphere

Johnson’s teachings acknowledge the significant role that human emotions play in shaping the spiritual
atmosphere. Emotions like joy, peace, and hope are seen as aligning with God’s nature and inviting His presence,
while fear, anxiety, and despair can create a discordant atmosphere. Therefore, believers are encouraged to
cultivate emotions that are rooted in God’s truth and promises.

Impact and Significance of Bill Johnson's Teachings

The teachings of Bill Johnson have had a profound and widespread impact on the Charismatic and Pentecostal



movements globally. His emphasis on experiencing the tangible presence of God has inspired many to seek deeper
encounters with the Holy Spirit, leading to significant shifts in worship styles, church practices, and personal
faith journeys.

Many believers report experiencing supernatural healings, breakthroughs, and a heightened sense of God's
intimacy through the principles he shares. The focus on the manifest presence of God has also influenced a
generation of worship leaders and songwriters, leading to worship music that often carries a strong emphasis
on encountering God’s glory. This has contributed to a broader understanding and expectation of the
supernatural within many churches.

Bethel Church, under his leadership, has also become a hub for ministerial training, with its School of
Supernatural Ministry attracting students from around the world. This has further disseminated Johnson’s
theological perspectives and practical approaches to ministry, impacting churches and leaders in diverse
cultural contexts. The emphasis on transforming cities and nations through the palpable presence of God is a
driving force behind much of this ministry’s outreach.

The Global Reach of Bethel Church's Ministry

Bethel Church’s influence extends far beyond its geographical location in Redding, California. Through various
media platforms, books, and conferences, Bill Johnson’s message of hosting His presence has reached millions
globally. This international reach has fostered a sense of shared spiritual pursuit among diverse Christian
communities.

Influence on Worship and Church Culture

The impact on worship and church culture is undeniable. Many contemporary worship services now feature
extended times of unscripted worship, prophetic expressions, and an overt expectation of God’s manifest
intervention. This shift reflects a generation of believers who are actively seeking and expecting the tangible
presence of God in their gatherings.

Common Questions and Considerations

While the message of hosting His presence has been deeply impactful for many, it also invites questions and
considerations from both within and outside the Charismatic movement. Understanding these points can provide
a more balanced perspective.

Distinguishing Manifest Presence from God's Omnipresence

A frequent point of clarification is the distinction between God’s omnipresence (His being everywhere at all
times) and His manifest presence (the experiential awareness of His glory and power). While God is always
present, the teachings on hosting His presence focus on believers’ capacity to perceive and interact with His
presence in a more tangible, specific way, often characterized by a spiritual atmosphere conducive to His glory.

The Role of Doctrine and Scriptural Support



Skeptics and theologians sometimes question the extensive emphasis on the "manifest presence" and its specific
manifestations, seeking clearer or more direct scriptural support for certain interpretations. While proponents
point to various biblical passages, the degree to which these are seen as normative for today’s believers can
vary.

Navigating Subjectivity in Spiritual Experiences

Spiritual experiences, by their nature, can be subjective. The teachings on hosting His presence often involve deep
emotional and spiritual experiences, which can be powerful but also require careful discernment. The challenge
for individuals and communities is to ground these experiences in sound biblical doctrine and responsible spiritual
leadership, ensuring that subjective encounters align with objective truth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Hosting His Presence' bill that Bill Johnson is associated with?

There is no legislative bill formally named 'Hosting His Presence' that is directly associated with Bill Johnson.
This phrase likely refers to a theological concept or a spiritual emphasis within the ministry of Bill Johnson
and Bethel Church, rather than a piece of enacted or proposed legislation.

Is Bill Johnson a politician or legislator?

No, Bill Johnson is not a politician or legislator. He is a prominent Christian evangelist, author, and the senior
pastor of Bethel Church in Redding, California, known for his teachings on spiritual revival and the
supernatural.

Where does the concept of 'Hosting His Presence' come from in Bill Johnson's
teachings?

The concept of 'Hosting His Presence' in Bill Johnson's teachings refers to creating an environment, both
personally and corporately (within the church), where God's presence is welcomed, cultivated, and experienced.
It emphasizes a lifestyle of worship, prayer, and openness to the Holy Spirit.

Does Bill Johnson advocate for specific laws related to religious freedom
under the guise of 'Hosting His Presence'?

There is no public record or credible reporting suggesting that Bill Johnson is advocating for specific laws
under the name 'Hosting His Presence.' His ministry focuses on spiritual and theological concepts related to
experiencing God's presence, not political lobbying for specific legislation.

Are there any controversies or criticisms surrounding Bill Johnson's
teachings on 'Hosting His Presence'?

Yes, like many prominent figures in charismatic and Pentecostal circles, Bill Johnson's teachings, including those
on 'Hosting His Presence,' have faced criticism. Some of this criticism centers on accusations of promoting
'word of faith' theology, perceived excesses in spiritual experiences, and interpretations of scripture that differ
from more traditional evangelical viewpoints.



What is the intended outcome of 'hosting His presence' according to Bill
Johnson?

According to Bill Johnson's teachings, the intended outcome of 'hosting His presence' is transformation. This
includes personal transformation (character change, healing, empowerment), corporate transformation
(revival, spiritual growth within the church), and societal impact through the demonstrable presence of God in
believers' lives.

Is 'Hosting His Presence' a movement or an organization associated with Bill
Johnson?

While 'Hosting His Presence' is a prominent theme and teaching within Bill Johnson's ministry and Bethel Church,
it is not typically described as a separate movement or organization. It's more accurately understood as a
core tenet of his theological framework and ministry emphasis.

Where can I find more information about Bill Johnson's teachings on 'Hosting
His Presence'?

More information about Bill Johnson's teachings on 'Hosting His Presence' can be found through his books (such
as 'Hosting the Presence'), sermons available on Bethel Church's media platforms, and resources from
organizations that promote his ministry. It's advisable to consult multiple sources to gain a comprehensive
understanding.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Bill Johnson and hosting God's presence, with short descriptions:

1. Hosting His Presence: A Practical Guide to Encountering God
This book delves into the practical, everyday ways believers can cultivate an environment where God's
presence is palpable. It offers actionable steps and biblical principles for creating atmosphere conducive to
supernatural encounters. Readers will learn to move beyond mere religious observance into a vibrant, personal
relationship with God's manifest presence.

2. The Power of Expectation: Inviting God's Manifestation
Bill Johnson's teachings often emphasize the critical role of faith and expectation in experiencing God's power.
This book explores how our belief systems and anticipation directly influence our ability to host His presence
and see His kingdom advanced. It encourages readers to cultivate an unwavering expectation for the
miraculous.

3. Atmosphere of Revival: Cultivating Presence in Your Life and Church
This title focuses on the idea that a tangible atmosphere can be created to invite and sustain God's presence,
leading to revival. It provides insights into how personal habits, corporate worship, and spiritual disciplines
contribute to this atmosphere. The book aims to equip readers to be catalysts for revival by intentionally
hosting God's presence.

4. The Third Wave: Embracing the Supernatural with God's Presence
Drawing from the lineage of revival movements, this book explores the characteristics of the current "Third
Wave" of the Holy Spirit. It highlights how a deepened understanding and experience of God's presence are
central to this outpouring. Readers will discover how to embrace the supernatural aspects of God's kingdom
operating through His people.

5. Intimacy with the Invisible: Accessing God's Presence Daily
This book emphasizes the profound importance of intimate relationship with God as the foundation for hosting
His presence. It provides a roadmap for deepening one's connection with the Holy Spirit, making the unseen God a
tangible reality in daily life. The focus is on cultivating a lifestyle of continuous communion.



6. The Kingdom Comes: Authority and Presence in the Earth
This title examines how the manifest presence of God brings His kingdom principles to bear on the earth. It
explores the authority believers have in Christ to see His reign established through the power of His presence.
The book encourages readers to partner with God to see His will done on earth as it is in heaven.

7. Worship as Dwelling: Creating Space for God's Heart
This book explores worship not just as a song service, but as a lifestyle of inviting God's dwelling presence
into every area of life. It offers a deeper understanding of how worship cultivates an atmosphere where God's
heart is expressed and His presence is glorified. Readers will learn to see worship as a key to unlocking divine
encounter.

8. The Revelation of His Glory: Experiencing God's Manifest Presence
Focusing on the concept of God's glory, this book explains how it is the tangible manifestation of His presence.
It provides biblical teachings and personal testimonies of encountering God's overwhelming glory. The aim is to
inspire readers to seek and experience God's glorious presence in their lives.

9. Healing in His Presence: Releasing God's Power Through Encounter
This title connects the experience of God's presence directly to the power of healing, both physical and
emotional. It explores how a surrendered heart and an expectant spirit, open to God's presence, become conduits
for His restorative touch. The book encourages readers to position themselves to receive and minister healing
through encounter.
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